


w OLi . & 

tHB 

CatXiinaU 


AND 

HIS TIMES; 

< OURTJbY, POLITICAL, AMD ECCLESUSTICAL. 



AUTHOR OF LADY JANG ORGY, AND HNR TIHGS. 



LONDON: 

PMNTED FOE SHERWOOD, JONES, AND CO. 

PATGRNOSTGR'ROTV. 


1824. 




PREFACE. 


The inducement which led to the present 
publication is so fully detailed in the in- 
troductory part of the first section, that 
little, if any thing, remains to be urged on 
that subject; the author, however, cannot 
present his work to the public eye without 
some observations on what may appear 
to be chronological discrepancies, as conv- 
pared with the dates of preceding biogra- 
phers, sometimes to the extent of a whole 
year. This requires a slight explanation. 

The truth is, that scarcely any two 
writers agroe precisely in the dates, either 
of events or of public documents, owing to 
the dift'erent modes of chronological nota- 
tion cotemporary with Wolsey and the 
earlier annalists. The consequences have, 
therefore, in many instances, been most 
unjustly unfavourable to the Cardinal, by 
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reversing or transposing the order of events, 
representing his actions as taking place 
previous to the circumstances which ac- 
tually led to them, and thereby exposing 
him to unmerited censure, where a cor- 
rected chronology might serve as his justi- 
fication. 

This fact, so fertile in error, was too 
palpable to escape notice, even in the 
author's earliest researches, and formed 
one of the greatest difficulties which he 
had to contend with in his pursuit of truth 
— a few instances will be sufficiently illus- 
trative. 

Previous to, and during the reign of 
Henry VIII., it was customary to begin 
and end the year on Lady-day; but the 
modern mode of beginning the year on the 
1st of January having then been partially 
adopted, the natural consequence was, that 
what happened in the months of January, 
February, and part of March, in any given 
year, by the first mode, was set down as in 
the year ensuing by those who adopted the 
second ; so as to render necessary the prac- 
tice, afterwards so frequent, of dating thus 
1520-1, 1526-7, &c. 
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Then came another class of chronolo- 
gists, who date by the years of each king’s 
reign ; a mode more uncertain even than 
those previously noted : for though all be- 
gan the reigp with the day which included 
demise and accession, yet some ended the 
reigning year, the first being of course a 
broken one, on the 1st of January, and 
others on Lady-day; whilst a third class 
carried on their dates from anniversary to 
anniversary of the accession. 

In regard to foreign dates also, parti- 
cularly in Italy, even greater discrepancy 
existed; some historians falling into se- 
veral of the errors of English chronology, 
with respect to the amm Domini, whilst 
others dated by the pontificate, beginning 
that period sometimes from the demise of 
the preceding pope, at others from the day 
of election or installation, thus leaving an 
interregnum between each pope and his 
successor. But the most extraordinary 
source of error was in the bureau of the 
papal secretary of state, where briefs were 
dated in a year beginning at the Nativity, 
and bulls at the Incarnation ! This itifal- 
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lible regulation was not only productive of 
various mistakes, but was also found very 
convenient as a means of mystification^ when 
his holiness wished to get out of political 
or ecclesiastical difficulties — of which a re- 
markable instance is recorded in the body 
of this work (page 432), wherein Wolsey 
himself was nearly deceived, and obliged 
to direct the English embassy to demand 
a specific explanation. 

To regulate and correct these chrono- 
logical difficulties has been the sedulous 
pursuit of the author ; but as it is possible, 
though not in any important points, that 
error may have crept in, he trusts to the 
candour of the well-informed reader, and 
of the learned reviewer, if not for absolute 
excuse, at least for liberal correction. 

One word may perhaps be necessary to 
the heraldic reader, in regard to the differ- 
ence between the blazonry of the coat of 
arms on the title-page, as hatched in the 
vignette, and the written blazonry in the 
note (page 12), copied from Edmonson. 
It is possible that the Wolseys of Suffolk 
may have adopted the Cardinal’s coat with 
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some difterence ; but the fact is, that the 
vignette will be seen at once to be good 
blazon, whilst Edmonson gives an instance 
of false heraldry, by laying metal on metal, 
in opposition to every established rule. 

London, Dec, ], 1823. 
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SECTION I. 

1471-1500. 

Preliminary Obaerrations— Character, as sketched by various 
Writers— Birth and Family — Early Disposition to Learning 
—School — College — ^Youthful Degree, as Bachelor o^ Arts 
—Royal Notice — Richard III. — Planning and Erection of 
Magdalen Tovei>->-IncreaSe of University Honours and Of- 
fices— Connexion and Friendship with the early Reformers 
—First Rise in the Church— Rectory of Lymington — Pa- 
tronage of the Marquess of Dorset, &c. &c. &c. 

To publish a life of Wolsey, at the present 
day, may seem a work of supererogation; yet 
for such a life there is still room : we mean 
a life which shall refer principally to personal 
biography, to the peculiar customs and manners 
of the times, and which shall notice general poli- 
tics, home or foreign, no fiuther than is absolutely 
necessary to make the personal details intelligible 
to general readers. 

The propriety of thus producing a work 
strictly biographical may be justified, if it were 

B 
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necessary, by the strong pep^nal importance 
which is given to Wolsey by Various writers, 
es^tedally by Wood, who, in his Athenae Oxoni- 
enses, expressly declares that of all the clerg)nnen 
of his time^ as well as before and after him, he 
was indisputably the greatest. Besides this, he 
had a vast mind, and a great sense of regulation 
and glory, which by some is accounted pride. 
Then his parts, as Wood continues, were pr^ 
digious, though it must be owned that he wanted 
not a sense of his own sufficiency, and therefore 
his demeanour and management of himself were 
such as were more fitted to the greatness of his 
mind and his fortune than to the meanness of his 
birth. 

Wood then observes, that many historians of 
that period, whether out of envy of his order, 
or contempt of his birth, or hatred of his religion, 
have net been very favourable to his fame, and 
that the traditionary reporters since, who have 
pretended to an exact account of his actions, have, 
upon too slight inquiries, and with too great con- 
fidence, transcribed the former narratives ; so that, 
adds he, “we yet want an exact and faithhil hi- 
story of the greatest, most noble, and most disin- 
terested clergyman of that age.” 

That Wood’s testimony, so far, in his favour, 
was impartial, there can be no reason to doubt ; 
and we are therefore the more inclined to pay 
some deference to the evidence, or rather opinion. 
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of Cine who stands forward coafassedly not only 
as his vindicator, but also as his panegyrist. Tliis 
writer *, whose work appeared early in th» last 
century, observes that there are few persons, if 
any, to whom the world has been under obligation, 
that have inet with so ihuch ingratitude, as has 
fallen upon Wolsey and. his memory; and he 
seems to thinkcit doubtful whether, in all the hi? 
stories extant in his time, a similar instance can be 
found, in any nation, of so general a prejudice as 
that imder which the Cardinal’s name has suflTered. 

The cause of this he considers to have been, 
that Wolsey had the misfortune to disoblige, or 
rather highly to provoke, the two contending 
parties into which, during the latter part of his 
political power, the whole kingdom was divided. 
The consequence, he thinks to have been, that 
ttontemporary and subsequent historians have 
thence been induced to han(][ down his memory 
to posterity with equal rancour, and equal bigotry 
to the party which they espoused : those of the 
Roman Catholic persuasion generally hating him 
for the active part which he took in the divorce 
of Queen Katharine, whidi led to a protestant 
marriage, their dergy at the same time, both 
secular and monastic, being irritated at his at- 
tempts to reform and to regulate ecclesiastical 
manners ; whilst the Protestants, or Reformed of 

• See .Fuldes’ Life of Wolsey. IiitroductioD, p, 1 1. 

B Q 
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that day, detested him for his rigid adherence to 
the doctrine and communion of the Papal See, and 
for his opposition to Lutheranism, both in Eng- 
land and in Germany. 

This is evidently correct in regard to contem- 
porary historians ; and at once explains why there 
is or has been no public character respecting 
whom, perhaps, both in past and» present times, 
there has been, and is, such difference of opinion. 
But if Cavendish, his confidential friend, the old 
chroniclers and other contemporaries have been 
either his panegyrists or accusers, it is curious to 
observe the same in regard to later writers, among 
whom we may class Enight, Fiddes, and others, 
with the exception of Groves, who wrote about 
the middle of the last century, and is evidently 
impartial. The same meed of impartiality we 
must also grant to a more recent biographer*; 
but whose short n^emoir, written rather as a 
specimen of historical elegance than as a complete 
bi(^aphy, does not interfere with the copious and 
anecdotical plan of the following work. For our- 
selves, we shall endeavour, in a strict search after 
truth, to preserve the purest impartiality ; though 
we must confess that the weight of evidence, as 
taken in a general course of research, both in 
print and in MSS. preponderates mor^ against the 
Cardinal than in his favour. 


* Galt's Wolsey. 
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The anonymous writer of the More Mss., in the 
Lambeth library, describes Wblsey as one who, 
though he had some good parts and gifts in him, 
yet he was of so aspiring and ambitious a nature, 
fraught with the fruits of pride, disdain,' and re- 
venge, that well had it been with him if never 
he had been bom a man ; for, by these detestable 
vices, says thelnographer, he threw himself head- 
long into utter ruin and shame; corrapted his 
prince with enormous Vices ; caused the death of 
mm|^good men; opened the gate to foul and 
hid^[|h|mresy and schisih ; with which sin poor 
England was most lamentably overwhelmed. The 
same writer adds, however, that all this, though 
not intended by him, yet originally sprang of his 
wicked and cursed ambition. 

The character drawn of him Lord Herbert* 
was rather less violent, where he states that “ His 
maner was so cunninglie to dLsoblige that Prince^ 
who did fee him last, as he made* way oftentimes 
thereby to receive as much on y* other side. 

“ It becometh Princes,” adds his Lordship, “ to 
do like good husbandmen when y* y* sow their 
grounds ; w*** is to scatter y seeds, not to throw 
all on one side ;” and he then goes on to state 
that Woisey “was no great dissembler, folr so 
qualifyed a p’imn, as ordering his businesses (for 

^ Bnt. Ays. OoU., 1523, p. 40. 
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the most part) so cautiously, as hee gott more by 
keeping his word, than by breaking it.” 

These cert^ly are harsh opinions ; but it must 
not be denied that even Cavendish, his intimate 
and earliest biographer, acknowledges that the 
Cardinal was, in his time, the proudest man living, 
having more regard to the honour of his person 
than to his spiritual function, wherein he should 
have expressed more’meekness and humility. 

But it was past the meridian of life when Ca- 
vendish first became a confidential member <£ Jiis 
household, in the office of gentleman usher, aM it 
is not surprising that the Cardinal should then, 
even from habit alone, have displayed pride and 
hauteur both in his manners and sentiments. 
His life had then been passed more in courts than 
in cloisters, and Nature herself seems to have 
gifted him with a quality useful to the ambitious, 
as leading to the favour and even to the esteem of 
monarchs and ministers: this was an •easy and 
self-existing dignity of manner and of expression, 
which art can never successfully imitate, and which 
cannot be perfectly formed on rules or modes of 
practice. This has been well called his “ natural 
prerogative,” and one of the superior distinctions 
in his character, so far as we are now able to 
judge of his manner, justified, as it appears to be, 
by the extraordinary facility with which he was 
able to execute most of his designs, even of the 



AND HIS TIMES. 


7 


highest political importance: at the same time 
it is not surprising that his superiority in these 
^airs, both at home and abroad, may have afforded 
the real occasion for that common prejudice, still 
so general, that he was naturally proud, insolent, 
and overbearing. 

This has been judiciously observed by Fiddw, 
who also urges his learning, superior to most in- 
dividuals of his time, as an excuse or palliative 
for his apparent claims of predominance, bojth in 
church and state, in addition to the immeflse power 
and influence which he virtually possessed, not only 
from, his ministerial office and the king’s favour, 
but also from his legantiue powers added to the 
Cardinalate. 

With a share of erudition fully competent to 
qualify him for the just and honourable discharge 
of his high offices and commissions of diplomacy, 
he had also th* merit of being Ihe declared and 
the active patron of learning, as he would also 
have been of the learned to a much greater extent 
th^ptBb had an opportunity of manifesting; for 
the learned of his day were, for the most part, 
friends or favourers of the reformed system of 
Christianity then beginning to spread itself; but 
to that system his own personal interests and 
policy made him inimical. 

His moderation, too, especially in regard to his 
ecclesiastical power, must not be forgotten ; for, 
with the exception of his rapid patrona^ of one 
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individual thence supposed to have been h» iile- 
. gitimate of&pring^ he appears not to have appro- 
priated any part of the revenues of his great 
preferments in the church towards the aggran- 
dizement of his own private family, but to have 
expended them either in the f^rms of his high 
state, in the hospitalities of an immense household 
establishment, or in the foundation of smninanes 
of learning, which still reflect honour on his 
memory. 

Even our great poet of nature, though the 
purport of his Henry VIII. was to cetebrate the 
character of Anne Boleyn, the mother of his royal 
patroness, does justice to his fame when he makes 
Griffith say to the repudiated Queen Kafluuine: 

" This Cardinal, 

Though from an humble stock, undoubtedly 
Was frshion’d to much honour. From his cradle. 

He was a scholar, and a ripe and goo^ one ; 

Exceeding vise, fair spoken, and persuading: 

Lofty, and sour, to them thatiored him not ; 

But, to those men that sought him, sveet as slimmer. 
And though he were unsatisfied in gettiiig 
(AVhich was a sin), yet in bestowing, madam. 

He was most princely ; Erer witness for him 
Those twins of learning, diat he raised in you, 

IjAvich and Cxford! one which fen with him, 
Unwilling to outlive the good that did it ; 

The otoeiv though unfinish’d, yet so fiunous, 

So excellent in art, and still so rising. 

That Christendom shaU ever speak his virtue.” 

To sum up all, in a few words, in order to ap- 
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preciate Wdsey’a character fiurly, we must care- 
fiilly observe his actions and, without prejudice, 
«ideavour to investigate his motile, at a period 
of iBnglish, and indeed of European, history, re- 
markable fca* great and extraordinary events ; 
events new in th^nselves, in their nature, and in 
their very prindples, so as to bid defiance to all 
reasoning, or acting upon former precedents. Then 
truly to form an accurate judgment of his deep- 
laid political 8cheme8,and of his penetrating genius, 
we must not try him by a modem political touch- 
by a dose investigation of the people 
dround him, of affairs both domestic and fbrdgn,— 
nay, perhaps, even of the very imperfect state of 
Christian morality at that period, arising firom the 
prevalence of superstition and ignorance over the 
true religion, and the marked laxity of religious 
duties permitted to churchmen, espedally of the 
higher orders. 

These considerations shall be developed and 
illustrated iu the ensuing sheets of our biograjdiy ; 
and it only remains for us to notice that the Car- 
dinal was in person tall and ctunely, and very 
graceful in his carriage ; with the single defect of 
having^ his right eye blemished by disease, from 
circumstances supposed not very creditable to him, 
and from wb^wie his portraits *, as well as his 

* Of these portraits tl^e two mpst authentic are in the Col- 
lege of Physicians, London, and at Christ Church, Oxford ; 
but the latter is supposed by Dallaway not to be a produc- 
tion of Holbein’s pencil, though generally stated to be so. 
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statue over Christ Church portal, Oxford are all 
represented in profile. ^ Such is the introductory 
sketch we have to offer of one whose life was so 
remarkable and eventful, as even to have become 
a proverb in the mouths of aU those who would 
exemplify the instability of human grandeur, and 
the uncertJiinty of courtly favour. 


Thomas Wolsey, bom 1471, is generally 
represented by our best historians to have been 
descended fi'om poor but honest parents, and of 
good reputation, resident at Ipswich, in Suffolk, 
where the common tradition is, that his father 
was a butcher.* His biographer, Fiddes, is un- 
willing to give credit to this tradition, principally 
on the groimds that, as shall be further illustrated 
iu its place, his father died seised of an estate 
which, in the possession of a plebeian, was at that 
time very considerable ; that he held several lands 
and tenements by a tenure which gave him a dis- 
cretionary power in disposing of them; and, finally, 
that he made certain pecuniary bequests to his fa- 
mily and Mends of no small value, according to 
the proportion which money then bore to the pre- 
sent rate and afducnce of it. 

If the Cardinal’s father really Were a butcher, 
he seems as carefvil to conceal the secret, as the 
most biassed of his biographAs can be ; for Ca- 
vendish, who professes to have drawn up the early 
part of his Memoir from Wolsey’s own mouth, 
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merely observes, that he was “ an honest poor 
man's son of Ipswich.” But Campion decidedly 
denies the allegation, calling him a man un- . 
doubtedly bom to honoiu* ; some prince’s bastard, 
no butcher’s son whilst an old poet of that day, 
with rather more' delicacy, thus expresses him- 
self: 

" Great Priest ! whoever was thy sire by kind, 

Wolsey of Ipswich ne’er begot thy mind." 

Newcomb, indeed, in his Repertorium *, asserts 
was not the son of a butcher, though with- 
put offering any grounds for that assertion ; whilst 
we have the later evidence of Groves, that, upon 
a new and strict inquiry, several gentlemen in 
Suffolk are of opinioli, that the Cardinal’s father 
was in truth a respectable grazier in the town of 
Ipswich, and not a poor butcher. 

Fuller is the first writer that mentions parti- 
cularly this now controverted circumstance ; and 
Fiddes further urges, that this story, most pro- 
bably, had no other foundation, either in books or 
in e^ly tradition, than a wretched figure over 
one of the windows in the front of Christ Church, 
directly above the Cardinal’s arms, of a dog 
gnawing a bone, but not the spade bone of a 
shoulder of mutton, as it is generally described : 
whilst he adds, that the figure seems to be placed 
there bj mere accident, there being upon the same 


• Vol. i. jrage 100, note d. 
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line with it several other “ antics,” at ’proper di- 
stances, intended, according to the architecture of 
the time, for the greater decoration of the building. 

After all, we may close with an observation of 
La Bruyere, that there have appeared in the worldi 
from time to time, some admirable, extraordinary 
men, whose virtue and eminent qualities have cast 
a prodigious lustre, like those unusual stars in the 
heavens, the causes qf which we are ignorant of, 
and know as Uttle what becomes of them ^ter 
they dis(*ctl 2ar. These men neither have ancestors 
nor pos^ritt/. They alone compose their whole 
race. 

So, far, however, we do know that his father’s 
name was Robert, and that of his mother Jane, or 
•Joan, as appears by the Po^’s Bull *, of favours 
to all those who should come to Cardinal Coll. 
Oxon. (now Christ*Church), and there pray for 
the safety of Wolsey ; and, after his decease, for 
the souls of him, his father Robert, and his mother 
Joant. 

Rymer*s Feed, xiv, 255. 

t In the vignette on the title-page, we have given a re- 
duced fac-similc of Wolsey’S coat of arms, from a ms. bearing 
the date of 1563, and now No. 1197, (p. 402) in the Har- 
leian Collection at the British Museum "Encomium in 
laudem Reverendissimi in nomine Patris et Domini, Domini 
Thomfle miseratione divina titidi Sanctae Cecilias, sacrosanctae 
Romanic Ecclesiaj, presbyteri Cardinalis Eboracen." Auctore 
Joanne Hossio. Leodense. A coat of the Very samb kind is 
blazoned by Edmonson, in his 2d volume of Heraldry, and 
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We shall just further mention, that it appears 
from Kirby’s Suffolk Traveller, tliat in 1514, Ed- 
mund Daundy, portman of Ipswidi, founded a 
cliantry in the church of St. Laurrence, for a se- 
cular priest to offer at the altar of St, Thomas, on 
liehalf of himse^Eli^d his relatives ; amongst whom 
he reckoned Wolsey, who was then Dean of Lin- 
coln, also Wolsey’s parents, Robert and Jane, then 
deceased. This is particidarly urged in favour of 
the Cardinal’s descent being rather better than liis 
enemies were disposed to allow; and in support of 
that conclusion, Kirby farther states that Daundy 
first built the market cross, and was one of the 
most respectable men of the town in his time : all 
his daughters married gentlemen of good fortune ; 
and the issue of one of them was the wife of Lord 
Keeper Bacon. Kirby concludes from this, that 
it is clear that the Cardinal was well allied ; and 
he argues, that as we meet with nothing that gives 
the least countenance to the common notion of his 
being the son of a butcher, it is very probable that 

attributed to Woolsey, Suffolk. — Sable, on a cross engrailed 
argent, a lion passant gardant gules, crowned or, between four 
leopards* feces azure. On a chief of tbe second, a rose 
of the third, between two Cornish choughs proper.— Crest, 
a naked arm embowed, grasping a shin bone, all proper. 

This sets at nought a silly coat engraved on wood, in the 
first edition of Roy’s Satire, which professes, in direct <^po« 
sition to all good heraldry, to be quarterly, 1st and 4th, sable, 
three bulls’ heads; 2d and 3d, three bloody axes, in a bloody 
field ; over all, in a ’scutcheon, of pretence, a ban dog collared 
aud muzzled. — Crest, a Cardinal’s hat. 
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his parents were not in such mean circumstances 
as the Cardinal’s enemies have taught the world 
to believe. 

He also alludes to a vulgar notion, perhaps still 
in existence, that Wolsey built the shambles in 
the market square ; but in opposition to this, he 
states, that these shambles were rebuilt, or at least 
very thoroughly repaired, in the 40th of Elizabeth, 
which could uot have been necessary had they been 
built by Wolsey such a short time before. 

In St. Nicholas’ church there were three brass 
inscriptious taken up by tlie visitors in 1648 ; a 
circumstance Which Kirby regrets, from an idea 
that they might have afforded some hints as to 
Wolsey’s family, especially as it was the family 
church, ill whose iimnediate vicinity stood the 
house in which tradition says the Cardinal was 
born ; a supposition not improbable, when we con- 
sider that his father left money for the high altar 
there, as well as for the painting of the aj'changel. 

But setting all conjecture aside, we shall ob- 
serve, that the house in which he was born was, 
and indeed is, on the south side of a passage 
leading from St. Nicholas’-street to St. Nicholas’ 
churchyard. Its front has been rebuilt ; but local 
antiquaries are of opinion, that ttie rear may be 
contempoi-ary with the birth of Wolsey, which 
took place in March, 1471 *, the 12th year of the 


f The day of the month is not known. Parish registers did 
not come into use until 15^15. 
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reign of Edwadi IV. and more particularly me- 
morable as being the year in which the art of 
printing was introduced into England. 

Of Wolsey’s earliest years very little is known. 
His own statement, as delivered to Cavendish, 
was, that “ being but a child he was very apt to 
be learned ; wherefore, by the means of his parents, 
or of his good friends and masters, he was con- 
veyed to the University of Oxford.” This is evi- 
dently as much as the Cardinal himself wished to 
be known ; but it is not a little curious that Groves, 
who otherwise opposes the rep«)rts as to the veiy 
humble situation of his family, corroborates these 
very reports in giving praise to his father, whom 
he describes as highly commendable for encou- 
raging his son’s inclination for learning, by sending 
him to school, instead of jmtting him to a mean 
trade ; the latter “ being the most natural to be 
expected from a person in so low a situation.” 

What school he was first educated at is, how- 
ever, unknown. Even Fiddes, bis professed vin- 
dicator and advocate, goes no further than con- 
jecture, merely stating that Wolsey early dis- 
covered a docile and apt disposition for learning, 
which encouraged his parents to send him to 
school, and to give him such an education, if 'tee 
niay judge qf their design in it by the event, as 
might prepare him for the University. 

Fiddes also argues against the correctness of 
Cavendish’s insinuation, or rather assertion, that 
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he was sent to Oxford at the expense of friends, 
and not at the proper and sole ex^iensc of his 
father; urging that it appears from his father’s 
will, there was no necessity for such a measure ; 
but as Cavendish professes to have received his 
information on that head from Wolsey himself, 
we may allow his statement to pass in preference 
to conjectural deduction, 

We cannot find any record of the precise year 
of his entrance at Magdalen College, Oxford, which 
had been selected for his university studies, nor 
does any reason appear why tiiat particular col- 
lege was chosen ; but as be is expressly stated to 
have taken his degree of Bachelor of Arts at the 
very precocious age of fourteen, the date of his 
graduation being thus fixed at the year 1485, we 
cannot well allow him less than two yeai’S previous 
study, which will place his entrance at the uni- 
versity in 1483. 

It was in that memorable year that Edward IV. 
died, “ leaving this world” for Richard “ to bustle 
in;” the murder of th^ royal brothers,, and the 
usurpation of the crook-backed tyrant* all taking 
place within the same year. 

If any of our readers should think two years 
too short a period to allow previous to graduation, 
we must mnind them tkat the circle of sciences 
in the universities of that day was . of much 
smaller diameter than at present, even without 
taking Wolsey’s extraordinary tcapacity and dili- 
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gence into the account ; for it was not until the 
very i)eriod in question, that Gree)c had even be- 
come an object of study. In fact, it was then 
called the new language, and its study totally dis- 
approved of by the heads of colleges; so that there 
were only a few of the reformed whij^patronised it, 
in spite of upimsition, and who, no doubt, ]^d their 
ranks considerably increased by the new lights 
which it tltrew upon the Christian dispensation.' 

Though Wolsey did not take his degree until 
1485, his extraordinary abilities must have pre- 
viously made liim an object of attention ; and we 
might even hazard a conjecture, that at that early 
period of life he had begun to attract royal notice: 
for it is upon record, that the learned Grocyn was 
chosen .divinity reader of Magdalen College in 
1484, or thereabouts ; in which year Richard III., 
in one of his progresses, stopped for some time at 
Oxford, taking up his residence at Magdalen, and 
feeling delighted at hearing Grocyn and others en- 
gtiged in public and private disj^tation. The sub- 
jects of disputation are not preserved, but we may 
suppose them to have turned upon the new lan- 
guage,” and its new discoveries; and even that 
the youthful aspirant after ecclesiastical dignities, 
thou^ th^ but a student, must have been brought 
forward in the roy^ presence, not only from his 
g^eral character for precocious learning, but also 
Ihrougfa the friendship of Grocyn, with whom he 

c 
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was then, and for some years afterwards, in habits 
of intimacy; until he found that the new doctrines, 
if ^rmitted to increase, must strike at the very 
root of his priestly and papal ambition. 

That Wolsey was then really fitted for public 
disputation, is evident from the fact, that very 
soon after his entrance at College, he was dis- 
tinguished at Magdalen, and indeed throughout 
fhe University, for the extraordinary progress he 
had made in logic and philosophy; and that he 
was, even then, as remarkable for his learning in 
divinity, which he principally acquired by an early 
reading of the works of Thomas Aquinas. 

We have already fixed, and uiwn fair calcula- 
tion, the year of his first degree at 1485 ; on which 
subject, and his progress at College, Cavendish 
observes, “ where he so prospered shortly in 
learning, that (as he told me by his own mouth) 
he was made Batchelor of Arts when he past not 
fifteen years of his age; he was called. most com- 
monly through t^ University the Boy Batchelor ;” 
a precocity of Umversity honoiirs, in which he 
was never equalled but by Cardinal Pole. 

It was in the same year that Richard fell at 
Bhswortli, so .that Henry VII. succeeded to the 
throne of England* giving tranquillity to the king- 
dom, and ensuring a safer protection to the seats 
of learning. Under such happy auspices,' Wolsey 
pursued his studies with redoubled assiduity, par- 
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ticularly aided by hia friend Grocyn ; an advan- 
tage, however, of which he was deprived in 1488, 
by the departure of that learned Hellenist "for 
Germany. Grocyn Indeed returned to Oxford in 
1491, but then he took up his residence at Exeter 
College, where he taught the Greek tongue ; and 
some years afterwards, as we shaU have occasion Jo 
notice, became the tutor of the far-famed Erasmus. 

Though no precise date can now be traced, we 
have reason to believe that Wolsey graduated 
Master of Arts previous to Grocyn’s return ; or at 
least in this year (J491), a year likewise remark- 
able for the birth of his fuljire royal patron, 
Henry VIII.; as was the ensuing one, for an 
event which produced an extraordinary change in 
the affairs of Europe-j-the discovery of the western 
hemisphere by Columbus. 

Soon after graduating Master of Arts, and being 
chosen one of the fellows of Magdalen College, 
Wolsey was selected as the fittest person to take 
charge of the school connected with that establish- 
ment ; an office wtiich he filled for some time with 
great cr^it to himself, and great advantage to his 
pupils ; but it was not to the mere learning qf 
the schools that he now confined his talents, §or 
the fine arts appear to have engaged much of his 
attention. 

Dallaway obsCTves, that it is generally under- 
stood that in this year, 1492, the finely propor- 

c 2 
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tioned tower of Magdalen College * was planned 
by the aspiring genius of Wolsey ; and he adds, 
thU it was iiis first essay in a science which he 
well understood, and practisdfi with extraordinary 
magnii^cence. But whether the original plan was 
really Wolsey’s, seems rather a matter of doubt. 
TJie foundation stone was certainly laid on the 
9th August, 1492; and it is possible that the 
burSar of the College in that year, who was the 
active manager in that business, may have availed 
*himself of Wblsey’s architectural skill in preparing 
a plan for its erection : but it is equally possible 
that the common opinion or tfbdition on this sub- 
ject may have arisen solely from his being bursar 
at the period of its completion' in 1498, six yearn 
afterwards, when he may have done so much to- 
wards its embellishment, as to hdve the plan at- 
tributed generally to him. 

Wolsey himself seems not to have taken much 
pride in his University honours, at least in later 
days ; for all that he enabled Cavendish to say of 
him was, that ** thus prospering and increasing in 
learning, he was made felowe of Maudelin College, 
and after elected or appointed to be schole-master 
ofrMaudelin Schola and it is curious that he did 
not even acquaint that confidential friend with 
the date of his taking orders for the priesthood. 

* It is 122 feet in height, and 26 in diameter; and 
occupied six jaaa in building. 
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Though unable to assign the date of his eii« 
trance on the clerical fmictions, we may clewly 
ascertain from his father’s will which is dated 

* It is noticed by Fiddes, that in the original will, a copy 
of which we here insert, the name is written Wuley, and he 
takes occasion tlienoe to observe, that from this variation In 
the spelling, some persons may object that, notwithstanding 
the concurrence of other circumstances, which render it highly 
probable that this was thS^will of the Cardinal's father; yet, 
after all, it might be the will of some otherjperson. But he 
adds, that on this point it will be sufEcient to remark, that in 
two authentic instruments directed to him from, Rome at 
different times, his niaihie is exactly written as in the will ; 
which documents he refers to in Rymer’s Foedora, vol. xii. 
p. 183, whilst he was Rector of Lymington, addressed to him 
by Pope Alexander, and afterwards by Pope Julius It. in a 
dispensation to hold a third living.— -Rymer, xiii. p. 217. 
The will runs thus : 

In Dei nomine, amen, the xxxi day of the month of Sep- 
tember, the year of our Lord god a m. C.C.C.C.Ixxxxvi. 
I Robert Wuley of Ippyswiche, hooll of mend, and in good 
memory beying, make my testament and my last wyll in tliis 
maid wyse. First I bequeath my Soull to almygbty God our 
Lady Sent Mary and to all the company of hevyn, and my 
body to be buryed in the churchyard of our Lady Sent ijfary 
of Neumket. Also I bequeath to the hey autcr of the 
Pariche of sent Nicholas of Ippyswiche vu. viiid. also I be- 
queath to the penting of the archangel there xb. 

" Item, I wyll that if -Thomas my Son be a preist within a 
year next after my decease, I will that ho syng for me and my 
frends by the space of a yer; and he to have for his salary 
ten marks ; and if the seyd Thomas, my Son, be not a preist, 
I will that another honest preist syng for me and my frends 
for the term aforesaid, and he to have the salary of ten marks. 
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the Slst of September, 1496, that up to that period 
he had not arrived at p^est’s orders, though he 
was then near twenty-five years of age ; but that 
he was intended for the church, both by his own 
wishes, and the desire of his parents and friends, 
is sufficiently evident. From the probate annexed 
to the will, as in^the note below, and dated 11th 
of October in the same year, we may infer that it 
was a death-bed will, and^that Wolsey lost his 
♦father this ytar early in that month; but how 
long his Inother survived is not upon record. Nor 
does it appear from the tenor of the mortuary in- 
strument, that his inheritance was to any amount; 
his mother being left in possession of all the landed 

Item, I \ryll that Juan my wyfe have all my lands and 
tenements in the prishe of St. Nicholas, in Ippyswiche, 
aforesaid, and all my free and bond lands in the Psiche of St. 
Stoke to give and to sell. The residue of my goods, not be- 
queathed, I give and bequeath tqithe good disposition of Joan 
my wife, Thomas my Son, and Thomas Cady, whb I order 
and make my executors, to dispose for me ts they shal 
think best to pies almyghty God and p’fyt for my soul, and 
of this my testament and last wyll I order and make Richard 
Farrington supervisor, and he for to have for his labour 
xiiir. iiiit/. and yf the seyd Richard deserve more, he for to 
have more of Joan my wyf. Item, I bequ. to the said Thomas 
Cady my Executor aforeseyd, xiii^. iiiid. yevyn the day yar 
and place above uretyn.” 


Probatum fuit presens Testamentum apud Gipwic, coram 
nobis Olhe. Cons. Dm. £pi. Norwic. xi die mensis Octobris, 
Anno Dm. millimo cccmclxxxxvi.** 
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property, with power also to alienate it, whilst 
even the chattels seem rather intended for the 
good of the father's soul than for the worldly Avel- 
fare of the sou. 

It appears, at this time, to have been customary 
for the young nobility, not only to attend the 
University, as at present, but also to receive their 
early education at the schools ; a i)ractice which 
first opened to Wolsey the door of patronage, for 
Cavendish, speaking of the year 1497, says, “ at 
which time the Lorde Marquis Dorset now hail 
three of his souqps there to schoole, committing 
a.s well xmto hhn their education as their instruc- 
tion and leamiug.” 

But Wolsey’s strict attention to his duties did 
not prevent him from forming several friend- 
ships, amongst which we may enumerate Mr., 
aftenvards Sir Tliomas More, John Claryinond, 
afterwards President of Magdalen College, Thomas 
Halsey, afterwards a'^ishop, and though last not 
least, the^learned Erasmms, who first came to Ox- 
ford in the year now under consideration. .This 
latter friendship was highly honourable to Wolsey’s 
personal character; for it is upon record that there 
existed between him and Erasmus a mutual re- 
spect and union of sentiment in aU matters where 
literature was concerned. They joined cordially 
in promoj;ing classical studies, which were pecu- 
liarly obnoxious to the bigotry of that perioil ; 
they were both great friends of the “ new lcai‘uing,” 
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as it was called, or the study of the Greek hui- 
guage; and their love of learning and contempt 
for the monks were points of unity between them. 
In shoii;, Erasmus certainly conceived & very high 
opinion of Wolsey, and said many things in his 
favour ; but he has been reported to have changed 
his mind afterwards: nor is it surprising this 
should have been the case, when we consider there 
is every reason to believe that WolSey was on veiy 
good teiTOs with, and even in confidence with the 
early reformers ; indeed he even decldred hunself 
that he would refonn the church, but then he could 
not destroy papacy in England, as tlie reformei's 
wished, except in his own despite, because that 
way lay his ambition — an ambition which lurked 
early in his bosom for the papal tiara ! * 

Notwithstanding this intimacy with the re- 
formists, Wolsey’s influence at cdllege does not 
seem to have been at all on |he ddtline ; for it ap- 
pears that in 1498 he was chosen bursar, and in 
that capacity put the finishing hand to ’the great 
tower of Magdalen, still in its primitive state, and 
a standing memorial of the delicacy of his taste in 
that branch of Gothic architecture. 

• Had Wolsey fuoceedcd in his views, he wmild have been 
the second Englishman that sat in tl\g papal chair. 
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Truth here obliges us to confess that there are 
some^Uege traditions on this subject not very 
favoflBrole to Wolsey’s character. It is said, that 
during hls execution of the office of bursar or 
treasurer, he involved himself improperly in some 
difficulties as to his accounts, which obliged him, 
for a time at least, to retire from Magdalen into 
the country. Another traditioril milder in its 
charges, states that it was not on account of any 
private personal misconduct on his part that this 
retirement took place, but solely from his having 
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“I^P?f^priated the funds in the treasuty chest 
towards the er^tion of that noble tower, without 
sufficient warrant from those '^ho had the control 
of expenditure ; whilst a third party assert that so 
resolved was he on the completion of this, his 
favourite object, that he actually had recourse to 
violent methods to furnish himself with supplies 
from tlie treasury for that purpose. But there is 
no ground for these surmises, beyond mere tradi- 
tion : and, as the charges do not appear to have 
Ixicn noticed by his numerous enemies in his life- 
time, we may naturally conclude that there never 
was any real foundation for them, Ixyond perhaps, 
his overbearing conduct towards those whose duty 
it was to control the college expenses, and who 
may have been unwilling to sanction that rapid 
expenditure which Wolsey wished for, in order to 
ensure to himself the honour of completing that 
elegant specimen of ecclesiastical magnificence. 

Indeed there are many other reasons why little 
credit should be given to the story; especially 
wlien we recollect that Wolsey had alread^^Phned 
those ambitious views which were the load-star 
of his future life, and that he therefore would he. 
cautious in regard to proceedings which might 
have blasted all his hopes, even in their very in- 
fancy, and whuch would hhve been a perpetual bar 
to idl future promotion or preferment: and, at 
least, we may agree with, his vindicator, Fiddes, 
that there is more candour in considering the 
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noble structure of Magdalen towef as an §arly 
essay of Wolsey’s great and enterprising mind, 
than as an occasion of his perpetrating a scandalous 
crime, for nfhich there is no good, or competent 
proof. 

Independent of all this, the events now crowding 
upon us show how little probability there can be 
in such a story, inasmuch as it must have put a 
stop, for the time at least, to his scholastic labours, 
and perhaps separated his pupils — a circumstance 
which succeeding facts clearly show could not have 
happened : since it is well known that Wolsey’s 
prudence and industry in the management of the 
school of Magdalen were the first steps to his rise 
in the church, through the friendship and grateftil 
kindness Uf the Marquess of Dorset ; for that noble- 
man having sent for his sons, at Christmas in 
14f^, to his mansion in Leicestershire, trans- 
mitted an invitation also to Wolsey to accompany 
them. Soon after their arrival, and when the 
novelty of field sports and ami^ments was a little 
worn ‘'off, the msElq^uess, who was not only a good 
scholar, but a man of the world, took opportunities 
of examining the youths individually in regard to 
their progress in learning; with which he was very 
well satisfied, and convinced also that such a pro- 
gress cquld only have been made through the 
extreme diligence and attention of their •tutor. 
For this he was anxious to bestow some mark of 
gi'ateful remuneration uiron Wolsey ; and it hap- 
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pening at the moment that the incumbent of 
Lymington in Somersetshke (John Borile) had 
depai'ted this life, the marquess, who was j)atrou of 
the living, instantly presented it to his new frieu<l, 

• who, after the holidays, returned to Oxford, with 
the presentation in his pocket. On his arrival at 
the university in January, 1500, the new church- 
man seems, by the account of his friend Cavendish, 
to have made great haste to take possession of his 
living, for he instantly waited on the ordinary, for 
the purpose of being instituted to the rectory ; and 
then, being provided with all the necessary pajiers 
from the ordinary’s office, he set off for Somerset- 
shire, and, carefiilly avoiding all delay, he sat down 
quietly in the enjoyment of his benefice 

* Some writers have confounded this with Lymington, in 
Hampshire ; but circumstances contradict that, for it the 
property of the noble family ofDe Redvers, until Edwara III. 
seized it, or ratber forced the heiress, Isabel de Fortibus, to 
make it over to the Crown upon her death-bed, for a \cry 
inadequate con$idcral|bn. A few years after this uiijubt 
seizure, however, it was restored to the Courtenays, Earls of 
Devonshire, and heirs of De Redvers, with whom it remained 
until 29th of Henry VIII. 1538, eight years after Wolsey's 
decease : so that it could never have been in the presentation 
of the Dorset family. 

The real parish is called Limmington, in the Index Villaris, 
and is in the Hundred of Stone and Yeovil, in Somersetshire ; 
but even here wc find some litfle difficulty as to the right of 
presentation, for Collinson, in his history of the county, says 
that Idmniington belonged to the Bonvilles from temp. Henry 
IV. until the 6t!i of Elizabeth, when it came to the Mar- 
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Whilst resident at Ljrmington, Wolsey faith- 
fully and fairly performed all the duties of a parish 
priest ; officiating duly in his cure, and repairing 
and beautifying the parsonage house; where, even 
as late as the middle of the last century, were re- 
maining tokens of his works, especially his initials 
in some of the windows. Collinson also records 
that there is yet to be seen his cypher on the 
pannel of an ancient pew in the chancel of the 
parish church. His general conduct ipdeed, whilst 
in possession of this his first preferment, gave a 
fair promise of his judicious proceedings in the 
appropriation of his chmth revenues, not towards 
the aggrandisement of his own family, hut really 
for the benefit of the phurch, as far as his own ii»- 
mediate wants would permit him. 

Yet, his moral conduct, we fear, was far from 
Inking so circumspect or so irreproachable as it 
ought to have been ; for, at this very period, he 
must have been engaged in that intrigue which 
gave birth to an illegitimate son, known after- 
wards by the name of Thomas Winter, upon whom 
he heaped ecclesiastical preferments, even so far 
as an ardideacoiuy, to the great scandal and com- 
plaint of the more rigid, or more hypocritical part 
of the priesthood. But in a religion which pro- 
fesses to enforce celibacy on its clergymen, and 

quess of Dorset. But Thomal, first Marquess, married to his 
second wife. Cicely, daughter and heiress of Lord Bonville 
and Harrington. 
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clergywomen, too, as Corporal Trim called them, 
little better can be expected : since, however plau- 
sible the "arguments in favour of clerical celibacy, 
we can find opposite ones, and irresistible too, in 
the practice of our own protestant priesthood, and 
indeed in a reference to the general principles of 
human nature. 
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SECTION II. 

IfiOl— 1508. 

Conduct of 'Wolsey as a Parish Priest — Extraordinary Anec- 
dote — Death of his Patron Dorset — Becomes Chaplain to 
Archbishop of Canterbury — ^also to Sir John Naufan — Pa- 
tronized by Henry VII. and appointed a Royal Chaplain — 
Sketch of European Politics at that Period— Courtly In- 
trigues — Personal Conduct, and early Ambition — Diplo- 
matic Skill, Embassy to the Emperor, and rapid Rise iu 
Royal Favour — Ecclesiastical Intrigues, &(f. &c. &c. 

At the close of the preceding section, we have 
noticed an anecdote of Wolsey, for the truth of 
which we cannot vouch, though still believing it 
to rest on indubitable authority ; but an event of 
a more public nature took place at this period, 
which may be considered as by no means favour- 
able to his private character. On this subject 
Cavendish briefly states that Wolsey had not been 
long at Lymington, when Sir James (Amyjis) 
Paulet, who lived in that neighbourhood “ tooke 
an occasion of displeasure against him, but upon 
what grounds I knowe not ; insomuch that Sir 
James* was so bold as to set the Schoolmaster 


* This was "Sir Amyas PiRilet, of Hinton St. George, So- 
merset, ancestor of the Earls of Poulet. He had been knighted 
for his gallant conduct at the battle of Newark uimii Trent, 
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by the heeles during his displeasure ; which af- 
front was afterwards neither forgotten nor for- 
given ” — as we shall have occasion to notice when 
we i-ecord Wolsey’s elevation to the chancellor- 
ship. 

Of this untoward afiair, Fiddes, his decided ad- 
vocate, merely states that Paulet put an affront 
upon him, very unsuitable to his character, as a 
scholar, and a priest, who had in those parts a 
proper and settled cure of souls. Fiddes further 
states that what his real or pretended crime was, 
tipon which Sir Amyas committed him to the 
stocks, none of the authors whom he had con- 
sulted had related. 'He hints, indeed, that this 
disgrace was a mere arbitrary effect of some per- 
sonal prejudice which that Knight had to Wolsey 
or to his pi’iestly office ; but he certainly comes 
nearer to the mark when he acknowledges that 
there is a traditionary report that the affair arose 
out of a drunken frolic in which Wolsey had iu-« 
discreetly engaged at some rustic festival. Yet, 


early in the reign of Henry VII. when Simners rebellion was 
]iut down, and he had also a oommand daring Warbeck's 
affair, being b(mhi after made one of the Knights of the King's 
hodjj yet notwithstanding his faroor with Henry, Wolsey 
contrired, during itiis. reign of bis son, to find full gratification 
of revenge. We Bee,.^aa in the text al^ye, ^at Cavendish 
sipeaks of Weisey being still a sdiodmaster ; and it is carious 
that Collins in his peerage (vide Art.' ijPoaleti) niso desoibes 
him as being then only a scboidmaster at Lyniington. 
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observing further upon it, this advocate certainly 
endeavours to make the best of it, when, alludmg 
to the subsequent revenge of Wolsey, though he 
owns that some have thought that a Chancellor of 
England, an Archbishop of York, and a Cardinal, 
ought to have forgotten an injury, though of a 
most provoking nature, done many years before, 
to a private parish-priest, and that there can be 
no doubt, had the injury been merely personal, 
then it would have been more becoming a great 
and generous' mind to have buried it in oblivion: 
but then, he throws in that the Cardinal, perhaps, 
thought the order itself suffered by an outr^e 
attended with the last consequences of infamy; 
and so it onight appear to him not altogether so 
improper or unreasonable that some animadver- 
sion should be made upon it. Fiddes, indeed, ac- 
knowledges that the punishment wa^ more than 
commensurable to the offence ; but, for our port, 
we cannot help thinking, that, if Wolsey had felt 
himself right, he would not have waited for re- 
dress until he could obtain it by his own arbitrary 
power. 

The only author we have seen who attempts 
to account candidly and fairly for this affair of 
the stocks, is Graves, who wrote about the middle 
of the last century, drawing, however, some of his 
facts from Fiddes ; and he speaks of Wolsey as 
being rmarkahle for a free and sociable temper, 
and fond of living in a firiendly and open coinmu- 

D 
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nication with his panshioners and neighbours. He 
adds, but upon what puthority we know not, ex- 
cept the traditiop which Fiddes mentions, that he 
once went with some of these to a fair in an ad- 
jacent town, where he drank to excess, and sub- 
sequently created some disorder. Paulet is sup- 
posed either to have been present at the same, or 
to have heard of it afterwards ; and for that ex- 
cess was it that he inflicted such .an indignity 
upon the jovial priest. 

That it was a severe mortification to Wolsey 
cannot be doubted : indeed, it is said to have ren- 
dered him very uneasy in his cure, being thereby 
exposed to rude treatment from ignorant and ill- 
bred people, whence he found his authority lessened 
so much, as to make him feel it advisable to 
change his residence; a resolution further con- 
firmed by the death of his j>atron the Marquess 
of Dorset, which rendered it necessary for him, 
who felt the strong spring of ambition in bis 
bosom, to look round him for a new patron, and 
for a wider field for his abilities ; having thus lost, 
for a time at least, the principal support of his 
hopes, the marquess being a nobleman of such 
distinction at' Courts and in the state, as to have 
been to him a sure means of facilitating his ad- 
vancement to the highest posts in the Church, 
or even in the pursuit of political influence and 
power. 

The death of the Marquess of Dorset was thus 
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necessarily, at first, a source of trouble and anxiety 
to Wolsey, he having depended mudi, if not solely, 
upon that family interest for promotion in the 
Church; besides which, his fellowship having 
been necess^y given up on becoming rector of 
Lymington, he was, in a great measm-e, removed 
from college interest. His feelings, at this mo- 
ment, are very quaintly described by his friend 
Cavendish, who says, that now being destitute of 
his singular good lord, as well as of his fellow- 
ship, which was most of his reliefs, he thought 
l^!||^obenmj^ed of some other keep, to defend 
hims^nB^nall such storms as he might meet 
with. He then details, how, “in his travell 
thereabouts,” he grew acquainted with a very 
great and ancient knight, who had a gi’eat place 
in Calais under Henry VII. ; and, he adds, that 
this knight he served, and behayed himself so 
discreetly, that he •obtained the special favour of 
his said master ; insomuch that, for his wit and 
gravity, he committed all the care and charge of 
his office to his said chaplain. The knight, he 
contittue8,*shortly afterwards gave up his office of 
Troisurar of Calais, and returned to England, in- 
tending, on account of his great age, to live a 
more private life; and to reward the services of 
Wolsey, he |u6cnred far him the situation of 
chajdain to the Idi^. 

The knight, here alluded to, was Sir John Nan- 
fan ; but the latter occurrences did not take place 

D S 
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until tvro years afterwards, during part of which 
period, as we shall proceed to show, Wolsey 
met with both ecclesiastical patronage and prefer- 
ment. 

These were conferred on him by archbishop 
Dean, who received him into his service as one 
of his domestic chaplains ; and such was his ob- 
liging and respectful behaviour, that he gained 
rapidly on the favour of the Canterbury prelate, 
who recommended him most strongly to the pope, 
whence he received, soon after, dispensations to 
hold two benefices at once ; a thing then almost 
unheard of. 

Dean was an Oxford man, and may probably 
have known Wolsey personally, whilst the latter 
was at his studies; and, had he lived longer, 
would, no doubt, have proved an excellent eccle- 
siastical patron, for his interest must have been 
great, being, first. Abbot of Llanthony; then 
Chancellor of Ireland ; Bishop of Bangor, translated 
thence to Aylesbury ; and in two years afterwards, 
elevated io the Archiepiscopal See of Canterbury. 
Weever, in his Funeral Monuments, de^bribes him 
as a very wise, industrious man, by whose care and 
diligence, during his abode in Ireland, Perkin 
Warbeck, who coimterfeited himsrif to be Richard 
the young Duke of York, was forced to fly from 
thence into Scotland. He was assiduous for the 
welfrre of the Churdi; and, whilst Bishop of 
Bangor, recovered several parcels of land for that 
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See, which had been lost through the negligence 
of his predecessors ; amongst which, was an island 
between Holyhead and Anglesey, called Moile 
Honnart, or the Island of Seals. He also ex- 
pended considerable sums in the reparation of the 
cathedral and palace at Bangor, wtiich had been 
blunt by Owen Glcndower. 

During the short time that he held the See of 
Canterbury, he was very active, having not only 
built the greatest part of Otford Hous^ but also 
raised the iron-work wliidi was then upon Ae 
coping of Rochester bridge. ■ 

He died 15th of February, at Lambeth, and ’ 
his body was carried by water to Faversham ; 
from thence by land to Canterbury,, where he was 
buried in the chapel of the martyrdom of Thomas 
a Becket ; attended to the grave by all his do- 
mestic clergy, amongst whom Wolsey was pre- 
sent, by upwards of sixty of the principal gentry 
of the county, and by fifty torch-bearers with 
burning torches. On his cofiBn was laid an efiBgy 4 
in his archiepiscopal robes ; and the whole was 
conducted with the most solemn ceremony, Wolsey 
and Gardiner, then his chaplains, walking as clue 
mourners. 

Early in April, 1502, prince Arthur died, leav- 
ing the succession open to his younger brother, 
Henry, then Duke^of York, and soon aftef, created 
Prince of Wales at Westminster, about which 
time, Wolsey was successful in his endeavour to 
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obtain the favour and patronage of Sir John 
Nanfan, as already allud^ to. 

Respecting this persona^ there is some degree 
of biographical Uncertainty. Fiddes says, that Sir 
John being a Somersetshire^ gentleman, it is not 
improbable that Wolsey had contracted some ac- 
quaintance with him, during his residence in that 
County ; but Nash, in his history of Worcester- 
shire, states, that John Nanfan, about 1503, was 
son and heir of Sir Richard ; and, he adds, tliat 
it was Ridiard, who was Captain of Calais, made 
a knight and esquire of the body to Henry VII. 
But this does not agree with the alleged yeai’s 
and infirmity of Wolsey’s patron; for Sir Ridiard 
Nanfan was Sheriff of Worcestershire in 1503, 
and his wife Margaret did not die until 1509, 
when, by her will now in the Prerogative office, 
she left, her body to be buried in the church of 
the exaltation of the Holy Cross, in the hospital of 
St. Bartliolomew, in West Smithfield, along with 
her husband Sir Richard Nanfan, «knt. 

How Wolsey bonducted himself with this new 
patron has been already recorded in an extract 
from Cavendish, who also mentions his recom- 
mendation to a royal chaplmiicy ; of which, how- 
ever, Brake, in his history of York, speaks in 
rather merer unqiialifi^ terms, ^ he says, that, 
«grpwi]% wdiTy of Nanfanls .chnpl^iship, his 
boundle^ spirit not brooking' so narrow a con- 
finement, he begged leave to r^ign, when the 
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other got liiin preferred to be one of the king’s 
chai)lains.” 

It wa& an important era, a time fruitful iu 
great events, when Wolsey thus found himself on 
the first step to political preferment and influence 
— a iMjriod which may be cousidered as the dawn 
of popular rights, of commerce and manufactures, 
of arts and sciences, and of our modem political 
predominauce : and a slight sketch of what now 
fomis the British empire, and of foreign states iu 
general, will enable us more fully to appreciate 
the talents, as well as the actions of the subject of 
our biography. 

England herself cannot be said,, as yet, to have 
formed the basis of her present system of policy, 
either home or foreign, nor did she even approach 
towards it until the sulwequent reign of Eliza- 
beth, when the protestant religion was firmly 
established. But a great change was taking place, 
notwithstanding, in consequence of the baronitd 
power being then broken by Henry VII. through 
the statute perhiitting the barons and other gi'eat 
landholders to alienate, or to mortgage their 
estates, without the payment of heavy fines for 

licences of alienation. 

* / 

As yet, England was but a secondary maritime 
power — the liaval preponderance df Europe then 
resting with Poriugal and Spaiu^ tiiey possessing, 
agreeable to papal division, both the Indies.* Com- 
merce, of course, was but in its infancy ; for it 
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wa%(Hily in the preceding J^ort reign of Richard, 
thnt w« had appointed ecnsnls in foreign ports: 
and, even at the accession of Elizabeth, the cus- 
toms did not produce more than 36,000/. x>er 
annum. Home manufadnres were principally of 
iron and wool. 

The fine arts also were in their infancy ; yet, 
with os, next to Italy, they had made greater 
progress than in any other country of Europe: 
and we must do Wolsey the justice to acknow- 
ledge that much of their mproveiAent in the sub- 
sequent reigd was owing to his example and en- 
couragement. 

The afiairs of Smtland, as far as was likely to 
affect England, may now be considered as in a 
quiescent state ; for James IV. was recently united 
to the princess Margaret, Henry’s eldest daughter, 
and a peace had been for some time concluded 
between the two iRngdoms. It is time, that this 
imion was objected to by some of the council, 
on the plea, that thus the crown might fall to 
the blood royal of Scotland ; but Henry overruled 
the objection, saying, that England would not 
lose by that, for it would not produce an acces- 
sion of En|^d to Scotland, but of Scothpid to 
England, independent of the national jealousies 
and quarreh^ that wnuld be guarded against by 
such an event talpi^ place. 

Of the staite of Ireland at that period little 
vourable can be said; for it was then a divided 
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and unhappy countryj’with what may he called 
three classes of inhabitatits, whose interests, as 
they themselves believed, and whose prejudices 
were always in a state of warfiEtre. Of the original 
Irish one portion was civilised, being either within, 
or near to, the English pale ; whilst the other was 
wild and savage in manners, living less by agri- 
culture than by predatory incursions upon their 
neighbours, widi a 'kind of natural taste for re- 
bellion and change, and always even ready to 
destroy each other in the quamls of their diiefe ; 
who were also, in a great measure, subject to 'the 
will of the general mass, from the operation of the 
system of Tanistry, which often placed an uncle 
or cousin in rank and power, when the legal heir 
was too young for the duties of a chief, or when 
auy ambitious relative of the heir chose, by flat- 
tering.the people, to usurp hereditary rights. Tlie 
other daSs of Irish population consisted of the de- 
scendants of English settlers, from the time of 
Henry 11. to the period in questibn. 

We may state here, that Ardibishop Dean, 
Wolsey’s late patron, had been Lord Deputy of 
Ireland id 149d, then holding the episcopal chair 
of Bangor; and was succeeded, in 1496, by the 
Earl of Kildare, of whom, with lefermlce to Wol- 
sey, an anecdote will be 'foiind in another plape. 
Kildare himself had, indeed, heen for some time a 
prisoner in England ; and was, in 1496, brought 
before the kii^ and coUndl, to answer to nume- 
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rolls political crimes charged against him. Henry 
told the earh when first brought before him, that 
he feared his cause was a very bad one; and, 
therefore, as an indulgence, he should have what 
counsel he desired. “ Then,” said- Kildare, “ I 
shall pitch upon the best counsel in England.” 
The king asked, “ Who is that?” when the earl 
replied, “ Marry ! even your highness.” This 
pleased the Mug, and he laughed heartily; and 
when the council, after long investigation, had 
considered the case, and the counsel for the pro- 
secution had finished his pleadings with Hie ol>- 
servation, “ That all Ireland could not govern the 
earl,” the king with great good humour replieil, 
that if so, then the earl was^the fittest man to 
govern Ireland; confirming this decision by a 
speedy appointment of Kildare to the office of lord 
deputy, which he executed for several years witli 
the utmost loyalty, though not without many ene- 
mies ; hut of this more anon. 

To begin with the west of Europe, it is suf- 
ficient to observe of Portugal, ihat she was under 
the dominion Emanueh the great encourager of 
foreign discoveries ; and had aliea^ be^an to de- 
rive great advantages from her settlements in 
Africa, end in her new commerce with India by 
the Cape of Good Hope ; but ihehad little weight 
otherwise in European polities, hnt%g suffered 
much by her unhappy '^4'arfitre in Barbary, to- 
wards ttie dose of the preceding cesdinT'. 
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Spain was governed by Ferdinand, fatlier-in- 
law of the young Prince Henry, and grandfather 
of the young Prince Charles, afta'wards Charles V. 
heir apparent, or rather heir probable, to the int* 
perial throne : but Spain was suffering much in 
her internal regulations, by the recent expulsion 
of' the Moors and Jews, which had almost deprived 
her of the means of art and industry. 

France was mcMre ambitious than powerful. She 
had not yet recovered from the effects of her con- 
tests ^ith England, respecting claims to the crown 
—claims which Henry VIII. shortly afterwards 
brought forward to their fullest extent ; but she 
was putting forth her energies, and had already 
commenced her career of preponderance in the 
affairs of Europe, though for a time confined to 
the intrigues of the papal succession, and the in- 
tricacies of Italian politics. 

The state of Italy, from internal jealousies, and 
from the claims of various princes, was by no 
means a happy bne -; yet not more than ten years 
previous, Guiccardini speaks of- it as quiet, plea- 
sant, and easy ; adding, that since the ’decline of 
the Roman ^pire, the principalities of that coun- 
tiy had not tasted of such great and' general pro- 
sperity,'nor had tliey been so happy or so well 
governed. The con^uence was, that being on 
all sides in peace and tranquillity, the hills and 
barren places were tilled, and made no less fruitful 
than the vaffeys. It flourished also with men of 
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wit, well versed in all the arts and sciences ; whilst 
the people were distinguished for their knowledge 
an4 discipline in vii;ar, thereby bearipg a great re- 
putation jamongst the European nations. 

. Bu^'froin this state bf J'epose it had now for 
some tupe been disturbed by the claims of Charles 
VIII. of France to the crown of Naples, and by 
the political intfigues of Ludovic Sforza, imcle to 
the Duke of Milan. To this must be added the 
ambition of Cmsar Borgia, base son of Pope Alex- 
ander, who a^so aimed at the throne of Naples ; 
and whose expenses were so great, that the re- 
venues of the church Were not sufficient for him 
and for the state of Ills father’s papal court, joined 
to the father’s own expenses in a shameful career 
of every disgraceful vice. 

■yiie conduct of Pope Alexander, about this 
period, ceitainly tended to produce that order of 
things, whidi subsequently gave to Wolsey strong 
hopes of the tiara, as far as bribery could be suc- 
cessful ; for the conclave, was riOw in the most 
corrupt state, in consequence of Alexander having 
established U new college of eighty writers of 
briefs, as they were called) each of whom pur- 
cliased his situation. for 250 croAVns of gold; of 
his having also sold several cardind’s hat8, where 
vacancies happened from, natoal. denuse ; nay, of 
his having, even formed the plan , of poisoning 
many of his richest prela]^, for the sake of plun- 
deiiug their property, and selling their hen^cra ! 
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Alexander also, on occasion of the grand jtibilee 
at Rome, had raised large sums, by selling pardons 
and indulgences to such as could afford to buy 
them ; nay, he even granted the spiritual advan- 
tages of that pilgrimage to those who did not at- 
tend, provided they were willing to pay sufficiently 
for the same. 

In Germany, Maximilian, Archduke of Austria, 
had recently been elected emperor; in addition to 
which, by his marriage with the hjiress of Bur- 
gundy, he possessed that dukedom, together with 
the whole of the seventeen provinces of the Ne- 
therlands. But his power as emperor was by no 
means extensive, the princes and principalities 
being all insubordinate and all independent. 

Such then was the state of Europe, when the 
subject of our biography firat became a coiu^ier, 
and first grasped at political power. 

Wolsey’s appointment of chaplain to the king 
was, as already noticed, principally owing to the 
friendly recommendation of Sir John ; but he felt 
himself happy in obtaining it by any means, for it 
had been a frequent saying of his, that if he could 
but set one foot in the court, he had no doubt of 
obtaining whatever ho might wish for; and he 
speedily set himself to profit of his promotion, be- 
ginning now more closely to study the nature of 
man and things ; in which, as we are told, by the 
incredible penetration of his wit, the facility and 
capaciousness of his genius, accompanied urith a 
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profound judgment, he made such a progress, as 
surprised many about him. It was said of him, 
that it was not only his good fortune that exalted 
him to lhat wonderful greatness he aftcru'ards 
arrived at, hut also his industry and extraordiiiaiy 
parts. 

His manners must also have had considerable 
effect, for he is represented by Archbishop Parker, 
in his British Antiquities, as learned, and soft and 
pleasing in sp^eech, and remarkable for elegance of 
maimers, and propriety of dress ; advantages which, 
at that imperfect period of civilisation, must have 
stood him in great stead. It is remarked of him 
likewise, that he raised his sentiments with his for- 
tune ; and, as he was preferred, studied to be equal 
to tlie trust reposed in him; always conducting 
both himself and his conversations suitable to 
the different stations of life in which he was pro- 
gressively placed. 

Still it appears that it was not to his personal 
merit alone, exc^t as that might be useful to 
others, that Wolsey was indebted for the early 
rapid rise he met with ; nor was it so much from 
his courtly flattery that Bishop Fox patronised 
him at first, as from a desire on the part of that 
prelate to avail himself of W^olsey as a political 
assistant. Fox saw clearly that promotion must 
speedily fall upon one so well qualified for any 
employment at court ; and accordingly hoped, by 
the assistance of so able and so active a person, to 
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he in a better condition .to obviate the designs of 
his iJotent rival the Earl of Surry *, and by that 
means to prevent the earl from filling the coiulr 
with his own creatures and dependents^ Sudi 
were the bishop’s politics'; but’ they did not show 
themselves in their true coloius until the begin'- 
ning of the next reign. 

But Wolsey’s object was ^rtainly to attach 
himself to the party of Bishop Fox, and it is ex- 
pressly stated by an accurate writer, that he no 
sooner found himself in a situation so far above 
his former hopes or prospects, than he begun, witli 
due policy, to secure all its advantages for which 
purpose, as his domestic biographer states, he 
having then just occasion to be- daily in sight of 
the king in his closet, and not choosing to spend 
the rest of the day in idleness, he would attend 
those men whom he thought to bear most rule in 
the councils, and were most in favour with the 
king. These, at the period in question, were the 
Lord Privy Seal, Dr. Fox, Bishop of Winchester, 


• This was Thomas, son of John, first Duke of Norfolk, so 
created by Richard III., but slain at Bosworth; and attainted. 
But Thomas, then also, created £wl of Sony, though taken 
prisoner on the field, ^n after hononr^.with the. <wn- 
fidence of Henry VII., who appointed him a privy conneollor, 
restored him to-fhe earldom of SurTy, and employed hini liot 
only against the Scots, but also on occasion of some of the in- 
surrections in the north. At the period in question, he held 
the high office of Lord Treawrer of England. 
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and tile mastir of the wftrds and donstable of the 
Tower, Sii: Thomas Lovtil, Knt., described as a 
very wise and sage cotufeelloh 

Nor were his labours' in vidn ; for, as Cavendish 
fiirther states, these undent and grSve counsellors, 
in process of time, perceiving Wolsey to be a man 
of very acute wit, thought him a meet instrument 
to be employed in greater affairs ; but it was three 
years dfter his first ap{>ointment as chaplain, before 
any opportunity offered for the exercise of his 
powers, in an embassy to the Emperor Maxi- 
milian, which shall b4 noticed in its place. 

Before we dose the year 1503, We may notice 
that, on the S5th of June in that year, the young 
Prince Henry was assured in marriage to the 
Princess Katharine of Spain, widow of his brother 
Arthur, at tiie palace of the Bishop of Salisbury 
in Fleet-street*. Of 1504, we have only to record 
that Wolsey still held tiie rectory of Lymington, 
as ajppears fiom a papal bull of that year, con- 
taining a dispensation for his holding a third 
living, the rectory of Kedgrave, in the diocese of 
Norwich, to i^'hich he was instituted, in 1505, by 
the venerable and 'religious Abbot of St. Edmund’s 
Bu^. 

Henry VII. had now been for some time a 


* This jMlace stood a}kiB the'gjMnd which now forms 
Salisbury squaln and Boreet- street, stretching its gardens 
down to the river, at present occu^cd by coal wharfe 
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widower ; and, in looking round him for a wife, had 
fixed his eyes upon Margaret, Duchess Dowager of 
Savoy*, and daughter of Maximilian the Em- 
peror ; for which purpose he was anxious to em- 
ploy a confidential ambassador : and it is a curious 
fact, that however popular he was becoming with 
the leading ministers, yet up to the period of the 
proposed embassy to the emperor, it does not ap- 
pear that Wolsey had been in the slightest degree 
honoured with the royal notice. This is evident 
from the statement of his own domestic biogra- 
pher, who says, that the king having an urgent 
occasion to send an ambassador to Maximilian, 
who “ lay at that present in the Low Countries 
at Flanders, and not farre from Callis,” tlie Bishoj) 
of Winchester, and Sir Thomas Lovell, two of his 
majesty’s most esteemed counsellors, were one day 
advising and debating witli themselves about this 
embassy, when they mutually agreed that they 
had now a convenient opportunity of pushing 
Wolsey on the road to preferment. For this pur- 
pose they took occasion to commend his excellent 
eloquence and learning to the monarch, who i)aid 
attention to their representations, desiring them 
to introduce their favorite to the royal presence, 

* This would hare been, had it taken place, the formation 
of a second matrimonial alliance with the- Spanish and imperial 
dynasty, Henry’s sou and heir-apparent being already a.ssured 
to Katharine, aunt of Charles, aftenrards em})eror, who was 
also nephew to the bride elect. 

r. 



50 WOI-SEY, THE CARDINAL, 

when the king, to ascatain the abilities of the 
chaplain, entered into familiar discourse with him 
concerning matters of state, and his majesty 
found him “ to bee a man of a sharpe wit, and of 
such excellent parts, that hee thought him worthy 
to bee put in trust with matters of greater con- 
seqtience.” 

The king was no sooner convinced of Wolsey’s 
fitness for the embassy in question, than he gave 
him orders to prepare for it instantly, refemng 
him to the king in cotmcil for his commission and 
instructions ; during the preparation of which, the 
new ambassador had frequent occasions to I'epnir 
from time to time into the royal presence, still 
further convincing Henry of his singular wisdom 
and sound judgment. 

With a heart swelling with ambition, and an 
anxious desire to distinguish himself upon this 
flattering opportunity, Wolsey seems to have made 
up his mind to astonish at least by his despatch, 
even if not successful in his diplomatic exertions: 
accordingly, having taken his final audience of 
leave at Richmond at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
he embarked on hoard a Gravesend barge brought 
up the river for that purpose ; and, with the help 
of wind and tide, reached Gravesend in little more 
than three hours. Stopping only for post horses, 
he set off between seven and eight in the evening 
for Dover, and travelling with a speed nearly equal 
to that of the present day, he arrived at Dover the 
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next morning at the very moment when the packet 
got under weigh. No time was now to be lost ; 
he pushc'd off to the packet, and before noon was 
safe on shore at Calais. Still pressing on, he 
waited only for post horses, and travelled with 
such diligence, that at a late hour in the evening 
he found liimself at the residence of Maximilian, 
who, hearing of the arrival of an ambassador from 
Henry, determined that no time should be lost in 
diplomatic formalities, “ for his affection to the 
king of England was such, that he was glad of 
any opportunitie to doe him a curtcsie,” and di- 
rected that Wolsey should instantly be admitted 
to the imperial closet, who appears to have made 
good use of the occasion, stating clearly and elo- 
quently the object of his embassy, and craving 
speedy despatch thereon. In this he was emi- 
nently successful, for every thing was settled early 
the next day, all Henry’s requests being granted, 
when he again set off for Calais, where he arrived 
that night, accompanied by a splendid train of 
nobles from the emperor’s court to do him honour. 
At Calais his arrival ^ust took place as the gates 
were opened at day^-break, where he found a 
packet ready to sail, from which he was landed at 
Dover between ten and eleven o’clock in the fore- 
noon, in less than seventy hours after his departure 
from Richmond, where he arrived that night, and 
went quietly to bed until the morning. 

No sooner did the king leave bis bed-chamber, 

K 2 
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at an early hour, to proceed to his closet to mass, 
than Wolsey presented himself, when the king, 
little aware of what had taken place, began to 
check him for his remissness in not having already 
set off upon his embassy — “ Sir,” Wolsey is re- 
ported to have replied — “ if it may please your 
Highness, 1 have already been with the Emperor, 
and despatched your affairs, I trust to your Grace’s 
contentacion,” and thereupon he presented his so- 
vereign with his letters of credence from the em- 
peror. Having entered into all the particulars, 
the king^s wonder was strongly excited ; but his 
majesty, for the present, dissembled his admiration 
and imagination in that matter, under the sem- 
blance of coldness, if not of harshness, and de- 
manded of him if he had met with a pursuivant 
who had been sent after him with letters, “ which 
concerned very material passages which were 
omitted in their consultation, which the king 
earnestly desired should have been despatched in 
his ambassage.” 

His majesty, indeed, scarcely imagined the mes- 
senger to be well out of London, and was there- 
fore doubly surprised when Wolsey answered — 
“ Yes, forsooth, I met with him yesterday by the 
way ; and though I 'had no knowledge thereof, 
yet notwithstandinge, I have beene so bold, upon 
mine own discretion, perceiving the matter to be 
very necessary, in that behalfe I despatched the 
same: and, forasmuch as I have beene so bold to 
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exceed my commission, I most humbly crave your 
royall remission and pardon.” — The king, in- 
wardly rejoicing, replied — we doe not only pardon 
you, but give you our princely thanks, both for 
yoiu* good expldt, and happie expedition: and 
dismissed him for that present, and bade him 
returne to him againe after dinner, for a further 
relation of his ambassage, and so the king went 
to masse.” 

Wolsey then took the earliest opportimity of 
visiting his good friends, the Bishop of Winchester 
and Sir Thomas Lovel, who received him with 
warm applause for having thus done such honour 
to their recommendation, paving the way at the 
same time to further confidence and preferment, 
soon after manifested in his presentation to the 
IJeaueiy of Lincoln, which was then the greatest 
clerical promotion the king .could give, short of a 
bishopric. Wolsey again found himself about to 
lose a patron, for Henry’s health began sensibly 
to decline ; a cimimstance which must have been 
more than ordinarily regretted by him, as he was 
every day rising higher in the royal favour: 
indeed he had now become a favourite companion 
of his majesty, who, feeling the horn: of death 
approadi, was more disposed to admit his chaplains 
than his ministers to his hours of privacy. Yet 
it was not precisely for religious purposes that 
Wolsey was selected for the royal closet ; for the 
king himself, whenever his health would permit, 
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took great delight in the society of the most able 
and learned men about the court, and in none 
more than that of Wolsey, whom he at last began 
to consult upon his private affairs, as well as 
mattera of state ; and it was principally on this 
account that he appointed him to the office of 
alhioner, thereby fixing him more particularly 
near to the royal person. 

This intimacy with the king now for the first 
time led to an intimacy with the prince, who was 
about seventeen years of age, and beginning to 
think for himself. The youthful Henry was first 
induced to notice Wolsey in consequence of the 
general respect that was shown to him by all about 
the court ; and on a more intimate acquaintance 
he l)ecanie 'so delighted with his society and con- 
versation, that he was in the habit of conversing 
with him for hours together. 

In these interviews with the heir apparent Wolsey 
was not unmindful of his own interest, but took 
every opportunity of further ingratiating himself, 
and soon began regularly to pay his court to him. 

It was on the 2d of February 1508, that Wolsey 
was elected dean of Lincoln, when he resigned 
Lymiugton, being succeeded by John Baker, B. D. 
and three weeks afterwards, 20th February, he 
was collated prebend of Walton Brinhold, in the 
iTJorn of John Harden, who resigned, and soon after 
prebend of Stowe, advancing still so much in the 
king’s favour, that he was considered a certain 
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candidate for the next vacant See. lie seems 
rather to have encouraged than to have checked 
tliese prognostications of his future clerical great- 
ness, and he lost no opportunity of courting popu- 
larity, or of appearing to extend his patronage to 
those deserving of it. In particular the famous 
William Lilye, master of St. Paul’s school, was 
tlieu so much in his favour, that he even visited 
him there to witness the performance of the Tra- 
gedy of Dido by the pupils ; the play being drawn 
up by Lilye himself from Virgil. 

It may appear strange, at the preseiit day, that 
Wolsey should have availed himself of the sacer- 
dotal character as a stepping-stone to political pre- 
ferment and influence ; but the fact is, owing to 
a variety of circumstances, particularly from the 
ignorance in which the laity were kept iu general 
by the priesthood, that much of the wealth and 
more of the learning of the nation were at this 
time in the pos.se.ssiou of the clergy. Speaking of 
their wealth, Baker says, in his Chronicle, that 
they were of two sorts, rich and poor; and we 
may srrppose them so likewise in regard to learn- 
ing, when we find the people in the eastern 
comities in such a state of ignorance, that an en- 
thusiastic bishop, Thomas Scroope, of an ancient 
noble family, and at a very advanced age, walked 
bare-footed up and down in Norfolk, for several 
years, teaching the Ten Commandments. 

Other prelates, however, pursued another course 
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with the clergy, especially Pox, Bishop of Win- 
chester, who, by the command of the king, as- 
sembled them all before him, and advised them to be 
liberal in their contributions to the royal treasury ; 
but to this he was answered by the rich, and the 
great incumbents, that they were at great charges 
in keeping up hospitality, and in maintaining their 
families, on which account they hoped to be spared; 
whilst the poorer order tirged that their means 
were small, and tlierefo^ they hoped to be ex- 
cused. 

They had thus apparently caught the bishop in 
a dilemma; but to the richer sort he acknowledged 
at once that it was very true they lived at great 
expense and hospitality; and, since they could do 
that, there was no reason why they should not do 
it for their prince’s service, therefore they must 
pay; he then told the poorer class, that it was 
tine their livings were small, but their frugality 
was gi’eat, of course they must be able to pay, and 
pay they must. 
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SECTION III. 

1509—1515. 

Death of Henry VII. — Promises of the nevr Hcign-r'Marriago 
of Henry and Katliarine — Coronation— Wolsey’s Politics 
and politic Conduct — Aims at the Papal Tiara— Star- 
Chamber — Death of his Enemy, the Countess of Richmond 
— Power and Influence — Made Dean of York — War with 
Prance — Royal Campaign— Liege and Bishopric of Toumay 
— Wolscy's Care of N^val Aflairs — Bishop of Lincoln — 
Elected Chancellor of Cambridge, but refuses— Becomes 
Archbishop of York— Marriage of Louis, of France with 
the King’s Sister — Builds Hampton Court— Is raised to 
the Cardinalate — ^Manifestations of Pride and Arrogance — 
Marriage of Dowager of France with the Duke of SuflToIk- 
Wolsey appointed Lord High Chancellor, &c. &c. 

WoLSEY did not long enjoy the good graces of 
his first royal master, who died in 1509; and 
Cavendish very quaintly observes, that it was a 
wonder to see what practices and devices were 
then used about the young prince, Henry VIII. ; 
together with the great provision that was then 
made for the funeral of the one, and for the coro- 
nation of the other. ** After the solemnizations 
and costly tryumphs,” he adds, “ our naturall, 
young, couragious, lusty prince, and soveraign 
Lord, King Henry VIII., entering into his flower 
and lusty youth, tooke upon him the royall scepter 
and imperiall..diademe of this fisrtile nation, the 
two-and-twentieth of Ai)ril, Anno Dom. 1509, 
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which at that time flourished with all abundance 
of riches, whereof the king was most inestimably 
furnished, called then the golden world.” 

Of some of the delights of this “ golden world” 
Wolsey seemed determined to partake ; and still 
retaining the ofiice of almoner, as by pennission, 
with hopes of re-appointment, and finding that he 
had a plain pathway to promotion, he behaved him- 
self with so much policy, that he was speedily raised 
to the rank of a privy counsellor, and increased 
daily in the royal favour, receiving, not the then 
palace of Bridewell for his own personal residence 
as asserted by some writers, but a large house near 
to it, which had been the residence of Sir Richard 
Einpson, and was forfeited to the crown, ou his 
impeachment and conviction. That the premises 
miust have been very extensive, however, is evident 
from the fact that there were ten gardens attached 
to them, reaching to the banks of the Thames. 

We have already mentioned Wolsey’s apppoint- 
ment to the deanery of Lincoln by Henry VII., 
and have now to record that he was installed into 
that high office by proxy, as appears by the Lincoln 
register, on the 25th of March, previous to the de- 
mise of Henry, which did not take place until the 
22d of April; the ftineral being celebrated three 
days afterwards, on the 25th, when the royal re- 
mains were first carried in procession to St. Paul’s, 
and from thence to Westminster Abbey, to be de- 
posited in the tomb and chapel which Henry him- 
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self had erected; the royal chaplains, amongst 
whom was Wolsey, walking in the procession, and 
praying all the way. 

A short time aftemards, on the 3d of May, 
Dean Wolsey was collated to the Prebend of Stow 
Magna, vacant by the death of John Smyth, and 
to which he had been presented by gift of the 
crown dining the life-time of his deceased royal 
master : indeed he seems to have let nothing slip 
through his fingers, on which he had once laid his 
grasp ; and it may be remarked of him, that witli 
all his desire to reform the abuses of the chiu'ch, 
he was himself, during the whole of his ecclesias- 
tical and political power, the holder of more bene- 
fices and church preferments at once than any in- 
dividual either before or since, whether under the 
Roman Catholic or Protestant regimes. 

The new reign opened under very favourable 
auspices for W olsey, who looked forwax’d to the 
office of almoner, amongst the earliest court ar- 
rangements ; and on the very first day that he ap- 
peared at court, the young monarch receiveil him 
with the highest marks of favour; nay, he ap- 
peared even to single him out from his other at- 
tendants, conversing with him in a way so friendly 
and familiar, that all the courtiers instantly judged 
him to be in the very'high road to state prefer- 
ment, and accordingly began to pay him the ut- 
most personal respect and deference. 

This eai'ly notice of the king towards Wolsey 
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soon gained to the latter some share of credit and 
popularity; he being considered at least as one 
of the royal advisers to a proclamation, in which 
Heniy said, that being informed his good subjects 
had ‘been oppressed, under the specious pretence 
of preserving the prerogative of the crown, he now 
^ve them leave to bring in their complaints, and 
promised them all due satisfaction towards the 
same. It is difficiQt to say, however, how far 
Wolsey’s influence had yet extended with Henry 
in his more private concerns, particularly in re- 
gard to his marriage with his brother’s widow, 
the Princess Katharine. Archbishop Warham was 
certainly strongly opposed to it ; but Bishop Fox 
strenuously insisted that the pope’s dispensation 
was lawfiil ; and from the confidential intercourse 
l)etween him and Wolsey, we may naturally con- 
clude as to the part taken by the latter, especially 
as the young king was himself really partial to 
the match, not only from political reasons, but 
also from his firm belief, that nothing more than 
the mere ceremony had taken place between his 
deceased brother and the bride elect — a fact after- 
wards most solemnly asserted by Katharine her- 
self Most of the historians of that day have 

* Tlius modestly stated by herself, in the words of our 
Avouian bard : 

“ Please you, sir. 

The king, your lather, was reputed for 
A prince most prudent, of an excellent 
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been very prolix on this part of the subject, and 
many whimsical anecdotes have been given to the 
world as truths ; but delicacy forbids us going fiir- 
ther than to record that the marriage ceremony of 
Henry and Katharine was celebrated in the chapel 
royal of the palace at Greenwich, on the 3d of 
June; when, as distinctly stated by several writers, 
the young widow was dressed in white, to show 
her vii’ginity; a circumstance, in regard to dress, 
on which great importance was laid at that period, 
the very wearing of white being in itself con- 
sidered in the light of a tacit vow or oath at the 
altar to the truth of the assumption. 

The honeymoon was scarcely half over, when 
preparations were busily made for the royal coro- 
nation of the new married couple; a ceremony 
which took place in all due form on the Sl4th of 
the same month, the crowns being placed on both 
their heads by Warham, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury ; no very agreeable office, we may suppose, 
in reference to his strong and conscientious oppo- 
sition to the marriage. 

It has by some been said, that Wolsey’s very 


And unmatcli’d wit and judgment: Fenlinand, 
My father, King of Spain, was reckon’d one 
'Tlic wisest prince that there had reign’d by many 
A year before : It is not to be question’d 
That they had gather’d a wise council to them 
Of every realm, that did debate this business. 
Who deem’d our marriage lawful.” 
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early intimacy with the young monarch, after his 
coming to the crown, was owing to the particular 
recommendation of Bishop Fox ; and it is not im- 
possible that such a recommendation may have 
had its weight, in regard to affairs strictly poli- 
tical. The fact is, as stated, that Fox observed with 
great uneasiness the coiu’se which Henry seemed 
inclined to take in lavishing the treasures collected 
by his father, and in bestowing his confidence upon 
young and extravagant favourites. This made so 
deep an impression upon him, as to induce him to 
think of retiring from court; but to this there was 
still one powerful objection, inasmuch as he would 
thereby risk the loss of his oum personal favour 
with the king. Accordingly he again thought of 
Wolsey as the proper person to coiteteract his po- 
litical rival, the Earl of Siury ; and, as he had 
done when recommending him to Henry VII., so 
did he now to his son. To this he was led, we 
are told, more particularly by observing tlie great 
distinction with whicli Wolsey was treated by the 
king ; and, therefore, he took an early opportunity 
of asking an audience of the youthful monarch, 
when he, in a handsome speech carefully prepiued 
for the occasion, requested that he might be ex- 
cused from a constant attendance at court, in con- 
sequence of age and infirmity. To this Henry 
gave his assent ; when Fox adroitly seized the op- 
portunity to recommend Wolsey, as possessing the 
greatest abilities for a political minister, and well 
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qualified to execute the most important services. 
This recommendation was perfectly in consonance 
with the royal feelings, as the king himself ac- 
knowledged, and measures were taken accordingly. 

To this, however, we may add, that whatever 
of court favour Wolsey may have owed to others, 
part of it was probably due to the young Mai’qiiess 
of Doraet, formerly his pupil, and then a great fa- 
vourite with the king; tliough at a subsequent 
period he joined the party hostile to Wolsey, and 
not only subscribed, but was one of those who 
presented the forty-four articles of impeachment 
against him to his sovereign. 

Henry’s public favours did not, however, flow 
very fast or early upon Wolsey; for it was not until 
the 8th of November, that the order was signed 
reappointing him to the office of almoner; on 
whicli day was also dated a gi’ant to him of all 
goods and chattels of f clones de se, . and all coro- 
ners’ deodands ; but with the express reservation, 
that the proceeds were all to be distributed for 
charitable purjioses. 

At this period it must be I'emembered, that 
Henry’s disposition was exactly such as an ambi- 
tious favourite might wish for, according to the 
account given by Stowe ; who, after stating the 
names of his council, recommended by the Coun- 
tess of Richmond, his grandmother, observes, that 
these grave counsellors, fearing lest such abund- 
ance of riches and wealth, as the king was now 
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possessed of, might move hia, young years unto 
riotous forgetting of himself, persuaded him to be 
present with them when they sate in council, to 
acquaint him with matter pertaining to the politic 
government of the realm ; with which, at first, he 
could not well endure to be much troubled, being 
rather Inclined to follow such pleasant pastimes as 
his youthful years did more delight in. 

That Wolsey should hence speedily rise into 
favour with the youthful monarch is not sur- 
prising, after its being also confessed by his apo- 
logist, that Henry being young, and much given 
to his pleasure, his old counsellors advised him to 
have recourse sometimes to the council about im- 
portant affairs ; but that the politic almoner, on 
the contrary, persuaded his royal master, “ to 
mind his pleasure, and he would take his care and 
charge upon hunselfe, (if his majcstie would coun- 
tenance him with his authoritie), which the king 
liked well ; and thus none was like to the almoner 
in favour with the king.” 

This, if true, is convincing proof, if proof were 
needful, of the daring grasp of Wolsey’s mind, and 
of the extent of his ambition, in already aspiring 
to the papacy ; on which point, his own personal 
exertions he felt to be strongly required by the 
existing state of affairs. In the first place, the 
Reformation, though its demonstrations in the 
north of Italy had just been, as it were, extermi- 
nated, had nevertheless made great progress in 



Germany, and w^as beginning to sliow itself in 
Hoheniia ; whilst in England its principles WTre 
sufficiently manifest to alarm an ambitious man 
looking forward to the highest offices in the papal 
hierarchy. In the second jdace, whoever might be 
candidate for the papal tiara, must fix his political 
hojKN either on the imiHTial or French interests. 
No\v, as to the emj)ire, Alaximilian, whose political 
influence and prej)onderance on the (\mtinent 
arose rather from his possession of Burgundy and 
the Netherlands, than from his Austrian domi- 
nions, was well awaiv that he only held those 
states in right of his wife; and was, therefore, 
anxioiLs, for his l)etter security, to court the al- 
liance of the youthful Henry, lest he should adopt 
a diderciit line of policy fi*om that of his father 
towards him : whilst, on the other hand, France 
U 71 S not only Kstill in doubt as to the claims of 
succession, which a young and spirited monarch 
jnight choose to renew, but Louis XII. was him- 
self then endeavouring to incorporate Bretagne 
with his other doininions, by an union witli the 
heiress ; a measure which Henry VII. had already 
been much blamed for allowing to be in train 
Avithout opposing it, and which might readily be- 
come a subject of contest betwcoi the two coun- 
tries. Besides, Louis was then at war with some of 
the Italian states, so that a rupture with England 
Avould have been highly impolitic. \Vols(*y was 
well aAvare of this, and that in the common course 
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of politics these two monarchs must become even 
the suppliants of the minister and favourite of the 
King of England, who was then in possession of 
a well stored treasury, and actuated by a spirit of 
Boldness and daring that would not hesitate at 
warfare. Here then was ^ the stepping-stone to 
papal power; and the ambitious favourite saw that 
he had but to choose between the two interests. 

It was about 1509 that Wolsey received the 
appointment of reporter of proceedings in the Star 
Chamber, but must previously have l)een eiitnisted 
with higher powers ; for his domestic biographer 
observes, that his sentences in the Star Chamber 
were ever so pithy and witty, that upon all oc- 
casions his brother judges chose him, “ for the 
fluent eloquence of his tongue, to be the expositor 
to the king in all their proceedings. In Avhom the 
king received so great content, that he called him 
still nearer to his person ; and the rather because 
he was most ready to advance the king’s own will 
and pleasure, having no respect to the case.” 

TTiis is a most unfortmiate admission for Wol- 
sey’s judicial honesty; particularly when we re- 
flect, that not many years afterwards he was en- 
trusted with the property and rights, nay then 
almost with the lives of the people of England, in 
the high office of Lord Chancellor. But, indeed, 
he is acknowledged, even in this early political 
stage of his progress, to have acted a part which, 
at the present day, would not be considered a very 
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honourable one, and might cause more than one 
long debate in parliament ; tor he is stated, being 
now generally known to be in high favour, to 
have been the mark for all having solicitations; 
“ till at last,” says Cavendish, “ many presents, 
gifts, and rewards, came in so plentifully, that I 
dare say he wanted nothing, for bee had all things 
in abundance, that might either please his fandc, 
or enrich his coffers, for the times so favourably 
smiled uj)on him.” To account for this, it is else- 
where expressed, that Wolsey climbed up For- 
tune’s wheel, so that no man was in estimation 
with the king, but only be, for bis witty qualities 
and wisdom : to which it is added, that he had an 
cs])ecial gift of natural eloquence, and “ a fylod 
tongue to pronounce the same,” so that he was 
able therewith to ])ersiu)de and allure all men to 
his purposes, in the time of his continuaucv in 
power and favour. 

We have ali’eady brought down this biography 
to the latter part of 1509, but we may here go 
back to notice that Wolsey felt reason to congra- 
tulate hira.self on an event that took place in the 
royal family, wliich removed an obstacle to the 
increase of his influence over the mind of the 
youthful monarch. This was the death of the 
veuerableMargaret,Countes8ofRichmond, Henry’s 
grandmother, which happened on the 29th of June, 
very soon after the coronation. Old Grafton says 

F 2 
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this was ail event by which the public welfare 
was “ gi'eatly endainmaged, for she being a woman 
of singular wisdom and policy, and also of most 
virtuous life, perceiving that the king, by reason 
of his youthful and lusty years, coidd not execute 
and minister his office and function, did, from the 
beginning, so provide and study at all times, that 
she brought to pass, that such men as were the 
worthiest, and of most integrity and godliness, 
M'ere advanced to the highest authority, and boi’e 
the chiefest sway in the administration of affaira 
for the public weal.” Without impeaching Wol- 
sey’s character or motives, we may still suppose 
that his policy, as afterwards displayed, would 
not have escaped the prophetic penetration of 
the politic countess. We have already noticed 
the royal present to Wolsey of the parsonage 
imd tenements of St. Bride’s, with vai’ious gar- 
dens, &;c. which had been previously seized ille- 
gally by Sir Richard Empson; but it appears 
from Rymer (Feed. xii. 269), that the grant was 
not made officially out until the 30th of Janu- 
ary, 1510; soon after which, on the 7th of 
February, he was appointed Canon of Windsor, 
succeeding to Robert Fysher: about which pe- 
riod we have reason to believe that he was ad- 
mitted to the degree of S. T. B. at Oxford, on his 
own request; and on the 28th of the following 
November he received the additional favour of 
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the rectory of Turuiiigton, in the diocese of Exe- 
ter, thus still adding to his wealth and ecclesi- 
astical influence. 

Though VVolsey was not yet elevated to the 
rank of minister, he was such a jk'rsonal favourite, 
that the king seemed not happy without him, 
taking him in the royal suite wherever he went. 
On one occasion, Wolsey was with him at Wind- 
sor, fnmi whence he wrote to Bishop Fox; this 
letter will clearly show the jMjlitical card that he 
was playing, both with his old patron and his new 
one — it runs thus : 

“ After my most humble commendations, with 
desii*e of your health and perfect recoveiy, may it 
please your good lordship to understand : the am- 
bassador of Spain hath liberally dealt with my 
Lord D’Arcy, ajul given him allowance for one 
whole month after Gd. the day, and for fifteen 
days after %d. the day, for every soldier, more 
than he could demand ; and the king, our master, 
hath for his part given to him the thousand 
pounds, wliich at his departing his grace lent to 
him. Thus the king’s money goes away in 
every kind; and, as touching the king’s abode 
here, he intends not to depart hence till four or 
five days before All-hallowe tide. On Monday 
next coming, his grace proposes to ride to London 
to see his ship, there to tarry two days, and then 
return hither again. My Loisi Sha — ys is not 
yet come to court, but is expected in two or thzae 
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days. My Lord Treasurer, Surry, waited on his 
highness this day sevennight, and had such man- 
ner and countenance showed to him, that on the 
morrow he departed home again, and is not yet 
returned to court. With little help now he might 
be removed ; whereof, in my poor judgment, no 
little good would ensue. Mr. Howard greatly in- 
censed the king against the Scots, by whose wan- 
ton means his grace spends much money, and is 
more disposed to war than peace. Your presence 
would be very necessary to repress this appetite. 
Other news we have none here, except that it 
is thought the queen is with child ; when other 
affairs occur, I shall let you know, hoping God will 
preserve your good lordship in happiness. At 
Windsor, in haste, the last day of September, with 
the rude hand of your loving and humble priest. 

“ As touching the preferment of Mr. Y — ^ng, I 
need not write, for I suppose he has advertised 
your lordship at length in that behalf, and also 
desired your counsel now that the king has showed 
him his pleasure, how far the expedition of this 
matter shall be further ordained and demeaned. 
Our Lord send you health and strength.” 

From the whole tenor of this epistle it is clear 
that Wolsey was, as yet, not arrived at that po- 
litical preponderance which enabled him “to set 
up for himself.” He was still the political protegd 
of Fox, and still acquainted him with the state of 
courtly affairs, which he was better enabled to do. 
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when a member of tlie Privy Council ! but in that 
council his opinion was not yet of sufficient weight 
to counterbalance other interests, or to insure that 
line of policy which his good sense, perhaps self- 
interest, would have dictated ; nor, indeed, did the 
appointment take place until the mouth of Novem- 
l)er, 1510. 

That Wolsey was a great encourager of learning 
and learned men, having magnificent designs of 
promoting both, is now generally acknowledged ; 
yet it is expressly asserted by Dr. Middleton, in the 
dedication of a work of his, “ A Letter from Rome,” 
that about this time, and in the very infancy of 
printing in England, he saw the probable efiects 
of the press, in opjiosition to the Roman Catholic 
religion, so that in a speech to some body of clergy, 
he publicly forewarned them, that if they did not 
destroy the press, the press would destroy them.” 
Still, even whilst reprobating this, if true, we must 
not forget that it wa^ under his influence that 
Henry was induced to invite both I’itiau and 
Raphael into England ! 

His rise now began to show itself with more 
rapidity, and the almoner was looked up to as 
soon likely to become prime minister ; so evident 
was his power indeed about this time, that Dean 
Colet, when ill and supposed to be dyiftg, said to 
Erasmus, that Wolsey had the supreme command 
of the kingdom, and, therefore, he was going to 
retire from the world. So rapid, also, was his 
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rise, and so frequent his change of title, that Eras- 
mus, who wrote a book about this period, to be 
dedicated to him, declai'ed, that before he could 
have an opportunity of presenting it to his patron- 
age, he was forced three times to change his style 
of address. 

We have already noticed Ms appointment to a 
canonry of Windsor, but it appears from Ryiner, 
(Feed. xiii. 293.) that the grant was not signed until 
the 7th of February 1511, soon after which, he 
was appointed registrar of the order of the garter. 

To do Wolsey impartial justice, we must record 
that he began early to exercise his power and in- 
fluence in favour of Oxford : and it was at his so- 
licitation, joined to that of Archbishop Warham, 
then Chancellor, and of Sir Thomas More,, then 
High Steward of the University, that Henry not 
only confirmed all its diarters of privileges, but 
even granted to it gi'eater ones. Oxford iniist, in- 
deed, have been much in need of royal patronage, if 
the statement is coiTCCt as to the facts which led to 
this application on their pai’t.: for we are told, that, 
at this very period, the scholars had been very ill- 
treated by the townsmen, the latter attempting to 
destroy some of the most ancient and well-known 
rights of that university. On this the scholars 
iimnediately complained to their chancellor ; but 
at the same time stating, that their finances were 
so exhausted, tliey had not money enough to pur- 
chase a renewal of theii* privileges. 
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In Wolsey, hoM'ever, they found a finn friend, 
and one disposed to serve them ; for Avhieh, too, 
he was soon bettor qualified by an appointment to 
the Deanery of York, on the 21st of Februaiy, 
1512 ; an arrangemtnit udiieh seems to have been 
very agreeable to Cardinal liaynbridge, ai'chbishop 
of tliat see, then resident at Rome, who sent him 
a highly congratulatory letter upon the occasion. 
He was, about the same time, appointed to the 
Prebend of Biigthorpe, in York Diocese, and on 
the IStli of October following was ])reseuted to 
the Deanery of St. Stephen’s Westminster, now the 
British House of Commons, by Bishop Fox, and 
Greorge, Earl of Shrewsbury, to whom the pre- 
sentation had been gi’auted by the king’s letters- 
patent. Wolsey was admitted and instituted 
into the high office, by John, then abbot of West- 
minster ; but it is remarksible, that the only evi- 
dence of this fact, now existing, is to be found in 
the register or lease books of tliat church and 
abbacy. 

Active political measures now took placej arising 
out of the war between France and the pope, on 
which subject several coiuicils were called, but in 
which, if Wolsey was a participator, as probably he 
was, still we do not find any record of his opinions. 

One, party urged that the king had now an op- 
portunity of recovering the ancient passessions of 
the crown in France, the people of which, it was 
alleged, would readily return to their ancient al- 
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legiance; especially as Louis XII. was then in Italy. 
Besii^ it was strongly represented that England 
might depend upon the assistance not only of 
Spain, but of Germany also. But the other party 
contended that hitherto England had never re- 
ceived any real advantage from all the battles she 
had fought with, or all the victories she Iiad gained 
over France ; and therefore no future advantages 
could be expected. Nay, they said that not only 
were all our treasures formerly exhausted, but that 
the people were even tired of the victories that had 
been gained. They further urged that we, as an 
island, had nothing to do with continental posses- 
sions, or continental warfare ; and that, if some- 
thing warlike must be entered into, then the East 
or West Indies were our proper fields of action, 
where, if the Spaniards or Portuguese should re- 
fuse to let us participate in their parts, still was 
there enough left for our own discovery. It was 
added that if piety was an object, then there would 
be more merit in converting the infidels to Chris- 
tianity than in expending our time and treasure 
in establishing a doubtful head of the church — 
one whom the council of Pisa had determined to 
depose. 

Notwithstanding the rationality of these latter 
aiguments, the wann-hearted and enthusiastic 
monarch easily entered into the views of those 
who recommended war ; and he not only acceded 
to the plan of calling a parliament for the piu'pose 
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of raising the necessary supplies, but also approved 
of two demands which were to be sent over to the 
King of France by a special ambassador : the first, 
that he should desist from hostilities against the 
pope; the second, that Louis should deliver up 
Anjou, Guienne, &c. But the French monarch re- 
fused to comply with either, and war was declared ; 
the parliament not only approving of the same* 
but also granting large subsidies both from the 
commons and the clergy. 

This parliament met in November, 1812 ; and 
no sooner was a royal camplugn determined on, 
than Wolsey was specially appointed by the king 
to superintend not only every thing connected with 
the royal household, but even the formation of an 
army, and the furthering of its present and future 
supplies. 

It may at first seem strange that a priest should 
be occupied with military preparations ; but it has 
been justly accounted for, on the principle that he 
was entrusted with these preparations from hi.s 
great favour with the king, without reference to 
his clerical profession : and he certainly acquired 
both favour and reputation by his exertions, for 
he was careful not to neglect any thing that could 
tend to increase Heniys good opinion of him ; and 
on this occasion, in particular, his most inde- 
fatigable application appeared so evident to the 
king, that he was highly pleased with it ; and per- 
haps the more so because he was pleased thus to 
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in his court and council a churchman less 
scrupulous on many points than some of his older 
councillors. This feeling on the part of the mo- 
narch, it is stated, was therefore, when joined with 
his other talents for business, and his extensive 
knowledge in divinity, the means hy which Wol- 
sey finally gained such advantages over the other 
courtiers. 

Rapin, indeed, attempts to give a different 
colour to those evfents ; for he says that Wolsey 
made it his particular business to show to the king 
his errors since his accession to the throne, and how 
his youth had been abused ; by which method, he 
insinuated to him by degrees that he was ill-served, 
and wanted an able minister, capable of easing him 
in the administration of the most weighty affairs, 
and of showing him the consequences. In a word, 
continues that author, he so managed, that he be- 
came himself the minister which he' advised the 
king to seek, and, by degrees, was entrusted with 
the care and conduct of the king’s principal affiiirs. 
Then, adds Rapin, his credit rendered him haughty, 
proud, insolent, and ungratefid to his old friends ; 
in short, he was taxed with all the failings of this 
nature which favourites are usually charged with, 
and which, indeed, few favourites can avoid. 

Of the justness of these charges we shall be 
enabled to judge, in the coiurse of the following 
pages ; only anticipating so far, as to notice an- 
other observation of that historian, that Wolsey, 
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like most others in his situation, became extremely 
odious, chiefly, becaxise his counsels were self-iu- 
terested, which the event discovered to all but the 
king, who was blind in that respect ; he states, also, 
that his favom* and credit caused the most potent 
princes of Europe to strive to gain him to their 
interests, and to glory, at least, outwai-dly, on being 
in the number of his friends. 

We feel, however, although not panegyrists 
of the Cardinal, that something, at least, of this 
charge of selfishness will be removed by various 
occurrences, yet to be related ; and tliat we shall 
be able to adduce some instances of real patriotism 
in his behalf. Wolsey certainly had sufficient po^ 
litical sagacity to perceive, as Rapiu hints, that 
during Henry’s reign the affairs of Europe were 
in such a situation as to give to England the 
power of making the balance to incline to whatever 
side she might espouse ; and it cannot be denied 
that he knew how to improve this advantage, and 
thereby to .render himself the richest and most 
powerful subject that ever was : still W’s cannot 
give full weight to the assertion that he laboured 
not with the same ardour for his master’s honour 
as for his own interest. 

But Rapin seems to have spoken generally from 
what Lord Herbert, in his Life of Henry, states 
more particularly, when he says that the king being 
young and given to his pleasure, some advised him 
to have recourse to his council for instructions 
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how to ^vem his kingdom ; but Wolsey told the 
king that he should sometimes follow his studies 
and sometimes take his pleasure; and that it was 
wrong to meddle with old men’s cimes before it was 
proper so to do, especially seeing there was not 
wanting a person who could recite to his majesty 
the effect of a whole da}r’s consultation in council. 
He then asserts that this advice so pleased the 
king, that Wolsey thence attained the height of 
royal favour. 

It will not be irrelevant here to notice a speech 
attributed to Wolsey in a moment of royal con- 
fidential communication ; but of the authenticity 
of which there may fairly be some doubt, from the 
strong jesmtical sophistry which pervades almost 
every line of it. Lord Herbert makes Wolsey 
allude to the experience which the king already 
had of the strange effects produced by contradic- 
tions of coimsels. He then is made to say, that it 
was imsafe to believe singly' either of those on 
whose advice the king most relied, and it was im- 
possible to believe both; wherefore he recom- 
mended that the youthful monarch should choose 
some one, who, being disinterested, might have no 
passion or thought but how to serve him. * Then 
come arguments, urging that all those reasons of 
state which prove monarchy ,to be the best form 
of government make for a favourite in the next 
place, upon the principle that a king should not 
allow his power to diffuse itself, at once from his 
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own person, but through the medium of another 
individual ; for kings must never descend but by 
steps, and the higher they must stand in proportion 
to the ranks and orders under them. 

It was a bold stroke of -policy in Wolsey next 
to tell the king, if he really did do so, that the 
adoption of a favourite minister would not induce 
the other members of the council to consider them- 
selves much lessened; because, as long as they 
should be permitted still to exercise their usual 
sway over their inferiors, they would not think 
themselves much concerned for the rest. 

Other pleas which he is supposed to have mged 
were, however, if not perfectly con*ect, yet more 
plausible, as he is stated to have said, — “ Besides, 
your people will be glad of it, as knowing which 
way to address their suits ; to leave them more at 
large, were to expose them to those delays and 
tmcertainties they would never patiently endure. 
Again, it would be impossible any other way to 
keep secresy in business (which yet is the life of 
coimcil), or almost to find out who is the divulger. 
Moreover, if your highness would not seem to have 
advice to proceed from you, how easy may your 
highness disavow all, and lay the fault on him. 
Thus may your highness find the many uses you 
may make of your favourite:” — ^but the whole of 
this appears to be in a style of argument which 
Wolsey would never have dared to use towards a 
monarch so clear-sighted as Henry was ; nor can 
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we suppose that even so young a monarch would 
have been blinded by that affectation of self-denial 
where Wolsey is made to urge, that he would never 
advise the king to see only by the eyes, or to hear 
only by the ears, of the favourite ; since that would 
be to keep him in too much darkness and subjec- 
tion. To prevent that, he is said to recommend 
the appointment of other able persons, such as 
might be imknown to each other, by whom the 
king might be informed, from time to time, not 
only of what was done, but even said in common 
i*epute ; whence it would be impossible for the fa- 
vourite to deceive him. He is also made to re- 
commend the formation of something very like 
what, in later days, has been called backstairs in- 
fluence, by advising with, and consulting sepa- 
rately, three or four confidential persons for the 
piurpose of particular scrutiny and examination of 
the more intricate and doubtful parts of business; 
these persons not to be members of the council, but 
to prepare and to investigate such difficult ques- 
tions as were to come before that body. 

Thus far we can scarcely sup|)ose Machiavel 
hhnself would have vent^ed to speak so openly ; 
what then shall we say of the conclusion ? — “ This 
will enable you to speak thereof when you transfer 
it to, the body of your council, and make you dis- 
cern their opinions only. If any thing be deter- 
mined, let your favomite be the chief actor in the 
execution thereof ; then your highness may please 
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to advise, neither will I presume to nominate my- 
self ; otherwise only d will crave leave to say this 
much, that 'rtdien your highness will, out of your 
own election, think fit to use my service therein, 
I doubt not hut so to establish and conserve your 
highness’s authority, as to make you the greatest 
and happiest prince living, neither shall 1 fear to 
fall when any benefit to )rour majesty Avill grow 
thereby.” 

Can we believe, on Lord Herbert’s evidence, 
that this speech so for prevailed on the king that, 
without any other advice or consideration, he in- 
stantly ordered Wol^y to despatch his most im- 
portant affairs agreeable to the foregoing proposi- 
tion ? Or, are we to suppose with Polydore Virgil, 
that Wolsey was of such a gay, facetious temper, 
that he could suit his humour to the king’s, so as 
to make it agreeable to, the levity and passion of 
youth ; and that he would sing, laugh, dance, and 
play with the young courtiers who were most in 
favour with the king? 

More liberal is it, indeed, to give credence to 
Collier’s ac(X>unt, where he obaei‘ves that, although 
Wolsey on coming into p^wer indulged the king 
in his humour, yet he reminded him of business, 
and particularly endeavoimed to make him sensible 
what advantages trade and navigation would pro- 
duce for the kingdom ; which induced Henry, in 
his youthful days, to be vary attentive in that re- 
spect, both in giving his subjects letters of safe 
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conduct, and, in case they sustained any damage 
by foreigners, in demanding satisfaction ; and, if 
that was not to be had, to repel force by force. 

The probability of this, too, is further confirmed 
by what, Polydore Virgil himself acknowledges, 
that, after a share of the public business was de- 
volved by the king on the favourite, yet Henry, 
though in that respect disengaged and at liberty, 
being well disposed, instructed and. formed for 
empire, did not wholly neglect his duty : but, that 
he might employ his time both commendably and 
to advantage, applied himself to the study of good 
literature ; sometimes, at bis leisure hours, with 
music ; at other times with divinity, and this he 
did by the advice of Wolsey. 

That Wolsey, as is generally acknowledged, pos- 
sessed an universal genius, adapted for his times, 
and for his own ambitious plans, cannot well be 
doubted; and in his new office he showed himself 
as well fitted for the camp as for the court or 
conclave. Hostilities being already determined on 
1^ parliament,>end ngw on the verge of breaking 
out between France and England, He^, as 
already slightly noticed, determined to collect a 
formidable fmrce and to invade France in person, 
which he could do Inore easily than at the present 
day, Calais being then in our possession. It became 
necessaiy, of course, that all due and requisite pre- 
parations should speedily be made ; Henry, there- 
fore, determined, as ,we have already recorded, to 
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give the whole chaige to Wobey,. as the fittest 
person for it : and he certainly was so, according 
to the spirit and practice of that day, fin* he being 
withotft scmfdes* in whatever the king might 
demand, however difficult it might E»em, accepted 
tile charge at once, and was so active and so stre> 
nuous, that all things w^ provided mudi earlier 
than the king could have hoped for, not only in 
regard to troops, but also the ammunition, artil- 
lery, provisions, stores, &c. necessary for such an 
h*my. 

Previous to Henry’s taking the field, an army 
was first sent over to Frani^ under the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, who instantly commenced hostilities 
by undertaking the siege of Terouenne, whilst 
Wolsey actively hastoied the royal preparations, 
yet not losing sight of his ecdesiastical interests in 
the bustle of warfare and pomp of chivalry : for, 
if the dates we have consulted are correct, he took 
care, that even duruog his absence he should secure 
whatever church vacanciai fiaight suit his purpose, 
in case of their failing in when he was not actually 
on the spot. Of his extreme care on this subject 
there is one instanoe on record, in the precentor- 
ship cf St. Paul*e, become vacant by the death of 
Oundissdlvi Ferdinand, a foreign monk, and to 
which office he was collated on the Sth of Jdly, 
though then Actually with the army in France. 
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Every thing being prepared for the royal de- 
parture, by Wolsey’s active care, and thet^ueen 
having been appointed regent during the king’s 
pHToposed absence on this campaign, both their ma- 
jesties departed from Greenwich on the 15th of 
June, with a long train, consisting of the Duke of 
'Buckingham; the Marquis of Dorset; the Earls of 
Northumberland, Essex, Kent, and Wiltshire; the 
Lords Audley, De la War, and Ciurzon ; the prime 
minister and almoner, Wolsey; Fox, Bishop of 
Winchester; mid many others of high rank and 
eminence. Proceeding by easy journeys, they ar- 
rived at Dover, from whence, after a short delay, 
his majesty and suite sailed for Calais, then in 
English possession, where be landed on the 30th 
of June, and was suitably received by Sir Gilbert 
Talbot, the governor. 

Waiting at Calais only until' the provisions and 
stores and some further reinforcements of troops 
should come over, Henry then departed with his 
force to join the English army already occupied in 
the siege Teroueune, where he arrived on the 
18th of July. The place was very strong; besides 
whidi it was rumoured that the Frrnich army was 
in fiill mardi to attack that of England: but 
Henry was not dismayed; and, mustering his little 
bond of only S6J)00 men, he quietly awaited the 
approach of the enmny. , 

It is a very curious fact, tlu^ although neither 
Fox nor Woteey went over to France for the pur- 
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pose off fighting; yet ^o numesuns vrete their at- 
tendants, as nearly to form the rear g^ard of the 
English army. 

The French force was by no means so numerous 
at this moment as reported, being little more than 
an army of observation; yet they boldly resolved 
to make a dashing attempt to save the town; and 
accordingly, on the l6th of August, the whole of 
their cavalry, to the number of 8000 men, made a 
sudden and well-conducted attack on the English 
out-posts : but a sufficient number of troox>s were 
soon collected, and so well were the Fi'enchmeu 
received, that their first assault was repulsed with 
the loss of six standards, many men, and officers, 
amongst whom was the then delebrated Duke of 
Longueville. So hot indeed Was thdr reception, 
that they were soon broken and.fied ; and so rapid 
was their flight, so hard did they spur their horses, 
tiiat the affair has ever since been designated, by 
histmians, the Battle qf Spurs, 

Terouenne was carried by a fierce assault two 
days afterwards; and there Hoary was met by the 
Emperor Maximilian, who not only brought a large 
army to his assistance, but took wages of the king 
also; or, in modern diplomatic language, accepted 
a subsidy. 

Henry had no sooner got possession ci Teion- 
enne, than, by Wolsey’s adviee» he made every pre- 
pardon for its preservation and defence, not only 
to secure a retreat, if necessary, but also to support 
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ilimself in tihe possession of Tournay, should it faU 
into his hands; an object of some importance 
to the almoner, as the revenues of its see were 
considerable, and its mitre, as Wols^ no ' doubt 
thought, expressly made to fit him. 

The siege of Toumay was speedily undertaken 
on the 21st of September, and carried on so briskly, 
agreeable to the military ideas of that day, that it 
as speedily surrendered, when Henry instantly ap- 
pointed his clerical friend to the see, as a reward 
for his activity and diligence ; but as publicly an- 
nounced, it was only in consequence of the French 
bishop refusing to swear fealty to the King of 
England, that Wolsey was appointed to supersede 
him. The citizeils of Tournay were not, indeed, 
so sciiiptilous, for it appears, that immediately on 
its surrender, the new bishop, in his capacity of 
king’s almoner, administered the oatlis to upwards 
of 80,000. 

It was on the 30th of September that Toumay 
surrendered, after whidi, in a coimcil of war, many 
debates ensued as to the propriety of retaining that 
place. It appears, however, that Wolsey, upon 
this occasion, assisted at the council of war, and 
ux'ged most strongly that Toumay should be kept 
as a trophy of the king's victory; and the rather 
so, because Julius Caesar, in his Commentmies, 
acknowledged he nowhere met with so brave a 
resistance as at Toumay. Wolsey’s advice was 
finally approved by the council; and the king 
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joining in the general opinion, determined to make 
a public entry into that city, even more aplendidly 
than he did at Teroueiuie. 

During the royal stay at Totimay, Henry was 
visited by the Archduke Charles, his nephew, after- 
wards Charles V.; and by Margaret of Savoy, who 
came to congratulate him on his conquests; and 
according to Henry’s taste and custom, they were 
entertained with splendid jousts and tournaments: 
but even amidst this royal gaiety Wolsey had more 
important game in view, and was busily engaged 
With Jhe Duchess of Savoy, in preparing the treaty, 
called the Treaty of Toumay, which not only pro- 
vided for carrying on the war against France, but 
for the marriage of the Archduke with the Princess 
Mary, Henry’s youngest sister, afterwards Queen 
of France, and wife of the Duke of Suifolk. 

Whilst Wolsey was thus engaged, the news of 
his sudden favour and political rise had found its 
way to Rome; and even Cardinal Baynbridge, 
the king’s ambassador there, did not disdain to 
offer his congratulations, and to make his court 
through the new minister, as appears from the fol- 
lowing letter to that effect. — 

Brother, master almoner, in my best manner 
1 coihmend myself unto you, advertising you, that 
of truth, such honour and nobleness is here spoken 
of the king’s grace, by reason of his most victo- 
rious miterprises against the enemies of the church, 
and his other demeanour, that his glory here is 
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tstMined to be immort^.. ^ It ie to all his true 
subjects, lovers, and.,frieuds, joy end comfort in- 
estimable, and you may .wsK be assured it is no 
less pain and sorrow unto our common enemy, who 
here be utterly discouraged. Would our Lord 
Jesus it were my fortune conveniently to see there 
his Grace, you, and other my Lords, his noble 
company, in this his journey. I trust there liveth 
no man that be more desirous thereunto than I am; 
but in the meantime I shall heai*tily pray to God 
for the prosperous preservation of his Grace, you, 
and all his good company, and add the best and 
most diligent service I can do here for the same.” 

Henry had shown much apparent anxiety to 
return to his kingdom, even during the siege of 
Tournay, which evidently arose from the hostile 
preparations of his royal brother-in-law, James 
IV. of Scotland, for .the invasion of England. ^ 
But the battle of Flodden field, in which the 
Scottish monarch fell with most of his nobles, 
having taken place in the interim, and of which 
he received information on the 35th of September, 
he was relieved from all anxiety on that score, and 
thus enabled to enjoy his successes, in France, 
which ivenj much heightened , by the r^ and 
number of the prisoners whom he carried over 
^vith him, consistii^ of the Duke, of Longue- 
ville. Viscount Clemons and.many others. 

In ahprti haying settled all affairs, civil; ecde- 
siastical, and military, he prepared for returning 
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to England ; leaving Toumay on the 20th of No- 
vember, accompanied by Wolsey, and sailing for 
Dover on the 24th, from whence, on his arrival, 
he instantly proceeded to Richmond. 

The people were delighted with the royal suc- 
cesses ; and so much was considered as owing to 
Wolsey’s provident care and preparation, that not 
the slightest popular displeasure was manifested, 
when it was understood that he was really prime 
minister ; nor were they at all dissatisfied with the 
continuance of the war, which was now carried on 
both by land and sea. 

But it was not alone to naval warfare, as a 
secondary consideration, that Wolsey directed his 
views ; for he had scarcely entered upon the 
active concerns of state, when he saw that the best 
defence of Britain, in the existing state of Euro- 
pean politics, must be found in her navy. He 
also saw that much remained for England to ac- 
quire on the new theatre of unexplored oceans ; 
he saw that she was best capable of extending her 
domains in new worlds ; and he saw that to ac- 
quire and preserve these advantages, she must be 
mistress of the seas. He, therefore, encouraged 
the predilection which Henry seemed to have for 
nautical affairs; and his earliest advice to him 
was to form a navy royal. In consequence of 
which, the Henry Grace de Dieu, a ship of the 
greatest Wden ever built in our ports, at that 
period, was laid on the stodcs ; and became a fa- 
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.vau4te hobby of the young monarch, as appears 
from a letter of Wolsey to Fox, still extant. 

Wols^s supremacy of power was, however, not 
yet arrived at its height ; for. even now we find 
him complaining to his patron Fox of various acts 
of state policy with which he was dissatisfied, in 
a letter which is extant, wherein he states that he. 
could not write sooner on those subjects without 
sending half a relation ; but he had then acquired 
the knowledge of some particulars, particularly in 
regard to Spain, from whence the Lord D’Arcy, 
with his troops, was then on the point of return- 
ing ; and though a messenger, or envoy, from the 
King of Spmn had come to assure Henry that the 
Spanish monarch swore he»t would never desist 
from the war, nor le&ve his son-in-law, till sudi 
time as he had obtained the crown of France for 
him, yet Wolsey appears to have put very little 
faith in these protestations. He then states a 
brilliant affair of the English fleet, which we shall 
preset in his own words We have received 
lamentable tiding^ of the mischance that happened 
to our people at sea, on Tuesday was fortnight, 
when they met with twenty French men of war 
(the best provided that any ships ever were) ; and 
after a desperate engagement, the H^nt boarded 
the Garrick of Brest, wherein were four lords, 
three hundijed gentlemen, eight hundred soldiers 
and seamen, four hundred cross-bow men, one 
hundred gunners, two hundred tcms of wine, one 
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hundred .pipes, sixty barrels of gunpowder, and 
other ammunition e(j[uivalent. In this action our 
men acqmtted themselves so well, that they killed 
most part of the men within the ship ; but as they 
were striking, the Carrirk was on fire, wliich was 
so entangled with the Begent, that in less than 
three hours they were both burnt ; and Sir Thomas 
Kiiy vett, who most gallantly acquitted himself on 
this occasion, was killed by a gun-shot : Sir John 
Carew and others, likewise, lost their lives. My 
lord, keep this secret, for no man yet knows it 
here save the king and myself. In short, you 
would marvel to see how wisely the king behaveth 
himself ; I have not seen the like . 

“ P. S. The residue of the French fleet, on being 
chased, was put to flight ; and, like cowards, fled 
into Brest harbour. Sir Edward Howard has 
vowed to God that he will never see the king’s 
face till he has revenged the death of that noble 
and valiant knight. Sir Thomas Kny vett.” 

Notwithstanding his c^lmplaints of want of in- 
fluence, it is not impossible that Wolsey’s object 
may rather have been to mystify his old patrons, 
and to repress their jealousy of him, than to make 
serious representation of his want of importance 
at least very soon after the return from France, 
we find that his power began to display itself, even 
over the corporation of the metropolis, on occasion 
of a commotion which took place, under circum- 
stances not uninteresting at the present day. 
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It appears that tlie people of Islington, of Hox- 
ton, and of Shoreditch, hall so enclosed their 
grounds, that it was considered as debarring the 
citizens from their accustomed freedom of walking 
and exercises; when the apprentices, then a power- 
ful and united body, rose in a mass, and with 
various implements soon levelled the hedges aud 
ditches that interrupted a free intercourse. It is 
said they were first incited to this by an indi- 
vidual, a Jturner by trade, who ran through the 
streets in a fool’s coat, calling out for shovels and 
spades ; and as so extensive a riot was allowed by 
the raa^tracy to take place, i>artieularly from 
so small an excitement in the first instance. Sir 
Creorge Monoux, tlie Lord Mayor, was' sent for by 
Wolsey and reprimanded, gently some say, for not 
taking better care to preserve the peace of the city, 
aud then dismissed with an exhortation, which is 
stated to have liad the desired effect. 

The new year’s day of 1514 was to Wolsey a 
fortunate one, for on t^at day he was presented 
by his sovereign with the Bishopric of Lincoln, 
being thus first raised to an English mitre ; and 
on this occasion he received the compliments of 
all the prelates, nobility, and gent^, then about 
the court, or in the metropolis, all eager to catch 
the smiles of the new favourite ! Some annalists 
state, thaf Wolsey i-eceived the papal confirmation 
to his episcopal dignity on the 6th of February 
following; a rapidity of coimnunication with 
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Rome not veiy likely in those days : but the fact 
seems to be *, that the pope’s bull was signed on 
the 8th of the ides of that month, such being the 
date affixed to that doemnent. 

Notwithstanding the papal claims to high chiu’ch 
jurisdiction iu England, yet there were laws even 
then existing to keep them in check. One of the 
most important of whidi laws was the statute of 
preimmire, which Henry actually put in force to 
a certain extent on this occasion ; for tlie pope 
having sent over four bulls in regard to the 
bishopric, in one of which, accepted and acted on 
by Wolsey, he claims Lincoln for himself; but 
bestows it upon the favourite, as if the royal grant 
had been nought ; the testy monarch, not relishing 
the existence of “ Two Kings in Brentford,” and 
feeling his own claim to c^iwch supremacy in his 
own dominions, he either in the anger of the mo- 
ment, or perhaps merely wishing to mark his pro- 
test against papal arrogance, actually ordered the 
proper law proceedings under the statute; but 
stopped them, by his royal pardon to the new 
bishop, on the 4th of March following. That the 
king was not seriously displeased with Wolsey 
himself, we may. infer from the fact of his de- 
livering over to him, on the same day, the tem- 
poralities of the bishopric, although the consecra- 
tion did not take place until the 26th, and then 
by proxy. 


* Rymcr, Feed. xiii. 390. 
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Qn the following daf , he resigned the precen- 
tonahip of St. Paul’s Cathedral, in which office he 
was succeeded bjr William Horsley, S. T. P ; also, 
oalh.elBt of April, he vacated the church of Bur- 
well, iu Norwich diocese, of his appointment to 
which we find no record ; resigning the almonry 
likewise, his successor being Richard Rawlins,’ 
Prebendary of St. Paul’s. 

Thus rising in political and ecclesiastical power 
and influence, Wolsey was naturally looked up to 
by the two universities. Oxford, incUgd, claimed 
him already as her own ; and Camb]!Q%e appears 
anxious to participate in his favours. This was 
manifested by their choice of hii^ to fill the vacant 
diancellorship of that university ; a circumstance 
respecting which, however, there are two accounts 
rather contradictory. ^One account says, that it 
was the primary intention of the university to 
have elected' Fisher, then Bishop of Rochester, to 
that office ; but he declined it, and advised them, 
as more advantageous, to offer it to the Bishop of 
Lincoln— -advice which they eagerly followed ; for 
being doubtful of success, they not only endea- 
voured to persuade Fisher to become their advo- 
cate with Wolsey, but also aj^lied to the Bishop 
of Winchester for the same purpose. To this ap- 
plication, however. Fox demurred, as he had ac- 
tually been in expectation of an offer of Aat dig- 
nity to himself: he was not lilmly, therefore, to 
engage in persuading his former proteg6e to ac- 
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cept au office which he himself would have gladly 
grasped at. Another account states, that when 
Fisher declined the chancellorship, the king, by 
letter, offered it to Wolsey, who was elected, but 
through pride refiised it, when the university re- 
elected Fisher to the office. 

Indeed, Wolsey has been accused not only of 
pride, but of littleness of mind upon this occasion ; 
as it is asserted that his real motive of refiisal was 
the necessity he would have been under to furnish 
a mortixary sermon for the deceased Countess of 
Richmond, the king’s gi’andmother, and foundress 
of St. John’s College ; a lady to whom he bore no 
good will, on accomit of the advice which she was 
supposed to have given her grand.son on his first 
coming to the throne, warning him more particu- 
larly against the plausibility and hypocrisy of the 
new favoimte than of any other individual. 

Of the university records, upon this occasion, 
we can state that there is now, in the orator’s 
book at Cambridge, the copy of a letter to Wolsey, 
paying him numerous compliments on his leartiing 
and virtues, announcing their choice of higi as 
chancellor, and begging his acceptance of that 
office ; to which there is an answer, in which he 
appears to decline their choice, without actually 
doing so, concluding with the following remark- 
able sentence : 

“ Reliqua a mandatis vestris magistratibus ha- 
rum latoribus dedi vobis exponenda quibus earn 
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fidem habere rogamyr perinde ac si corara loque- 
remur. Valete — ” a style not much unlike that of 
a king, a fondness for which afterwards fonned 
one of the principal charges on his impeachment. 

Amongst other favours heaped u))ou ^^'ol!■cy at 
this period by his royal patron, was a grant of 
half the advowson, in next reversi n', of Bc- 
mondsey Abbey, in Southwark. The advoM ^ m 
of this Priorate was really in the jnonks : hut, a-> 
Manning states, their election wa'v not finally 
valid until confirmed by tlie king. Henry, how- 
ever, without reference to this right of the monks, 
issued his letters-patent on the 24th June, 1514, 
granting the next advowson to Wolsey, then 
Bishop of Lincohi, and to John Heve de Melford. 
Abbot of St. Edinondsbury. Some doubt still re- 
mains, indeed, as to their acting uj)on the patent ; 
at least, there is no record to show whetlier they 
were ever collated to tlie grant, or that it M’as re- 
sumed by the king. According to the value of 
money at that time, this grant was of ''Ome im- 
portance ; for its mutual revenue was about : 
its final surrender did not take place until 1541, 
long posterior to the Cardinal’s death. 

It has been justly observed that the year 1514 
was fraught tvith houoitrs and wealth for Wolsey, 
placing in his hands two bishoprics and one archi- 
episcopal see, in the course of twelve months*. 

* That was by the ancient mode of reckoning the year from 
hfarch to March. 
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• he first of these was Totimay, already meti- 
ti(/ned; and the second, the See of Lincoln (of 
which cathedral he was then already Dean), va- 
cant i)y die demise of Dr. Smith. It seems that 
Wolscy never allowed the grass to grow under 
his feet. es])e ially when ecclesiastical preferments 
were in vit,”.' , uiid, on this occasion, his gentleman 
iisiier .loa ribes him as having been in as great 
haste to take jiossession of his episcopal chair, as 
he manifested on the presentation to liis first Rec- 
tory of Lymingtoii. Nay, it is even confessed that 
he went a little further ; that he made all speed 
for his consecration, and the solemnization thereof 
being over, he found a way to get into his hands' 
all his predecessor’s goods, with which, or part of 
which, lie furnished his own house : but we must 
still take this charge with some allowance, having 
seen that the jircsentation was on the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, and his consecration on the 26th of March. 

Scarcely w'as Wolsey seated on his episcopal 
throne, when an archiepiscopal mitre, more pal- 
pable than Macbeth’s air drawn dagger, started 
up to his ambitious view, by the demise of Dr. 
Baynbridge, Archbishop of York, who died whilst 
engaged on a diplomatic mission. For a primacy 
to he vacant, and unsought after by Wolsey, was 
a thing not he expected ; that he should have" ob- 
tained it without difliculty is equally plain : ac- 
cordingly, no time was lost either in the transla- 

H 
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or in the ceremonjr of installation, which 
latter, however, did not take place until the 3d 
of December, and then by proxy. 

No sooner, did he feel himself solemnly conse- 
crated an archbishop, and primate of England, 
than his ambition led him, as all cotemporary 
writers assert, to set himself above the Primate of 
all England ; so that he not only set up and ad- 
vanced his cross in the limits of his own eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction, but boldly, indeed we may 
say impudently, even in the immediate jurisdic- 
tion of the Ai'chbishop of Canterbury ; notwith- 
standing that in all former times, it was “ in 
ancient oliedience of Yorke to abate advancement 
of his crosses, to the crosses of Canterbury.” 

For this, the Archbishop of Canterbury, War- 
ham, gave him a severe check, telling him plainly 
that his conduct wijs presumptuous, which pro- 
duced a serious quan’el and ill-will : Wolsey was, 
however, obliged for the moment to submit, but 
he soon after triumphed, on being appointed a 
Cardinal by the Pope’s Bull. 

Of this archiepiscopal promotion, an author, not 
very inimical to Wolsey, observes, that “ A way 
for higher power and wealth was now opened 
to him by the death of Christopher Baynbridge, 


* The grant in Ryiner, Foed, xVii. p. 412, is dated 5th of 
Augnst. 
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Archbishop of York, then at Rome as the king's 
proctor or ambassador. 'That Baynharidge met 
his death by means of poison was by none denied ; 
that Wolsey had something to do with it was by 
many suspected : yet i€^ we -piay trust to the ac- 
count given by Ciaconius, in his History of the 
Roman Pontiffs and Cardinals, the murder is ac- 
counted for without any blame attaching to the 
Cardinal. The statement of this author is that 
Baynbridge was poisoned by a priest, Rinaldo de 
Modena, whom he employed as his .steward, and 
to whom he had giv^tt a blow ; and this is con- 
firmed by Paulus Jovius, whO' asserts that the 
priest made his confession to that purport at the 
place of execution, he having been taken up in- 
stantly on suspicion, and committed to prison, 
where he also attempted to destroy himself by 
poison.” 

It may also be noted that Ciaconius mcpressly 
describes Ba3mbridge to have been a man of most 
insolent and violent passions, and of great sour- 
ness of temper both to his servants and others. 

Without pretoading, at this distant period, to 
determine upon the truth or injustice of tiiese 
accusations against Wolsey, we may observe that 
some circumstances connected with his elevation 
to the See of York are deserving of notice here, as 
developing the extraordinmy ecclesiastical power 
which the popes were then in tbe habit of using 
in England, and already alluded ' to. Cardinal 

H 2 
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Baynbridge was poismed on the 14ib of Jnl/; 
and on the very same day, the Cardinal de Medids 
wrote to Henry himself to the following purport — 
“ Most Serene, most Invindble, and most 
Venerable Sir, 

“After the humble recommendations of a good 
memory to the last, the Cardinal of York paid the 
debt which he owed to nature : the grief which 
I recdved on that occasion I am not able to ex- 
press by words ; for, besides that I regarded and 
loved him in no vulgar manner, our order has sus- 
tained a very great loss in the want of so great a 
father, and master: but since these things are 
from God, who is pleased with nothing but what 
is right, we‘ must submit to his will, and entreat 
his mercy, that he may be thought worthy to re- 
ceive the crozier to eternity. As I thought it a 
part of my duty. Immediately attended our Most ^ 
Holy Fafhet', and beseeched him that he 'would 
not dispose of his late Eminency's benefice till he 
knew your Majesty's pleasure, "which [ easily ob- 
tained from his Holiness, through his great and 
paternal benevolence and affection for your Ma- 
jesty. For my own part, I will in no sort depart 
from my institution, and my duty towards your 
majesty——.” 

So far indeed did Henry at this period submit to 
the overwhelming clainls of the Roman Pontiff, 
notwithstanding his own claims to the supremacy, 
that he was content to ask the vacancy for his prime 
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mmietei! ifroBi his Holiuest), eveu after, this au- 
noimcedient'; who not only acquiesced iUithe de- 
mand, but also sent a bull to Wolsey^ coutmendng 
with the proud and papal declaration,, of ** the ac- 
customed demencyof the Apostolical See, lest the 
dispositions made by her, relating to metropcditan 
churches, should in any resi)ect be impugned ; but 
that the persons translated to them ipay, with a- 
piure heart, and sincere conscience, preside over 
them. She administers, as is proper, seasonable 
remedies.” What these seasonable remedies are 
is explained in a succeeding paragraph, where. His 
Holiness says— “ with the advice of our brethren, 
and the fulness of apostolical power, we have re- 
solved to absolve you from the ties which you ac- 
knowledge to bind you to preside over the church 
of Lincoln, and to transfer you to that of York, at 
present in some manner destitute of pastoral com- 
forts, of which church we appoint you archbishop 
and pastor.” . . 

Notwithstanding this full gift of His Holiness, 
Henry still seems to have kept his eye upon se- 
veral good things connected with the archbishopric; 
for in conferring favours he was^ not unmindful 
of his own interests, generally reserving patronage : 
and even in this case from Wolsey himsetf, though 
stated by Hall, in his Chronicle, to have “ at that 
time been aU the rule about , the king, and what’ 
he said was. obeyed in all places;”— but Wolsey 
readily yielded, for. he well Imew that he must 
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bend to some, in order to rise over others ; and 
that such was his ambition how, even bejrond an 
archbishopric, we may infer from a succeeding ob- 
servation of the same author, who says that “ when 
he was once Archbishop, he studied day and night 
how to be a Cardinal, and caused the king and 
the French king to norite to Rome for him, and at 
their requests he obtained his purpose.” — 

At this period indeed he could not fail of the 
active assistance of Louis, when we recollect that 
the negotiations for his marriage with the youth- 
ful Princess Mary, the king’s youngest sister, were 
now in great forwardness at the English court : 
and tlie French monarch was careful, even as 
early as the 2d of September, to send him a letter 
of congratulation on his elevation to the Prelacy; 
the Bull from Leo, however, absolving him from 
the oaths, &c., for Lincoln, and coTifirming the 
election for York, not arriving in England until 
the 7th Of October, which was jmblished to the 
chapter, clergy, mid people, of that arch-see, on the 
3d of December following, when he was installed, 
by proxy, in that cathedral. 

But we must go back a little to notice the 
official part which Wolsey took in arranging the 
marriage of the Princess Mary with Louis of 
France ; it is sufficient now to state that the mar- 
riage was solemnized by proxy in England, in the 
month of August, when a special messenger wa.s 
sent off with the intelligence. This produced 
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a frequent exchange of couriei's, one of whom 
brought over a letter to Wolsey from Louis liim- 
sel^, which is curious enough to merit insertion. 

“ My Lord of York, 

“ What I have learned, by the return of the cou- 
rier from your side, detennines me not to let him 
set out again without my letters to you, by wliidi 
I affectionately pray you to make my good and 
cordial recommendations to the king and queen, 
my good brother and sister; and also to tlie queen, 
my wife. I likewise pray you to do what you 
can that my delightful spouse may set out from 
thence as soon as possibly it may be ; for there is 
taothing in the world I so much desire as to see 
her, and to be with her. In this you will do me 
pleasure, and oblige me more and more, praying 
God, my Lord, &c. The 2d of September. 

“ Louis.” 

But politicians are not so hasty as lovers, and 
accordingly great part of September was occupied 
only iu preparations for the princess’s journey, and 
in the ratification of treaties ; yet we are not to 
suppose tliat Wolsey was really dilatory in this 
affair, for in a subsequent letter we find Louis thus 
addressing him. — 

“ And as to what you write about the passage 
of the queen, my wife, I give you thanks for the 
pains that you have takemfor providing all things 
necessary for her voyage, and the extraordinary 
diligence you have used, and still use, as my Lord 



104 WOLSEY, THE , CARDINAL. 

of JVj^gDy, and Johan de Paris, have wrote, be- 
seeching yon to continue: yonr care With as much 
«q|editipn as, you can, because the greatest desire 
1, have < at, present is to see her on this side the 
water, and to meet her. In contributing to which, 
without loss of time, as you promised me, you will 
do me a sin^lar pleasure^ and such as I shall 
always remember, and think myself obliged to you 
for. And as to your having detained the said Lord 
de Marigny, and Johan de Paris, to assist you in 
setting .out all things ^ la mode de France, you 
have done me much pleasure therein, and I have 
written by these presents to them, that not only 
in this they should obey you, but also in all other 
things you shdl command, with the same respect 
as if they were about my person. 

“ And as to the pleasure which you inform me, 
by your said letters, my wife takes in hearing good 
news from me, and that the thing wliich she daily 
desires, is to see. me, and be in my company, 1 
desire you, my Lord, of York, and good friend, to 
inform her. from me, and make .her sensible, that 
my desires and wishes are the- same, and in every 
respect like hers ; and, because it is not possible 
that I.^shouldfjsee her^.sp.soon as I could wish, I 
entreat her as pften as may be, I may hear 
from hpr, and promise, the like on my side.” 

I^ere , Js , ce^inly something ludicrous in a 
prime imnjst^. anilim mehbishop being thus made 
an ama|m^ g^^tween ; and it is probable that 
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Wolsey was not very fond of the jwtrt which his 
ambition obliged him to play: from this» however, 
he was at l^igth relieved by the departure of the 
princess to jmn her royal husband in France, 
which took place in October; and no sooner was 
the marriage 'solemnized than Louis again wrote 
to Wolsey, stating in the highest terms how much 
he was obliged to him for the part he ’had taken 
in this matrimonial negotiation. ^ 

Nor is this to be wondered at, or considered as 
mere matter of compliment ; .for it is well authen- 
ticated, that the whole court of France were par- 
ticularly struck u(ith the beauty of their new 
queen ; and as for Lewis himself, a French histo- 
rian expressly says, that “ he gave himself over 
too much to behold her most adniirable beauty, 
not considering her youth (being but eighteen), 
and his own weak, decayed body.” 

From the queen herself tioo he received a letter 
which’ shows that, with oil their admiration of her 
charms, the Frenchmen were not disposed to treat 
her with that bienseance, which they 

claim exclusively for themselves, dismissing the 
greatest part of her retinue almost immediately 
after the nuptials and coronation.' In fact, of all 
those who with her from England, there 
were left only a few officers, and * attendants, 
amongst the latter of whom was the afterwards 
celdlnated Anne Bol^; so that she complained to 
Wolsey, - stating—^" the day I was marri^ my 
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servants were dischai^ged, which gave me no small 
uneasin^ ; I wish, instead' of the Duke of Nor- 
folk, who has been too condeseending to the 
French, your grace had been entrusted to conduct 
me to France.” * ■ 

The new archbishop no sooner had time to 
attend to his own concerns than he took posses- 
sion of York-Place, which seems, by the oldest 
maps of London, to have stood somewhere be- 
tween the present sites of Northumberland House 
and White Hall, then in a very ruinous condition; 
but such were his 'means, such his activity, and 
such his love of, and skill in architecture, that all 
the necessary repairs, including the pulling down 
and rebuilding of many parts of a very extensive 
edifice, were completed, and the palace rendered 
fit for reception, in the course of a year. 

He also further gratified his love of ai’chiteetural 
splendour by commencmg, about this period, the 
erection of Hampton Court Palace, of wlych some 
of the original , parts still remain, independent of 
that {jortion built by William III. 

Of this place he had become lessee, in the early 
part of Henry’s reign, from the prior of the con- 
vent of Knights HospitaUers of St. John of Jeru- 
salem, to whom it had beengranted in fe^ previous 
to the year.'lSll, by the Lady Joan, relict of Sir 
Robert Gifey. 

The castrated form, adopted by Wolsey in the 
erection of Hampton Court, was perfectly in coin- 
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cidence A^th the manners of the time^ when corn* 
fort was becoming an object d' consideration, 
instead of confining every effort in the science of 
ardiiteeture, as Dallaway observes in his elaborate 
work on the Arts, to ecclesiastical or military 
structures, paying little attention to external 
beauty or commodiousness in the private habita>- 
tions of men. In fact, up to the dynasty of the 
Tudors, when castellated houses became fashion- 
able, instead of the gloomy towers and turrets of 
earlier times, we have no specimens whatever of 
plain, simple dwelling-houses; but at* the period 
in question, nothing particularly military can be 
traced in new residences, generally, except the 
battlements and turrets, solely adopted as orna- 
ments of dignity, not of defence. 

Dallaway observes further, that of architecture, 
which, adopting a military appearance, displayed 
likewise the magnificence and convenience of a 
private dwelling, Hampton Court may be consi- 
dei'ed as a striking specimen, exhibiting also a 
scene of the most goigeous expense. 

Yet, in the midst of such extensive private con- 
cerns, public affairs were not forgotten; indeed it 
is; even acknowledged by Rapin, who was by no 
means si friend to him, that Henry, before his 
actual ministry, was imposed upon in all trades 
with foreign powers, from the incompetency of his 
cabinet and diplomatists : but as soon as Wqlsey 
came into power, whidi he states to have been 
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wti^ made ardibishop,.thenr all gross mors were 
c(»^rected» the new minister cardully guarding his 
loyereigH ' against ad dishonourable treaties) and 
dually caTeful to acti in all respects in such a way 
that England should not, as hitherto, be rendered 
the sport of foreign di^omatkts, or contemptible 
in. the eyes of strangers. 

But, amidst this bustle of politics, Wolsey still 
found leisure for literature and its cultivators; 
and although the general acquisition of knowledge 
in England was that which he had most to dread 
in behalf of his own ambitious views, his love of 
learning sometimes overc^e his ambition, par- 
ticularly in regard to the valuable Greek MSS. 
which were now discovered daily amidst the rub- 
bish of monkish superstition, and lodged in the li- 
brary of the Vatican, of which it was his intention 
to have copies taken for the English universities. 

This, literary patronage was extended even 
to those whom he knew to be friendly to the 
Reformation ; for that he did not forget his old 
friends is evident from his attentions to the learned 
Er^mUs, at this period Greek professor at Cam- 
bridge, who was now in' England upon his second 
visit, and travelled from Cambridge tq London |;6 
congratulate his old college companion oh his ele- 
vation to the, mitre. On hiS arrival he was re- 
ceived in the handsomest manner by Wolsey, who 
not o^y gave to him hopes of , an a^qmintment to 
the first vacant canonry at Toumay^ but also 
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assigned him a pension, to encourage him in the 
prosecution of his studies, which he long enjoyed 
with others from Lord Montjoy, a particular friend 
of Wolsey, from Bishop Fisher, and Archbishop 
Warham. 

These attentions were met with equal gratitude 
on the part of Erasmus ; who, during the whole 
course of his epistolary correspondence, seems 
anxious to do every honour to Wolsey, not only 
in r^ard to his great abilities, but also ivith re- 
spect to the wisdom and rectitude of his admini- 
stration. In one of his letters written about this 
time, he says, “ your highness,” (thus addressing 
the favourite nearly in the style of majesty, as 
u.sed at that period), " in the happy administration 
of the most flourishing kingdom upon earth, arc 
not less necessary to the king your master than 
Theseus was formerly to Hercules, and Achates to 
jEneas giving him credit at the same time for 
his great diplomatic ekertions in regulating the 
peace of Europe. 

Yet Wolsey has been accused of very active 
hostility to those who either favoured the Re- 
formation, or attempted to resist the claims of 
clerical power. There had been for many years a 
standing6ontest between the two powers of the 
civil and ecclesiastical state, in regard to the 
exemption of the clergy from the cognizance of 
temporal courts in spiritual cases ; and about this 
period a m^chant tailor of the city of London, 
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named Hunn, was a strenuous advocate*, for tlie 
superiority of the civil powar, and havl^ refused 
to pay a moriut^y, was cited for the same into a 
spiritual court -by the .clergyman demanding it 
Hunn instantly prosecuted his antagonist, on a 
premunire ; but his prosecution was over-ruled by 
the judges, rather, perhaps, gainst the expectation 
of the< clergy, as they had contrived to get up a 
charge of heresy against him : for this he was taken 
up, and, as it appears, imprisoned in the Tower, 
where, some time after, lie was foimd dead — mur- 
dered indeed, as popular report declared, by the 
active connivance of the clergy, and in which 
Wolsey was accused of having too deeply parti- 
cipated. From this charge Fiddes has laboured 
very hard to exonerate him; and he certainly 
shows, iiom incontrovertible dates, that the charge 
so brought was unfoimded in many respects, par- 
ticularly in regard to dates and circumstances; 
the affair being represent^, even in its most fa- 
vourable point of view, as an abuse of the le- 
gatine power; when, in fact, Wolsey was not even 
cardinal when the event took place. 

But there is perhaps more truth in the allega- 
tion, that some misunderstanding existing at riie 
moment between the Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
he was partict;)arly anxious and active in foment- 
ing it ; not from any partiality to Suffolk, but that 
he might the more effectiially serve his own in- 
terests and those of his old friend, the' -Bishop of 
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Winchester, could he, by means of this quarrel, 
contarive Ife lessen the esteem which Henry still 
retained for the Duke of Norfolk, though Suffolk 
was certainly the greatest personal favourite of 
the two. 

At or about this period, and soon . after the 
marriage of Mary, the king’s sister, with Loui» of 
France, the latter monarch established a f£te of 
jousts and tournaments, to which all the youthfid 
chivalry of Europe were invited. To these jousts 
Suffolk was very anxious to go ; but his request 
to the king for leave had been thwarted by Nor- 
folk, nor did he obtain permission until he had 
solicited Wolsey’s interference. It was on this 
occasion that Suffolk so distinguished himself in 
the eyes of the young Queen of France as to iea«I 
to a marriage, which will be detailed in its proper 
place. 

Indeed on the very first day of the ensuing 
year, 1515, Louis di^, leaving Mary a widow;' a 
loss which Henry soon forgot in the birth of a 
princess (Mary), on the 8th of February, at Green- 
wich, where she was baptized a few days after- 
wards, Wolsey having the honour to stand God- 
father upon the occasion, but with the Duchess of 
Norfolk as Godmother. 

It was on the 5th of February, 1515, that Wol- 
sey, in the fifth parliament of the reign, first took 
his seat on the episcopal- bench in the House of 
Lords ; but there is no record of his parliaiiientary 
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exertions, nor indeed were the proceedings of the 
legislature of any great moment durinf' that ses- 
sion, with the exception of an act, declaring that 
no member of th^ lower house should depart from 
the parliament before the end of the session, with- 
out license first obtained of the house; and the 
licence to be entered upon record by the clerk 
of the parliament, under penalty of losing their 
stipend! 

This presents a curious picture of home politics, 
as contrasted with affairs of the present day ; and 
it is fiuther worthy of notice, that a most consti- 
tutional reason was advanced, even at the time, 
for the passing of that particular act. It was 
urged, that it frequently happened towards the 
close of a session, that various members, true 
lovers of their.country, were in fhe practice of re- 
tiuming home, apprehendjng that all matters of 
moment were then gone through ; when, in fact, 
their absence was taken advantage of, by indivi- 
duals procuring the passing of bills, which would 
never have been tolerated in full hoiuses. 

But if Wolsey had no field for exertion in par- 
liamentary tactics, he was not idle in ecclesiastical 
affairs, earnestly soliciting Hemy to preserve and 
to confirm all the ancient privileges of the see of 
Toumay. Of course he could not fail of success 
in his solicitations, which gave great satisfaction 
to the chapter of that -church; so much so in- 
deed, that as they expressed themselves, they only 
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wished for an opportunity of testifying their gra- 
titude audPrespect. For this axi oppoi*timity soon 
offered, Wolsey recommending to them a young 
student to l)e preferred to some ecclesiastical bene- 
fice, which they immediately com])lied with ; an- 
swering to his recommendation, that they wore 
exceeding glad of a letter from his grace, and so 
much the more, that they had thereby the opjwr- 
tunity they had long sought for of expressing tlieir 
high respect for his grace ; not that they could re- 
pay any thing answerable to his benefits towards 
them, but as it was fit to declare in some sort their 
grotitixde for his pateimal care, and to acknow- 
ledge the extraordinaiy honour and singular x)b- 
servance they had to the same, they unanimously 
c-onsented to his request, and yielded to him what- 
ever he desired, there being nothing that they 
would not do for his sa]{!e. 

From the strength of expression uswl upon this 
occasion, one might sxippose that the dean and 
chapter were anxious not only to manifest their 
gratitude to and deference for their bishop, but 
also to find some excuse for themselves for con- 
ferring an ecclesiastical benefice upon an object 
who might not be very well fitted for it. In short, 
we suspect that the person thus recommended, 
thoxigh his name is not recorded, was Winter^ 
supposed to be an illegitimate son of Wolsey, who 
began veiy early in life to revel in the good things 
«)f the church. 
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But if the chapter were not very tenacious of 
the due exercise of their sacerdotal power, yet they 
were sufficiently so of their pecuniary concerns, as 
was evinced in an affair which soon after took 
place, when the canons having received a sum of 
money^ Dr. Sampson, who was Wolsey’s vicar- 
general at the see, conceived that a part of it be- 
longed to his master, and claimed it accordingly. 
To these claims the canons could not assent, but 
wrote to Wolsey, to assure him that the money, 
though paid into their treasury, could not possibly 
belong to his grace, being particularly appro- 
priated to the repairs of the church, and other re- 
ligious uses, which hail been granted to them by 
an apostolical decree. Still, though they refused 
the money, were they anxious, if possible, to avert 
Wolsey’s displeasure, and to preserve his friend- 
shi]) ; and, accordingly, they attempted to soften 
down the refusal by a promise that whatever could 
be expected from them, his most faithful beads- 
men, should be perfonned — a pi*omise which might 
be considered as every thing and as nothing, and 
which Wolsey knew the world too well not to un- 
derstand in its proper bearing. 

It was about this period that a coimter-bishop, 
or bishop elect, as he was called, had been a})- 
pointed to the see of Toumay, in opposition to 
Wolsey, whom the French party wished to dis- 
place : and we find it recorded, that when Samp- 
son, as vicar-general, Ausited various towns in 
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Flanders, within the limits of the diocese, for the 
purpose of collecting the episcopal dues, he met 
with very irreverent and imjjertineut treatment 
from the different municipalities ; for in each place 
the bishop elect had ah*eady made similar claims, 
which they were most disposed to comply with. 

Indeed, so sturdy were those officei’s iu their 
refusals, that Sampson wrote to Wolsey, to say 
that if he wished quietly to enjoy the administra- 
tion of that see, he must persuade the French king 
to put a check upon the conduct of the bishop 
elect. That the point of resistance t6 Wolsey wa.s 
a serious one, is evident from Sampson feeling it 
necessary to point out to him, that if he were to 
follow a process of law for the recovery of his 
dues, and the bishop elect were to defend the 
cause, it might be attended with infinite inam- 
venience to him; but, in the mean time, as the 
oflBcers had requested a short I'espite iu regard to 
payment, in order that they might consult the 
bishop elect, he had granted the rfequest, hojung 
that iu the interim the interposition of the French 
king w'ould render all further jiroceodings un- 
necessaiy. 

This op{)osition on the part of the municipali- 
ties was in direct disobedience of the jmpe's brief 
of confirmation, when Wolsey was first appointed 
to the bishopi'ic ; but when Dr. Sampson urged, in 
defence of its legality in unison with ecclesiastical 
customs, that the see had been virtually vacant at 

I 2 



116 WOLSEY. THE CARDINAL, 

the time of Wolsey’s appointment, and that the 
new bishop elect’s absence and desertion of the 
bishopric was cause sufficient to justify all that 
the pope had been pleased to grant to the former, 
they answered, that what the bishop elect had 
done at that period was in time of necessity, and 
for his own safety, the city being then in the 
hands of the English. It might have been urged 
in return^ however, that the bishop elpct would 
not have incurred any danger, had he stayed and 
taken tlie necessary oaths to the new government ; 
and that Wolsey would not have been appointed 
to supersede him, had he not actually made a va- 
cancy, by refusing the necessary oath of allegiance, 
the choice of staying having already been offered 
to him. 

Instead, however, of Wolsey receiving any be- 
nefit from the delay, or being able to procure any 
countenance in the cause -from the French king, 
the advantiige lay all with the opposite party, who 
were fortunate enough to find Adrian, Bishop of 
Bath, and then the king’s orator at Rome, so 
Jealous of, and so unfriendly to Wolsey’s cause, as 
to suffer them without the slightest opposition to 
obtain a bull from the pope in favour of the bishop 
elect ; on which the latter plumed himself so much, 
that he now demanded the revenues of the see 
under the penalty of anathema, more especially 
as the bull itself was addressed to all Christian 
princes to assist him with their forces^ in order to 
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replace him in his bishopric, under pain of excom- 
munication. Affairs were at last carried with 
so high a hand, that Dr. Sampson wa.s forced to 
write to Wolse^, that unless effectual means were 
taken to suppress or set aside that bull, it would 
be impossible for him any longer to be of service 
to him at To^rnay ; a piece of intelligence which 
took him quite by surprise, since his spies had 
totally failed him on this point ; and he had not, 
as yet, received any infonnation respecting the 
double part thus played .by the pope and conclave. 

In the whole of this affair, Henry felt his own 
dignity outraged, in addition to the wrong put 
upon his favourite ; accordingly he wrote a strong 
expostulatory letter to his holiness, in which he 
plainly told him that his proceedings were con- 
trary to the laws of God and man; he also in- 
formed the Bishop of Bath, that if he did not pro- 
cure the revocation of the bull, he should be su- 
persede<l by one who would be more attentive to 
the trust reposed in him. 

By these and similar remonstrances, not only 
was the bull revoked, but another more favour- 
able obtained; and shortly afterwards Wolsey 
found himself again in quiet jrossession of his 
Tournay bishopric. But the pope had already 
begun to dread the independent spirit of the En- 
glish clergy, who, when he demanded an extraor- 
dinary subsidy, on pretence of a war with the 
Turks, plainly told him, in full synod, that the 



118 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

popes could lay no imposition on the clergy with- 
out a general council ! 

Still was there tliat resistance to Wolsey 
throughout the bishopric, that Dr.lSainpson again 
wrote to him in May, to assiu'e him that the only 
way to secure the quiet and tranquil possession of 
his ecclesiastical dignity would be,to procm*e a 
resignation on the part of his rival, through the 
interference of the French monarch, Francis I., 
who had succeeded to Louis XII. At the same 
time, he recommended that a pension should he 
granted to the bishop elect, till he might be other- 
wise provided for in France, Francis promising 
that he should have one of the first promotions 
that might fall. This is stated by that churchman 
to 1k‘ the safest and most godly Avay, in considera- 
tion that the bishop eletl, being deprived of his 
beru'fice, had nothing else to live upon. 

• Henry still continued to heap favours on his 
minister, and accordingly we find a grant of the 
9th of May, conferring on Wolsey the keeping of 
all the manors of Sir Ralph Bygod, deceased, by 
reason of the minority of his son Francis, together 
Avith the marriage of the latter. The king also 
laboured hard at Rome, by his ambassadors, to 
procure a place for his favourite in the conclave 
of coi'dinals; and, accordingly, he was declared 
a member of the sacred college by the po^w in 
ftill consistory, on the 11th of September ; when 
Francis I. of France, being then in Italy, and 
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willing to assume some merit to himself on this 
occasion, actually sent to him the first notice of 
his promotion. 

Heniy having become possessed of the manor 
of Woking, in Surry, amongst other estates that 
came to him by the death of his grandmother, the 
Countess of Richmond, had used it at times as a 
temporary summer retreat ; and Grafton relates, 
that in the middle of ^ptember in this year, 1515, 
he repaired to his manor of Okyng, and thither 
came to him the Archbishop of York ; and it was 
during his residence here that he received the no- 
tification from the papal court of his being elected 
to the rank of cardinal. 

One of our old Chronicles, in describing this 
event, says, that “ in the myddle of September, 
1515, the k}i7ige in his progress came to the manor 
of Okyng, and thither came to hym the Arch- 
byshop of Yorke, whom he hartely welcomed, and 
showed him grete pleasures. And while lie so- 
journed there, a letter was broughte to the arch- 
byshop from Rome, certefying him how he was 
elected to be a cardynell, which incontinent showed 
the same to the kynge, disabling himselfe in 
wordes, thoughe his entent was otherwise; and 
. so the kynge did encourage hym, and wylled hym 
to take the ordre on hym.” 

But this backwardness on the. part of the priest 
was evidently more the result of policy than of 
modesty ; and, accordingly, we find that no sooner 
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had the pope's bull arrived, constituting Wolsey 
Cardinal of St. Cecilia, and Legate {Legatm de 
Laleris), than he caused preparations to be made 
for his installation in Westminster Abbey, more 
like a triumph pr a coronation, than as a servant of 
Jesus .Cluist, the meek and lowly Lord of all. To 
this ceremony all the bishops in England were 
summoned; and they were obliged to appear in 
their mitres, and all other episcopal ornaments, to 
give greater eclat to the ceremony^ and to con- 
vince them, by actual demonstration, of the supe- 
riority which the new Cardinal was determined to 
exercise over them. 

We have seen it stated, that previous to this 
ceremony, Wolsey’s cross had actually been set 
iH-’fore that of Canterbmy, by royal mandate ; tliat, 
however, was now unnecessary, as the Cardinal’s 
cross nuust have had pre-eminence, though it is 
ju'obable the order of precedence did take place, 
and remained still in force, as Wolsey now always 
set forth tvi'o crosses, one for his hat, the other 
for his mitre, which were always home before 
him wherever he went, either on horseback or 
otherwise, by two of the tallest and stputest priests 
M'hom he could procui’e. 

There is rather a whimsical anecdote related of 
Wolsey, in regard to this cardinal’s hat ; for we 
are told, that although “ the pope sent him this 
worthie hat of digiiitie, as a jewell of his honoiu* 
and authoritie;” yet such was either the negli- 
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gence' or the poverty of the holy see, that it “ was 
conveyed in a varlett’s budget, who seemed to all 
men to be but a person of small estimation.” 

No sooner, however, was the Cardinal informed 
of this fact, and of the people’s opinion at Dover, 
where the messenger had landed, tlian he felt it 
necessary, for the honour of so high a message, 
“ that this jewell should not be conveyed by so 
simple a iierson.” 

Accordingly, with true Jesuitical cunning, he 
directed that the messenger should be stopped on 
his route to town, until he should be famished 
with sumptuous apparel of silk, gold, &c. as was 
meet for an embassy of such high importance. 
This priestly scarecrow was no sooner equipped 
ill his new costume, than he recommenced his 
journey, and was met on Blackheath by a gor- 
geous train of bishops, mitred abbots, and gentle- 
men of the first rank ; from whence he was con- 
ducted into the metropolis with a dej^ee of 
triimiph, as suiqu'ising to the once ragged mes- 
senger, as amusing to those who were in the 
secret • 

But there was good policy in this on the part 
of Wolsey, who wished to give all the eclat pos- 
sible to his new rank ; in furtherance of which he 
had every thing prepared in Westminster Abbey 
for the public confirmation and acceptance of this 
high sacerdotal office ; where the service usual on 
such occasions was performed with all .solemnity 
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and splendour, by all the bishops and abbots who 
could be readily assembled, all attired in their 
copes and mitres ; and, in fact, with a degree of 
state which had never been seen in England, 
except at a royal coronation. 

This occurrence is stated even more pointedly 
by Tindal who* speaking of his promotion to 
the cardinalate, says, “ Not •farre unlike to this 
was the receiving of the Cardinal’s hatte, which, 
when a ruffian had brought unto him to West- 
minster, under his cloke, he clothed the messenger 
in ridh array, and sent him backe to Dover again, 
and appoynted tlie Bishop of Canterbury to meete 
him, and then another company of lordes and 
gentles, I wotte dot how oft, ere it came to West- 
minster, where it was set on a oipborde and 
tapem about, so that the greatest duke in the 
landc must make curtesie thereto : yea, and to his 
empty seat, he being away.” 

We suspect there is too much truth in the ge- 
neral accusations against Wolsey, that such was 
his insolence after receiving the cardinalate, that 
Norfolk and other nobles retired from the coiu‘t 
in disgust. Even his old fri^d mid patron. Fox, 
Bishop of Winchester^ threw up the privy seal; 
and, on taking leaver cautioned the king not to 
make any of his subjects greater than himself : to 
which Henry answered very shortly, that he knew 
well how to keep all his subjects in subjection. 

* Tindal's Works, p. 374. 
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Hall also states, that “ when once he was a per- 
fect Cardinal, he looked then above all estates, 
so that all men almost hated him, and disdained 
him.” 

We may suppose, however, that aU this pride 
was not natural in his heart, but must have been 
worked up by the circumstances of his sudden 
rise, and most probably by the very nature of his 
office and official oath ; which, by separating his 
allegiance from his king, and transferring it to 
the. Roman pontiff, induced him really to imagine 
himself a more important personage than eteu his 
royal patron. 

It is an important consideration, particularly 
at the present day, that the allegiance of the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy in England has always been 
stronger towards the pope than even towar^ their 
own monarch — a truth which may be fairly stated, 
yet still not ta.\ing them with active disloyalty. 
The clerical oaths which they are obliged to take 
naturally lead to this ; let us then look at part of 
Wolsey’s oath, which pledged him to take no part 
in any business, “neither in council, in deed, or 
in treaty, in which any thing shall be contem- 
plated against., our Lord^ or the Romish church, 
nor prejudicial to it in person, rights, honours, 
state, or power. If stich things I shall know to 
be procured or treated for, I shall hinder them as 
much as I can ; and, as often as possible, I shall 
give notice of the same to our Lord. Heretics, 
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schismatics, and rebels to our Lord, and to his 
successors, I shall prosecute and contend against 
as far as in my power 

Wolsey also gave great offence by his superb 
dress; for his upjier vesture was of scarlet, or 
else of fine crimson taffeta, or crimson satin in- 
grained. He also wore red gloves, along with his 
red hat, and shoes of silver gilt, set with pearls 
and precious stones : and we are told, that when 
Dr. Barnes was first brought before Wolsey, and 
admitted into his chamber, on some charge about 
preaching against the luxury of the clergy, he was 
obliged to fall upon his knees, when the Cardinal 
is said to have exclaimed, “ "What, master doctor, 
had you not sufficient scope in the scriptures to 
preach on, but you must meddle with my golden 
shoes, my jwleaxes, my pillars, my golden cushion, 
my crosses ? Did these so offend you, that you 
must make us ridiculum caput amongst the peo- 
ple ? Surely that sermon was fitter for a stage 
than a pulpit !” 

The apjiointment of Wolsey to the bishopric of 
Tournay, as we have already stated^ seems to have 
given great offence to the pope, dr to the cardinals 
who formed his court and council ; and a short 
time before Wolsey’s elevation to the cai*dinalate, 
a bull had been issued against Henry on that 
subject, which excited much displeasure in the 
breast of the king, and induced him to write a very 
* Rymcr, Foed. xiii. -153. 
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angiy remonstrance to the Bishop of Bath, then 
resident ambassador at the papal court. Henry 
tells his representative, that it was not • only his 
duty to solicit and to expedite all such causes and 
matters as might be entrusted to him from time 
to time, but also vigilantly to guard and foresee 
tliat nothiug should take place prejudicial or 
hurtful to the crown, or to the realm, or dero- 
gatory to the royal dignity; yet all these, he 
complained, had taken place under the above- 
mentioned bull, in favour of the French bishop 
of that see, elected in opposition to Henry’s ap- 
pointment of Wolsey. 

The king then directs the ambassador to urge 
several heads of remonstrance, one of which, in 
direct reference to tlie Cardinal, is thus expressed : 
“ Fiftly, hee (the pope) hath revoked the ^utho- 
ritie and administration of that see, by him granted 
at our instance to the most reverend father in 
God, the Cardinall Archbishop of Yorke, withoute 
care of his knowledge or consent ; wheras if any 
one of us both had bin called therunto, wee would 
and might have showen sufficient grounds and 
causes, according to the premisses, why hee might 
not so doe ; for wee remember well that one of 
the causes principailie movynge the pope to grante 
the authoritie of administration of tlie said bishoji- 
rick to the said Cardinal, was for as much as 
the sayde pretendyd bishopp had neither made his 
homage nor hdeletie for his temporalities, nor yet 
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dnie his dutye or releve for the same, virhich caitse 
remaineth, the said bishopp uot only n^- 
lectynge and refusynge to doe the same, but alsoe 
ronspyrynge against us as . a disobedient and trai- 
torous subject: and if the pope’s said holiness 
shall by those sinister wayes more favour such 
rebels than us, that have donne so much for the 
church, or yet the said Cardinall beeing an ho- 
norable member of the said church, and congeuyall 
of the college, it wiU give small courage to princes 
either to obey his processes, or yet to assist him 
in his necessitie.” 

Much light has been recently thrown on tins 
affair, and on that also of the cardiualate, by Mr. 
Roscoe, in his Life of Leo X.; who, speaking on this 
subject, says, that Wolsey, on succeeding to the 
Archbishopric of York, felt that the preferment, 
though it increased his revenues, did not satisfy 
his ambition ; having flattered himself, tliat along 
with it he should also have obtained the cardinal’s 
hat worn by his predecessor. He adds, that in 
soliciting from the pope this distinguished favour, 
Wolsey had relied much on the assistance of 
Adrian, Bishop of Bath, and a cardinal, then the 
{wpe’s collector in England ; under whom, as the 
cardinal resided at Rome, Polidor Virgil acted as 
sub-collector. Adrian being cither unable or un- 
willing to render the expected service, such was 
the resentment of Wolsey, who conceived that he 
had been betrayed by him, that under some trivial 
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pi’etence, he seized upon his deputy Polidor, and 
committed him to the Tower. 

Repeated representations on this subject were 
made from the court of Rome to that of England; 
but although the Cardinal Giulio de Medici, and 
the pope himself, had written to the king, re- 
questing the liberation of their agent, he still re- 
mained in confinement. 

Mr. Roscoe seems to consider this as having 
been the efficient cause of Wolsey's papal ex- 
pulsion from Toumay, and he, following in a great 
measure Lord Herbert’s authority, proceeds to 
state that the apparent disrespect thus manifested 
by the English monmrch towards' the Holy See 
induced the pontiff to listen to the representations 
of Francis I. of France, who was extremely earnest 
to obtain the restoration of Louis Guillard, ex- 
bishop of Touniay, to that rich lienefice, of which 
he had been deprived by the intrusion of Wolsey. 

The subsequent 'elevation to the cardinalate 
procured the liberation of Polidor ; but Wolsey 
still refused to resign his claims to Toumay: and 
it is hinted by the elegant writer, already quoted, 
that he . is mpposed to have stimulated his sove- 
reign to a new quarrel with Francis, for the pur- 
pose of affording himself a pretext for retaining 
the emoluments of his see. 

It has indeed been elsewhere stated positively, 
that Wolsey discovered by spies at Rome, that 
Francis had espoused the cause of the ex-bishop 
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most warmly, and solicited the pope for the bull 
promulgated in his favour. Incensed at this, the 
vindictive prelate persuaded Henry to violate the 
treaty. of peace he had made only a* few mouths 
before, and to form a new confederacy with Maxi- 

/ * r 

milian and Ferdinand of Spain against Fr.nuce. 

If this be true, the pope must himself have been 
deceived; for there is a letter extant from him to 
Wolsey, of the 12th, of October, 1515, in which 
he strongly recommends to hun to increase, as 
much as possible, the friendship with Feitliiiand 
of Arragon, aQd Joan of Castile. 

This much is (dear, in regard to this alTau', that 
when parliament niet on the 12th of November, 
Wolsey dared not then disclose his hostile designs 
against France, nor was it until forty days after- 
wards that a bill was brought into the House of 
Peers for a subsidy, there read once, and then 
carried by Archbishop Warham to the House of 
Commons, where it, most probhbly, met with an un- 
favourable reception: for parliament was dissolved 
on the ensuing day, 22d of December. On the same 
day Warham resigned; and after that, no par- 
liament was called until the Slst of July,. 152.8. 

Wolsey seems to have been fated to act the part 
of an advocate in the court of Cupid, and was again 
called on in that capacity by the young queen 
dowager of France, soon after the demise of Louis 
XII. To understand this thoroughly, we must 
((dvert to some early circumstances connected Avith 
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that princess, who at an early age was affianced to 
the Archduke Charles, afterwards Charles V., the 
contract being confirmed in 1514, and a time fixed 
for the solemnization of the nuptials. But this 
contract soon became matter-of n^lect, principally 
perhaps from the extreme youth of the proposed 
bridegroom ; so that many of the young nobility 
of the first rmik act^lly had the hardihood to 
think of marriage with the young, and, as it is said, 
most beautiful princess. 

Amongst those, however, there was but one that 
had any chance of winning her love^ and that was 
Charles Brandon, Earl, and afterwards Duke of Suf- 
folk. He was remarkable for persontd beauty and 
activity, with an air and manner befitting his rank, 
and a sweetness of temper and disposition that 
rendered him a great favourite with all, but more 
especially with the ladies. He was besides in 
constant habits of intimacy at court ; and it has 
been said, that in a short time the princess became 
so mudi Clamoured of him, that it was apparent 
to the world, and publidy spoken of. This afiec- 
tion was met equal wannth on the part ^ 
Sufibik, so ^t the courtiers were induced to speak 
of it loud oaoi^ for the king to hear; but Henry 
only lauded at the affair, altibiough he did not ex- 
actly siqnovecff it. That under sudidrcumstance 
oi disa^roval he should still have permitted the 
affair to go on has been thus accounted for. 

It has been obs»ved that, with all his pmtiality, 

K 
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he did not set so high a value upon Brandon as 
to make him his brother>in>law, though he had a 
greater kindness for lum than for any others of 
his courtiers, with the deception of Wolsey; but 
still he was in hppes to draw some advantage from 
the inequality of this amour, which be thought 
would exasperate the amorous youthful lords 
against the princess, and cause them to desist nuy 
more looking after her: brides which, he fancied 
himself so much master of his sister and Suffolk, 
that no serious steps woidd be taken by either of 
them without his consent. 

In this state of affairs the French Duke de Lon- 
gueville, an hostage, proposed his master, Louis 
XIL, as a candidate for her hand — an offer which, 
as we have seen, met with the hearty eoucurreua* 
of Henry, as leading to peace and amity between 
the two countries ; for which pm’pose the king at 
once referred him to Wolsey, when the matter was 
so well managed, that the latter received directions 
to prepare the draft of a treaty botli of peace and 
marriage. 

We find it recorded that Mary readily submitted 
to her brother's will, and, tempted, perhaps, by the 
prospect of a crown, eadeavou]^ to conquer her 
first love, and to forget the gallant Brandon for a 
royal but aged lover. That dke ^ not submit 
unwillingly is from the fact that the zeal and 

readiness which Wolsey difip|tyjed upon this occa^ 
sion, only for the good of- tM^ nation as they ima- 
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gined, was yet eo acceptable to the princess, that 
she repeatedly exfHressed how highly the was sa- 
tisfied with his conduct. In the minds of some, 
however, a ddnbt now arose respecting the con- 
tract with Charles of Austria : but the twomon- 
ar'hs did not feel any difficnlty upon the subject, 
it. i' cvoii deem it necessary to have a dispensation 
the pope; and, as for Mary herself, she made 
a u. clurntiou before a notary public, and otlier 
witnesses, that she had been forced to p%ht her 
faith to Charles, and that \|p had promised to 
espouse her by proxy, and “ per verba de pre- 
sento,” as soon as he should be fourteen yeai« of 
age, but he had btokeu his word; dUd, as she was 
credibly informed that the counsellors and con- 
fidants of the i&chduke were instilling into his 
mind, to the utmost of their ‘power, an aversion 
for the King of England, her brother, so she de- 
clared that she was now advised that she was free 
from that oonfract, and at liberty to marry any 
other prince, in spite of it : a declaration which 
was followed up, two days afterwards, a rati- 
fication of the trea^ of marriage. Suffolk now 
lost aU hopes; yet he was one of those who at- 
tended Mary to France, where he displayed the 
greatest skill end 'gallantry in aU the jousts mid 
tournaments, as already hinted at, that were cele- 
brated upon the occasion ; during which an oo- 
currenoe happened, which deserves notice. It is 
related in a letter from the Marquis of Dorset, 

K 2 
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Vho 8a3rv*-‘* The French highly comniendeth my 
Lord of Suffolk, and say that no Christian prince 
has two sudi servants aa we two, both for peace 
and war, in field and eoundl. My Lord and I ran 
three days and h)St ncAhifig. On Satiwday the 
18th of November, the Toumay and course in the 
field b^an : my Lord of Suffolk and I ran the 
first day Ourselves; then put our aids to it, because 
there were no noblmnen to run with us. On the 
21st, the fighting on fiiot 'began, when they put 
an Almain (Qermiy^)' that never came into the 
field before, against my Lord of Suffolk,^ have 
put us to ahame, but eould hot.” 

As soon as* Louis' died, whiOh was only eighty 
da]^ after the celebration of his nuptials, and 
already slightly recorded, the young queen dowager 
dedared that she tfoUld return to England ; and 
in the meantime she received letters of condolence 
from Henry, in which he particularly advised her 
not to enter into any new contract of martkige 
without his knfawkdj^ and Consent. Wolsey also 
wrote to her in pointed tenns^ and entreated her 
to conform heiUelf to her Inrothei's advice. 

To these epistles &e young queCn returned a 
spirited answer; UuA'she protested, that if the 
king would lurie her iuarrjr In tmjr ]^aee, save 
where her mind was, she would diUt herself up 
in some religious house; a re^ that made consi- 
derable impresabn upon Heni/a mind: and he 
therefore attended at once to her Wish to return 
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to England, sending over, for tbe purpose o£ ac> 
companying her, the Duke of Suffolk himself, to- 
gether with Sir Bichard , Wingfield and Dr. West, 
as ambassadors, both to congratulate the new 
monarch, and to conduct the royal widow to her 
^ native shore, with ajl the respect not only due to a 
French Queen, but also to a Princess of Englmid, 
During the attendance of Uie ambassadors upon 
the young dowager, previous to her journey, 
Brandon did not fail to observe h» msjesty’s par- 
tiality for him, which she took care very soon to 
confirm, hinting to h|m during a confidential con- 
versation, that the happiness of the married state 
depended not so much uppn great d^piities, as on 
the love and affection the parties might have for 
each other; and that, for her part, if ever she 
married again, she would marry where her*love 
was, or continae single the remainder of her life. 
BruidoD, th<>i«li iK>w cooSdeot o( h» 
was yet conscious of the disparity of rank between 
a sovereigii, and a subject; hut .this formed no 
obstade ^ their, union in her inind, and 

therefore, as Suffolk was yet too humble to declare 
his wishes, she.fictuatfy had an fotervisftii with the 
new monai^^ p whifh, without hesita- 
tion or she aidpowle^ed thather 

design was nofitdiig 1^ than to marry the Duke 
of Suffolk, conjuring the king to assist her in per- 
fecting her wishes; a request with whi^ Francis > 
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In an ensuing conference the French king told 
the Duke of Suffolk the plain state of the case, 
when the latter instantly confessed his love for the 
queen; hut hinted that if the affair should become 
known to Henry, he would be undone. To this 
tlie king obligingly answered, — “ Let that alone 
to me ; for 1 and the queen shall so solicit yoiu* 
master, that he shairbe content.” 

But the duke trusted, perhaps, more to Wol- 
sey’s influence than to any other; and, accordingly, 
he instantly made to him a confidential commu- 
nication of the whole affair, his letter running 
partly thus, — I cannot but communicate to you, 
my Lord of York, what has passed on this occa- 
sion, because I intend to hide nothing from you ; 
and earnestly desire your speedy advice, and whe- 
ther you intend to inform the king of this letter. 
And I thank God, that he whom I feared most is 
most vdlling to be an author of this act himself, and 
to be an advocate forme to the king, my master.”' 
This Was evidently intended as a hint to the Car- 
dinal to break the affair to Henry, without abso- 
lutely making it a matter of request ; at least 
Wolsey seems to have understood it in that li^t, 
and accordingly he took the firsf" opportunity, of 
offering it to tibe royal notice, at the*8time time 
using all bis influence to 'soften Henry’s displea- 
sure, who \^, at first, very indignant at matters 
•having proceeded so far in fVance, without his 
knowledge or license. After some time, however. 
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the royal resentment was so far overcome, that 
Wolsey wrote to Suffolk, advising him to address 
the king in soft strains, which he did, and his letter 
was received most favourably: the queen, likewise, 
writing to his majesty, reminded him of his pro- 
mise, and concluded with a very broad hint of 
her determination jn {ilease herselfy— “ Your Grace 
well knows what I did, as tQ my first marriage, 
was for your pleasure; and now, 1 trust, you will 
suffer me to do what 1 like." 

Whether Wolsey was or was not acquainted 
with the queen’s determination to act without 
waiting for her brother’s approval does not clearly 
appear ; but it cannot be doubted that, whatever 
she might do, she placed great reliance on his good 
offices to extricate her from ahy ill consequences 
that might flow from her want of caution; as was 
manifested by her telling Brandon, a few days 
afterwards, that unless he resolved to marry her 
within four days, she would never have him. I^o 
so fair a challenge, an4 so frjr a challenger, Brmi- 
don could not say nay — and in two months after 
she was a widow she became privately a wife. 
Blary, with gmat propriety, now to<dc on herself 
the task of redondling hmr brother to this hasty 
matchi justifying Brandon by a candid declaration 
of the means which she had taken to hasten it ; 
but not receiving an immediate answer to her 
epistle, it was* thought expedient. that the bride- 
groom.should write to Wolsey. 
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This he did in a way that seems to have justi- 
fied the Cardinal’s reproaches to him upon a sub- 
sequent occasion; for he expressly stated in his 
letter that, next to Ciod and the king, he owed to 
Wolsey all the honours that had attended him 
hitherto; and ^e concluded with declaring his 
fear of the royal displeasure, pn account of the 
marriage, earnestly he|^;ing his friend to mediate 
in his favour. 

Nor was Wolsey inattentive to the wishes of 
the lovers ; but availed himtelf of his influence to 
remove all feelings of displeasure from Henry’s 
bosom: so that he was soon enabled to announce 
to them the great probability of success, advising 
them, at the saine time, to write to their royal 
brother in the most submissive style, which he felt 
confident would have the best effect. 

lliis judicious advi<x they pursued; and, on 
the receipt of their letters, Henry instantly ex- 
piessed his ready i^ogiveness, inviting them over 
to England: an isci^tation which they joyously ac- 
cepted, testifying at the same time, by letters to 
Wolsey, the ^tefrd sense whidi they had of his 
friendship and ejtfrelM j^jj^dness to tijiem through 
the whole aflh|r. 

It is a whimsical an^ohft^’of that day that a 
friar actually went t<ondon to Pluis to warn 
Maiy not to many the Duke of Suflblk, earnestly 
exclaiming to her , — ** Of all men, beware of him; 
for I can assure you that he and Wolsey have 
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dealings with Satan, by which they rule the king 
for their owh ends.” 

But Mffly had too much good sense, or too 
much passion, to listen to such absurdity; so that 
the affaii; went on, as related, and the young 
couple, very soon after their arrival in England, 
were re-married in the Cha^l Royal at Green- 
wich, on the 13th of May, 1515. 

Scarcely had Wblse/s affair of the Cardinalate 
been settled, When his royal master, at the dose 
of the year, summeil up all his favours in the 
appointment of Lord Riigh Chancellor, Tacant by 
the resignation of the Ardibishop of Cdnterbucy. 

Ryifler states (Feed. xiv. 5Sl9>) that at one hour 
pdst noon the new diancellor receHed the seals ; 
but anotlier account says, that he received them 
at Eltham in the royal presence, and in the Chapel 
Royal after vespers. 
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SECTION IV. 

1516—1518. 

i^xcjrtions as Chancellor— Arbitrary Exercise of Power — Strict 
Audit of Public Accounts — Conduct towards* the Earl of 
Kildare — Exercise of ecclesiastical Authority — Friendship 
and Correspondence with Erasmus — Great internal Im- 
provements in Laws and Manners — Foreign Politics — 
Splcndid^louschold Establishment — Satire by Sir Thomas 
More — ^Amorous Intrigues, and mysterious Anecdote — 
Personal Adornment — His Wish to reform the Church — 
Treaty with France — ^^Fournay restored— Foreign Pensions 
—Anecdotes i^iusolent Pride — IVaised by Erasmus— Lon- 
don Riots against Foreigners — Tergiversation with Foreign 
Potentates— Diplomatic Anecdotes — ^Visits Oxford, and 
founds Lectures — Extraoil^dinary Submission of Cambridge 
University — First Visit of Cardinal Campeius, and its Con- 
seciuences — Whimsital Anecdotes of Italian Pride and Po- 
verty — Extraordinary Papal Grants — ^Further Promotions, 
and Royal Favours— Anecdote3 of priestly Pride, &c. &c. 

The most favourable account of the manner in 
which Wolsey succeeded toi the seals is that given 
by Hall, Who says, that at the conclusion of the 
parliamentaiy session, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, perceiving that bis rival incjddled more in 
his oifiee of Chancery than it l^c^e him to per- 
mit, but which he could not object to without risk 
of the royal displeasure; and observing also that 
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Wolsey attempted to assume all rule and power, 
and to lusimp all authority, adding thereto the 
consideration of his own great age, he thought it 
best to siuTender the great seal at once into the 
king’s hands, who instantly presented it to Wol-, 
sey. It must be confessed, however, that other 
writers are by no means so favoiu'able either to 
his moral or political honesty. 

The new chancellor no sooner felt himself firmly . 
seated than he began to. enforce two acts which 
had passed in the preceding parliament, called 
the act of apparel, and the act of labourers; 
api>ointing commissions in every county, to see 
them enforced. Nay, so anxious was he for their 
due observance, particularly of the first, that he 
took the law into his own hands; and one day 
called towards him a gentleman o£ the name of 
Simon Fitz-Ritliard, from whom he took an old 
jacket of crimson velvet, and various broaches and 
oinaments. This excited much spleen and ill>wi]l 
amongst the many, but was to hLs flatterers and 
oflicers only a bad example ; so that the Mayor of 
Rochester, in hoj)es of court favour, actually ex- 
posed a young man in the pillory for wearing a 
ragged shirt. 

These extruoYdinary acts of power were even 
increased when he received the papal bull. With a 
grant of the legantine authority in England, but 
the date of which is uncertain, as* will be hereafter 
noticed, whic^ gave him the highest ecclesiastical 
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jurisdiction in the kingdom ; enabling liim to ap> 
point to all offices in the spiritual courts, and to 
present to all ecclesiastical benefices. It further 
granted to him the power of constituting masters 
•of faculties, ^aud of appointing masters of cere- 
monies, in augmentation of his own personal dig- 
nities ; together with a visitorial inspection over 
all monasteries and convents, and, in short, over 
all the English clergy, whether exempt or non- 
exempt by fomer grants. 

With such powers, powers also which he exer- 
cised to their fullest extent, both civil and eccle- 
siastical, the conduct of the new chancellor could 
nut fail to meet with strong animadversion, espe- 
cially as a spirit of religious, and consequently of 
free political inquiry, had .begun to show itself 
amongst the people : yet it must still be confessed 
that Wolsey’s pride and arrogance, if they made 
him enemies, were not the sole cause of that hos- 
tility; for* there were other reasons intimately 
connected with the welfare of the kingdom, which 
soon raised a nest of hornets about him. In the 
first place, he instituted a system of audit for all 
accounts connected ivith military expenditure, or 
other public money ; a measure that gave great 
offence, as many entrusted with the public purse 
in tiieir several departments were most shame- 
fully in arrear of payments,- and unable to make 
up their balancfes. It is said, indeed, by the 
old chroniclers, that nunibers of the guilty saved 
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themselves by perjury and bribery, whilst others 
less guilty were severely punished : but Wolsey 
must not be blamed for this, as it is owned that 
“ for a truth he so punished perjury with open 
punishment, that in his tyme it was \psse used.” 

He also caused a great reform of manners in 
th^ country ; showing no respect of persons, but 
dealing with all alike ; punishing not only the 
common people, but also knights and lords for 
riots, or other misdemeanors ; so that the people, 
in general, were enabled to live in tranquillity. 
Yet no sooner did the jioor perceive that Wolsey 
piinished the rich than they began to forge and 
fabricate complaints, by which many worthy per- 
sons were brought into trouble. So numerous, 
indeetl, were those complaints at last, that the 
chancellor found it impossible to attend to them 
personally; tesides which, he soon ascertained that 
many of these charges were founded in envy, ill- 
will, and falsehood : and, therefore, tq *get rid of 
them entifely, he procured a royal commission for 
the establishment of four inferior courts, to hear 
the complaints of poor people by bill. The first 
of these was held in Whitehall, then called York- 
place ; the second was under the care of Dr. 
Stokesley, the king% almoner; a third was held 
in the Lord ‘Treasurer’s Chamber, next to the 
Star Chamber ; and the fourth at the Rolls. 

The pressure of business at these courts, when 
first established, was immense ; but the novelty 
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soon wore off, and the poor were tired of com- 
plaining of their betters, especially when they 
found that great delays took place ; that few af- 
fairs were at the last decided ; and that, even when 
decided, no man was bound by the award. Those, 
therefore, who had real complaints of grievances 
to make were soon glad to resort to the common 
law in preference. 

That Wolsey sometimes, at this period, em- 
ployed liis power for the gratification of private 
malice, has been a heavy charge against him, espe- 
cially in the case of the Eai‘1 of Kildare. We are 
told that Kildare’s danger, at this time, was evi- 
dently veiy great ; not so much from any political 
crimes that he might have been guilty of, as from 
a strong ill-will borne towards him by Wolsey. 
From whence this feeling arose it is difficult to 
account for ; but his enemies, at len^h, succeeded 
in having him convicted on an accusation of having 
.sent his daughter to the- various Irish chiefs, soli- 
citing them to join in a conspiracy against the 
English power under the Earl of Ossory. After 
sentence, Kildare was committed to the Tower; 
but imder a reprieve from the king, who seems to 
Imve been unwilling to shed blood upon tliis occa- 
sion, and the earl himself must have looked for- 
ward towiu’ds an ultimate pardon — at least he had 
philosophy enough to be contented tmder his then 
circvunstances ; and it is stated of him, that he 
“ was heartily loved of the lieutenant, pitied in all 
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the coui’t, and standing in so hard case altered 
little of his accustomed hue, comforting other 
noblemen, prisoners, and dissembling his own 
sorrow.” 

Stowe relates in his Chronicle, that one night, 
when Kildare and the lieutenant of the Tower 
were amusing themselves at the game of shovel- 
groat, an order arrived most unexpectedly fin his 
execution on the following morning. This order 
was no sooner looked at by the lieutenant tlian he 
uttered a deep sigh, when Kildare exclaimed, “ By 
St. Bride, lieutenant, there is some mad scheme in 
that scroll ; but fall out how it will, this thi*ow is 
for a huddle !” Struck with his magnanimity, the 
lieutenant did not ^hesitate to acquaint him with 
the extent of the order ; when Kildare, susiMJCting 
that the whole affair arose rather from the Cai’- 
dinal's malice than from the king's Will, with great 
good sense requested that officer to learn from the 
king’s own mouth whether he was privy to this 
sudden determination. The lieutenant was, at 
first, very unwilling to enter upon this inquiry, 
lest he should thereby give offence to Wolsey, so 
great was the dread of his power in the minds of 
men in general ; but he at length determined, at 
the hour of midnight, to set off for the court, and 
demand an immediate audience of the king, which 
was then conside^ a privilege of his office. On 
arriving at the court, an interview was imme- 
diately granted, when the king gave him his signet 
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in token of countermanding the order, on which, 
indeed, he made some very strong observations^ 
talking of the “ sauciness of the priest” in very 
plain terms ; apd the lieutenant instantly waited 
upon Wolsey, who was so enraged at the royal 
interference, that he lost sight even of deconiin, 
and “ began to breathe out unseasoned words, 
which the lieutenant was loth to hear, and so he 
left him fretting.” 

Of other accusations, we may allude to a general 
one, that when Wolsey, by the dismissal of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury from the chancellor- 
ship, and by the subsequent grant, felt himself 
searre of the great seal, being also archbishop and 
cardinal legate soon afterwards^ his pride knew no 
bounds, but those of his power, and scarcely that. 
His first object was to surmount the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in all jurisdictions, which he com- 
pletely marked and manifested by the exercise of 
superior ecclesiastical powers, siunmoning not only 
all the bishops of both provinces, but even the 
archbishop himself, to attend his convocations, 
claiming therein the whole parochial patronage 
of the church, sending his own visitors to all the 
spiritual houses in the kingdom, filling all the 
ecclesiastical courts with his own corrimissioners, 
scribes, apparitors, together with all other officers ; 
all this,however,aswehave seen in the slight sketch 
of his legantine powers in a preceding page, we 
must own he was authorised to do ; and, therefore, 
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if blame falls on him, it ought rather to be from 
the undue exercise of his power, than from the 
strict legal exertion of the high papal commission. 

Yet with all his ideas of the supreme arbitriuy 
authority of the head of the Romish church, it is 
rather a curious fact that Wolsey, even after he 
became a cardinal, was still upon good terms with 
some of the Reformers, especially with Erasmus, 
who had recently obtained the royaV license to 
return to Basle, from whence he wrote to WoLsey; 
who seems, by this letter, almost to have lieen his 
confidant in the grand work of Reformation. 

“ Most Reverend Prelate, 

“lam very sorry that I had not an opportunity 
of a longer and more particular conference with 
your highness before I left England. My last 
refuge, and the sheet anchor of my felicity, I had 
fixed on you; biit I was in ha.ste to publish St. 
Jerome, a voluminous and celebrated work ; and 
if I mistake not, a work which will be immortal, 
besides its being pious and edifying. This it was 
which I had so much at heart, that 1 neglected all 
other business to proseoite it.” 

He afterwards proceeds to state, “ There is a 
new Greek Testament printed as it was written 
by the apostles, with a Latin translation and an* 
notations by me. Some other things also I have 
published of less consequence ; and yet these trifles 
are a greater trouble to me than those arduous 
affairs of state are to you. Wlien, therefore, we 

I. 
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have finished tfiose undertakings, we will hasten 
our return to England, especially if your emi- 
nency’s goodness and generosity will, in the mean 
time, be providing something for me as a refifesh- 
ment, both to my mind and body, after the fatigues 
I have undergone from these employments. May 
a good state of health be enjoyed by your most 
reverend lordship, to whom I wholly devote and 
dedicate myself.-— Basle, Feb. 3, 1516.” 

It was worthy of record also, that about this 
same period the famous Dr. Colet, foimder of St. 
Piaul’s school, met with the kindest treatment from 
VVolsey, at the very time when the Bishop of 
London had prosecuted him for hei'esy. Colet, on 
this occasion, laid his complaint before the car- 
dinal, wlio paid to him through all the proceedings 
a particular deference and respect ; finally taking 
care that Colet should peaceably possess the pre- 
ferments which he held without any further th‘s- 
turbancc, putting thus an end to the ulterior pro- 
ceedings which' had been intended against him : 
yet Colet, as we have seen in a preceding anecdote, 
could not submit to the extraordinary powers of 
Wolsey. A letter from Henry’s own hand, nearly 
of this date, \irill show in what affectionate esteem 
he was held by his royal master, notwithstanding 
the public clamour against him. 

“ My Lord Cardinal, 

“ 1 recommend me unto you as heartily as I 
can, and I am right glad to hear of yoiw good 
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health, which I pray Qod may long coutimie. So 
it is, that f have received your letters, to the 
which, because they ask long answering, I have 
made an answer by my secretary. But two tliiugs 
there are, which are so secret, that they cause me 
at this time to write to you myself. The one is, 
that I trust the queen, my 'wife, is with cliild ; the 
other is the chief cause why I am so loth to repair 
to Loudon, because now is partly her dangerous 
time *, and likewise because I would remove her 
as little as possible. Now, my lord, I write this 
unto you not as an assured thing, but as a thing 
wherein I have great hojje and likelihood; and 
also I do well know that this news will be com- 
fortable to you to understand, therefore I do write 
it unto you. No more imto you at this time, nisi 
quod Deui velit inceptum opus bene Jiniri. 

“ Written with the hand of your loving prince, 

“ Henky R.” 

That Hemy should have been so extremely 
partial to Cardinal Wolsey, even if that partiality 
had first been founded in youthful error and pre- 
judice, will not appear so wonderful in his ri]>er 
years, if .we \ake a liberal view of the cardinal’s 
exertions in his public capacity, not only for his 
master’s good, but for the general good of the 
country. We find it acknowledged, that although 
the different business Wolsey Was Engaged in re- 


Probably in allnsion to the sweating siekness. 
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lative to his offices, both spiritual and temporal, 
was fully sufficient to have occupied, in general 
opinion, so much of his time, as to have allowed 
him very little for attention to other matters : yet 
such was his intense application to all the depart- 
ments of government, that he was able, in the 
course of this very year, 1516, to reform numerous 
abuses which had crept into the different offices, 
particularly in regard to the revenue, and the ad- 
ministration of justice in the courts of law, as has 
l)een slightly alluded to. 

His exertions in regard to the Exchequer could 
not fail to make him many enemies: for as he 
found it much exhausted, both through the king’s 
liberality, and the demands for the public service, 
he judged it expedient to bring all persons, what- 
ever thek rank, entrusted with the receipt of the 
revenue, to a strict account and audit. In this 
inquest he gave great offence to the Duke of Suf- 
folk, who was a debtor to the crown to a con- 
siderable amoimt ; no demands having been made 
either upon him or* various others, through the 
neglect or treachery of the proper officers. With 
respect ‘to Suffolk, the effects of the demand were 
so serious, that being unable then to arrange it, he 
found it necessary to retire from the expensive life 
of a court, in order, by frugality in comitry seclu- 
sion, to save a*smn sufficient to answer the debt : 
for he was aware that in this case Henry would 
not interfere with the regulations of Ids chan- 
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fellor, who had already obliged some to pay into 
the Treasury what they owed, prosecuting others 
to compel payment, and thus providing the king 
with money, without any new taxes or imposts 
uprin the people. 

Previous to this the administration of the cri- 
minal law bad been very faulty, tending.rather to 
increase than to diminish crime, especially in re- 
gard to misdemeanors, riots, and even rajies and 
perjuries, so that neither person nor propertj^ere 
safe. But exerte'd himself here also, more 

especially as to peijury, which was then the (by 
rot of criminal law and df social confidence; so 
that, in a short time, that crime was nearly era- 
dicated, to the great improvement of morals. The 
other Climes he also followed up with careful 
trials, and certainty of punishment on conviction ; 
which was much facilitated by the establishment 
of a neiV court, in which sat the lords of the 
council, with several others of the nobility. 

All these things gained him great praise, in re- 
gard to the general good, at least from judicious 
politicians ; and we must not forget that he wa.s 
the founder of the court of requests, and of many 
other regulations in the civil government, yvhich 
were then very acceptable to the people at large ; 
regulations so tempered by wisdom and patriotism, 
that some of them are in use even at the present 
day. 

Even the inimical historians of that time ac- 
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knowlege the truth of these facts ; and Erasmus, 
whose authority will not readily be disputed, says 
expressly that he proceeded in such a way as to 
bid fair to render England a mone glorious nation 
than it ever was before; for he' so thoroughly 
cleared the realm of malefactors, mid evil doers of 
every sort, that it was not more free from poisons 
and wild beasts, than from noxious men ; that by 
his authority he cut in sunder many perplexed 
lawsfkts, no less happily than Alexander did the 
Gordian knot ; and also ’that with much wisdom 
he composed the differences between great men, 
which often tended to the injury of the state. 

Thus powerful and active at home, he was 
courted even by foreign courts. Scotland was 
almost at his beck, especially in r^ard to the queen 
dowager’s party; for she was now so poor, as 
actually to lie obliged to borrow money from him. 
Spain too looketl up to England now as a power- 
ful ally, her crown having fallen to the youthfiil 
Charles of Austria, by the demise of King Fer- 
dinand, and who was now generally understood 
to be a candidate for the imperial diadem, when- 
ever it should l)e vacant by the death of his grand- 
father ; and so successful was the young monarch,' 
in opposition to the intrigues of France, that a 
league was entered into at London with the Em- 
peror Maximilian, in October, 1616 , nominally in 
defence of the church, but really in hostility to 
Francis I. In the diplomatic proceedings re- 
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specting this tfeaty, Wolsey sat at the head of the 
conunissiou. 

It was the policy of Eugland, however, not to 
come to open hostilities witli France, although she 
advanced money to Maximilian in his war in Italy; 
a service for which .tlie emperor showed so little 
gratitude, that even after Henry had paid the 
half of 60,000 florins contracted for in his name, 
Maximilian had the assurance to tell him that if 
he did not also pay his half, for he had no money, 
then he should be obliged to make such concessions 
to the King of France as England would not a})- 
prove of. Yet Henry, and Wolsey also, had been 
so mystified by Austrian diplomacy, that they ac- 
tually believed Maximilian to have been sincere 
in a project of dispossessing the French of the 
Milanese territory, and of annexing it to the crown 
of England. Henry, however, liad good sense 
enough to see that the I'estoration of Francis 
Sforza to that dukedom would be more honour- 
able and more beneficial to himself and his king- 
dom, and when the proposal was made to him 
through his agent, Dr. Pace, he announced his 
apjgrobation of it by a letter under his own baud. 

Amongst other politick tricks, at this time, it 
was actually said that Maxunilian had ofiered to 
resign tlie imperial sceptre in favour of Henry ; 
but his remissness in the Italian campaign, not to 
call it by a harsh name, marching back from the 
gates of Milan to Trent as if in a imnic, must 



158 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

have convinced Henry of the instability of his 
friendship. 

Elevated' to power, both at home and abroad, 
and to wealth, both by fair means and foul, Wolsey 
began more pointedly to display his taste for mag- 
nificence, and to court popularity by hospitality 
in open house-keeping. For this purpose, three 
boards were daily spread in his hail, wherever he 
might be resident : at the head of the first sate 
a priest in the oflice of steward; at the head of 
the second a knight, as treasurer; and at the third 
an esquire, who was always comptroller of the 
household. Besides these, there were other esta* 
blished ofiicervS ; consisting of a confessor, a phy- 
sician, two almoners, three marshals, three ushers, 
and several grooms. 

To supply these tables, the kitchen establish- 
ment was necessarily extensive; consisting of<a 
master-cook, whose daily dress was either vdvet 
or satin, with a gold chain to mark his superiority, 
two other cooks, and six assistants or labourers, as 
they were called; in addition to whom there were, 
in what was called the hall-kitchen, two clerks, 
holding the offices of comptroller, and survejror 
over the dressers. In other departments were 
equally responsible persons ; the hallddtdhen 
having two cooks, and labourers, and children, to 
the number of a doaen; the spicery superintended 
by a derk ; in the pastry, two yeomen and two 
paste-layers; in the scullery, four scullions; be- 
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sides one yeoirian and two grooms ; one yeoman 
and a groom in the larder; two. yeomen and two 
grooms in the buttery > the same in tiie ewry ; 
three yeomen and three pages in the odlar; and 
two yeomen in the chandlery. 

Here then is a list nearly equal to that df a 
modem court calendar ; but we have still to add 
two yeomen in the wafery ; a master of the ward- 
robe, with twenty assistants, or male chamber- 
maids, in the bed-room department ; a yeoman 
and groom, thirteen pages, two yeomen purveyors, 
and a groom purveyor, in the laundry then in 
the bakehouse, two yeomen and grooms; one yeo- 
man and groom in the wood-yard, coals not being 
then in general use ; one yeoman in the bam ; 
and twb yeomen and two grooms as porters at 
the gate. 

In his 8tables*equal pomp was displayed, there 
being a master of the horse (and a yeoman of his 
barge), besides a clerk and a yeoman ; a farrier ; 
a yeoman of the stirrup ; also a maltlour, whose 
office we do not very well understand, and sixteen 
grooms, every one of them keeping four geldings. 

The Cardinal's chapel must have been on an 
estabhsfament n^ly equal to that of the sovereign ; 
for at its head was a dean, always a divine of the 
first eminence, and selected for extensive learning; 
next to him a subdean, also a repeater of the choir, 
a reader of the gospels, a singing priest for the 
epistles, and a master of the children. These were 
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for chapel service on conunou dayd ; but on great 
fasts or festivals, there were other persons, on a 
constant retainer, who oame to assist. In the 
vestry also were a yeoman and two grooms. 

Besides this pomp of ecclesiastical service, the 
chapel was furnished, and all the offices performed, 
with the utmost splendour of Roman catholic de- 
coration. The copes and other vestments of white 
satin, or scarlet, or crimson, with the most costly 
ornaments of jewels and precious stones. 

Such may be called the public establishment of 
Wolsey’s household; but splendid as it was, ’twas 
far C3tceeded by his personal domestic arrange 
menis. His two cross bearers, with two pil^' 
bearers, were always in waiting at due hours, m 
the ante-room or great chamber, whilst the privy 
chamber, or chambers, perhaps, must have been 
crowded; for there were a chief chamberlain, a 
vice chamberlain,' a gentleman usher, besides a 
gentleman usher of his own chamber. Here were 
also twelve waiters, of low degree, and sne gentle- 
men waiters: but the moat extraordinary thing 
is, that he had also nine or ten peers ci the realm 
on his household list, ^ who had each of them two 
or t&ree mm to Waite upon him, except the Harle 
of Darby, who had five men.” 

Cavendish, who seems to boast of all this dis- 
play, goes on to recount that this proud Cardinal 
had also forty persous in the offices of gentlemen 
cupbearers, of carvers, and sewers, both of the 
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great chamber and of the privy chamber; besides 
six yeomen ushers, eight grooms of the chamber ; 
“ also he had of almes, ’Who were daily wayters 
of liis boord at dinner,” — ^twelve doctors (not phy- 
sicians, we presume), and chapUdns, a derk of the 
closet, two secretaries, two clerks of the signet, 
and four counsellers learned in the law. 

It is further stated by Cavendish, that he had 
a clerk of the cheoque upon his chaplains and also 
upon the yeomen .of the chamber ; and when he 
became chancellor he added thereto, for the ready 
execution of that office, a riding clerk, a clerk of 
the crown, a derk of the hanaper, and a wax 
chafer. 

Then there were “ foure footmen garnished with 
rich runniug coates, whensoever he had any jour- 
ney and besides these, a herald at arras, a Ser- 
jeant at arms, a physidan, an apothecary, four 
minstrels, a keeper of the tents, an armourer, an 
instructor of his wards in chancery, an “ instructor 
of his wardrop of roabes,” a keeper of his chamber 
continually, a surveyor of York, and a clerk of 
the green doth. 

In short, to sUm up in a few words, there were 
actually, upon his ** cheine roll,” eight hundred 
persons, independent of suitors, who were all en- 
tertained in the hall. " All these were daily at- 
tending downClying and uprising. And at need 
hee had eight continuall boords for the chamber- 
laynes and gentlemen of^rs, having a mease of 
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young Idr^, and another of gentlelnen; besides 
this, there was never a gentleman or officer, or 
‘other worthy person, but hee kept some two, some 
three persons to wait upon them ; and all other, at 
the least, had ond, which did amount to a great 
munber of persons.” 

In fact the number exceeded eight hundred of 
all ranks, including nine or ten peers, or sons of 
peers, .fifteen knights, and forty esquires; but then 
it must be stated that these latter were not consi- 
dered as domestics, but as friends who resided in 
his family either for education and knowledge of 
the world, or for state ptuposes, merely adding to 
the show on days of ceremony. 

The annual sum necessary to keep up such an 
establishment must have been immense; but the 
royal munificence, further marked about this time 
by the grant of the abbacy of St. Alban’s, had ac- 
tually put the Cardinal in possession of an income 
superior to that of the crown ; to which must be 
added pensions from foreign courts, openly paid, 
to which we shall presently have (x;casion to re- 
vert, besides many large sums of money which 
he is supposed to have received from contending 
princes in order to deprecate the hostility, or en- 
sure the neutrality of England. 

In short, such were now Wolsey’s means, and 
so lavish his expenditure, that his pride and vanity 
became so very conspicuous ‘as to be almost pro- 
verbial in men’s mouths, even whilst he was in 
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power ; yet no one dared accuse him openly. Sir 
Thomas More, indeed, in his work — A Dialogue 
of Cbmfort against Tribulation” — does record a 
whimsical, anecdote of him in regard to his beha- 
viour at his' own table ; but this is told as having 
happened in (Jermany. He d^cribes the Car- 
dinal, under this feint, as “ glorious very farre 
above all measure,” adding that it “ was great 
pitie, for it dyd harm, and made him abuse many 
great gyftes that God had so geven hym.” , 

More then declares him to have been “never 
saciate of hearinge his pwneprayse,” and in proof 
of this relates, that one day at diimer, when there 
was a large company assembled, he made a long 
speech, on some specific point of general interest at 
the time,>^hich he seemed, himself, to like very well, 
but then during the whqle time of dinner^ he sat, 
as it were, upon thorns, waiting to hear how the 
company would commend it. But no one spoke, 
yet it was observed, that at last he sat musing 
for some time, as if cpn^vmg . some roundabout 
modest way of recurring to it so as to call forth 
observations on.it. In this (iogitation, however, 
he seemed not to have been successful, and there- 
fore “ for lacke of a, better, lest he should have 
letted the matter too long, he brought it even 
bluntly forth, and. asked u8«aU. that satte at his 
hordes end (for. at his own messe in the middes 
there satte but himself alone) how well we lykcd 
his oracyioh that hee hadde made that day. But,' 
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in fayth uncle, when that probleme was once pro- 
poned, till it was full answered, no manne (1 wene) 
eate one morsell of meate more. Every mhnne 
was fallen in so depe a studye, for the fyndynge 
of some exquisite prayse.” 

That Henry was displeased with Wolsey’s dis- 
play of wetdth can scarcely be supposed, partiai- 
larly when we recollect that he used often, and 
with great glee, to partake of the hospitalities of 
the Cardinal'a residence, visiting him in masque, 
according to the fashion of the times, and of course 
witnessing all the pageantry of his state, and the 
profusion of his entertaimnents. 

How well fitted, indeed, Wolsey was to join the 
office of master of the revels to his ecclesiastical 
dignity may be surmised from a passage in Stowe’s 
Annals, where he says, that when it pleasedtheking, 
for his recreation, to repair to the Cardinal’s house, 
as he did frequently, there wanted no preparation 
or furniture ; banquets wer* set forth with masques 
and mummeries, in so gorgeous a style and costly 
manner, that it was an heaven to behold. There 
wanted no dames or damosek, meet or apt to 
dance with the masques, or garnish the place for 
the time : then there was all kind of music and 
harmony, with fine voices both of men and 
children. 

Amidst all this revelry, possessed of a hand- 
some person and epgaging manners, and not, per- 
haps, very scrupulous id regard to amorous in- 



AND ms TIMES. 


159 


trigue, like all his clerical brethi'en at that period, 
it may naturally he inferred, that Wolsey’s iuter- 
coiu’se with the fair was not kept within very strict 
bounds. Indeed we have every reason to suspect 
that some mysterious intrigue was at this very 
moment going on, the fruits of wliich it was ne> 
cessary to conceal in a manner, perhaps not very 
imcomnion at that day, but which is sufficiently 
romantic to form an excellent foundation for on 
historical novel like those that charm from the 
peu of the author of Waverley. 

The charge may, at first, seem a severe one, 
but is not the less true ; in proof of which, wc in- 
sert the following copy of a letter to Secretary 
Cromwell, said to he* “in relation to a bastard 
daughter of Cardinal Wolsey’s in the nunnery of 
Shaftsbury.” 

Ryghte honable aft' most humyll comenda- 
cyons I lykewyse heseeche yow that the contents 
of thys my symple lett may be secret, and that 
for a.smyche as I have grete cause to goo home, J 
heseeche your good masfshipe to comand Mr. 
Herytag to give atendans opon your masfshipe, 
for the knowlege off youre plesure in the seyde 
secrete matf whiche ys this. My Lorde Cardi- 
nal! causyd me to put a yong gcntyll homan to 
the monystery and unry of Shayfftysbyry, and ther 
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to be p'sessyd, and wold hur to be namyd my 
dogtbter,and the troythe ys shee washisdowythter, 
and now by yo' visitacyon she haythe coman'yment 
to dep”te and knowythe not whether ; wherfore I 
humely beseerhe youre masfshipe to dyrect yo' let- 
ter to the abbas there, that she may there cd"tyuu 
at hur full age to be p'fessyd. W‘owte dowyte 
she ys other xxiiii yere fiill, or shalbe at shuehe 
tyme of the here as she was boren, whiche was a 
bowyte mychebnas. In this yo' doyng, you' ma&- 
tershipe shal do a very charitable ded, and also 
bynd h\ir and me to do you suche s’vyce as lyythe 
in owre lytell powers, as knowythe owre Lord 
God whome I humely beseeche p'speryssly and 
longe to psve you. 

Your Orator, 

John Cmisuv. 

To the rygthe hori”fall 
and his most cspceiall 
good m', Master Cromwell 
Secretary to owre Sov“aiid 
Lord the Kyng. 

That the date of this letter, if it had been pre- 
served, would have fixed the intrigue much about 
this period, is evident from the fact, that it could 
not have been later, as the nunnery of Shaftsbury 
was surrendered to th,e commissioners on the 23d 
March, 1539> when the abbess Elizabeth Souche, 
or Zouche, obtained a pension of £133 6^. Sd. per 
annum, pensions being also allowed to thirty-eight 
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of the other nuns ; and this ablwss ini|i^it have 
been ignorant of the cimiinstance, not receiving 
that office until 1529, when she succeeded Eliza- 
beth Thetford, who in 1523 had been the sm- 
cessor of Margery Twineham, this latter holding 
the office from 1505, so that it was most probably 
during her sibbacy that the yotiug nun hiul l)een 
received. 

The public complaints were not now so much 
against profusion, as that the state assumed by _ 
the Cardinal, when chancellor, was even greater 
than that of royalty itself. This is certainly true, 
and it must have occupied, in common with the 
mere formalities of religion, mxich of his time un- 
necessarily. But early hours were then in fashion, 
and the Cardinal rose early; and as soon as he came 
out of his bed-chamber, he generally heard two 
masses, either in his ante-chamber or chapel. Re- 
turning to his private apartments, he made various 
necessary arrangements for the day ; and about 
eight o’clock, left his privy chamber ready dressed, 
in the red robes of a cardinal, his upper ganrient 
being of scarlet, or else of fine crimson taffeta, or 
crimson satin, with a. black velvet tippet of sables 
about his neck, and holding in his hand an orange, 
deprived of its internal substance and filled with 
a piece of sponge, wetted with vinegar “ and other 
confections against pestilent airs, the which hee 
most commonly held to his no.se, when he came 
to the presses, or when he was pestered with 
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many suitors ” This may account for so many 
of the old portraits being painted with an orange 
in the hand. The Great Seal of England and the 
Cardinal’s hat were both home before him “ by 
some lord, or some gentleman of worship right 
solemnly and as soon as he entered the presence- 
chamber, the two tall priests, with the two tall 
crosses, were ready to attend upon him, with 
gentlemen u^ers going before him bare-headed, 
. and crying ** on masters before, and make room for 
my lord.” The crowd thus railed on consisted 
not only of common suitors, or the individuals of 
his own family, but often of peers of the realm, 
who chose, or were perhaps obliged, thus to crouch 
to an upstart — a chapacter not in very great re- 
pute in those days. In this state the proud Car- 
dinal proceeded down his hall, with a sergeant at 
arms before him, carrying a large silver mace, 
and two gentlemen, each bearing a large plate of 
silver. On his arrival at the gate, or hall-door, he 
found his mule ready, covered with crimson velvet 
tt;appings f for though the Cardinal imitated his 
Divine Master as to the beast he chose to ride on, 
yet he thought there could be nothing wrong in 
having him more splendidly attired than is war- 
ranted by scriptural documents. 

■V\Tien mounted, his attendants consisted of his 
two cross-bearers, and his two pillar-bearers, 
dressed in fine scarlet, and mounted on great 
horses caparisoned iu like colour, of four men on 
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foot, with each a pole-axe iu his hand, .anil a long 
train of gentry who came to swell his triumph as 
he proceeded to the Court of Cliancery, where lie 
generally sat until eleven o'clock to hear suits and 
to determine causes. 

With all this state, he seems to have affected 
some degree of familiarity ; for, previous to taking 
his seat in the coiurt, he generally stopped at a 
bar made for him below the chancery, conversing 
with the other judges, and somethnes with in- 
dividuals of less apparent consequence. 

As soon as his chancery business was over, he 
commonly proceeded to the Star-chamber ; where, 
as has been, we hope truly, reported of lum, “ hee 
neither spared high nor low, but did judge every 
one according to right.” 

Indeed, amidst all contending accounts, there 
still appears to have been much virtue in this ex- 
traordinary man, who might even claim merit as 
being one of the chief causes of the rapid ex- 
tension of the Reformation in England, from 
his sedulous endeavours to detect the disorders 
amongst the clergy at home ; disorders, the know- 
ledge of which was now producing such me- 
morable events in Germany, and leading to the 
Reformation there also. 

In the midst of all his greatness, Wolsey ex- 
perienced considerable trouble and anxiety in 
regard to Toumay, as not only the inhabitants 
but the clergy were iu favour of his competitor. 



164 


WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 


It was understood, too, that France was determined 
to recover it, either by force or surprise ; particu- 
larly when it was known that Wolsey’s interest 
was now so &r predominant at the Court of Rome, 
that the Pope not only revoked his former bull 
iu favour of the French bishop elect, but had 
even appointed his English rival his general col- 
lector of papal dues in England — ^ office of high 
trust and confidence, and which could not fail to 
add much to the Cardinal’s power and indueuce — 
and to his wealth also, as the accusation has l>een 
against him. 

Notwithstanding these demonstrations of papal 
favour, Wolsey was soon content to rid himself of 
his Toumay troubles, especially where the pro- 
fits were so small, with the best grace he could ; 
when he so far redgned his claims to his royal 
benefactor, that a treaty was soon after entered 
into with France for the delivery of that city and 
bishopric, as an act of friendship previoiis to a 
family imion, by a marriage of the Princess Mary, 
then an infant, with the Dauphin of France, yet 
unborn, but expected, as the French Queen ex- 
hibited s3rmptom8 of pregnancy— -the result of 
which might, however, have been a daughter 
instead of a dauphin, in spite of diplomatic sa- 
gacity. 

By this treaty, Wolsey gained much upon the 
personal friendship of Francis I. ; and he appears 
to have been equally a favourite with the young 
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Spanish monarch, who settled upon him a pension 
of 3000 livres per annum, on the avowed princi- 
ple of being not only a mark of the great amity 
and consideration which Charles had for liiin, 
hut also in reward for the good offices and ef- 
fectual pains which the Cardinal had taken in recent 
negotiations, between him and his royal unde of 
England. This grant was announced to Wolsey 
by an autograph letter from King Charles ; who, 
in the grant, calls him “ our most dear and special 
freind.” 

To a pension so handsomely presented, the 
Cardinal coidd not object ; indeed, it appears that 
he was not in the habit of refusing even smaller 
sums, as in this present year he also accepted a 
pension of 200 ducats, from the Duke of Milan,* 
for his services in regard to that Duchy. 

But these foreign favours were by no means 
palatable to the people of England, whose jealousy 
of him was- thereby only the more increased, so 
that the whole kingdom was’ filled with stories of 
his rapadty and profusion, of his betraying the 
interests of his king and country, for his own pri- 
vate gain ; and, in short, little else was notiml 
at this moment but the pride and insolence of 
Wolsey ; which were depicted pointedly and most 
jieculiarly in many instances ; but in none more 
fully than in what is called ♦ a Character of the 


* Brit. Mas. Lansdown, Col. No, 978. p. 213. 
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insolent Behaviour of Cardinal Wolsey, as given 
by Thomas Allen, Priest and Chaplain to the Earl 
of Shrewsbury. 

“ Pleseth your .Lordshyp to underatande ujiou 
Monday was sennight laste paste, I delivered yotir 
letter w* the exatninacyon to my Lord Cardynall 
at Guildford, whence he commanded me to wait 
on him to the court. I followed him, and there 
gave attendence, and could have no answer. Upon 
Friday last he came from thence to Hampton 
Court, where.he lyeth. The morroAv after, I be- 
sought his Grace I might know his plesure — I 
could have no answer. Upon Monday last, as he 
walked in the parke at Hampton Court, I be- 
sought liis Grace I might knowe if he wolde com- 
•inand me anye servyce. He was not content with 
me thctt I spoke to him. So that who shall be a 
suitor to him may have no other busynesse but 
give attendance upbn his plesure. He that shall 
so doe, it is needfull should be a wyser man than 
I am. I sawe no remedy but came w^ut an- 
swere except I wolde have done as my Lord Da- 
cre’s servant doth, who came with letters for the 
kjmge’s servyce five moneths since, and yet hath 
no answere : and another servant of the Deputy 
of Calais, likewyse, who came before the other to 
Walsingham, I heard when he answered them. If 
ye Ik: not contente to tarry my leysure, departe 
M'hen ye will. 

“ I’his is truthe. I had rather your Ldshyp 
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coinmannded me to Romet]|eii deliver him lettejf!, 
and bring answers to the same. When he walketh 
in the parke, he will suffer no servant -to come 
nyghe him, but commands them awaye as far as 
one might shoot an arrow.” — 

Yet Erasmus, in his confidential letters, seems 
to have formed a very different opinion of Wolsey 
from the popular one ; stating his prindpal virtues 
to be his extraonlinary humanity and modei'ation, 
his beneficence and zeaX for the reformation of man- 
ners, and the advancement of learning; whilst his 
abilities were to be judged by the wisdom and 
rectitude of his administration. Nay, Erasmus, 
who has never been accused of flattery, says to 
him in a letter about this period-r“ a very great 
and splendid fortune is usually invidious ; but the 
wonderful facility of your manners, conspicuous 
and known to all persons, so disarms envy itself, 
that they do not so much consider the greatness 
of your fortune, as the native goodness of your 
disposition.” Yet Erasmus afterwards observed, 
upon his fall — " This is the play of Fortune; from 
being a schoolmaster, he was, in a manner, ad- 
vanced to the royal dignity, for he might more 
truly be said to reign than the king himself. He 
was feared by all persons, beloyed by few, if by 
any body.” 

Between sudi counter opinions it is difficult, at 
tills late period, to decide; but, in unison with 
public opinion, we are obliged to confess, that no 
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sooner did Wolsey findk himself setnirely seated on 
the chancery bench, than, with an apparent little- 
ness of mind, prompted evidently by revenge, and 
still smarting under, perhaps, a deserved lash, he 
sent for Sir Amyas Paulet, who had formerly set 
hint in the stocks at Lymington, abused him with 
foul i*eproaches, and ordered him not to dare to 
quit the metropolis, without a licence to that pur- 
pose. The knight, fearful, no doubt, of the sove- 
reign’s displeasrire, through his favourite, sub- 
mitted to this decree for five or six years, taking 
up his abode in the gate-house of the Middle 
Temple, which, Cavendish says, “ he re-edified, and 
sumptuously beautified the same all over on the 
outside, with the Cardinal’s arms, his hat, his 
cogni^sance and badges, with other devices in so 
glorious a manner, as hee thought thereby to have , 
ui)peased his old displeasure.” 

Cavendish appea^ inclined to vindicate this, 
though he does not venture to defend his master's 
revenge, on the principle that the punishment of 
the stodm was absolutely inflicted wrongfully : but 
he talks of that punishment being more of humour 
than of jmstice ; and considers the whole affair as 
a wai‘ning to men in power. 

Wolsey’s policy and good sense were this year 
hastily calleil into action by a most alarniing riot 
in the city of London, which arose from the en- 
couragement given to foreign artists and trades- 
men, or as the old Chronicle says, “ for that such 
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numbers of strangers were permitted to resort 
hither with their wares, and to exercise handy 
crafts, to the great hindei’auce and impoyerishing 
of the king’s liege people.” 

To such a height did this discontent proceed, 
that a broker, John Lincoln, on the. 5th of April, 
actually waited on Dr. Standishe, udio was to 
preach the Spital sermon in Easter week, and re- 
quested him to notice, in his discourse, the wrongs 
thus done to Englishmen ; but Standishe refused 
to accede to this extraordinary request, and Lin- 
coln then applied to Dr. Bell, who was to preach 
on the Tuesday, and persuaded him to read a bill 
of grievances, which is described as very seditious; 
not only showing to the people that they, as En- 
glishmen, ought to cherish and maintain them- 
selves, but also that it was lawful to attack these 
aliens tor the good of the commonwealth. This 
.sermon had its effect, and irarious disturlmnces 
took place up to the 28th of April, on which day 
some giddy young men set out into die streets in 
Older to pick quarrels with the foreigners, some 
of whom they struck, whilst others they forced 
into the kennel. Good order necessarily required 
the lord mayor to put an end to this, and some of 
the most active rioters were sent to prison; but 
peace was far from being restored, for a report 
instantly spread that it was the intention of the 
citizens to slay all foreigners on May-day. This 
report spread so rapidly and so loudly that many 
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of the foreigners left town in the greatest alarm ; 
and it soon reached the court, where the king’s 
council took it into immediate consideration. Wol- 
sey immediately sent for the lord mayor and al- 
dermen, and for several of the common council, to 
whom he stated what he had heard ; when the 
lord mayor, as if ignorant of the matter, told him 
that he doubted not but so to govern the city as 
peace should be observed ; to which the Cardinal 
replied by advising him so to do, and to take good 
heed that if any riotous attempt were intended, he 
should with good policy prevent it 

The lord mayor having returned into the city 
aliout four o’clock on May eve, when, if mischief 
were intended, no time should be lost in prevent- 
ing it, immediately summoned a meeting at the 
Guildhall; but it was seven' in the evening before 
tbe assembly proceeded to business. Various opi- 
nions were then breached : some thought that it 
woidd be sufficient to set a substantial watch of 
honest citizens, which might withstand the evil- 
doers, if they went about any misrule ; whilst 
others mged that the best mode would be to order 
every man to shut . up his doors, and to keep his 
servants within. 

This consultation being closed as speedily as 
possible, the recorder, about eight o’clock, was sent 
to Wolsey with the opinions of the common coun- 
cil; and, he approving of the second proposal, the 
recorder, accompanied by Sir Thomas More, late 
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under sheriff, returned to the Guildhall, when the 
approved resolution was instantly ordered to be 
put in force. 

On the same evening, Sir John Mundy, one 
of the aldermen, returning from his own ward, 
through Cheapside, foimd two young men plajriiig 
at sword and bucklers, whilst a number of others 
were looking on'. In fact the order was scarce 
published, and probably was not known to these 
people ; but Sir John ordered them to leave off; 
and when one of them asked him the reason why, 
the alderman was about to order him to the 
Compter. This, however, was not so easily done, 
for the prentices, then a very formidable union in 
the city, not only resisted the caption, rescuing 
the prisoner, but cried out “ Prentices ! and clubs !” 
so lustily, that prratices and clubs rushed out 
from every door, and obliged Sir John to fly. 

The crowd still increased, and about eleven at 
night they broke open the Compter, and released 
all the prisoners already committed for their as- 
sarilts upon the foreigners ; and soon after they 
did the same at Newgate, in spite of the mayor 
and sheriffs, who attended to make due proclama- 
tion. This scene of riot and (onflision lasted some 
hours, in which much damage was done ; but the 
rioters about three in the morning, having left off 
their work of destruction, were seized in detail 
by the city police, and about three hundred com- 
mitted to various prisons. In a few da)r8 the 
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prisoners were tried, and Lincoln and twelve others 
adjudged Jto die, for which purpose ten gallowses 
were erected in the most public spots in the me- 
tropolis, where they were executed. On the 7th 
of May, some others were sentenced to death, and 
immediately drawn on hiu^es to Cheapside, where 
one of the party, Lincoln Shirwin, suffered his 
sentence, and the others had the ropes about their 
necks when a respite arrived, and they were re- 
manded to prison. 

The good policy of this merciful change cannot 
l)e doubted ; but Henrj' was, or appeared to be, 
very unwilling to grant it : for, as Stowe affirms, 
it was not determined on until three queens, Ka- 
tharine, Queen of England, and by her means, 
Mju-y, the French Queen Dowager, and Margaret, 
Queen of Scots, the king's sister, then resident in 
England, had, for a long time on their knees before 
Henry, solicited a xiardon, “ which, by persuasion 
of the Cardiiiall Wolsey, (without whose coiincell 
hce would then doe nothing) the king granted 
unto them.” 

A few days- afterwards, on the 13th of May, the 
king tame to Westminster Hall, where he was re- 
ceived by the lord mayor and corporation, when 
the remainder of the prisoners were brought up 
with halters round their necks and ultimately par- 
doned; but not until Wolsey had severely cen- 
sured the corporation for their negligence. The 
pardon being pronounced, the prisoners shouted 
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and threw up their haltei’s to the roof of the hall; 
tlieii they were dismissed with a severe reproof, 
the gallowses were taken down, and peace and 
tranquillity restored. 

Notwithstanding Wolsey’s former enmity to- 
wards the King of France, we have seen that he 
Ijegan to change his feelings or his opinions on 
that subject after considerable coquetting with that 
monarch, who sent him many curious and valuable 
presents, accompanied by the most flattering letters, 
in which he copiously bestowed upon him the titles 
of Lord, Father, and Guardian, assuring him that 
he would not only regard his advice as oracles, 
but also reward his services most amply. Francis 
now conceived that he had completely secured 
Wolsey’s favour and assistance with Henry, and 
therefore he directed his resident ambassador to 
negotiate privately with him respecting the resti- 
tution of Toumay, already alluded to, and publicly 
about an alliance between England and France, 
proposing to cement the peace and friendship, by 
the union of the infant Mary, with his own ex- 
pected son, the Dauphin. 

As an indemnification for the loss of Tournay 
formed part of the proposed arrangement, Wolsey 
listened to it willingly, and resolved to bring Henry 
over immediately to a change of political feeling ; 
and his mode and manner of this, as it has been de- 
scribed, is too curious to pa.ss without notice. • His 
first step^was to take Henry in a confidential mo- 
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ment, presenting him with some of the most cu- 
rious things which Francis had sent him. When 
he perceived the king to be thus put in good hu- 
mour, he said — With these things hath the King 
of France attempted to corrupt me. Many servants 
would have concealed this from their masters; but 
1 am resolved to deal openly with your Grace on 
all occasions.” Lest, however, that he should go 
too far, he tempered the accusation by adding; 
“ This attempt, however, to corrupt the servant, 
is a certain proof of his sincere desire of the friend- 
ship of the master.” 

It is also stated that Henry, so far from being 
oifended, actually felt his vanity flattered by the 
idea that he had selected one so able for his mi- 
nister, — one so much admired and courted by 
other pritices ; ps was evinced by his observation, 
— “ The Cardinal will govern both Francis and 
me.” 

This was very soon* after verified when the two 
monarclis, in regard to the mutual amity and con- 
fidence established between them by the treaty, 
commenced their negotiations for an interview, 
which afterwards todc place at Ardres, so noted 
in the history of that period. Indeed, on this 
occasion, Henry’s confidence in Wolsey was not 
greater than that of Francis, who is stated to have 
shown, by a very sensible and demonstrative proof, 
how much he esteemed the Cardinal, and what 
high tnist and confidence he reposed in his intc- 
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grity and honour : for it appears that after the 
French and English commibsiouers in Loudon 
had agreed that an interview should take place, 
the French king actually referred the regulation 
of it, with respect to time, mauuer, and place, and 
to all other circumstances coimected with it, to 
Wolsey himself ; for which purpose ho sent him 
a commission, some time afterwards, containing 
the fullest and most ample powers, with the sole 
reservation of a condition regarding the safety and 
honour of his person. 

But the knowledge of this proposed interview 
gave great uneasiness to Charles of Spain, who 
took an early opportunity of remonstrating on the 
subject, not only by his ambassadors at the English 
court, but also by private agents to Sir Richard 
Wingfield, then governor, or deputy, at Calais, in 
order that he might represent the affair more 
pointedly to the Cardinal, who no sooner heard of 
it, than effectually to remove all jealousies and sus- 
picious reports, he immediately explained the whole 
affair without any disguise, not only what steps 
the King of England had taken towards it, but 
also what the Flemish ambassadors had done to 
ol)struct it 

That the Flemish interest was very inimical to 
Wolsey ui)on this occasion is evident fnmi the 
fact that the Lord of Chevres, then high in i>owcr, 
and the Chancellor of Burgimdy, actually stopped 
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the King of Spam’s grant of pension to him 
when it came to be signed and sealed at Ghent, 
where it was originally granted. This opposition 
from the Flemings was, however, soon got over ; 
and WoLsey, anxious to please the Spanish mon- 
ai’ch, then at Madrid, persuaded Henry to confer 
upon him the order of the garter, which was sent 
to him in due form hy a splendid embassy. On 
this occasion we have a curious diplomatic tact 
in letters from Dr. Edward Lee, and Sir Thomas 
Boleyue, in which they earnestly write to Wolsey 
for cramp rings, or his majesty’s hallowed I'iugs, 
promising to distribute them well, and to tbe l)est 
purposes. 

These were accordingly despatched at the Car- 
dinal’s request ; indeed his wish was now a law ; 
and the whole of Henry’s conduct towards him 
hceras to have been a tissue of royal favoius : for 
on the 29 th of Aprils we find a grant from the 
king, to enable him to confer letters patent of de- 
lUKen tmder the great sealt; and shortly after 
another grant, empowering him not only to make 
out all congas d’elire, royal assents, tmd restitu- 
tions of temporalities of ecclesiastical dignities, 
from ar^bishopricB down to the lowest religious 
establishments ; but also to take tlie homages tuid 

* See letter dated 12th May, 1518, Brit. Mus. Hail. Coll 

t R} iiicr's Feed. xiii. (503, 606. 
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fealty of all persons whieh might 1)e due to the 
crown for such temporalities — ^grants which Wol- 
sey could not fail to find highly lucrative, at a 
period when bribery was openly and unblushingly 
practised. 

The political operations of the Cardinal left him 
little time for personal attentions to alma mater , 
though he still felt warmly in the cause of the place 
of his education, whenever he had an op]W)rtunity 
to serve her : circumstances, however, this year led 
him to visit the university of Oxford, about the 
latter end of Lent ; for Henry and his queen going 
on a progress to Abingdon, he accompanied them, 
where, the day of their anival, a deputation was 
sent to wait on them in the name of the univer- 
sity, which the queen readily listened to, having 
a great desire to visit Oxford, and at the same 
time she requested Wolsey to accompany her. Her 
majesty, we are told, was received with all the 
honours and expressions of Joy 'that could l)e 
shown upon such an occasion, and which were 
proper to testify how much the heads of hou.s(;s, 
with their whole train of fellows and graduates, 
thought the seat of the Miises adorned by the 
presence of so great and excellent a princess. Her 
majesty’s hou.se of reception was at Merton Col- 
lege, where she was publicly entertained in the 
hall, and which had for several centuries been set 
apart' as the inn or hotel for the Queens of Eng- 
land, whenever they should visit that university. 

N 
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When the convocation was assembled, and the 
congratulatory addresses presented, not only to 
the queen, but also to the Cardinal, the latter an- 
swered in a long s^ieech, in which he declaretl how 
much he had the interests of the university at 
heart, and how desirous he was to do to it every 
service in his power. For this purpose he assured 
them that he particularly proposed to found cer- 
tain lectures (afterwards established), and that he 
wished to be entrusted with the care of reducing 
their statutes into some better form and order ; the 
regulation of which, on account of their confusion 
and discrepancy, had been for some time past com- 
mitted to other £)ersons. 

This offer was at once accepted; and letters 
were instantly despatched to Archbishop Warhain, 
then ebaucellor of the university, to acquaint him 
both with the offer and its favourable acceptance. 
This was rather a bitter pill for Warhain, espe- 
cially os pi-escribed by his enemy and rival ; but, 
after some time, he was persuaded by the reiieateil 
remonstrances of the members of the university to 
agree to it; and, in consequence, on the Ist of 
June, a full convocation passed an ample and 
solemn dea-ee, that the statutes of the university 
.should he put into Wolsey’s hands, to be conected, 
reformed, changed, or expunged, as he in his dis- 
cretion should think proper. 

This humility of conduct appears to have even 
been surpassed by Cambridge, in an act of suli- 
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mission, granting him in a fuller manner an ab- 
solute power of reforming, methodising, and, if he 
should think proper, of changing, nay, of destroy- 
ing all their former statutes ; and even after this 
strong language, that university complained, in 
the words of their grant, that they waaited e:x- 
pressions to denote the powers wherewith they 
wished he might be invested, and the abecdute 
conveyance of their ri^ts and privileges as an 
“ incorporable” body to him ; bat with' a reserva^ 
tion of such distinct r^hts and privileges as were 
proper to the several eoUeges of that university. 

Fiddes contends that the grounds upon which 
the university of Cambridge proceed in this ad- 
dress to Wolsey are still more glorious to him 
than even the powers thereby granted ; for the 
address desired that their statutes might be mo- 
delled by his judgment, as by a true and settled 
standard. It farther spoke of him as one sent by 
a special Prdvidence -from heaven for the public 
benefit of mankind, and particularly to the end 
they might be favoured with his patronage and 
'protection. But the address went also further, 
and it gave a title to Wolsey, of which Fiddes, 
himself his vindicator and advocate, acknowledges 
that it “ even appears superior to that of majesty 
from the other university ; but the proper force of 
which cannot, I believe, be expressed by any word 
of the language wherein I write.” Now the fact 
is, that the title applied- to him, and by Cambridge 

N 2 
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too, is that of “ Nuraen,” which certainly, even if 
it went no further, meant, amongst the Romans, a 
protecting Deity — a being, if not in the first list 
of gods, yet above mortality ! The passage alluded 
to is-~“ Shall we not by every mode of intreaty 
implore the aid of a Deity (numinis opem) for the 
restoration of our laws ? Shall we not fly to this 
altar of justice, to this asylum of right ?” 

If flattery can go further we know not, but 
folly did ; for these extraordinary powers were 
conceded to this mitred god, not for a term of 
years, or for a specific purpose, but for term of 
life, and under such express conditions, that he 
might exercise them as often, in what manner, 
and according tO what diflerent .sanctions he might 
think most convenient . 

Subject to such flattery, endued with such 
powers, ecclesiastical and civil, as he now pos- 
sessed, and suppoiied in the plenitude of his au- 
thority by both king and pope, can we wonder if 
Wolsey, like Philip of Macedon, should be in dan- 

* \Vc have not seen this extraordinary document ; but 
those who have any doubts respecting its authenticity may 
consult Fiddes’s Life of Cardinal Wolsey,” folio edition, 
1724, pp. 184, 185, particularly a note in the latter page, in 
which the author says, “ A copy of this submission was com- 
municated by my very worthy and learned friend, Mr. Hasbin, 
which he found among several original papers in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Hale of Alderley, in Gloucestershire; it is on 
vellum, having the cardinal’s arms, with his cap painted at 
the top.” 
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ger of forgetting that he was a man ? He must, 
indeed, have been more than man had he not, in 
some measure, forgot himself; yet still we must 
laugh at some whimsical circumstances of pride 
and littleness which often appeared. A curious 
instance of this pride and ambition took place this 
year, in consequence of the arrival of Cardinal 
Campeius, as ambassador from the pope, and 
which afterwards led, as some writers assert, to 
his own procuring of the full legantine autho- 
rity * ; for no sooner did he know of the proposed 
embassy, and that Campeius, who was also a le- 
gate de latere, would thus take precedence of him 
as a cardinal, than he sent an episcopal friend, ac- 
companied by several learned doctors, to wait for 
him at Calais, as if to do him honour by a wel- 
come, but really to peisuade him, that if he wished 
to meet with success in his embassy, he must send 
post to Rome, In order not only to have the le- 
gantine authority conferred upon Wolsey, but also 
to have the latter joined in the general diplomatic 
commission. 

This representation had its expected effect upon 

* There is great confusion and discrepancy in the dates 
of his appointment to the legantine authority. Some fix it 
cotcinporary with his cardinalate^ and record^ as we have done> 
his excicise of that authority previous' to the arrival of Cam* 
peius, whilst others agree with the date of the anecdote, 'fhis 
much is certain^ that the legantine grant was at first only 
temporary^ and not for life^ as others had it. 
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Campcius, who took the steps necessary for its 
execution, so that the affair was settled at Rome, 
not without suspicion of large bribes, and the bull 
brought to Calais in the course' of seven weeks : 
where Campeius and his train waited for it, and 
udiere their poverty and shabbiness were so ap- 
])arent, that Wolsey sent a quantity of red cloth 
over for their new clothing. 

Thus refitted, the whole party crossed over, and 
proceeded towards the metropolis, being received 
at every town with great ceremony, and accom- 
panied from stage to stage by the nobility and 
gentry of each vicinity. On arriving at Black- 
heath, Campeius was met by the Duke of Norfolk, 
accotiqianied by an immense train of bishops, 
knights, and gentlemen, all clad in the richest ap- 
jmrel ; and by them he was entertained in a rich 
tent of cloth of gold, where he attired himself 
in his cardinal’s robe, edged with ermine; th^ 
mounting his mule, set off in full procession for 
London. 

In thcfte processions it was customary for great 
men to be acconqianied by mules, or horses, laden 
with rich fiumiture, and even with treasure ; but 
Campeius travelled with such apparent poverty, 
tliat Wolsey was actually ashamed of the appear- 
ance which he would make in passing through the 
public streets : and, therefore, on the night pre- 
vious to the jmblic entry, knowing that the mules 
of the Italian only amounted to eight in number. 
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he sent Idm a dozen others, laden witli coffers 
covered with red cloth, but empty. This decep- 
tion passed on very well until their arrival in 
Cheapside, when one of the mules broke from its 
keeper, threw off its own chests, which burst open 
in the fall, and made two or three of the other 
mules turn restive and do the same ; but the de- 
rision of the populace was violent in the extreme, 
when they saw that “ out of some fell olde hosen, 
broken shoen, and roasted fleshe, peces of bread, 
egges, and mucke vile baggage : at whiche sighte 
the boyes cryed, ‘ See ! see, my Lord Legate’s trea- 
jsm'e and so the muleteers were ashamed, and 
tooke up all their stuffe, and passed forthe.” 

But other folks might have been ashamed also, 
for previous to this the procession had been joined 
by the whole body of London clergy, with crosses, 
censei’s. and copes, who censed Campeius with all 
due solemnity, whilst the lord mayor and aider- 
men, common council, and all the trades and oc- 
cupations of the city, lined the streets in their 
best liveries, with every possible ceremony to do 
him honour. 

No sooner had he recovered in some dc^ee 
from the disastrous disclosure, than he found a 
number of bishops, in mitres and full canonicals, 
ready to receive him beneath a superb canopy, 
under which he entered the church, the canopy 
itself being instantly claimed by his servants as 
their fee. After the papistical ceremony of the 
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offering, he bestowed his benediction on tlie jieople ; 
and, again mounting his mule, proceeded to Bath- 
place, where he was lodged with all his train, 
l)eiug there also firet welcomed by Wolsey, who 
thus ke]!)t up the appearance of royal authority 
over his fellow-cardinal, from whom he now re- 
ceived several bulls granted to him by the pope, 
particulai’ly one which gave him the power of 
visiting the monasteries, in commission with Cara- 
))eius, who also showed him the powers he had 
from the pope to enforce the bull which granted 
to Wolsey the tenths of all the revenues of the 
prelates, &c. throughout the kingdom. . 

Here we may record a specimen of rmderhand 
dealing, of which the Cardinal, in a political point 
(*f view, has often been accused, and which is even 
granted by his' apologist, who acknowledges that 
\V'^»>lsey, thinking liimself capable without an 
associate of being visiter of the monasteries, even 
while Caiupeius remained in England, sent Dr. 
John Clarke to Rome, to request from the pope 
that the whole power, as to that article, might be 
tran.sferred upon himself. This, as Lord Herbert 
says, Avas done by the king’s command ; but. that 
command could only follow Wolsey’s wishes: 
Cbirke, however, whether sanctioned by the royal 
authority or not, acquitted himself so well in the 
business, as Fiddes expressly states, that the car- 
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diiial, Campeius being now revoked, obtained a 
bull, whereby he was enabled to visit not only 
monasteries and all the clergy of England, but to 
dispense with the laws of the church for tlie term 
of a year ensuing the date of his commission. 

But these latter events took place posterior to 
the time of which we wtite ; we shall, therefore, 
resume the order of our narrative in stating, that 
Sunday seems to have been a day generally dedi- . 
cated to court ceremonies at this period ; and ac- 
cordingly, on the first Sabbath after the arrival of 
Campeius, Wolsey and he, in their state barges, 
set off for the court at Greenwich, each of them 
having their crosses displayed, also two pillars of 
silver, two small axes gilt, two cloak bags em- 
broidered, and their cardinal’s hats carried before 
them. On entering the royd hall, Wolsey took 
the right or upper hand of Campeius, and there 
they were met by the king in full courtly state, 
and rweiveid as if both had come from Rome ; so 
jealous was Wolsey of admitting even the slightest 
distinction in which he did not partake. His ma- 
jesty now led the way towards the presence cham- 
ber, when an Italian in the train made a long ora- 
tion, stating the object of the embassy to be two- 
fold ; one for aid of the Christian church against 
the Turks, who were then very troublesome to 
Europe, the other for the refonnation of the clergy. 
High mass was then celebrated, after which the 
two cardinals were ushered to a chamber, where 
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they dined in great state, being served by lords 
and knights : and this over, they took leave of the 
king, “ inoimted their mules, and so rode away” 
all through the city, “ in greate pompe and glory 
to their lodgynges.” 

With respect to the first point alluded to, aid 
against the Turks, there appeal’s to have been just 
cause for alarm, as Selim, the Turkish emperor, 
had recently subdued the Sultan of Egypt ; and 
had thus, by the annexation of tliat powerful em> 
pire to his own already powerful dominions, ren- 
dered himself very formidable to the princes of 
Kurope. The African "Corsairs had also recently 
made several incursions, upon the Italian coasts, 
from whence they had carried off the inhabitants 
of whole villages, and even towns, into slavery ; 
so that the pope, miable to defend himself, had 
iMi other policy to pursue than to persuade tlie 
European princes to unite against the enemies of 
Christendom. 

To gain over Htmry to this confederacy was an 
object of the first importance,, and therefore the 
lK)po joined Wolsey in commission with Campeius, 
signifying to him Iq^ a private communication, 
that notwithstanding the confidence which he had 
in tlie conduct and abilities of the latter, yet loxow- 
ing the Cardinal’s great weight and authority at 
court, and that he was able effectually to advise 
or dissuade any thing, he had esjiecially required 
his assistance, in order to conduct and to facilitate 
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the negotiation on foot ; and had, therefore, con- 
stituted and deputed liim, as an angel of peace,” 
to transact it with an equal share of power and 
authority with his own ambassador. 

At first, Henry listened with complacency,' and 
even enthusiasm, to this negotiation; but ob- 
serving that other princes, in joining the proposed 
confederacy, were more intent upon their own in- 
terests .than the welfare of Christendom, he soon 
dropped all connexion with it, and the whole affair 
fell to the ground; particularly after the death 
of the warlike Selim had, in some measure, neu- 
tralised the fears of Europe. 

But amongst the extraordinary powers granted 
to Wolsey, in conjunction with Campeius, was one 
most extraordinary ; that whenever either of them 
should celebrate mass before the king or queen, 
they should then have power to declare plenary 
remission of sins to all persons of both sexes that 
were penitent or had confessed, or who might be 
in a true and sincere disposition to confess, pro- 
vided they were present at the solemnity, at least 
when the I»nediction should be pronounced. The 
intention of this was supposed to be, to create a 
greater personal veneration for the two cardinals, 
by whose mouth the absolution was to be spoken ; 
the “ plenary remission” signifying, in the shape 
of an indulgence, the condition upon which God 
doth pardon the sinner, and ratify the sentence of 
. the priest ! But, perhaps, the most extraordinary 
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part of the business is, that Fiddes, a Protestant 
flei^man, a chaplain to the then Earl of Oxford 
(the famous Harley) should dedicate a page to the 
vindication of “ plenary remission,” as if the cere- 
mony of absolution in our own rubric required it 
— a ceremony which, in its very form, marks the 
important difference and vital distinction between 
Protestant and popish al^olution. 

In the midst of all this bustle, Wolsey must, in- 
ileed, have been actively employed ; for on the 31st 
of July, the French appointment of embassy took 
jilace, which was to negotiate a perpetual peace, to 
settle the restoration of Toumay, in lieu of which 
Francis offered a pension of 12,000 livres, and to 
arrange, not only the treaty of marriage between 
the Dauphin of France and the infant princess, 
but also whatever might be necessary for the ex- 
jK*ctcd meeting at Ardres. 

Soon after this the see of Bath and Wells 
became vacant, by the deprivation of Cardinal 
Hadrian, who had excited the jealousy of the pope ; 
and Henry scrupled not to ask it for his favourite 
from Poiie Leo. It was speedily granted; and 
Wolsey not only received the temporalities from 
the king on the 28th of August, but had also a 
grant of the abbacy of St. Alban’s. The latter 
grant has, however, by some been fixed at an 
earlier period ; and Bro^vne Willis thinks it must 
have been made in 1516, though the temporalities 
were not given up luitil 1521. 
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Along with Bath and Wells, the Cai’dinal soon 
had the administration of the sees of Worcester 
and Hereford granted to him by the pope ; but it 
is to be observed, that these bishoprics were only 
held in commendem, or in farm, being already pos- 
sessed by foreigners, who, it is said, were per- 
mitted by Wolsey to adopt nonresidence, but com- 
pounding with him for such indulgence by a share, 
the lion’s share too, in the revenues. 

These grants, however, although ostensibly con- 
ferred upon him by the pope, were the result of 
his royal master’s kindness — a shower of favours 
well described by our own immortal poet in his 
play of Henry VIII. 

K, Hen, Have I not made you 

The prime man of the state ? I pray you, tell me. 

If what I now pronounce, you have found true . 

And if you may confess it, say withal. 

If you are bound to us, or no. What say you r 

Wot, My sovereign, 1 confess, your royal graces 
Shower'd on me daily, have been more than could 
My studied purposes requite ) which went 
Beyond hll man’s endeavours: — my endeavours 
Have ever come too short of my desires. 

Yet hll’d with my abilities: mine own ends 
Have been mine so, that evermore they pointed 
To the good of your m68t sacred person, and 
The profit of the state. For your great graces 
Heap’d upon me, poor undeserver, I 
Can nothing render but allegiant thanks ; 

My prayers to heaven for you j my loyalty, 

Which ever has, and ever shall be growing. 

Till death, that winter, kill it.” 
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fiut these favours were not confined to Henry 
alon^ other -monarchs offered their tributes of 
gratitude, partitfularly the King of Spain, who, in 
a letter of the 17th of September, thanks the 
Lord Cardinal Wolsey, for his loving letter and 
good advice, which he was resolved to follow. It 
must be remarked, that the affairs of the young 
Spanish monarch were, as yet, in a vray unsettled 
state. Castile and Arragon were his by inherit< 
ance, but his regal power was not yet acknow- 
ledged by the other provinces of the Peninsula. 

Court f&tes, as well as politics, now courted the 
Cardinal’s attention; for the French embassy being 
arrived, he introduced them to the king at Green- 
wich, on the 23d of September. This embassy, 
expressly designed by Francis to gratify the vanity 
of Henry and his clerical friend, was the most 
sjdendid in the annals of diplomacy ; for it con- 
sisted of a brilliant train of the gayest lords and 
hulies of France, accompanied by twelve hundred 
offirars, guards, and servants. 

Though apparently designed for show, yet it 
contained men well fitted for political business ; 
between whom and Wolsey matters were soon so 
far arranged, that on the 2d of October a treaty 
was concluded with France for mutual support in 
case of rupture with the empire, and to anticipate 
the evil consequences of the expected election of 
Charles of Spain to the situation of heir apparent 
(or emperor elect) to that dignity; and Charles 
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was evidently aware of this, as appears from his 
conduct in regard to Tournay, a strong fortress, 
if in the hands of the French, to guard against 
invasion; for it is stated, that in expectation of 
its restoration to France, the Spanish ambassador 
actually offered to Wolsey a bribe, or douceur^ of 
one hundred thousand crowns, if he would (»use 
the citadel to be demolished beforehand. This, 
however, the Cardinal declined ostensibly, as being 
contrary to articles and to good faith ; but more 
particularly because it was his policy now to court 
Francis, as most likely to aid him on the next 
papal vacancy. 

Though so deeply engaged in foreign politics, 
Wolsey did not lose sight of the good things at 
home ; for we find, that in October he received 
the royal grant of the office of bailiff of the honour 
or lordship of Cheshunt in Hertfordshire, with 
the place of park-keeper of Brantingisley, in that 
lordship. What object he could have in view in 
obtaining this grant, it is difficult to conceive ; for 
all its apparent profits were from the herbage of 
the park, and the garden belonging to it; the 
grant too was for life. It is equally difficult to 
imagine what profite— -legal profits at least—could 
result from a grant in November, of the custody 
of all things, belonging to John Broughton, Esq., 
then defunct. 

It would be unfair, at this distmit period, to 
affix charges of interested -and improper motives 
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upon the dead ; yet a plain man, however skilled 
in the manners and customs of that day, must still 
feel at a loss to perceive any honest and lawful 
advantages that could accrue from either grant. 

Yet Wolsey was not all for himself even then ; 
for .the foundation of the College of Physicians by 
Henry, in tliis year, ldl8, was principally at bis 
instigation, as the king himself expressly states in 
the preamble to the original cliarter, speaking of 
the Cardinal as one by whose advice, in unison 
with other, eminent jicrsons, he had been incited 
to that work. 

Still did public and private jealousy exist against 
him, nor is it surprising, if we give credit to that 
writer who says, that no sooner did Wolsey find 
himself securely fixed in the legantine power, than 
of his own accord, and by vii'tue of his sacerdotal 
pre-eminence, he even dared to exercise the pa]>al 
authority without the royal license. He first set up 
a court, which he called the Legate’s Court, where 
he proved testaments, as in the Prerogative Office, 
and also heard general ecclesiastical causes, to the 
great annoyance and injury of the bishoiis. Nay, 
he visited the bi^ops, in his visitations, as welt 
as the inferior clergy, without regarding whether 
they were exempt or not ; and it was loudly as- 
serted that his visitations were nothing better than 
a system of plunder, where, under pretence of re- 
formation, he made himself master of much trea- 
sure, whilst his proposed reforms only produced 
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greater miscMef. It is also stated, that in conse- 
quence of his example, not only priests, but all 
persons connected with the church, grew so proud 
that they could wear nothing but silks and velvets, 
whether in gowns, jackets, doublets, or shoes ; so 
vicious, that they lived in open incontinence ; and 
so insolent, upon the assumption of Ids authority 
and faculties, that no one dared to reprove or' to 
opjiosc them, ** for feare to be called heretique, 
iind then thei would make hym smoke or bare a 
faggot alluding to the custom of forcing all sus- 
pected heretics, especially those of the reformed 
religion then spreading, to wear the pictiure of n 
faggot on their sleeve, an emblem which whs 
downright ruin, not only exposing those who wore 
it to the contumely and malignity of the Catholics, 
but also preventing any person from daring to 
deal with or employ them. 

It is not, indeed, surprising that the ignorant 
and bigoted priesthood cf that day shduld have 
considered the Cardinal as the first mmi in the 
kingdom, and the royal and dvil to be subordinate 
to the sacerdotal powa: ; for Wolsey himself was 
so elated, as to beUeve that he 'tVas at least equal 
to the king — nay, sO for did he go in the usurpa- 
tion of more than royal state, thht after performing 
mass, he obliged not only earlsfhut pven dukes, to 
serve him with wine, to hold his napkin, and to 
present the basin at (he lavatories. 

Need we be surprised tlfon, as the old ehronides 

o 
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tell US, that “ thus the pride and ambicion of the 
Cardinall and clergie was so highe, y* in maner 
aU good persons abhorred and disdained it !” 

That the podsession of so much power as Wol- 
sey held should escite personal jealousies, as well 
as public damour, might well be expected ; but 
he seems to have cared little about it, and to have 
thought of nothing hut increasing his authority: 
for it is a circumstance not generally known of 
Wolsey, that all the places he held were not suf- 
ficient fot his ambition, and he was anxious to 
have the office of Lord High Constable of England 
made permanent, and in.* his own person. The 
fact is stated expressly in a MS. Life of Sir 
Thomas More, in the Lambeth library, and pub- 
lished by Dean Wordsworth, in the second volume 
of his very interesting Ecclesiastical Biography. 
This MS. says, that very soon after Sir Thomas 
More was called to the privy council, Wolsey, wha 
was then the lord president, proposed the vfe^tora- 
tion and permanence of the office in question, as 
a tiling very expedient. After he had inged the 
question, repeating all his aiguments in its favour, 
the members ofi'^e council seemed disposed to 
adopt the measure ; but More thought otherwise ; 
and though single in his (^position, said at once 
that he thought 4t an untneet proposal, giving 
many reasons in support of his* opinion. The 
council, id general, were much i^fi^hded with what 
they thought a too forward interference in so 
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young a member^ and one whose rank in life was 
the lowest of that assembly; and Wolsey himself 
was so displeased, as to consider himself injured 
by More, whmn he addresi^ in terms not vmy re- 
markable for theifr politeness, however theymight. 
be for their apparent bitterness: ‘^Are -you' not 
ashamed, Masto* More, so much to esteems of your 
wisdom, as to tjhmk uS all fools, and set here to 
keep geese ; and you only wise, and set to govern 
England ? Now, by my troth,' thou showest thy- 
self a very proud man, and a more fotAish coun- 
sellor.” ' ’’ 

But More was not abashed with the intended 
rebuke, "and answered him according to his dis-' 
position in fois merrie, yet.wittie sort : ‘ Our Lord 
be blessed (quoth he), that my 'sovereign leage hath 
but one fool in so ample a senate’ — and not a 
worde more. The Cardinal’s drift was all dasht.” 

The exact ^te of this anecdote ^e oumot ascer- 
tain, but it was between 1516 and 1518, and with 
it we dose this fourth section.- 
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SECTION V. 

1510—1521. 

Death of the Emperor— Political Arrangements— Henry *s 
Ambition and Disappointment — Surrender of Touriiay — 
Preparations for the Meeting at Ardres — Royal Conhdeiice 
in Wolscy — Politics at Rome— Extraordinary Coincidence 
of three Cardinals ruling Europe— Wolsey*s Conduct in 
Regard to the Reformatioii-^His illegal Proceedings in the 
Legantine Court — Anecdote ofHenry, and Archbishop \\ ai~ 
ham— Changes in the Royal Household— Wolsey’s House- 
keeping-Anecdotes of Wolsey and Erasmus — Lectures 
founded at Oxford— Affwr of the Duke of Buckingham — 
Foreign Pensions— Visit of the Emperor — Champ d* Oi at 
Ardres— Courtly and chiyalrous Anecdotes— Visit to the 
Emperor— Clamour against the Cardinal — Wolsey's Pow ci s 
extended by the Pope — Whimsical Anecdote of the King 
and Bishop of Durham— Wolsey’s Attendance at Court — 
Embassy to Bruges— Political Objects— Anecdotes— Death 
of Pope Leo— Disappointment of Wolsey s Ambition — 
Henry and Anne Boleyn— Plans against Queen Katharine, 

We commence this section, end the year 1519. 
with an event important to the affairs of Europe 
—the death of Emperor Maximilian,, which 
took place on the ISth of January. On this oc- 
casion the Frendbi and Spanish monarchs both 
declared themselves candidates for the; imperial 
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crown ; but in this> Charles had the advantage 
of having been elected King of the Romans some 
time before. The pope, however, it has been 
stated, was not favourable to either of them ; and, 
wishing rather to see some Glerman prince, or even 
Hemy of England, himself, chosen to that high 
office, took private measures accordingly. Henry’s 
ambition was thus suddenly roused ; and he sent 
Dr. Pace into Germany to sound the electors on 
the subject : but Pace found the ground completely 
pr&4)ccupied hy the two.royal candidates already 
named, and Henry with sound: sense, and good po> 
licy, gave up his object, determining to bestow his 
assistance md influence on Francis, id preference 
to his own nephew. 

That Wolsey was the secret mainspring on this 
occasion cannot be doubted; and that Francis had 
engaged him to his interests is well known, from 
letters still extant, by which the French monarch 
appears to have offered to himii without disguise, 
and in the most direct terms, his assistance towards 
obtaining the papal throne. Francis even went so 
far as to desire Sir Thomas Boleyn to speak toWol> 
sey on the subject, promising to him that fourteen 
of his brother cwdinals, and ^ whole House of 
Ursini, then 'predominant in fx^l politics, would 
stand forward to support his deims. Francis at 
the same time hinted, m a deUiate way. to the am- 
bitious Cardinfd, that the Kings of En^pnd and 
France could not only make popes, but emperors 
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also, if they thought fit; yet guardedly insi- 
nuatiag that nothing but the great trust he put in 
the English monarch, and his friendship for that 
monarch’s favourite, Auld induce him to put the 
papal authority into the hands of an Englishman. 

During tliese negotiations the city of Tournay 
was delivered up to the French* on the 10th of 
February, agreeable to the treaty recently entered 
into; the Earl of Worcester, great chamberlain to 
the king, being the commissioner appointed in that 
business : and on this occasion Wolsey displayed 
his usual perspicuity, and strict attention to eco- 
nomy; for he previously appointed agents to sell 
off .all the royal property on the spofj especially 
all provision made of materials for the king’s 
buildings, comtistiug of stone, lime, and timber, for 
the repair and enlargement of the citadel, also the 
pruvisioiid' collected for the victualling of it. He 
further directed that all the vagabonds, or other 
idle persons, who 'had no certain ocrapation''or 
settlement, should be sent out of the town, and 
that every man should pay his debts — a measure 
of strict justibe too little attended to at that period. 

It was on the 23d of February that the French 
king signed the commission, already noticed, giving 
full jiowers to the Cardinal to act as his plenipo- 
tentiary, and to bind him by those acts, in all the 
arrangements for the meeting of the two monarchs 
at Ardres ; yet, although it had been promised and 
expected, nay in some measure acted upon, Wolsey 
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thought it becoming his humility to refuse the tic- 
ceptunce of the powers thus granted to him, until 
he should have Henry’s consent and licence for 
that purpose. The partfll monarch considering 
this as a new proof of the singular fidelity and 
obedience which Wolsey bore towards him, in- 
stantly authorised him to accept the coimuission 
thus offered ; and, as Wolsey no doubt expected 
would be the result of his political finesse, actually 
conferred upon him the si^e powers in regard to 
himself, and to the same extent as granted by the 
French king. 

The political negotiations in Germany were still 
going on : in June &e conferences of the electors 
began, and on the 28th of the month Charles V. 
was declared Emperor of Germany. 

Amidst all these political manoeuvres, Wolsey 
still contrived to keep up his interest at the court 
of Rome ; and, accordingly, we find that on the 3d 
of August (some accounts make it a year earlier) 
the bull was signed for the deprivation of Adrian 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, and for the confirma- 
tion of the Cardinal himself in the superintendence 

and emoluments of that see. 

0 

Indeed, Wolsey’s personal interest appears to 
have been very great, at this moment, with Cardinal 
Bembo, the pope’s prime minister ; and if we add 
to them Cardinal Ximenes, then minister in Spain, 
we may say that three cardinals then governed 
the world. It is true that the latter appeared to 
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interfere very little in foreign politics ; and, if we 
may judge from facts, was the least self-intereSted 
of the three : for Ximenes gave up much of his 
time and attention to moral and political ame- 
lioration of Spain ; but it must be confessed at the 
same time, tliat he had the less inducement to mix 
in European politics, as n new world was just 
opened to his ambition by the discovery and early 
settlement of the American continent and islands. 
Accunliiigly, we find his name little mentioned, 
excejjt in re;gard to Spain ; and we feel the less 
occasion to enter into a parallel between him and 
Wolsey, which some biographers have done to a 
great length, though there is more contrast than 
parallel between them. 

We have already noticed that Wolsey, though 
unwilling to admit of that species of reformation 
which struck at the very root of papal power, was 
yet so fully convinced of the necessity of reform in 
the church, as to have formed some very extensive 
plans upon that subject. Perhaps the clearest 
sketch we can give of his views in this respect 
may be found in a letter written to him by Bishop 
Fox, and which, of itself, is an unanswerable ar- 
gimient to those popish casuists who- still contend 
for the purity of their church, in practice and in 
principle. — 

“ The satisfaction and pleasure, most reverend 
father, u'ere inexpi;^6sibly great which I received 
from ymu* last letter, by which I am informed that 



AND HIS TIMES. 


m 

your Grace is determined to reform the whole body 
of the clergy, and that you have notified and pre- 
fixed the day on which you will speedily begin 
and proceed upon that work, for which 1 have 
truly no less ardently wished than did Simeon, 
mentioned in the Gospel, to see the much desired 
and expected Messiah ; and since I have m-eived 
these letters of your Lordship’s, I persuiide myself 
that I have in a manner a sensible demonstration 

A 

of a more entire and ])erfect reformation of die 
English ecclesiastical hierarchy than I ‘could ex- 
pect, or even hope to see effected, or so much as 
attempted in this age. 

“ I endeavoured, as ’twas my duty, to execute 
the same design within the compass of my own 
small jurisdiction, which your Lordship will soon 
finish in both the large provinces of this kingdom. 
For the space of three years, this important affair 
was the great end of my study, labour, and atten- 
tion, till 1 discovered, what before 1 had not ima- 
gined, that all things rating to the primitive 
simplicity of the clergy (especially of the monastic 
state) were perverted, either by indulgences or 
corruption, or else become obsolete or exploded by 
the iniquity of the times. As this, in a declining 
life, overpowered my inclination and vigilance, so 
it took from me aU hopes of ever seeing a reforma- 
tion, even in my own particular diocese ; but now 
I conceive, from your Lordship’s most acceptable 
letter, an assured hope and full expectation of 
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seeing a reformation both public and universal ; 
for 1 am fully persuaded, from many instances, 
that whatever your Lordship may, at any time, 
design or undertake, as it will be wisely concerted, 
your prudence and resolution will accomplish with- 
out difficulty or delay.” 

Fox then goes on to express his hopes that 
Wolsey’s influence with the king and pope^wd 
witli all Christian princes, will tend to the 
plishment of his object, which was to restttre 
the whole esthte of the .English clergy, and of the 
monasteries, to their primitive rules,” — ^the con- 
sequences of which he supposes will be to abate 
the calumnies of the laity, to advance the honour 
of the clergy, and so to reconcile Henry himself 
towards them, that he and the nobility will be 
more their friends. 

This was politic conduct in Fox, as affairs then 
stood ; for he weU knew the changeableness of 
Henry’s' disposition : and, although that monarch 
had just written his famous book against Luther, 
with the assistance of Fisher of Rochester, yet as 
Luther and the sturdy monarch were still engaged 
in not unfriendly correspondence, he had sense to 
see and to fear the roming storm, unless it could be 
averted by previous reformation in : the English 
church. Such appear also to have Wn the Car^ 
dinal’s sentiments. Yet Wolsey himself miut have 
been short-sighted, for heavy charge have been 
made against him in consequence of the legantine 
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court which he established this year, at West- 
minster, under ihe immediate superintendence 
of Stephen Gardiner, afterwards ^o infamous 
in Mary's reign. Lord Herbert, in his Life of 
Henry, 8{iiialra very warmly on this subject, assert- 
ing, that in respect to this court, and employing a 
judge in it, he was charged with much rapine and 
extortion ; for, making an inquiry into the life of 
every body, no offence could escape ceusure and 
punishment, unless the .parties accused bribed 
handsomely, which they generally found to cost 
them less, besides being thereby exempted from 
the shame of public exposure. Wolsey is fiurther 
accused of arrogating to himself the power of in- 
vestigating the conduct of the executors of wills ; 
he also summoned all religious or ecclesiastical 
persons before him, terrifying them with menaces 
until they made heavy compositions; until at 
length Warham, Archbishop of Canterbury, felt 
himself obliged to report the matter to the king 
himself. 

It has been said that Henry’s answer was, that 
he should not have known any thing respecting 
the affair, unless Warham had mentioned it ; to 
which he added that no man was so blind any 
where -as in his own house, “ therefore I pray you, 
go to Wolsey, and tell him if any thing be amiss, 
that he amend it.” 

Indeed, Wbls^ seems how to have been so in- 
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toxicated with power and favouritism, as to have 
gone, in many cases, far beypnd what common 
prudence would have dictated. We have already 
seen his political hypocrisy in regard to receiving 
the full powers as to the meeting at ^dres, and 
the subsequent grant of powers from Henry equal 
to those of the Frendi king ; a subject on which 
it will natiurally be supposed, he must have been 
very carefril in respect to the still humble exercise 
<>f that authority. 

Yet such is the waywardness of the human 
heart, such the blindness of ^bition, such the 
])ride of upstart authority, that we find him en- 
gaged in, and practising a most bare-faced assump- 
tion of power, even more than regal, which was 
manifested by him on tiiis very occasion of the 
proposed meeting of the Kings of England and 
France, at Ardres, afterwards called the Champ 
d’ Or. It might naturally be expected that, in such 
a case, a subject would have recommended to the 
monarchs such forms and ceremonies as he might 
judge necessary. — ^Wolsey, however, felt differ- 
ently. and seems to have avtuled himself of his 
commission to set himself above the throne ; for 
which purpose he issued a most extraordinary 
mandate, beginning, “ Thomas, Archbishop of 
Yorke, and Cardnal, &c.’* then he speaks of " Wee 
consideryng the honour, profit, &c.” — “ wee have 
made, declared, and ordeined, certein articles, ac- 
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cepted and approved, by y' same princes respect- 
ively, which thei will observe, and by thes pre- 
sentes wee make, declare, and ordein as fp^oweth.'’ 

He then lays down a plan for the proposed 
meeting; and, towards the conclusion, we hud, 
“ Item, wee, Cardinall abovesaid, by expresse au- 
thority and power to us'given, by thes presentes, 
byude the saied princes to do, fulfill, and accom- 
plishe, all and eVery the thynges abovesaied herein 
conteined.” 

But to reti^ to domestic affairs, we have to 
record that a remarkable occurrence took place this 
year in regard to the king’s , household, which is 
mentioned by the old writers as a mere matter of 
fact, without respect to party politics ; but as such 
a measure could neither have been proposed nor 
carried without the- sanction of V^olsey, we are 
naturally led to suppose that he must have been 
influenced by motives much more powerful than 
those ostensibly held out. The old .Chronicles 
state, that certain gentlemen of the privy chamber, 
who “ through the kingi^ lenity in bearing with 
their lewdnes,” forgetting themselves and their 
duty towards his Grace in being too familiar with 
him, not haying due respect to his estate and de- 
gree, were removed by order taken by the council 
to whom the king had previously granted his 
authority to use. their discretion in this case. 
The coimcU ^d .use their discretion, and replaced 
those feudal dandies by ** four s^ and ancient 
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kuights,'’ — ^besides which other changes also took 
place. 

It appears that when it was determined on to 
remove those gentlemen from about the kin^s 
person, they were ordered to appear before the 
Cardinal and council, that they might in a more 
formal and exemplary mdnner receive the sentence 
of their disgrace, whidi Fiddes gives in the fol- 
lowing form , — “ that having taken upon them, as 
had been paitlicly reported, to govern the king 
after their appetite, which was not honourable, 
they should therefore come no* more to court.” 

Whilst thus preserving order and decorum in 
the royal household, Wolsey appears to have been 
no less careful in regard to his own ; the f^me of 
which was such, for splendohr, knowledge of the 
world and manners, and all the requisites for a 
courtly career, that it was in this year, as stated by 
Groves, that he was induced to receive into his fo- 
mily several noblemen’s and gentlemen’s sons, who 
were placed there, as in a sort of university, for their 
better education and improvement in all politeness. 

This also was the year in which he took into 
his service George Cavendish of Olems&f ^ in 
Suffolk, Esq. who is now generally believed to 
have been the real author of that biographical 
MS. commonly known as Cavendish’s memoir, and 
fonnerly attributed to one bf-the direct ancestors 
of the Devonshire family. 

The good fruits of this order and deconim were 
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soon evident ; for Erasmus, in one of his epistles, 
says that the court was replenished with a greater 
number of learned men than any university : and 
again he asks, where is the sdidol, or monastery, 
that hath at any time produced so great a number 
of men, eminent for their probity and learning, as 
the present court of Englmid? Indeed, he fiu’ther 
remarks that the English nation was, at that time, 
noted abroad for the .learning and learned men 
wherewith it was replenished ; as was the council 
also ; and the king himself, renowned not only for 
accomplishment, but for his sharp wit and 
parts likewise ; which, he adds, must be attributed 
chiefly to the Cardinal’s influence, and eucoiuragc- 
ment, and furtherance of good studies. 

This eminent Dutth reformer states, in another 
place, that the Cardinal of York. had then settled 
every thing in the republic of letters on a better 
footing than had ever been the case before, thereby 
encouraging all persons, by his lil>erality, to 1 h‘ 
studious ; evidently alluding to his foundation of 
six lectures at Oxford, soon after followed by a 
seventh; but the dates of which appear, from 
various contending accounts, to be still uncertain. 
These lectures were founded entirely at his own 
e}ipense, for the piupose of being given in the col- 
lege which he intended to erect in that university; 
until which expected period they were read in the 
hall of Corpus Christi Collt^. The lecture on 
theology was read by Dr. Brynknell, who rose 
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aftmi^ards into such high favour, that he was 
spedajly appointed by the king to write against 
Luther, and this lecture was certainly established 
in or about 1519 ; after whidh came a philoso- 
phical lecture, of which we know nothing, but 
that the first lecturer, his name unknouna, was 
described \fy the university, in nletter to the Car- 
dinal, as " a professor who has highly merited of 
all our young students in philosophy;” stating, at 
the same time, that they should be the most un- 
grateful men, were they to suffer him to wait 
upon his lordship without lett^ of recommenda- 
tion from that learned body. The lectures on 
rhetoric and humanity were also opened this year, , 
1519 ; the others will be noticed agreeable to the 
most accurate account of thdu dates. 

Notwithstanding so much of Wolse3r’s attention 
must have been occupied hy these literary arrange- 
ments, political hostility was at work even ii\ his 
mind, especially in regard to the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, if we arc to give credit^ to niunerous 
writers, although the Cttrdinal’s name appears not 
in the official or judicial proceedings. 

On this subject there has been mufch misrepre- 
sentation, and accoimts differ \ndely; but the most 

t -4 

generally received opinion is, that Wolsey had long 
felt a secret animosity against Buckingham, from 
circumstances trivial in thmnselves, but highly of- 
fensive to his pride and vanity. ^ The story is, that 
the Duke of Buckingham once holding the basin 
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to the king, agreeable to courtly etiquette, the king 
had no sooner done than the Cardinal dipped his 
hands into the basin, vrhich so incensed the duke, 
that he threw some of the watei’ into the intnider’s 
shoes. Wolsey threatened for this that he would 
sit uiron his skirts ; and the duke, in order to let 
the king know it without a formal complaint,’ went 
to court the next day hi rich apparel, but without 
skii*ts to his doublet. This the king noticed, when 
the duke informed him it U'as to prevent Wolsey 
sitting upon his skirts. From this affair much 
political evil, it is said, proceeded ; and many went 
soiar as to assai; that Wolsey actually suborned 
Charles Knevet, who stood forwai’d to accuse 
Buckingham of a determination to take the king’s 
life, in consequence of a vain prophecy that he 
himself should be king. 

Wolsey is acensed of having laid this affair be- 
fore his majesty with great aggravations, which 
led to his arrest and trial, when he was condemned 
by the House of Peers, and suffered decapitation 
on Tower-hill, as we shall notice more at length. 

The year 1520 opened with fresh negotiations 
for the proposed meeting at Ardres, and on the 
10th of January, the Cardinal was favoured with 
a new commission from Francis to treat with even 
more ample powers, as his procarotor, actor, com- 
missary, and deputy * ; which he is again stated 

* The discrepancy of dates, and the unavoidalde .niacbro- 
nisins, as stated in the preface, arising from the «lifroicnt 

I* 
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to have refused, until induced by circumstances 
similar to those on a former occasion. But even 
under these circumstances of royal favour, Wolsey 
must have been acting a double part, since we 
find, in Rymer a grant from Charles, dated at 
Compostella, of a pension of 5000 ducats. This 
appears to have been a promise, under the great 
seal of Spain, that Charles would engage the 
pope to grant to him the administration of the 
bishopric of Badajoz, in Castile, with a pension to 
that amount; to which he also added another 
pension of 2000 ducats, out of the bishopric of 
Placentia. These grants were during life l but 
when Charles had less occasion for Wolsey^jn- 
fluence, they were for years suffered to fall into 
arrear. 

At present, however, his imperial majesty was 
anxious to counteract the good, uuderstandipg ap- 


modes of chronological calculation in use amongst the early 
biographers and historians^ have probably led us into error in 
regard to this new eommission. Later biographers^ who ap- 
pear not to have sufficiently adverted to the different modes 
of calculation^ also state« with regard to this commission, that 
Wolsey objected to receive it, until persuaded to accept it by 
Henry, who ga\e him one as ample , while some authors de- 
scribe this interchange of full powers, as W6 sWl have occa- 
sion to notice, as having taken place in the eaxjly days of the 
meeting itself. It is difficult to determine amongst so many 
authorities, but we suspect that no more than one commission 
of this kind, by each monarch, was eVer granted. 

* Rymer, Feed. xiii. 715. 
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parent between the Frenf:h and English mouarchs, 
and, therefore, determined on paying, a personal 
visit to his uncle ; but this, if a permitted visit, 
would have been the breach of a previous agree- 
ment, that neither Henry nor Francis should have 
an interview with the young em}>eror, or wnperor 
elect, as he was at that precise period, until after 
their own proposed meeting. No sooner, there- 
fore,. did the Frendi king hear of Cherles’s in- 
tended visit, than he commissioned his ambas- 
sadors at the English court to remonstrate against 
it ; and so clearly,%ideed, was the point in his 
favour, that Wolsey was obliged descend to the 
subterfuge of putting the question hypothetically, 
supposing it possible that the emperor, in his 
voyage from Spain to Flanders, might be driven 
into some English port by stress of weather ! 

Some kind of pledge, however, was given that 
Charles’s visit, were it to take place, shduld be 
merely a visit to liis unde and aunt in a family 
way ; but that the king and the emperor would 
put off all political discussidn until after the 
meeting at Ardres, when Henry proposed to have 
tm imperial interview between Calais and Grave- 
lines. 

That Henry was anxious to see Charles in 
England, notwithstanding these negotiations, is 
evident from the fact of his wishing to postpone 
the meeting at Ardrra, lest Charles should not 

p 2 
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arrive previoius to it ; tjje month of May being 
nearly over, and the interview at Ardres appoiute«l 
for the last day of the month. The buildings at 
Ardres were then in a course of preparation mider 
English architects ; and though there is no evi- 
dence of theii* being directed to work slowly, yet 
Henry, and Wolsey too, for he had his reasons for 
it, endeavoured to make the unfinished state of the 
works an_ excuse for a short postponement. B t 
Francis would only consent to a postponement Oi. 
three or four days, urging that his queen was then 
in the family way, and would^ unable to attend 
the meeting we^je it not to take place immediately; 
the delay was accepted by Henry, and as afiaii’s 
turned out, was sufficient for his imrpbscs, the 
emperor aiTiving within the specified time, but 
not before the departure of the coint from (ireen- 
wich : for the time now approaching rapidly for 
the meeting, Henry and Katharine, with tlieir 
whole retinue, set off from Greenwich on the 2l8t 
of May, and arrived at Canterbury on the 25th, 
where they intended to keep the feast of Pente- 
cost ; and where they received intelligence of the 
probable speedy arrival of the emperor elect. Heuiy 
instantly sent officers and orders to Dover for his 
reception in all state and ceremony ; and Wolsey 
set off, on the same errand, with all possible haste. 
In fact, the emperor was off Hyth^^ at noon on 
the 26th ; but the want of windf^iged him to * 
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proceed to Dover in a boat that evening, and on 
his way he was met by the Cardinal, who received 
him with all due reverence. 

Wolsey having lodged his imperial guest in the 
castle at Dover, information was sent to the king, 
who instantly rode over to that place to greet his- 
royal relative. The two princes then rode together 
to Canterbury, w'here every attention was paid to 
tlie einiieror, and his noble train of lords and 
ladies : but his stay was very short, as he sailed 
from Sandwich on the last day of May, on which 
day aLso Henry sailed from Dover for the intended 
meeting with the King of France. 

It is generally believed, that during the short 
interview of Charles and Wolsey, they mutually 
endeavoiu’ed to secure each other, deceiving and 
deceived; the ambitious Cardinal engaging to keep 
the French, politics in check, and the erapei-pr pro- 
mising to him his interest for the ascent of the 
papal throne ! 

It is also stated, as a courtly anecdote, that ^ 
when Charles joined his illustrious relatives, and 
first saw the Princess Mary, then Queen Dowager 
of France, and lost to him by her recent union 
with Suffolk, he could not but remember that she 
had once been his own betrothed wife ;'and seeing 
her now still so young and so Id^ely — ^the loveliest 
woman, in fact, then at the English court — ^he was 
so much struck with her appearance, that he could 
not conceal his emotions. 
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On the subject of this visit, our Avonian bard 
seems to have adhered strictly to the political re- 
ports of the time, making Buckingham thus ad- 
dress the Duke of Norfolk : 

— — " ■ Cbjirles the emperor^ 

, Under pretence to see the queen his auut> 

(For 'twas^ indeed^ his colour; but he caine 
To whisper Wolscy)^ here makes visitation : 

His fears were^ that the interview betwixt 
Fngiand and France might> through their amity> 

Breed him some prejudice; for from this league 
Peep’d harms that menaced him : he privily 
Deals with oiir Cardinal ; and as I trow— 

Which I do well j for, I am sure, the emperor 
Paid ere he promis’d; whereby his suit Was granted^ 

Ere it was ask’d; — but when the way was made. 

And paved with gold, the emperor thus desired; — 

That he would pleas^e to alter the king’s course. 

And break the foresaid peace. Let the king know 
(Ab soon he^shiUl by me) that thus the Cardinal 
Does buy and sell his honour as he pleases. 

And for his own advantage.” 

We have stated the departure of the English 
court for France, and have to add that Wolsey 
accompanied it ; but, except in a political point of 
view, it could have afforded him very little satis- 
faction, since the whole time was tak^n up in feats 
of arms, and in chivalrous display. In one or two 
iiistanees, however, Wolsey had opportunities of 
exhibiting his pomp and state, particularly on 
Henry's arrival at Gujmes, which was to be his 
head-quarters, from whence the Cardinal, as the 
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king’s high aiphassador, rode with an immense 
train of nobility, gentry, and bishops, to Ardres, 
then the residence of the French court. This he 
performed with such magnificence, that iJie French- 
men actually wrote books upon the subject, de- 
scribing the number of his attendants, all clad in 
crimson velvet, and ornamented with chains of 
gold ; then followed notices of his great horses, 
mules, co\irsers, and carriages, laden with sump- 
ters and coffers ; also his great crosses and pillars 
borne before him ; his pillow here with its em- 
broidered case; his two mantles displayed; and 
the immense train of servants, yeomen, grooms, 
&c. all clothed in scarlet. In short, his own per- 
sonal state seems to have rivalled, if not excelled, 
the royal paraphernalia of the two potent mon- 
archs. 

At Ardres Wolsey stopped a couple of days, 
entertained by the king and court with honours 
and attentions that might have turned a head of 
less vanity than the Cardinal’s, especially when 
we take also into the account the high powers 
with which he was entrusted by his own sove- 
reigp, enduing him with “full strength, power, 
and authoritie, to affirme and confirme, bynd and 
unbynde, whatsoever should be in question be- 
twene hym and the French kyng, as though the 
kyng in proper person had,been there presently.” 

It is said that when Wolsey opened these powers 
to the French council, they were astonished at 
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at their extent, and instantly stated them to their 
sovereign, who Avas so pleased with the Cardinal, 
and with the confidence reposed in him by Henry, 
that he directed equal powers to be granted to 
him, M'hich was done under the affirmation of the 
French council ; but Wol^y hesitated to receive 
the patent without Henry’s approval, and, accord- 
ingly, it was ti'ansmitted to that monarch, who 
not only sent it back to Wolsey with full confirm- 
ation, but also considered it as a high mark of 
friendship towards himself. We suspect, however, 
that this is merely a second version, wrong in 
point of time, of an affair already recorded. 

It was on Thursday the 7th of June that the 
personal interview of the two sovereigns took 
place, with a degree of sx>leudour till then unpa- 
*i'allcled, whence it was generally known by the 
appellation of “ Le Champ d’Or,” or the Field of 
Cold — a splendom* which, no doubt, was indebted 
to Wolsey for much of its brilliancy. 

This interview was followed by high scenes of 
chivalry for several days after, during which Wol- 
sey, being a churclunan, was of course in eclipse, 
unless he assisted with his learning and ingenuity 
the courtly punsters of the day, whose wits seem 
to have been almost Avom out before the close of 
the ceremonies, if we may judge from a very far- 
fetclied emblematical representation, or hierogly- 
phic, of the woi’ds in the prayer, “ Libera me for 
the French king, on one occasion, exhibited liim- 
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self in a dress of purple velvet, embroidered with 
little books in white satin, on each of which was 
■written “ a me,” to which “ Liber,” a book, being 
prefixed, produced tlie pun “ Libera me T 

Yet, if Wolsey could not apiiear in the field, he 
was at least master of the revels in the chamber ; 
and there he failed not to fulfil the confidence re- 
posed in him, particularly on Saturday the 1 7th of 
Jime, yp^hen Queen Katharine received the French 
king to dinner, that monarch, as Hall records in his 
Chronicle, being ** right honom’ably served in all 
tilings nedefuli; for forestes, parkes, folde, salt 
seas, rivers, moates, and pondes, were serched 
and sought through countreys for the delicacie of 
viandes : well was that man rewarded that could 
bring any thing of liking or pleasure.” The feast 
over, Wolsey, accompanied by the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and other great lords of the court, con- 
ducted the French monarch back to his residence 
at Ardres; in their way to which, in the vale, 
they were met by Henry with a large company of 
masquers, a scene which aiforded much amuse- 
ment to the two joyous sovereigns. 

After a long series of joustings and touma-’ 
ments, the Cardinal was admitted to exhibit him- 
self in the exercise of his high ecclesiastical office ; 
for which purpose, as Hall tells us, oii the night ‘ 
of Frirfay the 22d of June, “ was in the campe 
rered a large frame of tymber worke for a chapell 
place, whiche was tyled with riche clothes em- 
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broidered, wherein was made a stage of two de- 
gi^s, with the t^ayre and cloth of state for the 
L^rde Cardynall, the altar apparelled with all 
jilelles myssel of great riches; the same chapell 
thu^ finished the xxiii day of June, being Satter- 
dt^j houre convenient, the said Lorde Cardynall 
sang an high and solempne masse by note before 
the two kynges and queenes. The same* done, 
indulgence was given to all hearers.” Hall pro- 
ceeds to observe, that of “ this masse, in Flaunders 
arose much communicacion, and so much that the 
common voyce went, how the n kynges were 
swome together on the sacrament, which was con- 
trary; for the masse was for none other entent 
then to geve indulgence to the kynges.” 

After mass a sumptuous dinner took place; 
then, on the ensuing day, the two kings went to 
each oUier’s residence, where they were severally 
received by the queen and ladies of each court ; 
and, on their return, each to his palace, tliey met 
on tlie field of tournament, where their final inter- 
view took place, and they parted. ITiis was on 
Midsummer day, Sunday the 24th of June ; and 
'the TOurtly ceremonies thus ended, we can only 
speak of them in the words of Hall, that “ duryng 
this triumph so much people of Picardie and West 
Flandei's drew to Guysnes to se y* Kyng of Eng- 
land and his honor, to whom vitailes of tfie court 
were in plentie, the conduicte of the gate raime 
wyne alwaies, there were vacaboundes, pknymen, 
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laborers, and of the bragery, waggoners and beg- 
gers, that for drunkenness lay in routes and 
heapes, so great resort thether came, that both 
knightes and ladies that wer come to see the no- 
blenes war faihe to lye in haye and strawe, and 
held theim therof highly pleased.” 

On Monday the 25 th of June, Henry and Ka- 
tharine, followed by the Cardinal and all their 
court, removed from Guysnes to Calais, where it 
was intended to stop some days, for the purpose 
of an interview with the empferor ; and, in the 
mean time, his majesty reflecting on the heavy 
expenses to \v!fcdch the nobility in his train had 
been exposed, by the state and magnificence which 
they were obliged to keep up, and considering that 
their lai^ suites of gentlemen and servants were 
now, in a -great measure, unnecessary, he autho- 
rised Wolsey to call all the nobles and gentlemen 
together, to whom the Cardinal expressed the 
high sense which the king had of their services, 
and, at the same time, gave them license to send 
home half the number of their attendants. This, 
no doubt, would have been as well received, as it 
was well intended ; but Wolsey happening to bid 
them, “ after their long charges to live warely,” 
mu(di ofience was taken, for “ this term warely 
was amongst the moste part taken for barely, at 
which saying the gentlemen sore disdained.” 

It is not impossible too, that this feeling of of- 
fence may have been much heightened by a strong 
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suspicion on the part of the most accurate ob- 
servers amongst them, that ^ this pomp and 
magnificence on the part of the king was actually 
part of Wolsey’s policy to impoverish the nobles 
and higher orders of gentry, by a lavish expendi- 
ture upon court ceremonies. If it really was so, 
it was but a continuation of the policy of the pre- 
ceding monai’ch — a policy too tliat was strictly 
adhered to by Elizabeth during the whole of her 
reign. 

It was not until the 10th of July that the em- 
|R.*ror was so far advanced on his journey to the 
plat“e of meeting, as to make it necessary for Henry 
to move ; but on that day he set off for Grave- 
lines, accompanied by Wolsey and a numerous 
train of nobles and gentry, where he was joined 
by the emperor, and received in the most costly 
and courteous manner. 

How far Wolsey was now acting upon a secret 
and selfish policy, it is difficult to say ; but it ap- 
peal’s that the interview itself, when knoAvn at 
the French court, gave great offence; and Hall 
expressly says, that after it Englishmen were in 
France disdainal, and in their suits there greatly 
defeiTed and had little right, and much less favour, 
so from day to day still more and more began 
heart-bui’ning,’ and in conclusion open war did 
arise between the two reahns. 

After a variety of courtly ceremonies, maskings, 
revellings, &c. the two mouarchs parted ; and, in 
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the month of August, Wolsey accompanied the 
king on his retxmi to England. 

Though show and chivahy were the ostensible 
piurposes of the meeting at Ardres, yet advantage 
was' taken of it by Wolsey to arrange several 
political matters of great import to the various 
European states. In all foreign countries his con- 
duct was much applauded; the Venetian senate, 
in particular, sending him a letter congratulating 
him on the friendly interview of the two mon- 
archs, and calling it 'a work of his consummate 
wisdom, besides frequently using the phrases, 
“ yoOT most reverend power,” and “ other part of 
his majesty.” 

The pope also manifested his approbation, but 
in a more pointed manner ; for as early as the 
29 th of July, he not only confirmed to him the pen- 
sion of "2000 ducats upon the bishopric of Pla- 
centia, but also constituted him perpetual admi- 
nistrator of tj^e see of Badajos, which he was to 
possess, notwithstanding any other grants might 
be made to him : these good things, however, had 
already been given to Wolsey by Charles, yet the 
bull calls them a papal grant. 

But it appears that these foreign honours, and 
foreign politics, did not prevent Wolsey from 
paying due'attention to affairs at home ; for even 
in this year of business he found tune to cause an 
account to be taken of all the parish^ in England, 
which, by his book, called thd Book of Thomas 
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Wolsey, Cardinal, are stated to amount to 9407, 
.or rather such was the number of churches. In 
Dr. Gibson’s time, indeed, there were hut 9282 ; a 
difference not easily to be accounted ;for at the 
present day. 

We are told also, that he continued to execute 
lus high office of chancellor with such care and 
assidui^, that bills of complaint were preferred to 
him in such numbers, that it was totally impos- 
sible for him to pay them the due and necessary 
attention. To obviate this, in some degree, he 
procm-ed a commission from the king, by which 
he was empowered to apxwint delegates to hear 
causes, and to receive complaints, in his absence ; 
but these commissioners did not answer the pur- 
pose for which they were appointed, so that the 
people, not meeting with that speedy distribution 
of justice which they expected, withdrew their 
complaints from the Court of Chaucery, and ap- 
plied themselves -to the common lavf. 

He was also very attentive to the commercial 
concerns of the kingdom at this period, especially 
of his own archiepiscopal see ; which was mani- 
fested by a letter from the corporation of that city, 
in which they thank him for many past favours, 
and request his interest to procure for them the 
king’s letters patent for the shipping of wool, fell, 
and lead, without any hinderance on the part of 
the ports of London and Newcastle; a favour 
which he did not fail to ensure to them, thereby 
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arquiring great ^)opularity in York and its iinme* 
diate neighboiirhood. 

Considerable clamour was, nevertheless, excited 
against him by the Impoverished nobility and 
gentry, who had been tempted not only to spend 
all their money, but also to run considerably into 
debt, for their charges in the late royal interview; 
and it has been said that the Duke of Buckingham 
added much to Wolsey’s ill-will against him, by 
his’ loud and frequent declamation against that 
expedition, censuring him as the contriver and 
adviser of it, for his own political objects and for 
sinister purposes. To this opinion Shakespeare 
evidently leaned, when, in his Henry VIII., he 
makes Buckingham exclaim : 

" Why the devil. 

Upon this French going out, took he upon him. 
Without the privity o’ the king, to appoint 
Who should attend on him ? He makes up the file 
Of all the gentry: for the most part such 
Too, whom as great a charge as little honour 
He meant to lay upon: and his own letter. 

Hie honourable board of council out. 

Must feteh him in the papers.” 

To which Abergavenny, his son-in-law, adds : 

" I do know. 

Kinsmen of mine, three at the least, that have 
By this so sicken’d their estates, that never 
They shall abound as formerly. 

JBuci. O, many 

Have broke their backs with laying manors on them 
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For this great journey. What did this vanity 
But nunister communication of 
A most poor issue ?” 

But, in the midst of this contumely, the Car- 
dinal did not forget his desire to encourage the 
dispensation of knowledge; and towards the close 
of the year, he was very active in completing the 
establishment of the Oxford lectures; for then 
commenced the lecture on medicine, by Thomas 
Mtisgrave, M.A., as generally surmised, though 
there is no positive record of its existence previous 
to 1522. The mathematical lectwe also com- 
menced under Nicholas Crutcher, or, perhaps, 
Kreiitzer, he being a native of Holland, of whom 
it was said, “ He is a person of so great probity 
and goodness, that he deserves a better fortune 
than iff common to mathematicians ; and so great 
a master of his art, that he merits to be called so 
by way of eminence and pticuliar distinction.” To 
these we may add the Greek lecture ; a matter of 
considerable importance, when we reflect on the 
extraordinary prejudices existing against that lan- 
guage, especially at Cambridge; nay, to such a 
pitch was it carried, even at Oxford, that a party 
was fonned who called themselves as- 
siuning the names of the Trojan heroes, insulting 
Avith threats and menaces those who studied Greek, 
and in various instances actually committing per- 
sonal assaults, in addition to opprobrious lan- 
guage. 
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The probahUity is, that ihe priests, fearing the 
spread of Luther's doctrines'* amongst an enlight- 
ened people were anxious to keep, riie Greek Tes- 
tament out of the hands of those who might thus 
find out the errors and mis-statements of their 
own version ; but Wolsey feared Luther also, and 
yet, whilst active against him, was active in the 
encouragement of Greek studies. Indeed, in the 
course of this and the following jcear, and evidently 
with a willing mind, he paid strict obedience to 
the papal bull; in dedaring all Luther’s books for- 
bidden to the faithful, and in seizing them where- 
ever infonnatiou,,of their existence could be pro- 
cured. 

In the midst of this political and ecclesiastical 
bustle, however, the Cardinal was not neglectful 
of domestic comfort; but continued his erection 
of Hampton Court, .already finished in part, and 
where he sometimes'jretired from the weighty af- 
fairs pf state, to reflect in silence fead solitude, or 
ta solace himself with lighter cares than those of 
a public life. 

The year 1 opened with the unhappy trial 
and execu^tion of Edward Stafford, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, certainly of the blood royal,l>ut most cer- 
tainly BjOjt ipssee^^ any very near chance of suo 
cession to ^ unless the salique law had 

been the law of England ; but which would also, 
of itself, have been a bar to his claims, since they 
could only have arisen from his descent from Anne 
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Plantagenet, daughtw of Thomas of Woodstock, 
one of the sons of Edward III. It was therefore 
absurd to suppose, as he was dharged, that he 
could have thought for a moment of* causing the 
death of Heniy for his own advancement, with- 
out also intending the murder of his sisters, a 
charge not attempted to be brought against him. 

The ^hole of the charges were indeed so futile, 
and evidently on the oaths of suborned witnesses, 
that the whole has been thrown upon Wolsey, as 
arising from his own personal quarrel with that 
nobleman. This, if true, would affix an indelible 
stain upon the Cardinal’s memory ; but, if true, 
he must have exercised a most extraordinary de- 
g]'ee of caution, since throughout the strict histo- 
rical details of the trial and sentence, the name of 
Wolsey is not even to be met with. Yet, in the 
time of Elizabeth, this certainly was the general 
opinion, or else Shfikspeftre would not have ven- 
tured on what might otherwise have been in- 
stantly contradicted. The first speedh of Bucking- 
ham, on his arrest, shows suspicion of foul play — 

*' Serg^. Sir, 

My lord tbe duke of Buckingham, and earl 
Of Hereford, Stafford, and Northampton, I 
Arrest thee of high treason, i»J;he name 
Of our most sovereign Mug. 

Buck. Lo you, my lord. 

The net has fell’n upon me ; I shall perish 
Under device and practice.” 
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Again, when told that Hopkins, now a creature 
of the Cardinal’s, and once employed by himself 
as his surveyor, is one of. the witnesses, he ex- 
claims — 

My surveyor Is false ; the o’er'-great Cardinal 
Hath show’d him gold : my life is spann'd already : 

1 am the shadow of poor Buckingham ; 

Whose figure even this instant cloud puts on^ 

By dark'ning my clear sttn. My lord, farewell.” 

And the trial scene speaks quite as plainly, when 
Wolsey thus addresses the surveyor (though in 
point of real fact,' it does not appear that he was 
even present at the trial) : 

WoU Stand forth $ and with bold spirit relate what you. 
Most like a careful subject, have collected 
Out of the duke of Buckingham. 

K, Hen. Speak freely. 

Surv. First, it was usual with him, every day. 

It would infect his speech^ That if the king 
Should without issue die, he’d‘'i5hrry it so. 

To make the sceptre his ; These very words 
I have heard him utter to his son-in-law. 

Lord Aberga’ny ; to whom by oath he menaced 
Revenge upon the cardinal. 

WoL Please your highness, note 

This dangerous conception in this point. 

Not friended by his wish, to your high person 
His will is malignant; aijd it stretches 
Beyond you, to your friends. 

Q. Kaih. My learn'd lord Cardinal, 

Deliver all with charity.” 

But we shall quit this uncertaiu subject, and 

Q 2 
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proceed to other points ; amongst which we may 
first notice that, such was the influence that 
Wolsey now possessed at the court of Rome, that 
he not only obtained a new bull from Leo X. 
prolonging his legateship for two years*, but 
also another, empowering him to make fifty 
knights, fifty coimts palatine, the same number 
of chaplains, and of accolites (officers cqnfined to i 
the catholic diurch, who, under the subdean, per- I 
form some ecclesiastical services to the priests and 
deacons), and also forty notaries a|^tolic, who/ 
should have the same privileges as those made byr 
the iwpe, and y^ch were indeed very extensive^ 
for their pijwer extended to legitimate bastardy, 
to give degrees in arts, in law, medicine, and cn- 
vinity, and to grant all species of dispensations!. 
Had such a bull, with its notarial power, been put 
in force, it could not have failed to have been very^ 
lucrative to the Cardinal ; but we ha^'e no record 
of its exercise, in England, at least. His for-' 
bearance, on this occasion, no doubt arose ’from 
an inward conviction,^ that public opinion had 
already gained too much influence in England to 
admit of the exercise of so much power beyond 
the law ; Wolsey, however, was less scrupulous 
when, on the 15 th of May, he received another 
bull from Leo, granting to*him full powers to 
relate the incipient Lutheranism which was 


* Rpner Foed. xiii. 739. 
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spreading rapfauy amongst tne laity, for he in< 
stantly issued a legantine mandate* to all the 
bishops, d^recth^g them to take speedy and ef- 
fectued measures for ^ling in and ^tCsti^ying all 
books or MSS. containing the errors of Luther ; 
accompanied with orders for processes against all 
the professors and favourers of such books,heresie8, 
&c. &c. Yet such was, and we fear still is, the 
duplicity of ^ese ministers of the Romish church, 
that the' pope and the conclave, a very few weeks 
afterwards, did not hesitate to send another bull 
to the Cardinal, au^risiug him to grant licenses 
to such as he thought proper to read the works 
of “ that pestileptial heretic,” Martin Luther, 
especially to those' who desired to read them with 
a design to write against them ! 

It is not our wish, to render this biography a 
controversial essay, eithe^nn religion or politics-— 
but still, to apply the experience of past times 
io the present, we may ask, what is this but the 
old system of indulgence, >for venial sins to be 
committed in the body, now applied to moral per* 
ceptions, and supposed mental error ? What is 
the plain Rnglish pf it but to say v— “pay for it; 
and you may do what you please and think what 
you ple^ : but if yob pay not, then iBre and fag- 
got in this world, and^iire and brimstone in the 
next, shall be your portion !” 

* See Wilkinb’ Concilia, iiL p. 690 ; also Stiype’s Eccle- 
siastic Mem, i. p. 36. 
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From these occurfences we see that, whatever 
friendship he possessed for the reformers person- 
ally, or whatever might have been Wolsey’s sen- 
timents in regard^ to a partial reformation of the 
church, he was not disposed to go the lengths 
which Martin Luther had already done; and 
therefore it is not surprising that he hesitated 
not thus to enforce the papal sentence against 
that reformer, which was publicly proclaimed at 
St. Paul’s Cross, on the 12th May, 1321, when 
the Cardinal himself, attended by nearly all the 
bishops and mitred abbots of the kingdom, went 
in procession to the cathedral of the metropolis, 
and where he was received with the highe^ 
ecclesiastical honours*: a proceeding evidently 
antecedent to the bull already mentioned, if dates 
are correct. 

Having been incensed, or more properly censed, 
on his arrival at the church, he proceeded to the 
high altar under a canopy of cloth of gold borne 
by four bishops ; and, having made his oblation, 
went from thence to St. Paul’s Crbss, where a 
scaffold had been previously erected. There he 
took his station under' his ploth of estate, with his 
two crosses as ukial^ and his feet resting on a 
bench on which sate the papal ambassador on the 
right, with the Archbishop of Canterbury next to 
him, and on his left the Imperial ambassador, 


* Brit. Mus. Cott Coll. Vit. B, iv 
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next to whom was tlie Bishop o/ Durham ; whilst 
all the prelates and abbots sat on two forms. 

Fisher, then Bishop of Roches^r, was appointed 
to preach the sermon on this occasion, which he 
is stated to have done “ by the consent of the 
whole clergy of England, by commandment of the 
pope, against one Martin Eleutherius, and all his 
works ; because he erred sore, and spake against 
the holy faith; .and denounced them acciursed 
which kept any of his books.” 

To enforce this discourse, and “suit the action 
to the word,” many, copies of Luther’s works, as 
then published, were burnt in the churchyard, 

K . 

even during the sermon ; and, when the ceremony 
was over, the Cardinal invited the whole of the 
mitred clergy to dine with him at his palace at 
Westminster. 

In the preceding, statement, the “ Bishop of 
Durham” is said to have sat next to the Imperial 
ambassador ; yet from some dates, Wolsey himself 
must have been the mitr^ possessor of that epis- 
copal palatinate : since it is recorded in the Hi- 
story of Durham that on the 11th of March, 1521, 
Wolsey being ih£n Bishop, he was eager to exer- 
cise every right or claim resembling those which 
appertain, to 'royalty; and accordingly, on that 
day, a patent was made out for supplying the 
mint .there with ^ coinipg-irons from the Tower ; 
but for pennies only. It is probable, however, 
that the date in the Durham record was according 
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to the not unusual method of ending the year at 
Lady-day; so that it really was the 11th of 
March, 15*3 ; a. drcumstance which illustrates 
the chronological difficulties hinted at in the pre- 
face. Without wasting farther tkne on a subject 
not of a very high importance, we may notice, 
that a curious anecdote has been related of 
Wolsey and Ruthall, Bishop of Durham, whom 
he succeeded in that see. Ruthall was conse- 
crated in 1508, and in the course of a d^eu years 
had accumulated sudi wealth, that he was reputed 
the richest subject in the realm. Having been 
often employed by Henry on diplomatic concerns, 
that monarch thought proper to give him a com- 
mission to draw up an account of the revenues 
of the ci'own, whidi he performed with his usuffi 
ability and accuracy ; and, immediately afterwards, 
he drew up an account of his own estates and those 
of the bishopric. These accounts were bound in 
vellum, in separate volumes, but so like each 
other, that they could not be readily distinguished 
by their outsides; and in that state they were 
placed together on a shelf in his library. Some- 
time in 1521 *, Wolsey, being on a visitation in 
the north, was directed by the kmg to procure 
the account which he had ordered ;* and the Car- 
dinal having done so on his arrival at Durham, 
, the bishop commanded one of his servants to 

* This authentic date verifies the chronological correctioii 
iu a preceding page. 
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bring bim the book bound in vellum; but the 
servant brought the wrong one, which Ruthall 
inadvertently, and without examinatien, delivered 
to Wolsey for the king. From this bftok it ap- 
peared that the good bishop was actually' worth 
£100,000 ; but no sooner did he discover his mis- 
take, which was not until his arrival in London 
some months afterwards, than he felt such terror 
for his property, perhaps for his life, that he fell 
sick and died of despair, in 1532 . This made an 
episcopal vacancy, the value of which Wolsey was 
now too well acquainted with to let it slip through 
his fingers ; so that he was immediately appointed 
his successor : but the only public action recorded 
of him, during the seven years that he held the 
see, was his rebuilding one third of the Tyne- 
bridge, on the southern side. This rapid accu- 
mulation oi^ wealth by a bishop was not in ac- 
cordance with the professed poverty of the clergy, 
who, as expressed in a letter from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to Wolsey, should they be obliged 
to pay the demand then made on them by the 
kit^ and Cardinal, must thereafter live in con- 
tinual poverty, and many of them, imable longer 
to support their aged parents, be .forced to tmn 
them out 'to beggary. He further states this 
curious fact, that the clerical claim was, that the 
goods of the church were the' goods of the poor. 

Bonum pauperum, et' non regum neque no- 

bilium.” 

But if the secular clergy were poor, the en- 
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(lowed monasteries, as the Cardinal well knew, 
were rich enough to excite bo^ his and Henry’s 
cupidity ; and, on pretence of appropriating their 
wealth to scholastic and other useful purposes, 
they failed not to take example from the Bishop 
of Rochester, who first set it to them, by advising 
the dissolution of the monastery of Bromhall, for 
the support of St. John’s College, Oxford. 

Wolsey was, at this period, a constant attendant 
at co\irt, whenever the duties of his high offices 
would permit him. On Sundays, in particular, 
he always went to Greenwich with all the pomp 
of his usual mode of travelling, though going by 
water. His custom was to take his own barge at 
York-stalrs with his gentlemen and yeomen stand- 
ing round him, whence he proceeded, to Three 
Crane-stairs ; and, landing there, to ride through 
'Thames-street to Billingsgate, precede^ by all his 
ecclesiastical and chancery paraphernalia. It is 
curious to notice this part of his plan, which was 
evidently to avoid passing through London-bridge ; 
and from thence we may perhaps infer that its 
fall, even then, was considered dangerous. 

At Billing^ate he again embarked, and on lus 
landing at Greenwich was- receive4 by the su- 
perior officers of the royal household, ^d carried 
up to the palace as it were in triuippl;^. On those 
occasions, when so mudi pomp and so many at- 
tendants were displayed, he alwap returned to 
town in the evening, and with •similar form and 
ceremony. 
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In this strict attention to etiquette, the Car- 
dinal had two, perhaps three, objects in view — ^to 
preserve his personal influence with the king ; to 
impress a high sense of his dignity upon the 
people ; aud to gratify his own ambition and love 
of show. 

Notwithstanding Wolsey’s activity in state af- 
fairs at home, and the pleasure which the king 
enjoyed in his society at court, or at some of the 
Cardinal’s own residences, where his majesty was 
a frequent visitor, yet his diplomatic exertions 
abroad were often found necessary, particularly 
during this year, on an embassy, both to the 
King of France, and the Emperor, then at 
Bruges. 

This embassy arose out of the following cir- 
cumstances. Soon after the royal interviews in 
the preceding year, the King of Prance had de- 
clared open war against Charles V., in which the 
greatest part of Europe was involved, or likely to 
be so ; a circumstance the more particularly un- 
fortunate, as at that very period the Turks were 
pursuing their ravages in Italy and Greece, almost 
without opposition. These considerations induced 
Henry to befcome arbiter between the contending 
parties,' and accordingly Wolsey was appointed 
to the important duty : with powers also * to treat 
of amity with the French king, and to counteract 


* Ryraer’s Feed. xiii. p. 749. 9th July, 1521. 



236 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

the duplicity of Pope Leo, who had entered into 
one private treaty with Fi*ancis, to assist him in 
the conquest of Naples from the Emperor, <ui(l 
into another with Charles, engaging to aid him 
in the conquest of the Duchy of Milan from 
France. 

That the appointment of Wolsey to this mission 
must have been agreeable to the Emperor is evi- 
dent from the fact of his having written from 
Ghent, on the 20th of July, to the Cardinal, an 
autogi-aph letter, in which he invited him to 
come over, on a visit, that he might open all his 
afTairs to him; a circumstance tliat may have 
hastened Wolsey’s departure, as he landed at 
Calais on the 2d of August, in the professed eba- 
racter of mediator. At Calais he was received by 
the ambassadors both of France and Austria ; but 
tliore soon appeared much haughtiness and dis- 
trust on both sides, which the Cai'dinal could not 
allay, and was therefore obliged to temporize. 
Even towards himself, at least on the part of 
France, some personal distaste was felt ; in fact. 
Lord Herbert affirms that Francis declined, as 
much as he could, his arbitreinent, not thjnking 
him an equal judge. This, if correct, only stimu- 
lated Wolsey to action; and when the French 
plenipotentiaries, in full confidence of their mon- 
arch’s support and approbation, objected to his 
going to Bruges to meet«the Empei^r in private 
conference, threatening that if he did so they 
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would break off the conferences and return to 
Paris, he coolly told them, that if they did he 
would declare them to be the aggressors and ene- 
mies to peace and to the King of England : under 
which menace, they found themselves obliged to 
wait his return from the special embassy, which, 
it has been said, was on two special lumits — ^first, 
to propose a marriage lietween Charles and his 
cousin, the iiifmit princess (Mary) ; and, secondly, 
to arrange a Treaty of Indemnity, evidently for 
Wolsey’s private benefit, since its object was to 
persuade the Emperor to take upon himself the 
payments for Tournay, should Francis fail in 
their fiUfilment ; but this appears contrary to all 
common sense, since there was notliing offered to 
(/hark-s in lieu. 

There are several curious circumstances on 
record respecting the embassy, which deserve a 
place here. We are told that “ fonismuch as the 
«)ld Emperor Maximilian was dead, and for divers 
other reasons touching his Majestic, it was thought 
fit that about such weighty matters, and to so 
noble a prince” — Charles V<— " the Cardinal was 
most meete to be sent on this embassage ; aud he 
being one' ready to take the charge thereof upon 
him, was furnished in every respect like a great 
prince, which was much to the honour of his Ma- 
jestic, and of this realme.” 

It appears that his pomp and appointments 
were both* as cardinal and ambassador. His 
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suite was very numerous: the gentlemen were 
clothed in livery coats of the best crimson velvet, 
with chains of gold about their necks ; whilst the 
yeonien and all the inferior officers were in dresses 
of fine scarlet cloth "guarded with blacke velvet, 
one hand breadth.” 

On his joining the Emperor at Bruges, who 
had even rode out to meet him, his suite was dis* 
tributed amongst the most respectable inhabit- 
ants, the Emperor issuing orders that no indi- 
viduals, upon pain of their lives, should take any 
money for the accommodation thus enjoyed.-— 
" No, although they were disposed to make costly 
banquets, further commanding their said hosts 
that they should want ^nothing which they ho- 
nestly required, or desired to have.” For all this, 
however, the inhabitants were paid daily by the 
Emperor’s officers, who called each morning, at 
every house where Englishmen were lodged, for 
that purpose, and to “ fetch away their stnffe.” 
This alludes to what was called their “ living” of 
the night before ; for at every house, “ first the 
officers brought a casteele of fine niandiet, then 
two silver pots of wine, and a pound of sugar, 
white lights and yellow lights, a bowle of ‘silver 
and a goblet to drinke in, and every night a staff 
torch. This was the order of their livery every 
uight.” 

Tills imperial interview occupied thirteen days, 
when Wolsey returned to Calais, to tiondude the 
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negotiations between the plenipotentiaries of both 
powers ; but he found those of France extremely 
jealous of his proceedings, though anxious for his 
return. The proposed treaty of congress was soon 
completed and executed,’ being first prepared by 
Wolsey; but the articles were mere trifles in them- 
selves, and the Cardinal did not escape censure, 
that he went too far in placing himself on a level 
with the Kin g of England, as joint guarantee of 
the treaty ! When Wolsey left England, he took 
with him the great seal, and during his protracted 
stay at Calais he sealed all papers and patents that 
were sent over to him ; but this afterwards formed 
a heavy item in the charges against him, and with 
some appearance of justice also, for the want of 
the great seal actually rendered it impossible le- 
gally to appoint the sherifls at the proper period 
appointed by law. 

During his stay he was not forgetful of affairs 
at home, as there is a letter extant from him to 
the Bishop of Salisbury, directing him by special 
authority to procede agaynst the enorm 3 rtes, mys- 
govemances, and slanderus levynge, longe tyme 
heretofore hade, usede, and contynuede by the 
priori and the nonnes for the t3rmes beyng,” in 
that diocese. This letter was dated in October ; 
and, in a few weeks afterwards, he set oif for 
England, joining the court at Bletchingly on the 
27th of Ndvembw. 

But a wider field of ambition now opened to 
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him in the death of Pope Leo whi^ took place 
on the 1st of December ; and Wolsey no sooner 

* llie character of this pope is very well draWn up in a 
recfint work of fancy and the arts, of which an extract is here 
offered : 

" Ciovanni de Medici, afterwards Leo X., was admitted 
into holy orders at the age of seven years. Soon afterwards 
the French king, Louis XL, appointed him to the archbishopric 
of Aix, and then to the abbacy of Pasignano, when it was 
found that in fact the archbishop was not yet dead. He ob- 
tained a cardinaVs hat at the age of thirteen, and when only 
thirty-eight years old he was elected pope. 

The rest of his life is, in truth, inseparable from the ge- 
neral history of politics, religion, manners, literature, and the 
arts, in his time. ^ It w^aa difficult, however/ says Aretino, 
' to judge whether the merit of the learned, or the tricks of 
buffoons, afforded most delight to the pope. The deformities 
and vices, the negligences and errors of men — ^nay, e\cn 
idiotcy, were made a matter of mirth.* Leo was as sumptuous 
in his feasts as he was ostentatious in his literary patronage. 
His table was more splendid than that of any preceding pon- 
tiff. A judge of wines and sauces was always a welcome 
guest. The simplicity of Adrian, his successor, was, in com- 
parison, called meanness* That finostentatioas pope found 
that the treasury had been ruined by the prodigality of Jjco. 
Economy in every branch of expense was used by the new 
pontiff, and the tribe of dismissed parasites indulged their 
rage in calumny. They even satirised Adrian's Germ^i taste, 
which preferred beer to wine. In Leo's imperial establishment 
there were one hundred gentlemen, whose sole duty it was to 
attend him occasionally on horseback. < Adrian reduced the 
number to twelve. 

Leo's favourite amusement was the chase* The affairs of 
tlie papacy often were suspended for several days together. 
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heard of it than he sent Dr. Pace * to Rome, to 
negotiate with the conclave generally, and with 

on account of this diversion. The close of a successful day of 
liunting was the best time of soliciting a favour from the pope. 
But the most elegant relaxation of Leo was in music. He was 
himself a good musician, and used the great power of his sta- 
tion in encouraging the science. He promoted some men in 
the church, solely on account of the improvements which they 
had made in the choral service. 

Of literature he was the hereditary patron. He pursued, 
Avith the ardour of Cosmo, and Lorenzo de Medici, the search 
after ancient manuscripts. His two secretaries rank in the 
first class of learning. His agents penetrated into every place 
where literai7 remains could, in any probability, be concealed. 
The most important discovery was made in the abbey of Cor- 
vey, ill Westphalia, u^here the first five books of the Annals 
of Tacitus, that had been so long lost, were found. He en- 
larged the library of the Vatican, re-established the Roman 
univcisHy, created the Greek Gymnasian 3 he founded even an 
Oriental printing-press at Rome, lie had been accomplished 
in literature by Polixiauo, and Demetrius of (yhalcis, two of 
the most finished Greek scholars in the fifteenth century. In 
truth, no man possessed more elegant scholarship than Leo, 
Yet, while he neglected Ariosto, Buonorotti, and Da Vinci, he 
befriended Giovio and Pietro Aretino, men who were as de- 
testable for the immorality of their lives as for the venality 
of their pens. 

An alchyniist, w^ho wasted his time and talents in the vain 
pursuit of the transmutation of inferior metals into gold, wrote 
a poem on his favourite theme, and dedicated it to Leo, whose 
profusion made him stand much in want of such an art : in 
return for this dedication, the pope presented the author with 
an empty purse.** 

* Our Avonian bard has given currency to a charge against 
Wolscy in respect to this person, which, however, vve have 

11 
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the cardinals in private, but an election took place 
before his arrival: and it is also a fact*, that 
Charles V. actually wrote to his ambassadors at 
Rome, to solicit the conclave to put Wolsey into 
the vacant chair. In doing thus, he so far fulfilled 
his previous promise to Wolsey : but his duplicity 
was soon apparent, though the Cardinal had made 
him great promises in return for his solicited in- 
terference ; especially the very remarkable notice, 

no reason to consider well-founded. Shakespeare^ indeed^ 
cannot be made responsible for common report^ when he in- 
troduces the following dialogue between Campems and tlic 
Cardinal whilst speaking of Gardiner. 

Cam, My lord of York, was not one Dr. Pace 
In this man’s place before him ? 

Wol. Yes, he was. 

Cam, Was he not held a learned man ? 

Wol. Yes, surely. 

Cam, Believe me, there ’s an ill opinion spread then 
Even of yourself. Lord Cardinal. 

Wol. How! of me? 

Cam. They will not stick to say, you envied him ; 

And, fearing he would rise, be was so virtuous. 

Kept him a foreign man still 5 which so grieved him. 

That he ran mad, and died. 

Wol. Heaven’s peace be with him ! 

That 's Christian care enough : for living murmurers. 

There ’s places of rebuke. He was a fool ; 

For he would needs be virtuous : that good fellow. 

If 1 command him, follows my appointment) 

1 will have none so near else. Learn this, brother. 

We live not to be griped by meaner persons.” 

* Brit, Mus. Col. Vit. b, iv. 103. 
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that as the King of England claimed a right to be 
arbiter of Chiistendom, it would then be his part 
to be instrumental towards the exercise of that 
right, but that he should be always ready to dis- 
pose that king to the best offices, and the strictest 
correspondence, with his imperial majesty. 

It has been said that Wolsey considered himself 
more secure of the papal chair on the death of 
Leo than on any other occasion ; having, as he 
believed, not only many cardinals in his favour at 
Rome, but also the emperor himself. As to the 
latter, however, he was completely disappointed ; 
for Charles, notwithstanding his open aid, letters, 
and promises, particularly recommended to the 
conclave his own scho</l-raaster, Cardinal Adrian*, 
who was elected, not only in consequence of the 
emperor’s letters, but also for his learning, virtue, 
and worth. 

When the election took place, Wqlsey was very 
indignant; and it has been asserted, at least by 
his enemies, that it spurred him on for revenge 
against the emperor, to offer to Henry every ex- 
citement that could lead him to a separation from 
his queen, Katharine. 

On this subject it has been brought forward 
as matter of serious charge against him, that 
although, at first, he would not himself appear to 

* In 1511, Wolsey had actually soUdted Henry to snpport 
the same Adrian, on a similar vacancy. 

U 2 
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meddle in the affair, yet that he sent for Lang- 
laud. Bishop of Lincoln, and then confessor to the 
king, and told him of certain scruples and douhts 
which he now declared himself to be puzzled by 
respecting the legality of the royal marriage; 
mlding, " I fear it is not as it should be, for very 
many learned men hold it unlawful for him to 
marry his brother’s wife ; and forasmuch as the 
chai'ge of the king^s soul lies on yoiir hands, 1 
think it but your duty to inform his majesty of 
the peril and danger he stands in.” 

With this plea he urged the confessor so 
strongly, that the latter, at length, consented to 
broach the matter to Henry, and so fai* to ad- 
monish him on the subject^ as to induce him to 
have the question debated and discussed by the 
most learned men, both in England and elsewhere, 
in order to satisfy and tranquillise the conscience,', 
of his faithful and loving subjects; not one of 
whom, however, witli the exception of the Car- 
dinal himself, felt any uneasiness about the matter. 

When Heniy first heard the doubt started, he 
was, or appeared to be, much amazed, and also 
much grieved, saying to the confessor, “ What, 
my lord ! let us take heed what we do. Consulta 
et definita, to call again into question !” which in- 
duced Langland, at once, to tell Wolsey that he 
would meddle no more in the affair : but the re- 
vengeful Cardinal was not thus to he put off from 
his plan, exclaiming, “ What, my lord, shall the 
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breath of a man make you start one jot from your 
duty? Be he king, be he emperor, you do what 
becomes a priest and a bishop. Speak to the king 
again. Urge, obsecra, opportune, importune. 
Move the matter once more, and I shall be pre- 
sent. Let it not be known that I am thus much 
acquainted Avith it; and then I will rid you of 
your laboui’.” 

It has been denied, though not -on any good 
authority, that Wolsey’s object was now to induce 
Henry to fonn a matrimonial alliance with France, 
by a match with the Lady Eleanor, Duchess of 
Alen^on, and sister to the French monarch ; and 
it must be acknowledged, that if the Cardinal had 
intended the most potent revenge against his im- 
perial enemy, nothing could have been adopted 
more likely to gratify that spirit, or to give pain 
to the emperor, than the slur of incest, through a 
comrse of twenty years, thus cast upon bis aunt, 
whilst, at the same time, he would have given a 
powerful ally to the French king, then at wai’ 
with his imperial majesty. It was on this account 
that Wolsey himself entreated to be sent ambas- 
sador to France ; but even then Henry was playing 
a double part with him, being already enamoured 
of the Lady Anne Boleyn. 

Of these negotiations the unhappy Katharine 
was totally ignorant ; indeed she was now so gra- 
cious to Wolsey, that in the early pait of the year 
she had chosen him as her special companion in a 



246 WOLSEY, THE'CARDINAL, 

progress to Cambridge, where he was received 
with honom’s approaching almost to royalty. 

In the midst of State affairs, and foreign diplo- 
macy, the Cardinal found leisure to attend to 
his own private objects; and this year he had 
nearly finished Hampton Court, in a style of ar- 
chitectural elegaiMse {Gothic however) which he is 
said to have adopted for the purpose of ingra- 
tiating himself more with Pope Leo, then con- 
sidered as the principal patron of the arts. 

To Leo X. Eiu^pe certainly owed much for the 
revival of art, particularly in architecture, since 
under his auspices, and those of his family, the 
Medici, students were encouraged to apply them- 
selves to antique models, and to measure their 
proportions, that they might design the orders 
with precision. On this subject, it is well observed 
by an elegant writer on the arts, that some of the 
first cotemporary architects,' such as Bramante, 
ISangallo, audMichelagnoulo,erected edifices which 
excelled those of the Greeks, both in magnificence 
and regularity, in such a degree, as to offer the 
best examples to other nations. In short, it may 
fairly be considered, that the commencement of 
the church of St. Peter is to be regarded as the 
cpucha of the revival of architecture in Europe ; 
and, as Dallaway remaite,’ the age of the magni- 
ficent Leo X. must be always interesting to the 
lovers of literature and the arts. 

To the revival of classic architecture Wolsey, 
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however, seems to have paid but little, if any, at- 
tention. To painting also he was equally indif- 
ferent, though Holbein was a favourite with Henry 
and his court : perhaps this may have arisen from 
the circumstance of that painter being particularly 
patronised by the Duke of Norfolk, long the poli- 
tical rival of the Cardinal. 

If he failed in his wishes to ingratiate Leo, yet 
he was not the less successful with his own mon- 
arch, since, in the course of the very last month 
of this year, we find him receiving a grant of 
several manors in Lincolnshire, which came into 
the hands of the king during the minority of the 
young Earl of Derby, only eleven years of age, at 
the death of his parent; also the king’s brief, 
dated 7th of December *, conferring upon him in 
full the cure and administration of the monastery 
of St. Alban’s, both in spirituals and in temporals, 
which had before been partly conferred “ in com- 
mendam.” 

* Rjrmer’s Feed. xiii. 760. 
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SECTION VI. 

1522—1624. 

Title of Defender of the Faith conferred upon Henry — Em- 
peror visits England— Forced Loans, and popular Discon- 
tents — lVolsey*s Support of maritime Rights — War with 
France — City Loans, and Anecdotes — ^Various ecclesias- 
tical Grants, and royal Favours — Progress of Reformation 
— Monastic Vices — Clerical Hospitality — ^Wolsey’s Pro- 
mises and good Offices to Oxford — Parliamentary Debates 
and Struggles for Independence — Clerical Exactions — f^e- 
gaiitiuc Power confirmed, and finally for Life— Is made Bi- 
shop of Durham — Visit of the King of Denmark to England 
— Death of Pope Adrian, and further Intrigues for the 
Popedom — General Politics of Europe — ^Exercise of Icgan- 
tiuo Power — Opposition of the Priesthood to forced Loans 
— Notifies and coinincnces the Erection of his new School 
at Ipswich, and Cardinal College at Oxford — Visits to mo- 
nastic Houses for Reformation — Suppression of several — 
Courtly and priestly Flattery — First Establishment of me- 
dical Lectiurcs in London — First Appearance of Anne Bo- 
leyn at Court — Various Anecdotes — Causes of her early 
Enmity to the Cardinal— Courtly Sports— Masquerades, 
&c. &c. 


In January, 1522, or a year earlier according 
to some chronologists, the new pope sent a lega- 
tion to England, to present the king with the bxrll 
conferring on him the title of Defender of the 
Faith; and, on the 2d of February, the court 
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being then at Greenwich, Wolsey, accompanied by 
the papal ambassador, attended by a numerovis 
train of nobles, presented himself at court, where 
the king met them at his chamber-dooi', welcoming 
them both, as if both had just arrived from Rome ; 
for Wolsey took especial care that he should be 
named in every legation that came from the pope. 

The royal welcome concluded, the Cardinal 
« 

made a most extraordinary sj^eech, or oration, be- 
ginning thus : “ High and victorious king, it hath 
pleased our Lord God to indue yom* grace with a 
gi'eat multitude of manifold graces, as a king elect 
in favour of the high Heaven, and so appcareth 
presently by yoiu’ noble person, so formed and 
figured in shape and stature, with force and pul- 
chritude, which signifieth the present pleasui'c of 
our Lord God wrought in your noble grace.” Aftey 
this high flown panegyric in praise of the royal 
person, the wily Cardinal gave equal praise to his 
wisdom, prudence, and learning ; concluding with 
information that the pope had sent to his majesty 
an act in bull under lead, declaring him and his 
successors to be Defender of the Faith, foi* ever- 
more. 

The king now received the bull, and read it ; 
after which it was openly read, and published in 
the court, and then Henry proceeded to the chapel 
in the highest courtly state, accompanied by all 
the nobles, and by the various ambassadors then 
at court. Wolsey, himself, sung the mass, being 
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« 

attended in tlie prefatory ceremonies by the Dukes 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, and the Earl of Essex ; 
who, not very much to their own liking, were 
obliged to wait upon the priestly upstart with the 
water for washing, the towel, &c. The mass 
ended, Wolsey “ gave imto all them that heard 
the masse cleane remission, and blessed the king, 
and the queene, and all the people.” 

But events more important, in regard to the 
Cardinal’s welfare, were now pressing forward; 
and it may be said, that the year 1522 was one of 
the proudest years in his life, inasmuch as he, in 
his correspondence with foreign princes, was now 
ahnost as familiar as in his personal intercourse 
with the sovereign. Accordingly, we find a most 
pressing, yet most friendly, letter to him, in 
March, from Anthony Grimani, Doge df Venice, 
soliciting his interference with the Sp^^ish mon- 
arch respecting a Venetian ship det^ed in some 
port in Spain; and soon afterwards, when the 
same doge addressed a congratulatory epistle to 
Henry on his receiving the title of Defender of 
the Faith, he did not fail to add.^ia most friendly 
recognition of the favourite. Bl^it, pSrhaps, the 
most extraordinary letter addre^ed to Wolsey, at 
this period, was one dgted from Vittoria, in Spain, 
on the 2d, of February, from^ope Adrian, then 
ignorant of his own election, to the tiara, in which 
, he actually signifies the rumour of Wolsey’s eleva- 
tion to the pope, and solicits the supposed new 
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pontiff to 'promote harmony between Henry and 
the emperot. 

Charlea, however, did not trust to epistolary 
negotiations alone, but determined on a visit to 
England to further his political purposes ; and he 
accordingly landed at Dover, when the Cardinal, 
on the 20th of May, rode through the city, on his . 
route to receive him, attended by a train of two 
earls, thirty-six knights, one hundred gentlemen, 
eight bishops, ten abbots, thirty chaplains, and 
seven hundred yeomen ! 

The emperor was received at court in all due 
state ; and on the 8th of June, he and the king 
rode from Greenwich to St. Paul’s, where Wolsey 
himself Sung high mass : indeed; he may be said 
to have already touched the emperor " to some 
tune,” for of the same day’s date, we find a letter 
written to him by Charles; and dated “ London;” 
in which he engages to pay to the Cardinal 9000 
crowns of pension, also 2500 ducats, until the like 
sum should be assigned out of the vacant churches 
in Spain, in lieu of the annuity from the bishopric 
of Badajoz, which Charles wished to dispense from 
the payment of it. 

Wolsey seems indeed to have had cUnsiderable 
trouble, at or about this time, in procuring any 
payments from 'Spain; either from Palenda or 
Toledo: as there' is a letter from him extant, but 
without date, addressed to Dr. Lee, the king’s 
almoner, then with the emperor, in which he states 
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the appointment of Master John Almayn to be 
a receiver along with Lee, with a salary of 500 
ducats, “ which I suppose will make him emest, 
diligent, and benevolent, in assisting you in levy- 
ing the rest, with the averages of the same.” 

During all these political negotiations, Wolsey 
was attentive in paying every respect to Charles, 
both ecclesiastical and royal. This he carried to 
an unprecedented extent of spleudoiu’, so that it is 
not sui’prising that the state assumed by the Car- 
dinal should have given great offence to Ejiglish- 
inen ; when even the Spaniards, who accompanied 
the emperor on his visit, were disgusted with it, 
especially on one occasion, we believe, when he 
porfornie<l mass before the emperor and the king 
at St. Paur.s. We are infonned that he there had 
his “ travers and cupborde,” and before the mass 
two bai'ons gave him water, and after the gosirel 
two earls did the same ; whilst at the last lavatory, 
the degiudiug office was performed by two dukes. • 

These feelings of displeasure, in the minds of 
the people, were much heightened by the heavy 
burthens that were laid upon them under the name 
of loans, particularly when the king sent into the 
city to boiTow f 20,000. This was very grating 
to the citizens, hut the loan was promised never- 
theless ; the lord mayor sending only for the most 
substantial to make up the sum ; which, however, 
was not done until several of the companies ac- 
tually parted with their plate. The sum being 
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paid into the lord treasurer’s hands, the king sent 
his letter promising payment; and so did the 
Cardinal ; and the .poor were contented, since the 
rich were forced to lend. 

We must, however, do the ‘Cardinal the justice 
of sayingj that whenever the honom* or interest 
of the country were at stake, and not in opposition 
to his own private views, he behaved with a de- 
gree of spirit highly honourable to bun. This was 
pairicularly exemplified in the comrse of the pre- 
sent year, when the merchants complained loudly 
of their sufferings from the piratical pi*oceedings 
both of France and Crermauy, though England 
pi'eserved all the neutrality of one that wished to 
be a mediator. The affair having been taken into 
deep consideration by the king and council, the 
French ambassador was sent for, whom Wolsey 
thus addressed : — “ Sir ! how is this chance hap- 
pened? You have promised ever, in the name of 
the king your master, that all leagues, promises, 
and covenants should be kept, and that full resti- 
tution should be made of every hurt and damage, 
and that firm peace and amity should be kept; 
but, contrary to your saying, oui‘ merchants be 
robbed and spoiled, yea, although he hath granted 
his safe conduct ; yet they be robbed, and stayed 
at Bourdeaux ! Is this the peace that you and your 
master have promised to be kept ? Is this the 
amity that he was sworn to keep? Is this the 
word of a king ? Is this the strength of a prince 
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to break hJs safe conduct ? And where you advised 
our merchants to sue in France foy restitution, 
and did warrant them to be restored, you have put 
them to cost and loss, for they have sued there 
long and spent their goods, without any redress ; 
and now you have imprisoned them, and kept both 
them and their goods ! Is this justice ? Is this 
restitution? And all this was yoim procurement, 
and now see what is come of your promise ! Surely 
this may not be suffered; and besides this, the 
king is informed that the king your master hath 
spoken by him foul and opprobrious words ; yea 
in the hearing of the Englishmen, which were 
sore grieved to hear such words, and were not 
able to be revenged.” 

To this the French ambassador answering that 
it was not so as it was reported, Wolsey instantly 
took him up, exclaiming, — Well ! if you note the 
council of England so light as to tell fables, you 
may be misadvised. But I pray you,” added he 
more coolly, “ how oftentimes hath the king 
written to your master, for restitution of such 
robberies as have been done, and yet can have no 
redress ? Wherefore he granted letters of marque, 
whidi may stand with the league ; but M. Cha- 
tillon hath taken merchants of England prisoners, 
and hath sent certain here for their ransom ! That 
is open war ; and no peace.” 

The Frendi ambassador stuck to his old text of 
denial, and now added attempts at recrimination. 
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endeavouring to make out a worse case against the 
English in regard to France ; but Wolsey was not 
thus to be led from his purpose : accordingly he 
sent for the four hostages that were still here for 
the pa)anent of the sums due on account of Tour- 
nay, and delivered each of them to a nobleman 
or knight for safe keeping ; commanding the am- 
bassador also to keep his house, in silence, and 
not again to come into the royal presence, until 
he was sent for. 

This was considered by the ambassador and the 
hostages as a great and unprovoked insult ; but 
Wolsey went on without ceremony, giving strict 
commandment to the lord mayor to attach all the 
Frenchmen in the city, body and goods, and to 
keep them in prison, until he should hear further 
of th^ king’s pleasure. So strictly was this order 
put in force, that in a short time all the prisons, 
in and about the metropolis, were filled with 
Frendunen ; but many escaped by speaking Dutch, 
and saying that they were Flemings, not French- 
men! 

Indeed, Wolsey, like a true-born Englishman, 
notwithstanding his political coquetry with the 
King of France for his own private interests, seems 
to have felt an intuitive jealousy of French am- 
bition, and a kind of personal dislike also for that 
people; in conformity with which, even during 
the recent negotiations at Calais, he actually'wrote 
a book, and by the king’s express desire, on the 
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reations and operations of war against France, and 
pointing out the method of supporting it with 
vigour and effect : and even before war had com- 
menced he was particularly active in sending sup- 
plies and subsidies for the support of the emperor’s 
large armies both in the Netherlands and in Italy, 
where great things were hoped for, from the ex- 
pected co-operation of the Duke of Bourbon, then 
at vaiiance with Francis, on account of the oflBce 
of Constable of France being taken from him, to 
be conferred upon the Duke D’ Alen 9 on, brother 
to that moimrch. 

But we need not enter deeply into these extra- 
neous matters ; it is sufficient to record that tlm 
war broke out again in 1522, between France arm 
England ; the first operations opening on the coast 
of France, with an attack upon Morlaix Ijy the 
lord high admiral, followed up by skirmishes in 
the vicinity of Calais, in all of wliich the English 
arms were successful At Uiat period there were 
no gazettes, so that tltp first public notification of 
these successes was on the 6th of July, when Wol- 
soy, in the star chamber, announced them to the 
lords and othere assembled. He ^ther declared 
that Henry would never have entered upon hosti- 
lities had the French monarch kept liis oath and 
promise; mentioning also other causes, such as the 
invasion of the imperial dominions by France, 
contrary to treaty; the neglect and contempt 
shown by tlie French to the last year’s embassy ; 
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the withholding of the king^s duties and his sister’s 
dower; with several other charges of a minor 
nature. 

Measures of internal secttrity were immediately 
taken, under Wolsey’s directions, by the imprison- 
ment of all Frenchmen and Scots, whose goods 
were also seized ; but where any of these had mar- 
ried Englishwomen, half the goods were restored 
for the use of the wives and children : as for 

such as had been made denizens by naturalization, 
€ 

even they were obliged to find good and sufficient 
bond for their quiet behaviour. 

Six weeks after the announcement of hostilities, 
Wolsey sent for the mayor and aldermen, and in- 
formed them that the king had appointed com- 
missioners throughout the kingdom to swear 
every man to the value of his property, the more 
to be in readiUess for the defence of the realm, and 
that he, the Cardinal, was appointed commissioner 
for the city ; an office which his majesty, himself, 
would have undertaken, had he not been prevented 
by other affairs of state, — “ wherefore, in con- 
venient time,” added Wolsey, “ certify me the 
number of all such as be worth one hundred pounds 
and upwards, to the intent I may swear them of 
their values ; for first, the king asketh of you, your 
loving hearts and due obeysance, the which shall 
appear by your conformi^ to his requests ; and 
when the value is taken, he desireth only the tenth 
part of goods and lands, which is the least reason- 
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able thing that you can aid your prince with. I 

think every of you will oflFer no less ; as for the 

# 

spiritualty, every man is in the shires sworn, and 
shall and will gladly pay the fourth part to the 
king, and live on the three parts. Now to your 
part I am sure you will *not grudge, therefore, 
name me the men substance; and for the meaner 
sort, meaner commissioners shall be appointed.” 

The first reply to this speech was from a mer- 
chant, who said, — “ Sir, if it may please you, how 
shall this tenth part to the king be delivered ?” 

“ In money, plate, or jewels,” replied Wolsey, 

“ at a value.” 

« 

“ Oh ! iriy Lord,” exclaimed one of the aider- 
men, “ it is not yet two months since the king 
had of the city £20,009 in ready money, in jj^an, 
whereby the dty is very bare of money ; for God’s 
sake«ememb«r this, that rich merdiants in war 
be bare of money.” 

To this remonstrance tihe only reply of the Car- 
dinal was — Well ! this must be done ; and there- 
fore go about it” 

Thus ended the conference, and the aldermen, 
each in their respective wards, drew up lists agree- 
able to the Cardinal’s directions ; and the persons 
therein named waited upon him, beseeching him 
most humbly that they might not be sworn for 
the true value of their substance, as the true 
valuation was uidmown to them; besides many 
honest men’s credit was much greater than their 
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substance, and therefore they were in doubt how 
far they might, unwittingly, incur the' peril of 
perjury. 

Wolsey was prepared even for this, and imme- 
diately replied , — “ Well, syth you dread the crime 
of perjury, it is a sign of grace, and therefore I 
will for you borrow of the king a little. Make 
you your bills of your own value, likely to report 
your fame, and then more business needetli not ; 
for you see what two costly armies the king hath 
ready against both France and Scotland ; there- 
fore now show yourselves like loving subjects, for 
you be able enough : and I dare swear the sub- 
stance of London is no less worth than two mil- 
lions of gold.” 

At this the merchants started, as if with asto- 
nishment, exclaiming, — “ WftjWould to God that 
it were so ; and the city is sm% appaired by the 
great occupying of strangers.” 

“ Well,” replied Wolsey, “ it shall be redressed, 
if 1 live ; but on Saturday next I shall appoint one 
to receive your bills ; and he that is of credence, 
more than of substance, let him resort to me, as I 
will be secret and good to him.” 

We are informed by Hall, that these honest 
citizens now departed in great tribulation, and that 
great was the mourning of the common people, as 
it ever is in such cases of payments ; but in the 
end, one Doctor Tonnys, a secretary to the Car- 
dindl, came to the Chapter House in St. Paul’s 
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Church-yard, to whom the citizens brought in 
their statements, “ and on their honestie they were 
received, which values afterwarde turned them to 
displeasure.” 

It was not until the 6th of November that Wol- 
sey received the papal bull “ in commenda” for 
the monastery of St. Alban’s; and a few da)^ 
afterwards arrived a letter from the emperor, in 
which he calls Henry his father, as if with a re- 
ference to the renewal of the treaty of marriage 
with the infant princess , — “ the said king, our 
good father and uncle, the queen, my aunt and 
mother, and of my best beloved cousin and com- 
panion, the princess, their daughter 

These new sources of wealth, so intimately con- 
nected with the existence of the papal power 
in England, would naturally pre-dispose Wolsey 
against the Refomffition, which, indeed, hitherto 
had not made such progress as might have been 
expected. The king also was, as yet, too proud of 
his new title of Defender of the Faith, to coun- 
tenance any professed friends of the Reformation; 
yet the people were beginning to open their eyes 
to the evils resulting from the popish forms and 
practices, particularly in regard to female virtue 
and the social tie, the libertinism of the clergy 
being now insufferable. 

Nor were the people conciliated by the argu- 
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ments used, e^[>eciaU7 by those of Cardinal Cain- 
peius, to justify the celibacy of the clergy, when 
it was urged that married priests had a greater 
sin to answer for than those who kept many con- 
cubines ; as the latter, it was said, might probably 
be persuaded that cohcubinage was lawful, whilst 
the former must be conscious that they sinned 
against their knbwn duty. The one party he 
therefore permitted to continue in full indulgence; 
whilst the magistrate was called on to assist the 
bishops in ceusines against the married clergy. 

■ This was a mode of reasoning not at all adapted 
to the understandings of Englishmen. They saw 
an evil, and they detemined to remove it; not 
choosing to temporize, as was done on the Con- 
tinent, especially in Switzerland, where, as we are 
told by Zuinglins the famous Swiss Reformer, 
there was a custom in some* of the cantfps, that 
when a new curate was received amongst them, 
they enjoined him to keep a concubine, lest he 
should attempt the chastity of their wives ! 

The friends of reformation were therefore well 
pleased when they saw the Cardinal, under the 
express royal approbation, fairly, though uncon- 
sciously, commence the great work by the dissolu- 
tion of the monasteries, then noted for the vice 
and depravity within their walls. 

It is true that the groundwork on which the 
first instances were founded, was the intended pur- 
pose of establishing schools and colleges with their 
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wealth; but the judicious foresaw that such a 
work, once begun, would always find reasons for 
its continuance, and they expected, with good 
reason, that the* cupidity both of Wolsey and the 
king, already manifested in various attempts upon 
the wealth of the secular clergy, could not fail to 
become more insatiate by gratification. 

That many curious discoveries were made, on 
the final dissolution of the monasteries, cannot be 
doubted, though perhaps by no means to the ex- 
tent of the charges brought against the monks, 
now doomed to plunder and destruction. Two spe- 
cimens* of these accusations we shall give*; — ^the 
first is in a report from John Hales, sent to Secre- 
tary Cromwell, whilst on a visitation to Soulbie — 
“ According to your pleasure and command- 
ment, tlie papistical deun of idle and utterly un- 
learned beasts at Soulbie is broken up and dis- 
peraed, and your servant is in possession.” — 

The other is from Dr. Richard Layton, and 
dated from Maidstone — 

” At Lends I found corruption of both the 
kind s - c t quod pejus est, traturus. The Supe- 

rior hath confessed to me treason in his preaching. 

“ At Battel, 1 found the abbot and alibis con- 
vent, saveing one or two, great dayly * * * * and 
traiturs. The Abbot of Battd is the varaste 
hayve betle and buserde, and the arrants chorle 
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that ever 1 see in all other places where as 1 come, 
especially the blade sort of devillish monks. Surely 
I think they be past amendment, and that God 
hath utterly withdrawn his grace from them.” — 

It must be allowed, however, that, with all their 
vices, the religious of that day possessed one virtue 
at least, — that of hospitality. At priests’ houses, 
and in monasteries, the table-cloth was on the 
board all day long, for strangers, travellers, fri^, 
and pil^'ims. Then there were charitable doles 
at all religious houses, and in every parish ; and 
in each parish (poors’ rates not then established) 
there was a church house, to which were attached 
spits, pots, crooks, &c. for dressing provisions. 
There the housekeepers often met on seasons of 
jollity, like modem church-wardens’ feasts ; and 
there were {dl their charitable plans and purposes 
matured and put in efficiency. In ever^ church 
also there was a poor man’s box ; and the same at 
all inns ; but there were few, or rather no alms- 
houses before this reign. The most andent alms- 
house in existence is -opposite to Christ Church, 
Oxford. 

There was even some liberality amongst the 
priesthood in religious matters ; particularly with 
respect to prayers for the dead : and in the “ Fes- 
tival”* printed in 1509« the priests are expressly 
directed to pray for all souls, “ especially for those 
that had most need and least help !” 


* Aiit. Kep. I. p. 1 78. 



264 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

But prayers for the dead, as a knowledge of real 
Christianity spread itself by means of the Bible, 
were soon laughed at; and more especially was 
the jniblic contempt directed against the pardons 
and indulgences then bestowed with liberal pro- 
mise. 

How, indeed, was it possible, even for the un- 
enlightened, yet deep-thinking yeomanry to pre- 
serve their gravity^ when they might read upon a 
brass plate, fixed upon a stone in the chapel of 
Macclesfield — “ The pardoime for sayinge of v 
pater-nosters and v aves and a credo, is xxvi 
thousand yeres and xxv dayes of pardoime,” — or 
again in Salisbury cathedral, where was fixed up 
a long list of pardons for deadly and for venial sins, 
and that he who should devoutly behold the arms 
of Jesus Christ was to have six thousand years of 
])ardon fjpm St. Peter, and the thirty popes who 
followed him ; whilst to him who should say cer- 
tain prayers, there would be given three thousand 
years of pardon for deadly, and the same for ve- 
nUl sins ! 

The Cardinal, however, seems not to have held 
any doubts as to the stability of the existing sys- 
tem, but went on in the usual tenor of ^s way, 
watchful for his own interests, and for those of his 
friends. In particular, he placed in the London 
episcopal chair, then vacant by the demise of Dr. 
Fitzjames, his friend and protege6, Dr. Tunstall, 
the keeper of the privy seal, but a man by no 
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means popular, even then. He liad one advantage, 
however, in-Wolsey’s estimation, that of being a 
strict Catholic; and we must allow him the merit 
of sincerity, for he lost his see in Edward’s reign, 
was reinstated by MaryJ but ejected by Elizabeth. 

Whilst this promotion was rankling in men’s 
minds, Wolsey increased it much by issuuig a ge- 
neral commission through the realm for musters. 
On this occasion, people were sworn to their pro- 
perty, their substance, and their lands, and the 
reports regularly sent to the Cardinal: but the 
measure was most unpopular, and excited consi- 
derable ferment, the fears and jealousies of the 
people being awakened by the expectation of fresh 
and heavy demands upon their purses. Wolsey, 
nevertheless, proceeded coolly in his despotic mea- 
sures, but still tempered them with the love he 
manifested for learning. In particular we may 
observe, that however true may have been the 
charges of selfish views against him, in many in- 
stances, it is clear that his conduct towards the 
university of Oxford was of the most disinterested 
nature, as was most particularly manifested this 
year, on occasion of various internal differences 
respecting official regulations. The peculiar point 
in debate was in regard to the election of proctors ; 
and on this subjecMhe masters at once referred the 
matter to the cardinal, without any previous com- 
munication to their chancellor ; but Wolsey care- 
fully avoided any thing like undue interference. 
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andi in a spirit of conciliation, allowing at the same 
time, to party feelings, an opportunhy of cooling, 
he recommended a middle course, — ^that of de- 
feiTing the absolute choice of proctors imtil the 
ensuing Michaelmas, and^of appointing, pro tem- 
pore, two sufficient persons, quiet, and not of tur- 
bulent aspiring tempers, to fulfil the duties of the 
office, though not under the title of proctors, but 
simply that of masters of the schools. 

He further hinted that at the expiration of the 
term already mentioned, he hoped he should be 
more at leisure to attend to the affairs of the uni- 
versity, and to see all things settled upon so good 
a foundation, that the state of it would be con- 
tinually more splendid and flourishing. With 
this judicious advice the university complied ; and 
in their answer, they state another proof of his 
favoiu’ in having procuretl for them an exemj||^n 
from the general tax, levied towards the support 
of the war against France. 

It seems* that they had previously applied to 
Wolsey for his intercession in their favour, ujlon 
the plea that' colleges and their immediate de- 
pendencies had always been exempted from the 
charge of contributing to the public wars ; and 
this had been urged by Wolsey to the king with 
so much force, as a matter of academical right, 
that tlie desired immimity was granted. 

This immunity, however, was rather for that 
especial occasion, than granted as a perpetual 
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right ; and the university now called on the Car- 
dinal to have it more generally established ; but 
tliis he waived for the present, assuring them that 
he could not make any final determination in the 
matter imtil it had beeh laid before the council, 
and which he hoped he shoidd do iu such a man- 
ner as to convince them of the zeal which he felt, 
and with which he would act for their advantage. 

To these hopes of future favour, he added some 
good advice ; recommending to them to preserve 
a good spirit, and to apply themselves to the study 
of- learning, and to the practice of holy discipline; 
admonishing them also to be particularly careful 
that they should not, from any motives of vain 
glory, or in the gratification of any private quar- 
rels or animosities, permit themselves to be led 
away from the great duty of perfecting themselves 
in true and useful erudition. 

Steady in his views upon the popedom, Wolsey 
now warmly supported the breach with France, 
and the affording of all possible aid to the em- 
peror ; but there was a rising spirit of independ- 
ence in the House of Comnlons which rendered it 
more difficult for him to raise the sums necessary 
for his ambitious purposes. Even this was, in 
some measure, o^ving to himself; for he appears to 
have been very active and instrumental in Sir 
Thomas More’s being chosen Speaker of the House 
of Commons in the parliament of 1522 , being the 
first summoned after his elevation to the chancel- 
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lorship. Wlien More disabled himself, as it wag 
called, representing that he was totally unqualified 
for that high office, neither the king nor the Car- 
dinal would hear of his declining it ; the latter 
telling him that the king had sufficient proof of 
him everyway sufficiently, and that the commons 
could not choose a meeter man. 

The Cardinal’s influence, in this very parliament, 
was soon ascertained to be not so weighty as he 
had imagined, owing, perhaps, in a great measure 
to the publicity which appears now first to have 
taken place in regard to the debates of the House, 
and thus tending to form public opinion. 

This publicity, in fact, became now so notorious, 
that Wolsey even dared to complain that he was 
aggrieved, and that there was nothing either said 
or done but what was blazed abroad in all circles, 
nay in every ale-house. But something must be 
done ; for a very large subsidy was now wanted ; 
and so doubtful was the minister of the question 
being carried, that he actually determined to be 
present at the debate himself, though a member 
of the upper house. This intention was no sooner 
known to the commons, than it became a matter 
of very serious debate, whether he should only be 
admitted with a few of the lords, or with his whole 
train; when the speaker put an end to the debate 
by observing, that since the Cardinal had already 
accused them of the lightness of their tongues, 
for things spoken and disclosed out of doors, he 
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thought the best mode would be to receive their 
visitor iu all his pomp, with all his maces, his pil- 
lars, his poleaxes, his crosses, his cardinalfs hat, 
and the great seal also : so that if, 'at a future day, 
he shoxild complain that the debate on the subsidy 
had been promulgated, then they might, with a 
better grace, lay the blame upon his own followers, 
as the reporters to the people. 

This plan was instantly adopted ; and Wolsey 
actually went to the house in all this ecclesiastical 
and political state — ^nay, he made a speech on, or 
rather an oration to the house in favour of the 
proposed subsidy, for the purpose of proving its 
necessity, and of showing that less would not 
suffice than the sum demanded. When he had 
finished, there was a dead silence in the house, at 
which he appeared astonished ; and, after a pause, 
he observed that there were many wise and learned 
men among them, and seeing that he was sent 
thither by the king himself, for the preservation 
of the members themselves, and of the whole 
realm, he thought he had occasion to expect a 
reasonable answer. 

Still all were silent, when Wolsey addressed 
himself individually to one of the members, Mr. 
Mamey; but he was dumb, as were many others, 
to each of whom severally the Cardinal addressed 
himself, it having been previously %reed that no 
debate should takh place, and that the speaker 
alone should answer him. But even Sir Thomas 
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did not yet break the silence, until Wolsey again 
spoke to the house, saying, “ Masters, unless it Ik* 
the manner of your house, as of likelihood it is, 
by the mouth of your speaker, whom you hfiA e 
chosen for trusty and wise, as indeed he is, in 
such cases to utter your minds, here is, without 
doubt, a marvellous obtlurale '•ileiice.” He then 
tmaied fiercely to the speaker, and dematidtd an 
answer; when More, dropping on ids knees, pre- 
tended to excuse the silence of the ('ominous, on 
the plea that they were abashed at the presence of 
so noble a personage, who was aide to amaze the 
wisest and the best learned men in tlie realm : he 
then urged several reasons why no meinlx>r had 
spoken, as such would neither have been exjie- 
dient, nor agreeable to the apcient libert;^ of that 
house ; and as for himself, although the niemher'- 
had unanimously chosen him, and tni'-te<l idm 
with their privileges, still, unless eA'<*iy iiidi\idual 
member would put into his (More's), head all their 
several wits, he alone was umneet in m> weighty a 
matter to give an answer to his grate. 

Wolsey was so displeased with this sixecli, and 
with his general reception, that he instantly rose 
and left the house ; and the very next day he sent 
for the Speaker, to attend upon him in his gallery 
at Whitehall, saying to him on his arrival, “ W ould 
to (3od you had been at Rome, Master • More, 
when I made you speaker !” To which More re- 
plied, “ Your grace not offended, so would 1, my 
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lord; for then should I have seen those holy 
places, which I have ol'teii aiul much desired !” 

I’his answer appeare<l to foil the Cardinal in his 
preconcerr,‘(l plan, and they took several turns in 
the jrallery '•’itliout a word being uttered, when 
More, anxioii'' to check or avert the storm which 
was gathering. Ix'gan to talk of the gallery, and 
said that he liki"' it much better than the one at 
IlainjUon (\mrt; and this he said with such ap- 
parent imcoucern. that Wolsey was completely at 
fault, and left him without another word. 

The king and Wolsey, thus checked in parlia- 
ment, now Itegan to cut very deep into the incomes 
of the clergy ; for which purpose they adopted the 
plan of lia\ing*a convocation called by the royal 
wi-il to Warliam, Archbishop of Canterbuiy, and 
which was directed to be held at St. Paul’s on the 
‘iOtli of A(,i il. The ostensible business, as stated 
for till' coin ocation, was to reform some abuses in 
tlie *•lml•ch ; but tlio members soon discovered that 
the real pnrjiose was of a very ditTercut nature, 
when tiie Cardinal, by virtue of his power as 
legate a latere, summoned them to repair to West- 
minster, and there told them that half of the full 
value of their livings for one year was expected 
for the service of his majesty; but allowing them, 
at the same time, to pay it by instalments in the 
course of five years. 

This most extraordinary and unexampled de- 
mand the Cardinal attempted to justify, by a la- 



272 


WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 


boured representation of the'ldng’s particular love 
and regal’d for the church, and the especial services 
he had done towards it, far beyond any of his pre- 
decessors, wherefore they ought to feel it their 
duty to show themselves sensible of their happi- 
ness by their gratitude, and pay their acknow- 
ledgments by actions, and not by words only. 
But this reasoning did not take so readily as he 
expected, being opposed both by his old friend 
and patron. Fox, Bishop of Winchester, and by 
Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, who objected to it 
on the plea that the clergy could not live under 
the fulfilment of such a demand ; that it was un- 
customary; hnd that it would be drawn into a 
precedent in after times, so as to render the bur- 
dens on the church most intolerable. To this, 
however, Wolsey would not lend ,an ear ; but 
wishing to have an example for the parliament in 
the conduct of the church, he urged the subject 
still more strenuously^ on the plea that should 
the clergy be sparing in assistiiig his majesty, at 
this particular juncture, it might have the effect of 
an evil example to the laity; and, at least, would 
show that the clergy were very ungi’ateful for the 
many favours which Henry had bestowed upon 
the church. 

These arguments, with perhaps other prudential 
reasons, were effectual, and the subsidy was agreed 
to ; the preamble to the grant specifying his ma- 
jesty’s good offices in quelling the unhappy schism 
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in the church during the pontificate of Julius II., 
and his confutation of “ Luther’s hei'esy, which 
furiously raged against the chiu'ch and the state 
thereof, in a most learned and never sufficiently to 
be praised treatise.” 

In these regulations it was understoo<l that all 
foreigners holding benefices in England were to 
pay a double tax ; that is, one year in five : hut to 
this there were seven exceptions, two of which 
were in favour of a friend and an enemy, thus 
manifesting Wolsey’s impartiality. The friend was 
Erasmus ; and the enemy was Polidor Virgil, ^vlio 
Iiad been for several years the collector of the 
papal dues in England. 

This was followed by a convocjition of the see 
of York, whereat similar measures were agreed to. 

Elated by his success with the clergy, Wolsey 
met the parliament of 1523 udth large demands 
for money ; and on the 29th of April, he actually 
entered the House of Commons, accompanied by a 
number both of temporal and spiritual peei-s, when 
he made a long oration in favour of the war, 
closing with a demand for £800,000, to be raised 
by a fifth of every man’s goods and lands, or 4.s. in 
the pound, throughout the kingdom. 

The opposition of that day atternjjted to show 
that there was nftt money enough in the country 
to pay such a subsidy ; and they asked, “ If all 
the co}me wer in the kynge’s ha)ulcs, how should 

men live but Wolsey went again to the House 

'p 
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of Cominons, in order to overrule all these objec- 
tions. He first desired to be reasoned with ; but 
he was told that the fashion of the lower house 
was to hear, and not reason but among them- 
selves : and he then began to prove that England 
was extremely rich ; first, because the king’s cus- 
toms were then greater than ever they had been 
before ; then he spoke of the sumptuous buildings, 
of the plate, of rich’ltpparel, of men, women, chil- 
dren, and even servants ; of fat feasts and delicate 
dishes; which things were all tokens of great 
abundance ; — “ with whiche repetyng of mennes 
substance, as though he had repined or disdained 
that any man should fare well, or be well clothed, 
but hjonself, the Commons greatly grudged : and 
when he was. departed put of the house, it was 
proved that honest apparrel of the commodities 
of this realme, aboundance of plate and honest 
viaudes, were profitable to the realme, and not pro- 
digall — ^but, after all, a subsidy was granted. 

These occurrences produced much discontent 
amongst the people, and even the press, in that 
early day, appears to have been enlisted in the 
cause of opposition to the favourite ; particularly 
on occasion of his exercising his legantine powers 
to the extent of dissolving Archbishop Warham’s 
convocation at St. Paul’s, and fdrcing him and all 
the clei^y of his diocese to attend the Cardinal’s 
own convocation at Westminster. This we have 
already Sescribed as a thing unheard of before in 
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England, and Skelton the poet, the poet laureate 
some call him, wrote on it the following rude dis- 
tich: 

“ Gentle Paule, Itue douuc thy eweaid. 

For Peter of Westminster hath shaven thv hoard ” 

« 

But Wolsey, supported by the favours of the king 
and })ope, seemed to fear nothing either from ])o- 
pulor opinion, or from aristocratic jealousy. Eveiy 
day, indeed, appears to have been fruitful in new 
favours, some of them particularly illegal ; as was 
most especially the case in regard to the abbacy 
of St. Alban’s, recently granted to him ; and which 
was now ascertained to be a breach of canon law. 
This invasion of the rights of abbeys, for any per- 
son to hold them in commendam, was by many 
considered as portending some fatal blow to the 
clergy at large ; and it is a curious fact, that Wol- 
sey never went down, even that short distance, 
personally to take possession; nor is there, as 
Newenham • observes, a tittle of record to show 
what was done during his commendam. 

He chose not, however, to give up the lucrative 
proceeds of such a valuable trust; and he even 
went the length of procuring a biill from the 
pope, dated 7th of April, 1523, declaring that he 
should not vacate the see of York, nor give up St. 
Alban’s, accompanied by another of the same date, 

Newenhain'i) History of St. Alban’s. 
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confirming to him the bishopric of Durham, which 
he had held for a short time previous ; there was 
also a recommendation to the king, that he should 
receive a restitution of the temporalities of the 
Durham see. 

All these favoiirs were followed by a’bull from 
Pope Adrian, granting to him a prolongation of 
his legantine powers — “ ad quinquennium,” or for 
the space of five years ; soon after which he re- 
ceived a grant * from the king of the custody of 
the young Earl of Derby’s lands in the isle of 
Axholme, in Lincolnshire. 

Wlien Wolscy received the bishopric of Dur- 
ham, he resigned, as we have recorded, that of 
Bath to Dr. John Clarke, Master of the Rolls, one 
of his favourites ; and he soon after appointed Sir 
Henry Marney, his own vice chamberlain, to be 
lord privy seal, prociuing for him the title of 
Lord Maimey. In short, his pride, and the wan- 
touness of his power, were now increasing rapidly ; 
and it is recorded of him, in this year, by a cotem- 
porary writer, that “ aboute this season, the Car- 
dinall of York, beyng legate, proved testamentes, 
and dyd call before hym all the executors and ad- 
ministrators of every diocess within the realm ; so 
that the bishoppes and ordinaries did prove no 
great willes in their dioces, except he were com- 
pounded with, not to their litle disadvantage. Also, 
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by his power legraitine, he gave by provencions all 
benefices beloiigyng to spirituall persoues, by the 
wiiiche doyng, he not only had the hatred of the 
spiritualtie, but also he ran into the dauiiger of 
the premunire, which he sore after repented.” 

This is stated to have been the case in 1523 ; 
but it is evident that it liad, for some time pre- 
vious, been a subject of great complaint, both to the 
clergy and laity : we must not, however, yield too 
much to the public clamour of that day, when we 
see, at every step, how faithfully and patriotically 
he maintained tlie cliaracter of the country. 

England seems at all times to have been the 
rcfiige of the distressed monarchs of Europe ; in 
this year (1523), particularly by the arrival of the 
King of Denmark, together with his queen, sister 
to the emperor, and their children, he having been 
forced to fly from his throne in consequence of 
rebellious proceedings on the part of his uncle, the 
Duke of Holstein, aided by many of the Danish 
nobility, who accused him of a breach of conven- 
tion agreed upon by all parties at their electing 
him to the crown on the demise of his fatlier, the 
deceased monarch. 

The expatriated sovereign first claimed English 
protection at Calais, and then passed over to Eng- 
land, where he was received in the most sumpttious 
manner, by the king’s order and under Wolsey’s 
auspices; but the Cardinal did not seem very 
anxious for him to I'cmain ; indeed the ^jdvice he 
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gave him was very judicious, pointing out the 
propriety of his personal exertions, and recom- 
mending that he should proceed to such part of 
his states as still retained their affection and obe- 
dience towards him, of which he had several, and 
there to endeavour, by the help of his loving sub- 
jects, to regain what he had lost. At the same 
time, Wolsey promised that Henry and the em- 
peror, instead of giving liim immediate assistance, 
as he had requested, would send their ambassadors 
in order to tiy what could be* done by mediation. 
IJut, if this should fail, he then engaged to rein- 
state him in his dominions by force of aimis, with 
the assistance of the pope and of the German 
princes. 

With these promises the Danish monarch was, 
or appeared to be, contented ; and returned to the 
Continent about the middle of July. 

An anecdote is told of the King of Denmark, 
diu'iug this visit, that speaks more in favour of tlie 
city train bands 8f that day than would readily 
have been granted to them at a later date, before 
they were superseded by the militia. It seems 
that after some stay at the court at Greenwich, he 
came to the metropolis, where he was lodged at 
Bath Place ; and having heard of the “ watche” 
on St. Peter’s eve, he desired to see it. In this he 
was gratified, being taken to a tavern called the 
Kings head, in Cheapside, accompanied by a long 
train ot nobility, and there feasted by the city M'ith 
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a costly banquet. As soon as he had seen the 
“ watche,” he exclaimed — “ I would to God I had 
so many archers, pikes, and halberdiers, as I saw 
this night ; then I trust I would punish such as 
have wrongfully dispossessed nie of my realm and 
country !” 

The death of Pope Adrian in the month of 
September, in this year, offered new and flattering 
prospects to Wolsey, of grasping at the triple 
mitre ; but his views on this subject will be best 
understood by hil own letter to Henry upon the 
occasion, and in writing which he seems to have 
lost no time, for he thus begins * — 

“ Sir, it may like your highness to understand 
I have this hour received letters from your orator, 
resident in the court of Rome, mentioning how, 
the 13 th day of this instant, it pleased Almighty 
God to call the pope’s holiness to his mercy, whose 
soul our Lord pardon; and in what train the 
matters then were at that time, for election of the 
future pope, your highness shall perceive by the 
letters of the said orator, which 1 send at this time, 
whereby appeareth, that mine absence from thence 
shall be the only obstacle (if any be) in election of 
me to that dignity. Albeit, there is no semblance, 
that the college of cardinals shall consent upon my 
being there present, because of the factions that 
be amongst themselves ; for which cause, though 
afore God I repute myself right unmeet and un- 
liable to so high and great dignity, desiring much 

* The original is in the Duke of (Srafton’s library. 
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rather to devote, coiitiuue, and end my life with 
your Grace, for doing of such poor service as may 
be to your honom', and wealth of this your realm, 
than to be pope; yet nevertheless, remcmberitig 
wliat mind and opinion your Grace was of at the 
last vacation, to have me preferred thereunto, 
thinking it should be to tlie honour, benefit, and 
advancement of your affairs in time coming, and 
su])])osiiig vainly that your highness persisteth in 
the name mind and intent, I shall devise such hi- 
structions and commissions, and other writings, as 
the bust time were delivered to Master Pace for 
that purpose ; and the same I shall send to your 
Grace by the next post, whom it may like to do 
further therein as shall stand with your gracious 
plcjusture, whereunto I shall always conform my- 
self accordingly. And to the intent it may appear 
further to your Grace, what mind and determina- 
tion they be of towards mine«dvancement, which, 
as your orators write, have now at this time the 
principal authority, and chief stroke in the election 
of the irnpe, making in manner triumviratum ; I 
send unto your highness their several letters to 
me, addressed in that behalf, beseeching oiu* Lord, 
that such one may be chosen as may be to the ho- 
nour of God, the weal of Christ’s church, and the 
benefit of all Christendom; and thus Jesus pre- 
serve your most noble and royal estate. 

“ At the More, the last day of Septeml)er, by your 
Most humble chaphiiu, 

•• T. Caudinams, Enou." 
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To this epistle Heniy speedily returned a very- 
gracious answer, encouraging him to persevere in 
the object of his ambition ; after which Wolsey 
wrote to the king’s ministers at Rome, expressly 
telling them, that the mind and entire desire of 
the king, above all earthly things, was that he 
should succeed to the tiara, “ having his perfect 
and firm hope that of the same shall ensue, in brief 
time, a general and universal repose, tranquillity, 
and quietness, in Christendom, and as great re- 
nown, honour, profit, and reputation to this reabn, 
as ever was.” 

For this and other assigned reasons, he directed 
that the envoys should continue their practices, 
overtures, motions, and labours, “ to bring and 
conduce this, the king’s desire, to perfect end and 
effect.” 

What these “ practices,” &c. were intended to 
be may be readily inferred from a private coiti- 
inunication to the principal the embassy, the 
Bishop of Bath 

“ My Lord of Bath, 

“ ITie king hath willed me to write unto you, 
that his Grace hath a marvellous opinion of you, 
and you knowing his mind as you do, his high- 
ness doubteth not but that this matter shall be, 
by your policy, set forth in such wise, as that the 
same may come to the desired effect, not sparing 
any reasonable offers, which is a thing that, 
amongst so many needy pereoiis, is more regarded 
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than perhaps the qualities of the person. Ye be 
wise, and ye wot what I mean; trust . yourself 
best, and be not seduced by fair words, and espe- 
cially of those which (say what they will) desire 
more their own preferment than mine. Howbeit, 
great dexterity is to be used, and the king thinketh 
that all the imperials shall be clearly with you, if 
faith be in the emperor. The young men, for 
the most part being needy, will give good ears to 
fair offers, wliich shall he undoubtedly performed. 
The king willeth you neither to spare his autho- 
rity, or his good money or substance. You may 
be assured whatever you promise shall be per- 
fonned, and the Lord send you good speed. 

“ Your loving friend, 

“ T. Card. Eborac.” 

So anxious was Wolsey for the emperor’s as- 
sistance, and so much did he depend upon it, that 
the very next day he wrote to Henry again, soli- 
citing the king that he would write a letter to 
Charles under his own hand, to engage his interest 
and influence : at the same time it was known to 
be his wish that, if unsuccessful himself, then the 
election might fall on Julio de Medicis. In this 
latter pai-t he was gratified, Julio being chosen, 
and assuming the name of Clement VII. ; but not 
until after several ballots and scrutinies, on three 
of which scrutinies Wolsey had nine, twelve, and 
finally nineteen votes in his favour. 

Conformable to his apparent moderation in 
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support of Julio de Medici, his successful rival, 
and notwithstanding his own intrigues for the 
triple mitre, yet no sooner did he hear of the elec- 
tion of Clement VII. than he wrote a most hypo- 
critical despatch to the Bishop of Bath*, still re- 
sident ambassador at Rome, in which he speaks of 
the Cardinals being in conclave, where after long 
altercations and sundry contrarieties, which seemed 
to be among the said Cardinals, at last, by the 
grace and inspiration of the Holy Ghost, they 
agreed, and condescended upon the Lord Cardinal 
de Medicis, wly)m they elected, chose, and pub- 
lished pope : and then he goes on to say — “ for 
the which, your substantial, good, and speedie ad- 
vertisements, by mee alwayes showen and declared 
unto the kyng’s highnes, his grace and I both 
give unto you especial and hartie thankes, namely, 
for the desyryd newes of the said election, which 
I assure you to be as much to the king’s and my 
rejoyce, consolation, and gladnes, as possiblie may 
be devised or imagined ; for which cause his high- 
nes and I in signe, token, and contemplation of 
the singular comfort which wee take in the same, 
not abydynge or tarryinge for any intimation to 
be made therof, either by the pope’s holiness now 
elect, or by the college of cardinals, thought con- 
venient and requisite, with diligence to speede 
unto you letters congratulatorie directed unto the 
pope’s holiness,” &c. 

* lirit. Mus. Ays. Col. No. 3839, art, 4, 
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Wolsey’s feelings on tliis disappointment must 
have been veiy acute; yet he had philosophy 
enough to conceal them, even frpm his friends, 
judging, as we may do, from his announcement to 
the king of the failure of his plans : 

“Sire, — After my most humble and lowly, re- 
commendation, this shall only be to advertise your 
highpess, that after greaf and strong altercation 
and contrariety, which have depended between the 
cardinals in the conclave, they at last resolved fully 
and determined (the faction of France abandoned) 
to elect and choose either my Lord Cardinal de 
Medicis or me, which deliberation coming to the 
knowledge of the nobles and citizens of Rome, 
they alleging that the affairs of Italy being in 
train, as they then were, it should be to the ex- 
treme danger thereof to choose a person absent ; 
made sundry great acclmnations at the conclave 
window ; whereby the cardinals being in fear, not 
only of the inconvenience like to ensue unto Italy, 
but also of their own persons, albeit they were in 
manner imncipally bent upon me, yet, for es- 
chewing the said danger and murmm’, by inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, without further difficulty 
of business, the 19th day of the last month, elected 
and chose the said Cardinal de Medicis, who im- 
mediately was published pope, and hath taken the 
name of Clement VII. of which good and for- 
tunate news, such your highness hath much cause 
tft thank Almighty God for, forasmuch as he is 
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not only a perfect friend, and faithful to the same ; 
but that also, much the rather by your means, he 
hath attained to this: and for my part, -as I take 
God to record, I am more joyous thereof, than if 
it had fortuned upon my person, knowing his ex- 
cellent qualities most mete for the same, and how 
great and sure a friend your grace and the em- 
peror be like to have of him, and I so good a 
father ; by whose assumption unto that dignity, 
not only your and the said emjwror’s affairs, hut 
also aU Christendom, shall undoubtedly come to 
much better and mor§ prosperous perfection ; like 
as upon the first knowledge thereof the French- 
man be already departed from Myllayu, and passed 
a river towards France called Tycino, trusting 
that the next news which shall come from thence 
shall be of their arrival at home ; wherein, as I 
shall have further knowledge, so I shall advertise 
your highness thereof accordingly. And thus Jesu 
preserve your most noble and royal Estate. 

“ At my poor house besides Westminster, the 
7th day of December. 

“ By your mok humble chaplain, 

" T. Cakd. Ebok.” 

Some have considered this letter as a most su- 
perb specimen of hypocrisy ; but making fair al- 
lowances, there must be some truth, at least, in it : 
for it cannot be doubted, that Wolsey, his own 
election having failed, must have been better 
pleased to see the tiara conferred upon de Medicis 
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than upon Colonna, the other candidate, who was 
not likely to have been either so Mendly or so 
favourable to the English cause in general, or to 
Wolsey’s own views in particular; besides, the 
state of the pope was not at that period very 
agreeable, owing to the powerful factions in Italy, 
as well as the hostility of France. It has been 
suggested also that his eagerness for the title of 
HLs Iloliness” may have abated, in consequence 
of the cool reflection that he could not thereby 
mend his station, live in greater splendour, or be 
mure useful to, or courted |>y> all the princes in 
Europe, though he might add to his title of Emi- 
nence, and Grace, the latter of which was, in fact, 
a royal address, that of majesty having yet scarcely 
been introduced into common use. 

Soon after the election of Clement VII., that 
pontiff wrote to Wolsey, notifying his advance- 
ment to the pontificate, and renewing his appoint- 
ment as legate a latere ; so that the Cardinal’s 
rank and power remained in England, the same 
as before his disappointment. Some delay or mis- 
understanding was, however, coipected with this, 
as appears from a subsequent lettertoSecretaryPace 
at Rome, when he says, “Albeit I am right well 
assured that ye have, to the uttermost and best of 
your power, endeavoured and employed yourself to 
the ol>taining of the bull of legation, now granted 
unto me by the Pope’s Holiness ; yet ncvertherless, 
to be plain with you, as one in whom I have my 
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singular trust and confidence, I esteem somewhat 

more strangeness to be showed imto me than my 

merit requires, in that there hath been diMculty 

made to amplify my faculties, per non famUiare, 

and such other things as' be contained in my in- 
■* 

structions given to my lord of Bath, supposing 
verily ye, having familiar and perfect acquaintance 
with the Pope’s Holiness^ may, by yomr dexterity 
and wisdom, do so much to the remedying thereof, 
if as of yourself alone ye do sometimes repair unto 
his Holiness, putting the same by good means and 
introduction into remembrance of my merits, and 
faithful mind towards him, as well in minoribus 
as now, showing furthermore how, by Pope Leo’s 
grant, and Pope Adrian’s, who passed my legation 
with as large faculties as now I have ad quin- 
quennium, and so from 5 years to 5 years during 
my life. I know right well how that, for the 
prerogatives the king’s highness hath in this 
realm, as for other cauSes, all the profits that may 
arise of my legation, having also all the amplifica- 
tion of the faculties aforesaid, will not be worth 
1000 ducats by year, whatsoever report ti^y 
be made to his Holiness to the contrary, by some 
that might suppose and think that great revenues 
might grow thereffom.” 

These, and the other politic instructions con- 
tained in this letter, were so effectual, that in a 
short time, one of the embassy, Mr. Hannibal, 
was enabled to write, that the King and Cardinal 
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were so much hi favour with the pope, that Avhat- 
ever they should ash, his Holiness would readily 
grant ; and Secretary Pace also wrote that the 
pope had taken a ring from off his own‘finger, and 
not only presented it to. him, but even put it on 
his (Mr. Pace’s) finger himself ; at the same time 
expressing his high value both for his Majesty 
and the Cardinal ; adding fiirther, that it would 
be a singular pleasure to him, to have the opixir- 
timity of placing this valuable present on his 
Eminence’s finger. 

Soon after Wolsey was appointed perpetual 
legate, with enlai’gcd commissions, for the visiting 
and refonn of religious houses ; and such was his 
authority, that he is said to' have been revered as 
])ope in England. 

That Wolsey’s want of success as to the pope- 
dom was owing to want of bribery is boldly as- 
serted by Barnes, in his supplication to Henry 
VIII. when speaking of Poiie -Clement, he says 
that “ furthemore, he that is a whore’s ’son, as 
our Holy Father is now, and can fynde the ineanes 
that xii men will forswore th^ selfe, that he is 
lawfully home, os this holy Clement dyd. This 
is a fite father, for sttche chyldren. Finally,’ he 
y’ can gyve most money, and bye the greatest 
parte of cardynalles o^^his syde, he is best worthy 
to be called pope, and to syt in Peter’s stoole. 
For it can not be unknowen to you. howe that 
Thomas Woulcy, an holy pyllcr of your churche. 
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wolde have ben pope, when this Clement was 
chosen, and he d^d ofre for it a reasoii^ble peny : 
But Clement dashed hym out of ^mistyrte with 
XX. M. li. (£S0,000) more than he offc^,.0Od so 
he was judged best worthy, and entered ip law- 
fully, aud regularly.'* 

Yet, leaving bribery out of the question, other 
fair reasons may have operated sensibly against 
him ; but that he had, or* was supposed by some 
to have, a fair cliance of the tiara, is evident from 
a letter of ChristopW Longolius, or Loi^eil, of 
Padua, addressed to Octayian Grimoald ; in which 
he expressly says, that he understands Wolsey, 
whom he calls the chief prelate of England, is 
elected to the popedoni,: but then he adds, that if 
tliis be true, nothing more wohcterful had ever 
happened either in pre^pt (jjf times. He ob- 
jects that so from his being u constant at- 
tendant on the conclave, and residing is Borne, he 
was, in fact, a new mpn, above all, pn English- 
man, one who had ney« been' seen in Ihdy» and 
who was scarcely known, even' by sight, by those 
who had thus elected him.’ imagined that 
Wolseys success Mis owing tb the idea that the 
peace and tranquillity of the Christian republic 
depmided upon Mm, ^m the part he had already 
acted in European poUtics ; ^but he adds in a post- 
script, that he has just received lettem that afford 
him very little hopes of any good resulting to the 
Churdi, from the supposed Section. 
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. Notwithstanding Wolsey*8 anxiety for the tiara, 
what he may be supposed to have suffered 
from his disappointment, he was not backward, 
as before noticed, in sending to the English em- 
bassy at Rome, fbr the new pontiff, not only 
the king’s gratnlations, bat also his own. It 
was still to him an object of importance to main- 
tain the Imperial influence at the papal court, in 
opposition to that of France : and he therefore 
endeavoured strongly to impress upon the notice 
of the condav^the brilliant sutcess of the English 
army then in France. Clement, however, still 
leaned to French politics, and shortly after, Wolsey 
seemed particularly desirous, not of carrying on 
the war, but of mediating a peace between France 
and the Emperor, in whidi he endeavoiuvd to 
persuade the pope to jidn, even offering as terms, 
that the Duke of Milan should marry either the 
Frendi king’s daughter, or his queen’s sister ; and 
in failure of issue by such marriage, then Milan 
should descend to the French crown, but to be 
holden of the Emperor and his successors. 

But this anxiety fbr peace did not last long in 
the Cordinid’s mind, siiice we find by a letter of 
his to our ambassador in Spain*, that when the 
queen mother of France, in June 1524, sent a 
monk privately to him with overtures of pacifica- 
tion, he lost no time either in deliberation or ne- 


♦ Brit. Mns Harl. Coll. No. 297 29. 
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gotjation, but in half mi hour sent him back'with 
the answer that Henry deiQandted,the whole r^alm 
and crown of France, wi& M^(^^a^y;,,Oascony, 
Guienne, and all jtependendes, ^ his |^t and 
rightful inheritance, wroi^fiiily Obtained him 
by the French king, and the re^ovety d^^which 
he would not fail to prosecute to the utmost of 
his power. 

Indeed, we can scarcely suppose that he was 
sincere in those paci&: uvcHures, since the war 
had then scarcely commeiwsed : the Duke of Suffolk 
having only been appointed in Augdst to command 
the invading army, whidh soon af^r marched into 
the very heart of France ; but was paralysed in 
its operations by the defiicimi|(4^ Imperial 

army, both as to provisions fnd men. Some delay, 

. however, took place in thc^ ivarlike operations, im 
consequence of the sufferings of the Fnglish army, 
from a sevme winter; perhaps in some measure 
also from a political jealousy, whkh at that mo- 
ment mutually e:^st^ het^wenn Henry and the 
Emperor. 

The earl haying Htumed at the close of the 
campaign, completely recovered the good c^inion 
of the kmg^ and Wjis spon after s^ down,to Scot- 
land, whmh yras, t^en in great confusian, during 
the minority of James y« enp the intrigues of 
the powerful nobles for the tegunoy. In thfse 
the queen mothtf , Henry’s sister, participated so 
much, that she even quarrelled with her second 
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hufibaud^ the Earl of Angus, and forced hini to 
retire into England, from whence Wolsey had ad- 
vised Her to recal him as early as September ; 
but when in November fallowing she thought, her- 
self, of coming to England, the Cardinal most stre- 
nuously opposed it, as appears by a letter to the 
Earl of Surrey*. 

But, to return to matters nearer home, we may 
observe, that the extreme lust of ecclesiastical 
power which marked every period of Wolsey’s 
life is in the course of the ensuing year particu- 
larly illustrated by a letter which he wrote to the 
Bishop of London, then on a temporary embassy 
at Rome, respecting the extension of his bull of 
perpetual legation by, Clement. He there saysf 
— “ Albeit I am right well ^sured that you have 
to the uttermost and best of your power endea- 
voured and employed yourselfe to the obtayning 
of the bull of legation, now granted to mee by the 
Pope’s holynes, yet nevertheless to be plaine with 
you, as in one in whome I have my singular trust 
and confidence, 1 esteem somewhat more strangnes 
to bee showed unto mee, tian any ♦ ♦ ♦ * require, 
in that there hath bin difficulties made to amplifie 
my fficulties and non familiares, and such other 
things as bee conteyned in instrucions given to 
my lord of Bath. Supposing verilie y* yon havinge 
familiar and p'fect acquaintance with the Pope’s 

* Brit. Mas. Cott. col. B. ii, 5. 

t Brit. Mns. Ays. col. No. 3839. {>. 1G9. 
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Holiness may by your dexteritie and wisdomc doe 
miich to y* recommending thereof, if as y r selfc 
yon alone sometyme doe repaire imto bis Holines, 
putting y* same by good manner and introducion 
in remembrance of my merits and.faithfbb mind 
towards him, as well in minoribus as now; show- 
ing furthermore how by Pope Leo’s grant, and 
by Pope Adrian’s, who passed my legation with 
as large faculties as I now have, ad quinque'n, so 
from five years to five years promised by y' special 
breves to p’ro^n y* same de quinquenio in quin- 
quen during my life.” — ^He then goes on to state 
— ** I know right well how, as well for the p'roga- 
tives of the King’s Highnes hath in this realme, as 
for other causes, all the p'fi^s that male arise of 
my legation, havinge also all y* amplification of 
y* faculties aforesaid, will not be worth 1000 
ducats by year, w* soever report may be made to 
his holynes to the contrarie by such as might sup- 
pose and thi^ that great revenue^ might grow 
thereof. And you may side, though you p"ceive 
y* I repute and esteenm y' benevolence as much 
and as hlghlie as the same is worthie to be taken, 
yet nevertheless, you Imotv mee to bee one thqt 
can well note 'and consider y* qualities of y* said 
bull, and w* emolument, honbur, and benefit shall 
ensue unto mee thereby more than I had befofe 
by the grant of other popes, to whom 1 was not 
entirely dedicated as unto his holines. 

“ Wherefore you may say yo“ opinion is, as of 
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yourselfe in signe and completion of a speciall 
grace and more large favor towards me than to 
others gcn'allie, he shotild amplifie the said bull 
of legation, with the said other faculties, or 
rather* with more, which th«a shall bee a very 
demonstration and manifest appearance y* his 
holynes singularly tendereth and loYeth mee, 
whereof I may take siich rejoice ^d comfort, as 
praise male bee hereafter to the contentac'on of 
his holynes. 

“And thus by good manners 40 * use yourselfe 
ill this matter, without knowledge that it p'ceedeth 
from mee, by yo* politi<|ue handling not onely the 
said faculties may bee extended to my desire, but 
also the Pope’s holynes to know there ,by w‘ it 
is that hee hath done for mee, and what of likely, 
hood is my expectacon. In which yo' doeing 
yee shall administer unto mee singular pleesure 
to bee amongst others remembered accordingly: 
and hartely fare *yu well. 

“ At my place beside Westnf, y* last day of ffe- 

bniary. Y' loving frende, 

“ T. Card'". Ebor.” 

# 

« 

That Wolsey should have been so very anxious 
for the increase of bis leganj^e power is not sur- 
prising, even when we redlct on his then existing 
authority. In fact, the legantine court was now 
a species of English popedom ; and though it has 
lieen repeatedly asserted that the court as esta- 
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blish^ by Wolsey, gave to the people sufficient 
reason to complain of a vast and rapacious power, 
unknown to the constitution, and boundless in its 
capricious decrees, against which there was no re- 
dress, nor even appeal ; yet it is rather a remark- 
able counter fact, that Wolsey’s legantine conduct, 
in this court at least, fanned no part of the charges 
against him. The legality of its establishment 
was, indeed, called in question ; but no complaint 
was made of its exercise of power, from whence 
the inference may fairly be drawn that no abuses 
had really been committed by it. 

But even to this legantine power some opposi- 
tion was made ; not indeed by the laity, but by 
the members of religious houses, especially by the 
friars observant, who positively refused to admit 
of, Wolsey, or any of his officers, exercising the 
right of visitation claimed’ under the papal bull. 
But the Cardinal soon found a method of getting 
over this difficulty, by putting the ecclesiastical 
laws in force, when nineteen of the order were 
accused publicly at St. Paul's Cross, by Friar 
Forest, one of their own fraternity*. He even 
went further, in procuring an explanatory bull, 
from Clenient VII., after the l^ntine power was 
conferred upon hiin for life, in which the pope 
says, that out of the plenitude of his power, and 
in regard to the Cardinal’s great zeal for religion, 

* This FoxWt was aftwwtwds ^nged, 30th of Henry VIII. 
fi»r denying the king's sopimacy. 
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his extraordinary virtue, probity, and merits, and 
to the end that vice and the Lutheran heresy 
might be extirpated, he gave to his legate full 
authority to visit all religious houses, whether 
claiming exemption or not ; to reform and punish 
suclx members of them as might deserve it ; and 
even, if necessary, to eject or to deprive tliem, in 
spite of all appeals, or pretended privileges. 

Backed by these concessions, and by the royal 
favour, the Cardinal proceeded in his plans, and 
the first proof of his determination was on the 
1 0th of May, when he procured the king’s consent 
for suppressing the monastery or priory of St 
Fridei^ed. He was, however, too much occupied 
by foreign politics, at this moment, to dedicate as 
much time as he wished to his home plans ; and 
tlierc appears to have been much rmderliand diplo> 
matic intrigue caiTied on by France, through die 
medium of an incognito envoy, facetiously; and in 
some measure ignorantly, called Jokin by cotem- 
|H>rary annalists ; but whose real name was Jo- 
uhTies, or Joachin de Passano, liord de Vaux, as 
is pi’oved by a subsequent negotiation for the ar- 
rears of Mary’s dowry. 

The residence of this Joachin, or Jokin, as he is 
called by our old writers, did not fail to exdte 
considerable jealousy at the imperial court; one 
anecdote connected with whidi shows that Wol- 
sey, if he did nbt feel, could at least affect mo- 
deration and candour : for we are told J[>y Grove^ 
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and also by Fiddes, that the Cardinal was not ill 
treated and misrepresented by the emperor’s am- 
bassador only, but it also appears that the Lady 
Margaret of Flanders, and a certain lord of her 
court, named Hogstra^, had spoken some words 
highly reflecting on him, which latter the lady 
having heard, she desired the same might be re- 
peated. This her request was, by Br. Knight, com- 
municated to th^ Cardinal, who directed that mi- 
nister to make a teplj to the following effect — ^that 
he had no inclination to renew and rejicat things of 
diiq>lea$nre, nor to hear p repetition of what had 
been accidentally spoken without any formed de- 
sign to his disadvantage. But on what account, 
or with what view soever the words were re- 
peated, the La^y Maig^et and that lord had made 
judgment of his conduct, for which he had given 
no just occasion ; and that whatever had been said 
in a passion or otherwise, her virtue and wisdom 
were so well known to the king and to himself, 
that therO could be no waut^>f due regard for his 
majesty, nor of good will towards him ; and that 
he would, therefore, no more reflect on what had 
passed, but desired that the lady might be assured 
she would alwaj^ find the king a firm, constant, 
and perfect fidend, and himself a faithful and 
loving son, ambitiotis of doing her honour and 
service 1 and that instead of recollecting words, it 
would be mepedi^t to attend to things of real 
tonseciuettCe to the common cause, wherein he 



298 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

* 

should continue to exert Uoisdf udth that ardour 
and sedulity which he had hitherto shown on all 
occasions. 

This is said to have had the desjlred effect* and 
to have put a stop, in stnue degree, to the ill-will 
engendered against him in that quarter. 

‘ It was indeed prudent in Wolsey* at the first 
discovering this, to chedk any political feeling 
against him that might eventually have given rise 
to diplomatic discussion; fbr with the affairs then 
upon his hands, he must have been sufficiently 
employed. Such indeed, as we nie tdd, and it 
may be presumed upon good authority, were his 
extensive diligence and attention, at tins moment, 
to the affairs of state, both intmmal and foreign, 
that his negotiations were not confined to the 
courts of Rome, Germany, Venice, and the Low 
Countries, but were extended to all the courts of 
Europe, so fiir as the interest of his master was 
concerned; and though he was now so glorious 
an encourager of lelming and learned men, yet 
he neglected not' to fulfil his judicial offices to the 
full contentment of the suitors./ We see also, by 
a letter to the Bishop df Bath, Heory’s envoy at 
Rome, on subjects relative to civil as well as re- 
ligious*affidrs, particularly in r^iard a report 
of the pope being disposed to'adoptj French in- 
terests, that still, notwithstanding hia 8|^tach>nent 
tothe papal court, he would nfl^sactifioe-to bin love 
for her either the honour of his mjSiter, or the in- 
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terests of his native country. Yet those interests 
he sometimes forgot when, disdaining the consti- 
tutional call on parliament, he attempted, as in 
this year, to raise money by forced loans. It is 
true that the Cardinal, by his personal mcertions, 
.was enabled to carry things with a high hand over 
the city, yet in the country a spirit of independ-* 
cnce Avas banning to show itself, which augured 
better times. Even idle dei^ opposed him on 
this specihc occasion ; • for when commissioners 
were sent to them for the fourth part of their 
lands and moveables, they were told by the priests 
that they would pay nothing, except it* were 
granted by convocation. They even represented 
that no King of England had ever yet asked for 
any man^s goods but by an order of the law ; but 
the commission they asserted was contrary to law, 
wherefore the Cardinal, and all the promoters 
thereof, WCre enemies to the king and to the com- 
monwealth ; and this they did not confine to pri- 
vate repr^ntations, but spoke of it openly from 
their pulpits. 

In fact, when the affair became generally known 
over the kingdmn, it produced much discontent ; 
or, as HaU describes it, howe the greate men 
toke it was maryell ; the poor cursed ; the riche 
repugned ; the lig^t wittes railed : but, in conclu- 
sion, all people cursed the Cardinal and his coad- 
heretttes, as subversors of the lawes and libertie of 
Englande. For thei saied, if men should geve 
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thdr goodes by a commission, then wer it worse 
then the taxes of Fraunce, and so Englande should 
be bond, and not free.” 

One instance of this resistance to oppression 
we shall relate. When the commissioners sal at 
Reading in Berks, the pet^le would on no account 
•agree to pay the sixth, which Was called for: but 
they willingly offered a twelfth, or twenty-pence 
in the pound ; and the commissioners appearing 
satisfied, said they would send to the Cardinal, 
and request him also to be satisfied with this offer. 
Lord Lisle wrote the letter, and Sir Ridhard Wes- 
ton, at the particular request of the gentlemen of 
the county, undertook to present it to Wolsey ; 
but the latter flew into a most violent rage, and 
said, that were it not that Lord Lisle's letter 
stated the affair to be only communed of but not 
concluded, it should have cost his lordship his 
head, and his lands should have been sold, “ to 
paie the kyng the values, that by him and you 
folishe commissiones he had lost, and all your 
lives at the kynge’s will : these wordes sore asto- 
nied Sir Richard Weston, but he said little.” 

Orders were then sent to the various commis- 
sioners not to swerve in the slightest degree from 
the instructions already given ; but nothing could 
stop the public miurmtirs. Schne cried out that 
the king never paid what he borrowed ; others, 
that whatever was granted, no good came of it ; 
whilst the majority complained that Wolsey sent 
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all the money .to Rome, to gratify the pope, aud 
to secure his own purposes. 

In these complaints there was, perhaps, but too 
much truth ; yet, in this very year, he was exhi- 
biting proofs of his disinterestedness, in the pro- 
jecting of two colleges, one to be preparatory and 
founded at Ipswich, the place of hia nativity; the . 
other at Oxford, to be called Cardinal College, but 
now Christ Church. 

It is generally believed, that in those two semi- 
naries Wolsey intended to have introduced quite 
a new system of education, in which the true mode 
of studying tlie classics was to have been adopted, 
in preference to the “ absiird sciences,” of which 
it is said by Posbrooke *, that their tendency was 
such as to create, not a man of science, but a 
mixture of the puppy, pedant, and pettyfogger ; 
a pelt, litigious, captious, vain, and osteutatioua 
character; quibbling, but not able; quick, but 
shallow ! 

Having obtained the royal permission, together 
with a bull from the pope, for the endowment of 
his Oxford College out of the funds of various 
suppressed monasteries, the Cardinal thought him- 
self justified in announcing his intention publicly 
to the university, and he soon after commenced it 
upon a most noble and extensive plan; which, 
however, as we shall see, was put a stop to in a 


* Fosbiooke's Monastic l/ifc. 
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veiy few years. Of this unfinished structure, Ro- 
dolph Walther, a German, said that Wolsey began 
a coll^ and built a kitchen; but he also built 
the Gate-houses, in which, unfortunately, he gave 
great offence to the jealous Henry, by setting his 
own arms above the royal shield. 

Though Wolsey did not retain the royal favour, 
nor live long enough to complete his intended 
plan, yet sufficient was done to show that, uniting 
public benefit with splendour, it would have ex- 
ceeded any similar* institution in Europe. Dal- 
laway observes, that Rome ^itself would not then 
have offered a retreat of science and learning so 
perfect and extensive in all its plans. It is im- 
possible, however, to judge 'f^ly of the intended 
plan from its present state; for being left un- 
finished upon Wolsey’s fall, though the foundation 
was resumed, and Christ Church established by 
royal authority in 1545, yet nothing particular 
was «done until 1638, when, as stated by tlie au- 
thor already quoted, the society designed to reduce 
the whole to unifinmity; but the civil war pre- 
vented its completion, which did not take place 

before 1665. Dallaway adds, that many alterations 

« 

were then made, but without taste ; that the clois- 
ter being removed, the area was sunk several feet, 
and a terrace raised round the quadrangle ; and 
that the parapet of the whole building was sur- 
rounded with rails in the Italian style, having 
globes of stone at regular distances — ^but by no 
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means con^ponding with the architecture of 
Wolsey. 



Other alterations have since taken place ; and 
the globes have been removed ; but still the eflTect 
is not so striking as it ought to be, or might have 
been. The effect produced by the coup d’ceil of 
the quadrangle, which forms an exact square, is 
by no means equal to that of Trinity College at 
Cambridge : it must he confessed, however, that 
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the quadrangle of Trinity is larger, whilst its ir- 
regularity, with*the greater variety of buildings 
which stuTound it, renders it peculiarly pictu- 
resque, far beyond the r^ularity and symmetry 
of Christ Church quadrangle. Yet Trinity pos- 
sesses nothing equal to the great hall, with the 
muguihcence of which every eye must be struck, 
as also with its space aud grandeur of proportion, 
and propriety of ornament. 

It may be recorded as a singular coincidence, 
that in the ground-plan towards the street there 
is a very striking resemblance of the front of 
ThUnhury Castle in Gloucestershire, built by Ed- 
ward Stafford, Duke of Buckingluun, whose ruin 
was said to have been effected by Wolsey, about 
the time that he first aneditateil the ctdlege. 

There have been various charges brought against 
Wolsey for the mode and manner in which these 
things were executed ; perhaps the statement, by 
flail, in his Chronicle, may be con<5idered as com- 
bining the most material, where he says, — “ this 
sceson, the Cardinal bi'yng in the kynge’s favor, 
obteined license to make a college at Oxford, and 
another at Ips\vyche ; and because he w'«mld geve 
no landes to the said colleges, he obteined of tlie 
Bishop of Home license to suppresse and p\it down 
diverse abbayes, priories, and monasteries, to the 

noniber of wherefore sodainly he entered, 

by his conimissioners, into the saied houses, and 
put out the religious, aud tooke all their goodes. 
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moveables, and scarcely gave to the poore wretches 
any thyng, except it wcr to the heddes of the 
house ; and then he caused thcxcheter to sit, and 
to finde the house voyde, as relynquished, aud 
founde the kyng founder, wher other men wer 
tounders, jukI with thes landes he endowed all his 
colleges, which he began so sumptuous, aud the 
scholars wer so proud, that cverie persoue judged 
that they wouhl not be good." — 

Nor wei’e these prognoslicatious in vain; for 
having in SepUnuber, 1524, procured a new bull 
from PoiKj Clement, with jurisdiction to visit ami 
reform all religious phwes, with an extension of 
all powers coufeiTod by former bulls, and that ac- 
companied by another bull fur the suppression of 
forty monasteries, to the amount of 3000 ducats 
per annum, it was soon found that Ileniy knew 
how to act upon the precedent without waiting 
for a papal bull, when he afterwards proceeded to 
seize upon the church lauds for his own pm'puses. 

With all this weight of ecclesiastical business 
u{)on Ills hands, the Cardinal was not inattentive 
to state alFairs, especially in Scotland, where the 
Duke of Norfolk was in the accredited character 
of the king’s agent, hut, iu fact, rather as his vice- 
roy. Wolsey had formerly sided with the Duke 
of Albany’s party, in opposition to tliat of the Earl 
of Angus ; but he appears now to have changed 
his politics, as there is a letter of the 15th of Sep- 

X 
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tember, in the British Museum*, in which he 
confers with the duke about bringing James V. 
into England, plots to seize upon the Scottish 
Chancellor, and lays down schemes to supplant 
Albany. In a subsequent 'letter also, from one 
Robert Lord, of the 2d of October, there are full 
and convincing proofs of the bribery which Wolsey 
practised in that distracted country, with lists of 
various sums paid to the queen dowager, to the 
young king, and to many of the very first nobility. 

Thus by bribery and diplomatic skill, Wolsey 
was in fact the prime mover of the Em-opau 
courts, and the favourite of the European princes, 
who disdained not to secure him to themselves by 
counter bribery, or by the most fulsome adulation. 

We could adduce many instances of the flattery 
poured forth upon the Cardinal during his courtly 
power ; but two must suffice t. 

The King of Denmark thus wrote to him from 
Mechlin, on the 1st of December, 1.524, 

“ Christian, King of Denmark, Sweden, Noi-- 
way, &c. 

“ To oiur right reverend Father and Lord, the 
Lord Thomas, through the commiseration of God, 
Cardinal of St. Cecilia, Archbishop of York, Pri- 
mate of all England, &c., our long and most dearly 
loved friend and protector.” — 

• Cott. Col. b. vi. 227. ct'seq. 
t Brit. Mns. Ays. Col. No. 4166. art. 12. 
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From the flatteiy of a crowned head, we now 
turn to that of the Prior of Wimjhelcuiube ; or, as 
he signs himself, “ Richard. Minister of the un- 
worthy Monastery of Wiuchelcuinbo.” — 

“ Most reverend Father and Lord in Christ, Uie 
splendour an(f ornament of all Cardinals. 

“ Even fz’om this place, most glorious Cardinal 
and Prince, I could Iniug forward much, relative 
to the imblic commendation of your sauctitj', and 
to the general report of your singular virtues, «li<l 
I not understand those your most s])lcudid and 
divine virtues to be rather desirous of the venera- 
tion and silent admiration of mankind, than of 
their ^loudest praises. 

“ I send, as accompanying this present letter, 
to yom* serene Lordship, the Cai'diual, oli ! most 
clement Father, as a proof of love and the most 
faithfiU obedience, eight lampreys, in four separate 
pasties. 

“ In the sweetest power, throughout all the 
world, must holy Father and most worthy Lord, 
may your power and influence for ever live and 
flourish.” — 

We might close this section by recording, tliat 
on the I2th of October, 1524, the Cardinal, anxious 
to reform and to amend the medical system then 
pursued in England, obtained the royal patent to 
Dr. Linacre, auth9rLsing him to found three lec- 
tures, in the metropolis, to be called Linacre’s 
Lectures, from whence we may hail the dawn of 
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judicious medical science and practice: but we 
have reason to believe, in opposition to Burnet and 
other writers, that the Cardinal’s downfall may be 
dated even so early as this period, inasmuch as it 
was in this year* his fair enemy, Ai^e Boleyn, re- 
turned from France to her native country. She 
was the daughter, as indeed every body knows, of 
Sir Thomas Boleyn, Earl of Wiltshire, and was 
bom in 1507, about two years before Henry came 
to the throne. When between seven and eight 
years old, she was destined to enter upon the great 
theatre of the world, being taken over to Paris by 
the Princess Mary, and left there, on her second 
m^ringe, under the immediate patronage of the 
French queen, who was mqch pleased with her, 
even at that early age, for her beauty, elegance of 
manner, and lively wit ; but on .whose death, in 
1524, the Lady Anne returned to her paternal 
roof. 

That this lady must have been gifted with an 
extraordinary share of beauty, will not readily be 
doubted ; yet it is a fact, that the portrait shown 
for her at Hever Castle, in Kent, speaks very little 
in favom of her personal charms. Some historians 
too have written rather indecorously of her. 
Sanders, in particular, asserts that her shape vras 
very deformed and irregular, and that her actions 
in France were so loose, that she became notorious 
for her irregular life, yet was she very much ca- 
ressed at that court. But to these censures we 
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can attach little credit; for, if true, they must 
have been generally known, and it is not to be 
supposed tliat Heimy would have been the last 
man acquainted with them. 

Nor is it hkely that Katharine would have re- 
ceived her into her court and confidence, which 
. she did in the situation of maid of honoiu*, had 
there been any foundation for such reports, or 
even suspicion of impropriety. 

Besides, had she been so deformed, as Sanders 
represents, it is pot probable that Henry would 
have regarded her with eyes of desire, which there 
is reason to believe he did very soon after her 
return ; for it was not very long afterwards that 
he used his personal influence with Wolsey to put 
a stop to a love-affair between her and the young 
Lord Percy, son to the Earl of Northumberland, 
who was then one of the noble pupils in the Car- 
dinal’s household. 

Percy, it is said, had so far gained upon her 
affections, that she had agreed to a private mar- 
riage, when their intimacy became known ; but as 
the origin of Anne Boleyn’s dislike to the Cardinal 
has been differently related by various authors, 
perhaps a brief sketch of the statement, by Ca- 
vendish, may be interesting, and considered as ap- 
proadiing as near to the truth as any. 

He says, that amongst Wolsey’s titled attend- 
ants was the young Lord Percy, son to the Earl 
of Northumberland, who always accompanied him 
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■when lie went to court, more particularly so after 
he had seen the lovely Anne, recently appointed 
maid of honour to the queen, when many interviews 
took place between the youthful pair, and at length 
they went so far as to he contracted privately; but 
this reached Henry’s ear, who already loved her, 
and meant to have her for his own, though with- 
out marriage, his divorce being then unthought 
of, and he instantly desired the Cardinal to send 
for the Eai‘1 of Northumberland, and at the same 
time to take care personally to dissolve the con- 
tract between the parties, which he did, adding 
thereto a very sharp reproof to Percy, for having 
acted as he had done without the consent of either 
liis sovereign or father. 

The Earl of Northulfi^erland, on receiving the 
summons, instantly set off for the court; and pre- 
sented himself first to the Lord Cardinal, “ as all 
great jiersonages did, that in such sort were sent 
for, of wtuaMliev were advertized of the cause of 
their sendi^ for : and when the earle was‘ come, 
hee was presei||jy brought to the Cardinell into 
the gallery ; after whose meeting, ray Lord Car- 
dinell and he were in secret communication a long 
space ; after their long discoturse, and drinking a 
cup of wine, the earle departed, and at his going 
away, he sat downe at the gallery end in the hall 
ujKni a forme, and being sat, called his sonne unto 
him, and said” — ^but it is needless to repeat what 
he said, except to observe that he threatened him 
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with disinheritauce, having obtained tlic king's 
leave to change the descent to some , of his other 
sons, should he prove disobedient, requesting those 
of the household who stood round to be kind to 
him nevertheless, and to point out to him his 
faults — closing his sjieech with these words, which 
would not now Imj brooked in a protestaut coiintry, 
“ and son, goe your wayes unto my Lord your 
master, and serve him diligently.” 

This is of itself sufficient to shotv how rudely 
the Cardinal tyrannized even over the jjdest no- 
bility of the realm, who felt themselveoorced to 
crouch to him, lest they should incur lus displea- 
smu 

The contract, as the king desired, was speedily 
dissolved, and the youthful lover was forced to 
many a daughter of the Earl of Shrewsbury, to 
the great disqp|tcut of “ Mistds Anne,” whose 
ambition had not then soared higher than an earl’s 
coronet. She no sooner heard of the proceedings, 
and that the youthful Percy was ordered to avoid 
her company, than she declared openly that if it 
ever should lie in her power, she would be re- 
venged upon^Wolsey. This was soon rumoured 
abroad, when it came to the king’s antfCardinal’s 
ears — “ and so was she for a time discharged the 
court, and sent home to her father, wlierat she was 
much troubled and perplexed. For all this time 
she knew nothing of the king’s intended purpose.” 

Shortly after the marriage of Lord Percy, she 
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was recalled to the cotirt, where she soon hurst 
forth in all the appearance of power and splendour, 
a circumstance that excited many scandalous re- 
poiiis, though certainly without any just fouuda- - 
tion. Yet it must be acknowledged, that, agi'ee* 
able to modern ideas, her . conduct was chargeable 
with great indelicacy, for, as Cavendish quaintly 
states, “ She at last knowing the king’s pleasure, 
and the depth of his secrets, then began to look 
very haughtily and stout, licking no manner of 
rich ap|||vell, or jewels that money could pur- 
chase.” ^ 

That all tliis came from the king may be doubted, 
when it is understood that her apparent l^gh esti- 
mation with Henry induced many, both in and out 
of couit, to believe that she was Uie fountain of 
royal favour, and the only channel through which 
court applications could advantm|rausly be made. 
Tliis of course must have brougw her numerous 
presents, for bribery was then the order of the 
day ; and it is probable t^t such presents, not- 
withstanding what they pbviopsly implied, were 
seldom rehised. 

In the midst of idl this. Queen Katharine took 
all things *very coolly; appearing to hold her maid 
of honour in higher estimation than ever, and 
not even hinting at any cause of suspicion. In- 
deed, it is probable that Katharine alr^y 
awaro of being surrounded by enemies, and that 
even Wolsey himself was intriguing to dissolve 
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her marriage, in order to insure the papal chair to 
himself, by a renewed French connexion. 

But at this early |)eri<Ml, Ahne Boleyn was 
working the Canlinal’s disgrace ; for the principal 
nobility about the court, disgusted with the up- 
start tyranny and overbearing demeanour of the 
priestly favourite, held frequent consultations, and 
at length resolved to avail themselves of her in- 
fluencemth the kin^, to work his ruin. With their 
views and objects she was siHjedily made ac- 
quainted ; and she entered into them with great 
spirit ; but they were afraid yet to proceed to ex- 
tremities. Their plans, however, got wind ; and 
the Cardinal resolved to circumvent them by stand- 
ing forward as a candidate for the good will of the 
young favourite, for which purpose he gave fre- 
quent sumptuous entertainments, masques, balls, 
&c., to the king, to all of Avhich Anne was invited; 
insomuch that it was observed, “ now the Cardinal 
began to grow into such wonderful inventions not 
heard of before in England, and the love between 
this glorious lady and the king grew to such per- 
fection, that divers things were imagined,” of 
which we shall have subsequent occasion to take 
notice. 

It is a fact, not a little curious, and not generally 
known, that the first sight of Anne Boleyn by 
Henry, or rather their first moment of confidential 
intercourse, seems to have actually been by the 
connivance, or perhaps the appointment of Wol- 
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sty, for it took place at his archiepiscopal residence 
at Battersea, formedy called Bridge House, but 
afterwards York House, which name it still re- 
tains, reinaihing still in the see of York, but 
granted put on lease : and Manning, in his Sur- 
rey observes that it has been considerably altered 
by a recent occupier, who took down many of the 
old rooms. This is much to be regretted ; monu- 
ments of antiquity and of the olden time are de- 
caying, or wantonly destroyed, too rapidly: but 
the destruction of one of these apaitments, how- 
ever it may lie lamented by the lover of feudal 
remains, led to a discovery somewhat remarkable. 
This apartment was the painted chamber, superb 
lor that time, with a dome ceiling, and said to 
have l)een the one where Henry and Anne, first 
met, during a course of masquerades, and other 
entertainments, with which Wolsey frequently 
amused the mirth-loving king. When the floor 
Wiis removed, as stated by Manning, there was 
found under it a chased gold ring, on the inside 
of which was inscribed, “ Thy virtue is thy ho- 
nour,” — a fact which seems to bear an apt re- 
ference to the early days of Henry’s acquaintance 
with his future wife. . 

Doubts have indeed been entertained of the fact 
that Wolsey, who, when he was Archbishop of 
York, lived in as great and sometimes in greater 
state than the king himself, and was owner of two 
“ V.J. HI. i>. 334. 
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most magnificent palaces, shonld reside in a house 
M'^hich would not have contained half his retinue : 

so says Lysoms, who adds that, “ it is well known 

« 

that these entertainments were given at York 
House, Whitehall.” 

But the Cardinal, like the king, was sometimes 
fond of retiring to his smaller mansions, whore he 
might be, in some measure, incognito ; and this 
partial retirement may even have l)ecn necessary, 
as a relaxation in favour of health, fi*om the fa- 
tigues of state affairs, since he every day now found 
himself rising in wealth and power, and consequent 
business : for, indeed, the whole internal regula- 
tions of the kingdom were at his disposal, whilst 
in foreign affairs the same influence was allowed 
to him ; and the latter part of his office he trans- 
acted always like a man of business, lieiiig easily 
accessible to the whole diplomatic body of that day, 
which, however, was certainly not very numerous. 
Yet ajnidst all this 'hurry and bustle of home and 
foreign politics, he seems not to have been averse 
for conviviality ; his table being generally filled 
with noblemen and gentlemen, and the king him- 
self taking great /lelight in a frolicksome visit to 
my Lord Cardinal. 

For these royal visits careful preparation was 
always made, both as to the table and elegance of 
accommodation, together with all such amuse- 
ments of the day as could be invented or improved. 
Many of these sportive festivals consi.sted of ban- 
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quets set forth with masquers and mununers, 
fitted up in the most superb style then in fashion, 
and “ there wanted no damsells meete to dance 
with the masquers, *or to garnish the place, for the 
time, with variety of other pastimes. .Then was 
there divers kinds of music, and many choyce men 
and women singers appointed to sing, who had 
excellent voyccs.” 

On one occasion, the king wen^ to visit the Car- 
dinal in masquerade, accompanied by a d|||||D of 
ids most confidential friends all masqued, Ip^sed 
in garments cut like those of shepherds, but made 
of fine cloth of gold and silver wire. Six torch- 
bearers came next, with drummers and others; 
the whole masqued, and dressed in satin. Wolsey 
expected him ; but kept it secret, merely ordering 
some guns to be prepared at the water ‘gate, to be 
fired off On the arrival of any strangers. He had 
a party, both of ladies and gentlemen, with him 
at the time, enjoying a splendid banquet, who all 
started up in surprise when they heard the firing 
of the great guns, in some measure deranging the 
formality of the festival, which had been sedu- 
lously prepared by Lord Sands, then Lord High 
Chamberlain, and Sir Henry Guildford, Comp- 
troller of the Household. The order was that 
the tables were set in the chamber of presence 
covered, at tiie upper end of which was the Car- 
dinal under his cloth of state, to be served distinct 
from the rest of the party, who were arranged, a 
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lady and a nobleman, a gentleman and a gentle- 
woman along one side of all the tables through 
the whole suite of chambers ; but ail joined so as 
to form but one table. 

Scarcely were the company thus arranged, when 
the guns were discharged at the water-gate ; at 
which, the ladies and gentlemen wondered, or pre- 
tended to wonder, most sui^prisingly : and the 
Cardinal, with the same show of ignorance, de- 
sired Lord Sands to ascertain the cause of the 
salute. His lordsliip, and some others in the secret 
of this child’s play, proceeded to a window look- 
ing upon the river ; and, on their retimi, deelart'd 
that they supposed some noblemen and strangers 
were arrived at the bridge, perhaps coming as 
ambassadors from some foreign prince. To this 
report, Wolsey replied, “ I desire you, becau.se 
you can ^ak French, to take the pains to go 
into the hall, there to receive them into the cham- 
ber, where they shall see us, and all those noble 
personages being merry at our banquett, desiring 
them to sit down with us and to take part of our 
fare.” 

The persons, thus deputed, went to the ludi, 
where they received the strangers with much 
mysterious pomp, by the light of twenty torches, 
and they “conveyed up into the chamber,” says 
Cavendish, “ with such a number of drums and 
flutes, as I have seldom seoi t<^ther at one time 
and place.” 
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The masquers, now entering the chamber, pro- 
ceeded, two and two, to the Cardinal’s chair, and 
were by him “ saluted . very reverently wheu 
Lord Sands stood forward as master of the cere- 
monies, saying to Wolsey, “ Sir, forasmuch as they 
are strangers, and cannot speak English, they 
have desired me to declare unto you, that they 
haviug understanding of this your triumphant 
banquet, where are assembled such a number of 
fair dames, they could do no less, under the sup- 
portation of your Grace, than to view as well their 
incomparable beauties, as to accompany them at 
mvimckanc€f and after that to dance with them, so 
to beget their better acquaintance. And further- 
more they require of your Grace license to ac- 
complish this cause of tlieir coming.” 

To this the Cai'dinal replied that the strangers 
were welcome, and were perfectly at liberty to do 
as they requested ; and then the masquers pro- 
ceeded to salute all the ladies, and then, as Caven- 
dish describes it, “ returned to the most worthiest, 
and tliere opened the great cup of gold, filled 
with crowns aud other pieces to cast at. Thus 
perusing (a phrase not very comprehensible at 
this day) ** all the gentlewomen, of some they 
wonne, and to soipe they lost.” , 

The masquers now returned to the Cardinal, 
Saluted him with great reverence, and poured 
down before him all their gold, amounting to 
more than two hundred crowns. “At all!” ex- 
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claimed lie, and rattling Ills box, lie tlirew and 
won it, which was made a source of great apiiarent 
joy and rejoicing. After this lucky hit, Wolsey 
said to the Lord Chiunberlaiii, “I pray you go 
tell them, that to me it seemeth that there should 
be a nobleman amongst them, that better deserves 
to sit in this place than I : to whom I should 
gladly surrender the same, according to my duty, 
if I knew him on which Loi’d Sands addressed 
the masquers in French, repealing the Cardinal’s 
roquet, to which they answered in a whisper, 
when Sands replied to Wolsey, “ Sir, they con- 
fess that amongst them is such a noble personage, 
whom if your grace can jioint out from the rest, 
he is I'ontented to disclose himself, and to accept 
of your place most willingly.” ' 

Then up rose the Cardinal, went amongst the 
strangers, appearing to hesitate in his choia*, and 
at last said — ** It seemeth to me that the gentle- 
man with the black beard should be he:” then, 
as if believing himself right, seized a aip in his 
hand, and very politely and ceremoniously offered 
his chair to Blackbeard. “ But the Cardiiiell was 
mistaken,” adds Cavendish with great naivet/% 
“ for the person to whom he offered his chair was 
Sir Edward Nevill, a coineljt knight, and of a 
goodly personage, who did more resemble his 
majesty’s person than way other in the masque.” 

This apparent mistake of the politic and then 
playful Cardinal seems not to have been precon- 
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certed with any one, but himself ; for the king 
took it as a real mistake, and laughed most heartily 
at it, and “ pulled down his vizard, and Sir Edward 
Nevill’s also, with such a pleasant countenance 
^nd cheere, that all the noble estate desired his 
Highnesse to his place.” 

Henry then replied, in his own character, that 
lie would retire to alter his dress, which he did in 
Wolsey’s bed-chamber, attiring himself in a most 
superb dress. During 'his absence, the whole of 
the banquet was removed,* when the tables* were 
again covered with new and highly perfumed 
cloth, the guests sitting quietly in their places 
until his majesty returned, accompanied by his 
fellow masquers, and in court dresses. Henry then 
took the seat of eminence under the clotli of estate, 
the guests all rising up ; but he commanded them 
to keep their places, and presently a new service of 
tu'o hundred dishes was brought in, of which they 
all partook most heartily. After dinner, or supper 
rather, dancing commenced, which lasted until 
morning, “ which much rejoyced the Cardinall, to 
see his Soveraigne.Lord so pleased at his house.” 
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SECTION VII. 

1525—1627. 

Decline of Foreign Influence— Founds Christ Church College 
— Forced Loans; and Insurrections — Contest with the 
(’ity— War in Italy-^S^rct political Intrigues — Battle of 
Pavia, and French King made Prisoner — Sequestration of 
Religions Houses — ^Diplomatic Intrignes— Liberation of 
tlie King of Prance— Encouragement of maritime Dis- 
covery — Hampton-Court— Political Satires— Royal Dis- 
pleasure — Alarm at public Feeling— Ipswich School — 
Popular tiiscotttents— Pope made Prisoner, and Rome 
taken b^ihe Dnfcdof Botirboti*s Army— Reliance of Foreign 
Nations upon England— Embassy to France, courtly Anec- 
dotes, dec.— IIeni*y'8 Coldness towards the Cardinal— Em- 
bassy from France— Courtly Ceremonies, Anecdotes — 
Festivities* at Hampton-Court — Reformers persecuted— 
Ilampton-Court given up to the King— Popular Opprobinm 
against Wolscy— ASatr of the Earl of Kildare, &c. &c. 

i ^ * 

It was noticed fay polkicians, at the time when 
this section commences* a^d soon perceived by 
Wolsey himself, that he was sinking in favour with 
tlic Emperor Charles V., a drctunstance said to 
have arisen from the negotiations wjth the French 
agent. Joking already spdiln In Iket, the Im- 
perial aihfaaasad^r, as early as the 9ih of April, 
left England, offended, as was then believed, by 

Y 
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the reception which Joldn met with from the Car- 
dinal; but the true cause was never distinctly 
known, as he set off 'AriHiout taking leave of the 
king, cai'dinal, or any official person, ,(He travelled 
with such haste into Spun, throng .France, that 
he arrived at the Imperial const before an En- 
glish embassy, which had departed nearly a month 
bi'fore him. Through his import, as generally 
stated, not only were the ambassadors unsuccessful, 
but the accustomed favour, whi(ffi the emperor 
and Ids council bad hitherto shown to the English, 
was evidently on the decline, and the emperor 
withdrew his good opinion from tlie Cardinal, 
which the Cardinal soon perceived.” 

That this personage, so familiarly termed 
“.Tokhi” by cotemporary annalists, was in reality 
a messenger from France, but unaccredited as a 
public agent, is dear from the drcuipstances con- 
nected witli his reception ; for he waf kept close 
concealed in the house of Dr. Larke, a prebendary 
of St. Stephen’s, whither the Cardinal repaired 
every day. in the most private naanner to consult 
with lum. There he rdnaindl until the 24th of 
February, when he was brought to London, but 
still kept incognito. These certainly were cir- 
cumstances completely calculated to justify the 
sttsindons of the Imperial ambassador; indeed, 
some latee historians consider them as indis- 
putable proo& that this seerd mission was the 
foundation of Hie subsequent dishonourable peace 



AND HIS TIMES. .^2S. 

with FtanC(^, when that monardi was reduced to 
the last extremity, by the loss of the battle of 
Pavia, where both he and Henry of Navarre were 
takeUkprisotiers. « 

In the midst of all this political change and 
bustle, the Cardinal seems to have preserved great 
magnanimity ; if we may judge from the steady 
hand with which he adhered to his purposes in 
favour of education, and of classic literatiure : for 
we find ^t on the fiOth of March he laid the 
foundation stone of his proposed college at Oxford ; 
and for the hhrary of which he actually took 
measures to obtain copies of all the Greek and 
other MSS. then stored up in the Vatican, during 
the dawn of r^ved literature undor the Medici 
family. The king^ letter authmdsing this fi)unda- 
tion was not drUtyn up until the ISth Of July ; 
but in the intern much was done to com}dete the 
funds necessiiy^ fbr its support. In March, we 
find a bull from Clement VII. to dissolve Tiptre 
Priory, in E^sc^, for that purpose ; and the Abbey 
of Lesnes in Kent, with the monastery of Begham 
in Sussex, were -both granted to him by the king ; 
the pHory of St. Lawrence de Blakemore in Essex 
was Suppre^ed, and the rectory of Marybone 
given to Woii^, with licence to appropriate it to 
the Dean hfid (knnms of C9nrist>diurch ; but they, 
for they were .alt^a^ appointed, at his request 
granted it id tile mastec and scholars of the school 
at Ipswich, tiieM in a state of preparation. 

Y 2 



324 


WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 


But busier scenes soon took place, both in 
home and foreign politics ; for Henry being now 
anxious to cai’ry the war into the heart of France, 
notwithstanding the imperial suspicion of ^uble- 
dealing, but in want of means to do so, it 'was 
determined in council to send commissions into 
evciy county to examine into every man’s means, 
and to levy one si^cth either in. money or plate ; 
a ineasiure which produced very stroug remou- 
straiicis, on thg gi'ound that wrong was offered, 

and the ancient customs and laws broken, which 

* 

decreed tliat no man should be charged with pay- 
ments except such as were granted by the three 
estates of the realm in parliament. Indeed the 
burthen was considered so grievous, both as to its 
principle and the sum to be levied, that the people 
soon appeared to |)e in a state of dangerous com- 
niotiou, the public spirit of England then begin- 
ning, though hardly daring, to show itself ; but 
sufficient w'as known to convince both the king 
and the Cardinal that something must be dune 
to check the spirit of resistance whidi actually 
threatened a rebellion. 

With regard to Henry himself it is rather a 
curious fact, which, if true, manifests how much 
the ('ordinal dared to do under ^adow of the 
royal authority, that when the extent! of pro- 
bable ill-consequences was expired to him, he 
openly declared that he never knew 'of the de- 
mand, and be imstantly gave orders for his letters 
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to be sent to the city of London and to other 
places, worded in the gentlest manner, and i«)si- 
tively stating that he did not ask for any specific 
sum, but merely so much as his losing subjects 
would grant to him of their own goo<l will towards 
the maintenance of his wars. 

All this marks Wblsey’s tortuous ludicy, who 
now found it necessary not only to teacfi his 
royal master how to act the jesnit, but also to 
play the same part Imnself. Accordingly on the 
26th of April, he summoned the lord*nmyor, al- 
dermen, 'and many of the principal members of 
the common-edimdl, to meet him at Westminster; 
when he assured them that the king most gra- 
ciously considered the great love, i^eal, and obe- 
dience Wliich they bore tmto him, "and when like 
loving subjects, without any grudge or gain-saying 
of your loving minds, you have granted the sixt 
part of all your goods and sulwtance freely to he 
jiaid according to the sixt valuation, the which 
loving grant and good niind he so kingly accepted, 
that it was inaiweile to see;” — ^but he Uien boldly 
and unblushingly asserted that he himself, con- 
sidering their great losses and heavy charges, and 
the readiness with which at all times they had 
obeyed all the king’s demands and comniissions. 
had taken c;>i e to have the Idng informed thereof, 
for which his majesty gave them hearty thanks ; 
on which he had kneeled down to his grace, 
showing him both their good minds towards him. 
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and also the charges continually s^stained by them, 
whence at his (Wolse 3 r’s) desire and petition, the 
king was now content to recal and abrogate the 
commission. He then continued, with a grave 
face, to assure them that although ^ king, by 
reason of their own grants, might have demanded 
the sixth as a very debt, yet he was still content 
to release and pardon the same, and would take 
nothing from them but their benetolenoe; "where- 
fore,” added he, " take heae with you the king’s 
letta, and* let it be read to the commons, and 1 
doubt not but you will gladly doe as loving sub- 
jects would doe.” 

This Solemn farce bein^ over, the lord mayor 
and citizens retired, and two days after, the king^s 
letter was read in the common council, when a 
deputation of foul^aldermen and tstelve common 
council men was 'sent to Hampton Court, where 
the Cardinal then Was, to thank him for his kind- 
ness to the dly : but Wolsey, on pretence of 
business, refused to see them ; a measure whicli 
gave great offence to ^e deputation, and to the 
corporation at large. 

Something, however, to be done ; and ac- 
cordingly, each of the aldermen ealled a meeting 
of his ward, and ** gently moved” them to grmit a 
benevolence : but this was sturdy refused, on the 
ground that they had paid enough before " with 
many eviOworte.” 

This backwardness on the part tiie citizens 



AND HIS TIMES. 


327 


did not suit the politiis of the court ; therefore on 
the 8th o£ May, Wolsey again sent f<nr the mayor 
and aldermen, who informed him of what they had 
done ; when the haughty &vourite exdaimed, — 
“ You have no such commission to examine any 
man. 7am conlmissioner, /will examine 
yon one by one m 3 rself ; and then I shall know the 
good will that you bear to yoxur prince ; fur 1 will 
ask a benevolence of you in bis name.*' 

To this the recorder replied that, by the law, 
no such benevolence cquM be asked, nor could any 
man be so examined, being contrary to the statute 
made in the first of Ridiard III. He added tluit 
some persons being brought thus before the C'ar- 
dinal might through fear grant that whidi all their 
Uvea after they would repent ; whilst others, in 
hope of acquirii^ fitvour, migiM* grant more Uion 
thdr own means would admit of, and thus be 
tempted to run in debt to make good their offers, 
— so that by dreadful gladness, and fearful bold- 
ness, men shall not be roasters of themselves, but 
as men disroaied shall gmtii tlnd, that thek wives 
and children shall sore xew !” 

To this remonstrance the Cardinal, we arc told, 
listened very patieptlyi and answered quietly, — 
Sir, 1 mary^ that you speak of Hichard III., 
udiich was an. usurper and nrortherer of his own 
nephewes s th^, ,of so eviU a man, how can the 
acts be good ? Make no such allegations ! His acts 
be not homwable T To such bai’daced sophistry 
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it is difficult to find an .anWer except contempt 
and utter denial ; but the recorder coolly replied, 
— and it please your Grace, although he did 
evill, yet in his time irere many good acts made, 
not by him only, but by the consent of the body 
of the whole realm, which is the Parliament.” 

Wolsey felt rather staggered at this steady con- 
duct on the part 'of the citizens, and the Lord 
Mayor, Sir William Bailey, seems to have noticed 
it, and with great ingenuity to have turned the 
Cardinal’s judgments against him ; for, in refer- 
ence to the assertion that the proceedings of the 
corporation had been illegal, Bailey instantly knelt 
down and besought, or rather remonstrated, that 
“ sith it was enacted by the common councell of 
London, that every alderman should sit in his own 
ward for a benevolence to be granted, which hee 
perceived to be against the law, that the same act 
by the same common cguncell might be revoked, 
and no otherwise.” 

“ Well !” replied Wotoey, “ I am content. But 
now will 1 miter into Bie king’s commission. ■ You 
maior, and jmu master isldennen, what will ye 
give?” “ My Lord,” said the mayor, “ I pray 
you ,pardon me ; for if I should enter into any 
grant, it might fortune to cost me my Ufe.” 

“ Your lift !” exclaimed the Cardinal, " that is 
a marvdlous word ! For your good will towards 
tlie king, will the citizens put you in jeopardy of 
your life? That were strange ! for if they would 
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that way, then must the king come with a strong 
power them to oppresse: wherefore, siieake no 
more such words.” He paused, and apparently 
studying a little, added# “ my lord mayor, let you 
and your citizens, if you be grieved with any thing 
in this demand, humbly, and after a good fashion, 
come to me, and I shall so inti^t yon, that you 
shall be content, and no displeasure ailse : and so, 
I pray you, shew your neighbours.” Thus ended 
the conference, the mayor and aldermen well know- 
ing that even if they had agreed to any demand.s 
on the part of the Cardinal, still would the same 
have been refitsed by the common council. 

A meeting was called, however, on the ensuing 
day, ths 9th of May, when the common coumfil 
were informed oi what had passed, and that by 
the Cardinal’s determination diey were to go up 
to him severally, and privily, to grant what they 
would ; but ^ds was received with great indigna- 
tion, whidb the Imrd mayor endeavouring to soften 
by an assurance that they would be treated gently, 
recommending at the same time that they should 
go up when sent for, the fury became so great, that 
they dismissed from the roundl three members 
whom they thought untrue to the city in this 
affair, and then broke up, without any answer being 
given to the Cardhial’s communication. 

Jn other parts of the kingdom the discontent 
was equally great ; and in Suffolk particularly the 
affair to<dc a very serious turn. The Duke of 
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Suffolk had gooe down to that country, and by 
his courteous behaviour had persuaded the rich 
clothiers, who were then pretty nunierous, to a^^ 
to the proposed levy : bu| when those gentlemen 
returned to their botnes, and begmi to discharge 
their spinners, carders, fullers, vreavers, and all 
their other handicrafts connected with the woollen 
manufactures, far which Suffolk was then femous, 
these poor people b^an to assemble privately to 
talk over their grievances, and to contrive how 
they vrere to procure redress. 

As we had then no standing army, the law en- 
acted that every man shouldt be provided with 
cerUun weapcms agreeable to the mode of warfare 
at that period, which was known under the general 
term of harms&i aad no sooner was the duke in- 
formed of these disccmtwted meetings- than he 
ordered the ccmstahles to t^ away every man’s 
harness in die disturbed districts : but this only 
hastened) resistance, mid the order was scarcely 
given when the popular rags inemssedt threatening 
death both to the duke„and tike Cardinal The 
popular fueling on this subjet^wes so warm, that 
four thousand nm appeared ^eedily in arms, and 
the duke found, it necessary to collect what force 
he could of his own retainers,, and.of othmrs but 
the munber of those was so totsiQi^ rneapable re- 
sisting the iosurgent force, that it was found ne- 
c^sary to break donm bridge to guard against 
an attaek on the pact of the cdiwto. 
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Similar disturbances broke out in Norfolk, 
which were only quieted by the temporizing con- 
duct of the Duke of Norfolk;' so that the king 
felt himself obliged to adopt some decisive Ime of 
conduct Accordingly, he called a great council 
at York Place, WoAsey’s residence, where he mode 
an open and manly protestation that it never was 
his wish or intention to ask any thing from the 
Commons of England, contrary to the laws of the 
land; and he theref<»re demanded to know by 
whose order those commissioners were appointed, 
and who it was that had directed they should re- 
quire the sixth part of every man’s goods. 

On this, Wolsey rosb as spokesman, and replied, 
that when it was moved in the council that money 
should be levied for the king’s use, not only the 
king’s couiS3el,‘bttt even tlie judges, held that the 
king might demand any sum by commission. He 
added, (hat the order' was consequmitly given by 
the whole council ; and, for himself, he took God 
to witness that he never desired the hinderance- 
of the mnnmons, Wt, like a true councillor, had 
merely devised how to eUruh the king. He then 
attempted to justify the unconstitutional act by 
the plea of its bdng agreeable to God’s law, be- 
cause Joseph had caused tiie King of Egy^ to 
take the fifth part of every man’s goods : after 
which most mEtraordinary piece of special pleading, 
he added^'* hut because ev^ man layeth the 
burthen from him, I am ctmtent to take it on 
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The, and to endure the fame and noise of the people 
for my good will toward the king, and comfort of 
you, my lords, and other the king’s councillors : 
but the eternal €k)d loioweth all !” 

The council remained for some time silent, when 
the king, evidently alluding to Wolsey himself, 
said, “ Well! some have informed me that my 
realm was never so rich ; and that 'there should 
never trouble have risen of that demand ; and that 
men would pay at the first request ; hut now I 
find all contrary.” 

The king paujsed ; still were the council silent, 
when his majesty added, — “ I will no more of this 
trouble. Let letters be sent to all shires that this 
matter may be no more spoken of. I will pardon 
all that have made denial openly or secretly,” — 

then all the lords kne^ed dowue; and hastily 
thanked hym !” 

Letters were accordingly sent, by the king’s 
desire ; but Wolsey took especial care that these 
letters should state that the demand originated with 
the lords and the judges, and others oi the king’s 
council, and that Wolsey himself, in ^ that he 
had done, had only " followed the mind of the 
whole council !” 

Tliat the public feelings in general were much 
outraged by this loan cannot be doubted, when its 
very tradition was so strong in the days of Eliza- 
beth, that Shakspeare makes it a main point in 
his exquisite play founded upon the favourite's 
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that from tliis affair that fall may certainly be 
dated ; for it is on record that it was even then 
remarked by some of the courtiers, that Henry did 
not, on this occasion, pay such singular resjiect 
and favour to Wolsey as he was wont to do, but 
left him to gel clear of the reflections and asper- 
sions cast on him as lie best could. 

Nor is this surprising, if it is really true that 
the whole plan originated with the ('’ardinal ; that 
Henry w’as from the first very iinwiJling to try it; 
and that he felt bis dignity much abated in being 
obliged to change his commands for the asking of 
a lienevolence. This renders it far from impro- 
bable that in the course of the affair, during the 
meetings of the council, he may have, more than 
once, by a side glance, seemed to blame \V(d.soy 
for an injudicious attempt; and that this dis]M)si- 
tion on the part of the king having been carefully 
observed by the Cai'dinal’s enemies, they may have 
thence formed the first idea of plotting against 
him, uji hopes of being able to add other circum- 
stances that might tend to weaken his hold upon 
the royal favour. 

Of Wolsey’s ideas of foreign policy a pretty fair 
conception may be formed from his conduct wlieu 
the quarrel took place between tlie Uuke of Bour- 
bon and the French king, tiie former being forced 
to fly to insure his personal safety. No sooner 
was Wolsey acquainted with this circumstance. 
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than he felt the necessity of securing the duke in 
the English cause, rather riian to leave him solely 
to the emperor, with whom he had takoi refuge : 
and the king readily came into the plan, shortly 
afterwards in a D%aty with the emperor, 

that their united armies should be commanded by 
the Duke of Bourbon, who was to receive monthly 
wages, or pay, from Henry, for himself and re- 
tinue. The treaty was to be kept a great secret, 
and Sir John Russel was sent over to “ be con- 
tinually beyond the seas in a certain place,” to 
manage these afToirs ; but the most extraordinary 
jmrt of the secret was, that “ the Duke of Bourbon 
Khuuld be the King of England’s champion, and 
generall in the field, who had a number of good 
Houldiers over and besides the emperor’s army, 
which was not small and yet with these very 
troops, ** the duke began the wanes with the 
French kitig in his owne territories and dukedom, 
which the king had gotten into his owne hand'', 
being not pctjectly knewne to the duke's 
that he had any aide from our swemyne lord; 
and thus hee wrought the French king much di';- 
pleasure, ina.smuch that the French king Was con- 
strained to prepare a present army, and in his 
own person to resist the duke’s power.” 

It does not appear, however, that the duke, in 
this most extraordinary of all secret expeditions, 
was at first very successfhl; for he was soon 
obliged to retreat, and ehelte^r himself hi the well 
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fortifiwl town of Pavia, to which the French im- 
ineciintely laid dose siege : and, in the mean time, 
Francis, trusting more to diplouuicy than, perhaps, 
to his own arms, had sent over to England that 
personage already spoken of, whom Cavendish 
calls “ a very witty miin,” who, “ for his subtle 
wit, was electe<l to treate of such an embassage as 
the FrfigHj(l' king had given Iiim in o)minis.sion.” 
Still it a]>p<>ars, from various authorities, that 
AVolsey was yet friendly to the cause against 
France ; ftw in the Ayscough Coll. Writ. Mius. No. 
‘1S.‘19, p. 7, there is u long despatch fi'om the C'ar* 
dinal to Sampson and Fanningham, resident am* 
bussadors with the emperor, relative to the state 
of the war in Germany, and jKirtipularly in regard 
to the Duke of Bourbon. We refer to it also the 
more particularly, because of its develo])erncnt of 
military affairs at that period, to which tho fol- 
lowing extract alludes. Wolsey speaks of a gen- 
tleman who had arrived at court with letters from 
the emperor, and adds, that from him—'* the 
king's liighnes and I perceive in what readiness, 
.state, and disposition theibaperor’s affairs were at 
the dates of the said letfres, with his intent to 
proceede witibi his army id his owne person, and 
to supplie by the longer rontinuanre the tarditie 
and sloth which hath bene used in the settinge 
forth of the same, havinge alsoe made provision 
for early payment of the 100,000 crownes for bis 
portion unto the Duke of Burbone, towards the 
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ciitatainmeut of 10,000 lance knights, and de- 
syring that the king’s grace would doe the sembla- 
ble fur his parte, and to give order that his army, 
leaviugc seeges of strouge places, and .passinge 
into the bowells of France, may continue all this 
winter witii a convenient reinforcement:” — and 
80 UU after, wlien the Duke of Bourbon was in 
great streights and difficulties at Milda^Wulsey 
well kno\Ying that np money could be sent to him 
by the emperor, }n consequence of the commmii- 
cation being completely cut off by the Preiuii 
army, took immediate and judicious steps to re- 
medy the difficulty, by sending instantly a dcspatcli 
to the Bishop of Bath, then the English ambas- 
sador at liunic, authorising him, by any means in 
bis power, to supply the duke with whatever sum 
might he required. 

The various authors who treat of this period 
differ so mdeh in their statements, and evidently 
in their sentiments also, esfiecially in n'gard to 
the intrigvie carried on by ^oachin, or “ Jokiii,” 
so often noticed, that it is extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, to ^U^tjlllgHish truth from misre- 
presentatiou. If we were to propose any decided 
oiiiiiion as to the xka\ fact, it would be that Wol- 
sey M'uk in this instance at least, acting a double 
part, or, as the vulgar proverb expresses it,keepiiig 
two strings to liis.bow. This is, in some mea- 
sure. strengthened by a statement given by a co- 
tenqmrary annalist, that Jdachin, on his arrival. 



:iiut oven iK’foro he was brought to Dr. Larke's at 
Westminster, wa.s secretly omveyed to Riehimnwl, 
where he remaiiunl in privacy until Wolsey could 
Join him at the close «»t’ the Kaster term. Of all 
that passed between the envoy and (^anlinnl no- 
thing is known, except by the supp«)siHl residt. 
M'hich was, that Henry finally sent orders to Italy 
to stop his monthly payments to the Dukt* of 
Hoiirlion, a measiire which produceil great con- 
sternation and much inconvenience in the little* 
garrison of Pavia. 

As for M. Jokin, he remained some lime longer 
in England, and was treatetl by the Cardinal with 
great hospitality, and even familiarity; dining 
with hiin frequently during tlie Whitsuntide holi- 
days, whiclt Wolsey kept at Richmond with great 
festivity, and jdeosing all visitors with his wit 
ajtd ready conversation : but it must be ul)served, 
that this d(»e8 not agree with the counter state- 
ments of other lustorians, nor docs it aiipesir that 
the Cardinal had as yet received the royal per- 
mission to reside there. 

The distress to which the Duke of Botirlam 
and his army were reduced, by the st«»ppagt* of 
tin; monthly payments, soon increased to such an 
extent, that the most desperate measure became 
necessary ; and, accordingly, a doulfle sortie of 
the garri.son was planiie«l, winch was com]>let»’ly 
successful. Tlie French were surpristsl in their 
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camp, and routed ; all their • artilleiy and stores 
taken, and their king himself made prisoner. 
When the private l)ureau of the French monarch 
was searched, the treaty between the two mon- 
archs under the great seal of England, and various 
other important documents, as has been positively 
asserted, were found, fully proving with what 
duplicity Wolsey had acted towards the Duke of 
Bourbon, and ju^tifyipg the suspicion, that French 
money had more influence over the Cardinal than 
a due sense of English honour. 

Unable to wreak his vengeance upon Wolsey, 
the duke, some time after, determined to have 
some revenge against the pope, ahd marchal with 
his army towards Rome ; he even led the first 
assault, but was the first who fell ! His officers, 
however, continued the siege with such vigour, 
that the pope, and a considerable number of the 
])eople, were forced to take shelter in the Castle 
of St. Angelo, where they suffered great hardships 
and privations : but this anticipates the events of 
1.52T. 

In the mean time, great doubts and jealousies 
arose in the council at home, I'especting. the dis- 
IM)sal of the French king; some wishing an in* 
vasion of France instantly to take {dace, whilst 
others insist that England had a right to de* 
mand the captive monarch fh>m the emperor, be* 
cause he w'as taken by the King of England's 
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churiipioii, and a few went so fur as to ud\ise tiutt 
war slnmld instantly be proclaimed against (5er- 
mnny, in onler to enforce the claim. 

But Wolsey preservetl a strict silence amidst 
these agitations, until the arrival of umhassadoi’s 
from Fnmtx'; when, after considerable negotia- 
tions. he at lengtli declared himself, recommending 
that the emiwror should be calletl on to set Francis 
at liberty, on sufficient pledge, by hostage's In'ing 
given ; for which purpose his two sons, the l)au- 
pliiii and the Duke of Orleans, were scdected. lie 
had no sooner declared himself, than he lK>gnn to 
ac*t with energ)’, on the ostensible ground of re- 
spect for the captive king, and of sorrow for the 
hardshi{)s to which the pope* w'as then reduec'd ; 
not only using all his influence with tlie king in 
private, but even condescending in public to ]H*r- 
siiade the lords of the council to come to a favour- 
able decision on the side that he had adopted. .But 
there were busy heads at work, as artful as his 
own, to render these passing events subservient to 
his downfalU and amongst them was Anne Bo- 
leyue, whose friends, uniting with others in tlic' 
council, consulted uith him in apparent frieiKlshi]), 
offering it as their opinion, that nunc hut the f'ar- 
diiial himself could have influence enough to bring 
alsmt a peace between smeh great potentaUvs ; atid, 
therefore, that he ought instantly to undertake an 
embassy for that puqwse. 

IIow far IV’olsey Ha.s amvinced by th(“‘e argu- 

2 
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rneiits it is difficult to say, but it is possible that 
vanity and self-confidence might have blinded him 
to the real intent of tliese professed friends, which 
was to get him removed from court, on any terms, 
so that they might have more favourable opjwrtu- 
uities of depriving him of Henry's confidence ; but 
the embassy did not take place until 1527. 

Wolsey’s eagerness to seize upon the monas- 
teries, which he had marked out for dissolution, 
was soon perceived by the. people at large, and 
produced considerable discontent; and various 
ries were abroad in the spirit of religious super- 
stition of that day. Amongst these is one re- 
garding the monastery of Daventry, whither he 
sent the five {lersons who were his cluef instru- 
ments, to demand from the prior and monks the 
occii[HUicy of a certain portion of their grounds. 
To this, however, the monks demurred, finally re- 
fusing to comply; whesn the crafty agents con- 
trived to excite a quarrel, after which the Car- 
dinal, on a small occasion as it is asserted, caused 
this monastery to be dissolved, and ita revenues to 
tie appropriated to his new colleges. 

Hut, agreeable to the popular account, this did 
not go unpunished; for two of the five agents 
quarrelled, and one being killed, the survivor was 
hanged ; then the third drowned himself in a well ; 
the foiirth, “ being well.kuowue, and value<l worth 
two hundreil {)uuud, became in tlwee yeeres .so 
jKKire, that he begged till his dying day;” and the 
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fifth. Dr. Allen, who wsus the principal actor in 
these affairs, “ was cruelly niaiined in Ireland, 
even at sncls time as hee was a bishop.” 

If these procee<lings had been confined solely to 
the itionasteries fi)r males, the public clamour 
would not, probably, have been so loud : but the 
suppression of nunneries excited much disapproba- 
tion ; for whatever the prejudices, or just char^jea 
against the monks, the same did not exist against 
the nuns in general. The nunneries, in fact, M’ere 
schools for the young fcmale.s in their vicinity, 
where they were instnicted in needle-work, con- 
fectionary, and. other useful matters, and even in 
surgery and physic. With great rectitude of man- 
ners, there was still a great openness of conduct 
in the prioresses and abbesses, who presided over 
these establishments ; and of the nuns of 8t. Mary 
in Wiltshire we have Seen it recordo«l, that they 
were often seen come forth to the nymph-hay, 
with their rocks and wheels, to spin.” 

Such usefulness, and such simplicity of inan- 
ner.s, could not fail to meet general a 2 )]>rol)ation ; 
of course, every harsh proceeding adopte<l against 
them became unpoptiku* : but this feeling did not 
alone exist amongst the laity, for it is well ascer- 
tained that the holding of so many bishoprij-s at 
once by Wolsey gave great offence to many of his 
brother-churchmep ; so much so, indeed, that Dr. 
Barnes, in a sermon which he preached at Cam- 
bridge, in St. Edward’s Church, on Chri“tn.’r;s eve 
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in tliis year, took sjwcial notice of it. This ser- 
mon was reported to tlie Cardinal, and gave him 
such offence, that a charge was made out a^nst 
the doctor ; the most important article of which 
was the 6th, wherein Barnes was alledged to 
have said, " I will never believe that one man 
may be, by the law of God, a bishop of two or 
three cities, yea, (rf a whole country; for it is con- 
trary to St. Paul, which saith, I have lejt thee be- 
hitid, to set in every city a bishop” 

Previous to any judicial proceedings, the doctor 
was brought before Wolsey himself, then walking 
in hi.s gallery at York-place, for something like a 
private examination, when the Cardinal began be- 
fore him to read over the articles. Tlie first five 
sc'eni to have Iteen passed over without any special 
notice ; but, on corning to -the sixth, the ecclesias- 
tical Leviathan paused, and then said that this 
touched himself personally, and he asked tlie doc- 
tor if he really thought it wrong that one bishop 
should have so many sees under his jurisdiction 
at once ? To this Banies replied, that he could 
go no further than St. Paul’s text, which ^pointed 
a bishop for every city; when Wolsey put an in- 
sidious query, as to .whether he thought it con- 
trary to the modern ordinance of the church? To 
this the doctor rejoined with great spsrit, that he 
knew nothing of any ordiaaucf of the church in 
regard to the matter, he depended solely upon 
what the apostle liad said. But he adaiowledged 
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tliat, in opposition to the apostolic practiin; and 
direction, he did see a contrary ciutom and prac- 
tice prevailing in the church, the original 
right or justification of which ho was uimc([tuiinted 
with. 

Wolsey must have felt himself much at a non 
plus at this rqtly ; for, in &ct, he hail not even a 
modem onlinance to show In support of his plu- 
ralities; but endeavoured to meet the objection, 
by saying that in the apmdle’s time there were 
some cities which Were six or seven miles in 
length, and over them was there, he asked, but 
one bishop set, including the charge of their 
suburbs also ? Then, by something very like a non 
sequitur, he added, that so likewise then a byshop 
had but one city to his cathedral church, and the 
country about was as suhttrhs unto It ' To this 
extraordinaiy idnde of argument, honest Dames 
could make no reply: he contents lumself with 
observing, in his account of the affair , — ** me- 
thought this was fane fetched, Imt I durst not 
deny it." 

About the latter end of ldS5, there was some 
supposed mysttnfy of negotiatiwia with the Queen- 
dowagw of France ; and certainly there exists, in 
fhe British Muaetnn, a letter from her to Wolsey 
about fhe paying, or diadharging, (solveiido), 
191,000 crowns of gold and upwards for seven 
years following: and it is evident from other 
sources that, in this case at least. Wolsey made 
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the public affairs subservient, in some degree, to 
his own interest; for, in addition to the treaty 
agreed on with tlie Lady Regent, and rati^ed on 
the 27th of December of this year, Rapin assures 
us that there is, in the Collection of the Public 
Aets, that lady’s bond, of the 18th of November 
(evidently signed previous to the agreement for 
the ratification), to pay to him all arrears of pen- 
sion, for four years and a half, granted in lieu of 
the administration of the bishopric of Toiumay. 
In addition to these arrears, the bond likewise 
s|>eeifie8 that, for several oi^et weighty reasons, 
there was due to the Cardinal 100,000 crowns of 
gold ; and that the whole of these sums were to 
Ik* {>aid in seven years in half yearly payments — 
but Wolsey did not live to see them completed ! 

Pending those negotiations, others were going 
on at Madrid between the emperor and the King,, 
of France, still a prisoner of war ; and the treaty, 
called the Treaty of Madrid, generally supposed to 
have been drawn up under the influence of Eng- 
land in support of Francis, was concluded in Ja- 
nuary, 1526. In this it was stipulated, tlrnt tlie 
Fiviich king should be restored to liberty, on con- 
dition of his two sons being delivered into the enu 
{H'ror's hands as hostages ; that Burgundy should 
lie cedt‘d to Charles ; that Francis should marry 
Leonora, sister to the ^peror ; and that he should 
also indemnify his imperial majesty against all de- 
innnd.s on the part of the English court. 
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The lil)eratiou of Francis, in consequence of this 
treaty, took plai*e on the 18 th of March, when liis 
sons were exchanged for him on the lianks of the 
Bidassoa ; and it is related of him, that no sooner 
had he crossed into the French territory, tlian he 
mounted a fleet horse, and setting off at a gallop, 
exclaimed, ** I afh a king — I am a king !” — an ex- 
pression which some have cenaureil, as rather dis- 
covering an excessive transjwrt of joy, than be- 
coming the sedateness and majesty of so great a 
prince; whilst others, with even less lilierality, 
inferreil from it, that Wing now at ' liberty, he 
should not think himself bound by the conditions 
of a treaty, to which he had oxdy j^eed whilst 
under constraint But this latter inference is by 
no means probable, since be had given up his two 
sons as hostages for his due observance of the sti- 
pulated articles. 

We have stated that the treaty of Madrid was 
supixosed to h%vc been drawn up under English 
influence, and this is confirmed by 'the fact that 
Francis, immediately after his liberation, wrote to 
the Cardinal, with his own hand, acknowledging 
that the king and he had been the chief instru- 
ments of procuring his enlargement 

But the events at home, during this year, were 
more important than those of foreign ijolitics, c.s|k.*- 
cialiy in the marked hostility of Wolscy to every 
thing connected with the Reformation : amongst 
other incidents, he was hiiitsclf jirewiit at Paul’s 
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Cross, atteoded by eleven bishops, when four mer- 
chants of the Still-yard were obliged to do penmice, 
and Dr. Barnes, an Augustine friar, already men- 
tioned, bore a faggot, as a mark of heresy. On 
this occasion, FisheF,Bi8hop of Rochester, preached 
against Luther $ and the whole force of the church 
seemed arrayed against Reformers, perhaps stirred 
up a little by the fact of Tindal’s English trans- 
lation of the New Testament being just printed 
at Antwerp*. 

It may be here remarked as an extraordinary 
circumstance, in respect to a man of his general 
acuteness and political sagacity, that Wolsey, at 
this time, seems not to have been at all aware of 
the dangers that surrounded hfan; at least, he 
showed no scruple at maldiig himself many ene- 
mies, the result of extensive alterations in the 
royal household. The occasion was this : in the 
winter of 1505-6, so unexpected and extraordinary 
a dearth took place in the metn^lis, that even 
the law tCTtti was ad|jottmed, and the king re- 
moved his court, at Christmas, to Elthara from 
^Greenwich, taking with him a very small retinue. 
This ChrfetiwM thoice received the name of the 
“ Still Christmas:’' thS'-Cardinal; however, was- 
not still ; for on- arriving at EUham, where he 

I1iis is that trauslation which waa preached agunat by 
Tuiistall, Bishop of London, and denounced aa contsuning «p- 
wards of 3000 blaadcra! It was afterM'ards pnblirly burnt 
in England in May, 1«530. 
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was invited to join the small holiday party, he 
immediately commenced a reform in the royal 
household, which rendered him very unpopular. 
He discharged many officers and servants, who 
were only allowed very small iwnsions ; the ex- 
tent of which may be estimated from one instance, 
of his dischai^g sixty-four ytxanen of the guard, 
and reducing them from one shilling per day, with 
clicck upon tlie royal kitchen, to sixpence only; 
and who, when they complained, were told to go 
home into their own countries. He ah«> busicti 
himself much almut the new household of the 
young Duke of Richmond, a base sou of the king, 
and also of the PriiMsess Mary, who was then con- 
siilered princess of the realm. 

Yet it is worthy of notice, that in all this hurry 
of court intrigue, and in the midst of his ambitious 
j)rojects, Woisey still had a r^rd for the welfare 
of the nation, though his iiyudicious attempts at 
leformation in manners sometimes prodnced more 
evil than good. . An instanee of this omirred in 
the month of May, 1528, when a proclamation 
was issued against all onlawfol games, and com- 
niissimis appointed for its folfilmmit in every 
county, the numbers of which caused all draft* 
lM>ards, backgammon-tables, dice, cardan bowls, &e. 
to be seiz^ upon and burnt. On this we need 
make no ftirther observation, than a. statement of 
the consequences as adduced by Stowe in his An- 
nals, who says, that “ when young men were re- 
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Htraiiied of thebC games aiid pastimes,, some fell to 
drinking, some to ferretting of other men’s conies, 
and stealing of deere in parkes, and other un- 
thriftiness !” 

We have already seen that England was not 
backward in the search after unknown lauds ; Se- 
bastian Cabot having pushed bis discoveries to 
Newfoundland, almost as early as Columbus : and 
it is worthy of remark, that this spirit, so far 
from being checked by Wolsey, was actively ])a- 
trouised and encouraged by him. It has, indeed, 
l)een well observed by Groves (vol. ix. p. 46), that 
the ('01*61001, besides his great {Mission for the en- 
couraging of learning, likewise took ina’cdible 
care, during the whole course of Ms administra- 
tion, to promote the trade and navigation of the 
kingdom, being thoroughly convinced that in- 
dustry and wealth must be the natural conse- 
quences. 

it is further stated, that he cherished this love 
of maritime adventure in the breast of Henry, and 
was, in fact, the great cause of the attempts at 
discovery made at that period. It appears that 
llobert Thonte was fw some years engaged, un- 
der the royal auspices, in proseedting discoveries 
in the new world; though little is extant re- 
specting him, except his expedition in the imme- 
diate employ of some merchants of Bristol : but 
his exertions are consideml as having been higiily 
benehcial in stimulating to active enterprise, and 
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to have been instrumental in eliciting that' spirit 
which in the reign of Klizal)eth led forth Drake, 
Hawkins, Cavendish, and others to carry the En- 
glish flag into the most distant mrans. 

Had the Cardinal contented himself with these 
exertions for his country’s honour, in prtdereiut* 
to foreign intrigue and papal ambition, his name 
would have acquireil more of that glory of which' 
he was so covetous than could iKwsibly have ac- 
crued from the most successful tennination of his 
continental schemes of aggrandisement, amongst 
which we must not omit to record an attempted 
league, in June of this year, between the Pojk.*, 
the King of France, the Venetians, and the Duke 
of Milan, for the conquest of Naples. That this 
scheme commenced at Wolsey’s suggestion, though 
it has been so asserted, cannot be so distinctly 
proved ; but it is clear that he must have inter- 
meddled in it busily; for one stipulation was that 
Henry should be protectm* of the le(^^e,for which 
he was to have a principality in Naples, in which 
kingdom Wolsey, also, was to have a lordship 
worth 10,000 ducats. But the affair soon fell to, 
the ground; an^ we may therefore proceed, at 
once, to the domestic events of the year, amongst 
which it may be noticed that Hampton Court was 
now completely finished and elegantly furnished*, 

* From an inventory now presmml in the Britihh Mnscnm, 
it appear s that the jiarlours were hung with ilic atorics of 
Jacob, Susannah and the Gldcra^ Judith and IloloferneH, kc . ; 
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and was become a very favourite place of retire- 
ment witii the Cardinal, from the affairs of state. 
The king also frequently visited him here ; and 
that it should have become an object of envy with 
his majesty is not surprising, M’hen we reflect that 
it was considered, at that time, as one of the most 
magnificent structures in Europe; or, as Rapin 
says, “ was a stately palace, and outshined all the 
king’s houses.” 

Camden says that Wolsey built it out of osten- 
tation to show his great wealth ; and he adds, that 
he was im all Accounts exceeding prudent, but in- 
solence had carried him beyond himself. With aM 
his insolence, however, he found it, even here, im- 
possible to tread on the rights of the people ; nor 
could he, as he wished, dose up the road which 
leads from Kingston Bridge towards Hampton, 
but was obliged to leave Bushy Park thus sepa- 
rated from the grounds ioupediately belonging to 
the palace** 

whilst the tapeitry of the Cardinal's own chamber leprvsvuteil 
the Seven Deadl;f Sina^l 

* It moat have been about thi» year that Williaui Ro) pub- 
Ubhed. hia satire agrioft a p;;ifce^Dg so dangeroub at 

that period, t^at he.^ to pfint ig^EnglBitd, but had 
it done abroad, perhaps in Holland, bvsome friend whose 
sentiments in respect to tbe Cardinal were pretty moeb the 
same as hu own. .It was published without either place or 
name, and is oow extremely rare; but may be seen in the 
tiarleiau Miscellany f. It is now the more rare, because 

t Vide' Supplement to Harleian Miscellany. 
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It is also deserving of notice, as we find it stntetl 
by Groves, that notwithstanding all the jealousies, 

AVolscy sparcdj as wc are told in an edition of the work in 
lo46> neither pains nor cx|>euse to have them all bought up. 

ft was first published with a wood-cut of the Cardinal s 
coat of arms, already noticed, of which the following descrip- 
tion is given : 


** Of the prowde Cardiiiall this is the shelde, 

Borne up betwene t«ro angels off Sathan ; 

The sixe bloudy asies in a bare feldo, 

Shewethe the cruelte of the red man, 

AVhichc hethe devoured the beautifull swau ; 

Morfidl enmy nnto the wbyte lion ; 

Carter of Yorche! the vyle bnteh^r*8 sotme. 

** The sixe bolie s beddes, iii a fclde blackc, 
Betokeneth hys stordy furiemsnes ) 
tVbcrby, the godly lyght to put abacke. 

He bryi^eth in hys dy\lissh6 darcknes } 
llie bandog, in the mlddes, doth eapresse 
The mastif coite, bred in Ypswitch towue, 
Gnawyiige with his teth a kyngc*s crowne* 

The doubbo signlheth playne hys tirauny. 
Covered over with a Cardinal’s hatt, 

AVhorin shall be fiilfilled the prophecy— 

* Aryse np, Jaeke, and put 6n thy salatt. 

For tlie tyme is come of bagge and walatt : 

Tlie temporal! chevalry thus throweo downe, 
Wherfor, paest, take hede, and beware thy cronne.”' 


The two angels off SatbaTi'* refer to the demi dragons which 
aro in the mantling round the shield ; and the ** white swan" 
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political and ecclesiastical^ which had long existed 
between him and Warhain, Archbishop of Canter- 

is supposed to mcati the Duke of Buckingham, in reference to 
his cognizance or crest. The w hite lion is the Duke of Nor- 
folk. Salatt'* used in the prophecy is interpreted to be 
synonymous \rith helmet. 

The work itself is drawn up in form of a conversation be- 
tween two priests’ servants, W^tkyn and Jeffraye,” and is 
sufficiently pointed to have raised Wolsey's indignation against 
the author, containing every article of charge, perhAps, that 
cvinr was brought against the Cardinal. 

In the first allusion to Wolsey, he is Spoken of as 


— One that is the chefe, 

Which is not fedd so ofte with rost befe. 
As with rawo uiotten; so God hclpe me ! 
Whobp mule yf it shulde be solde, ' 

So gayly trapped with velvet and golde. 
And given to us for ’oure schare, 

1 durst ensure the one thyuge. 

As for a competent lyvyngc. 

Tills seven yero wc shulde not care/’*-^ 

Then AVatkyn aska— 

Yf he be sochei. what is bis name. 

Or of what regarde is his fame, 

1 bcseche the* shortly expresse I" 

To uhich Jeffraye replies**^ ’ 

'' Mary, some men call hym Camall, 

And some saye he is the dc\ill and all, 
Ratriarcke of all wickcducs !” 
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bury, yet when that prelate, in the early i>art 
of the year, was so extremely ill that he was not 


It tlicn pr<M eofls to note ail the accusations against him in 
language that must not sully our pages — the charges respect- 
ing hih fondness foi war arc most vihiinsicul — Watk)ii having 
said— 


He faieth imtt the l>etter for narre’*— 

.lelfraye answers— 

Yes, mar), it doth h\m prcfarie 
To more gayues then I can rehcarce 
For fjrst, or the W'arre do l>cg)miKS 
They labourc Ids favoure to wynne, 

Givynge gyftcs many and dyvers. 

And )'f it cannot be so pacifyed, 

Thc) brybe him on the wothcr side, 

At the least for to be favoured : 

And, fyiially, w^arre for to ceace. 

With rewardcs they must hym grcace 1" 

It is also important to notice that Wolsey was sus{»ected and 
loudly accused of tampering with the confessors of those 
whom he wished to ruin, — 

In all thc londo there is no wyght. 

Neither lorde, baron, nor knyght. 

To whom he hath eny hatred, 

But ether by sower speche, or swete, 

Of ther confessonrs he will wete 
Howe they heve themselves behaved."-* 

Tlic prevalence of such a practice, and the possibility of its 

A A 
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capable of going out of doors, several very fi-iendly 
inefiMages and letters passeii to hhu from A\'olsey; 
from wliicli it api>ears that he expivsse<l great 
tenderiiCHS and care for his constitution, and oitertsl 
him tile use of a handsome apartment at Hampton 
Court, lieiieving the air there to be so gwal and 
wholesome, as to give him a fair chance of the 
recovery of Itis health. 

It has Ih'cu one of the charges against Wolsey, 
that tile revenues arising from the privileges of liis 
visitorjal power, of making abbots, proving wills, 
granting faculties, liceuct's and disiieiisations, as 
well as from his iiensions, preferments and otlier 
visible sulvantages, were actually e<iual in amount 
to the revenues of the crown ; to wliich he added 
other advantages not <piitu si> visible, particularly 
in the employment of John Allen, one of his 
chaplains, in riding almut with a great train in 
per(K‘tual progress from one religious house to 
another, and drawing from each very large sums 
for the Carilinars pri%'ate usi*. Though great 
exaggerations were made on these subjects by his 
euemios, yet it is certain that in some jMiints he 
had already prm'eeded so far as to incur the dis- 
pleasure of the king, especially in regard to the 
convent of Wilton, to which he ha<l ap]H)inted a 
prioress who was personally objecUxl to by Henry. 

recurrence, arc strong arguments against the modern rilicrallty 
of admitting Roman Catholics to high offices of powor and 
confidence. 
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That something harsh must have passed be- 
twwu the king and Cardinal upon this occasion 
is evident from a letter of the king preserved by 
Lord Herbert, in his History of Henry, where his 
majesty is made to say — as touching the matter 
of Wilton. '^I'eing it is in no other strain than what 
you write of. and y(tu being Jilso so suddenly (with 
the fallijjg sickness of your servants) afraid and 
troiil)Ied, 1 miu’\el not it overslipiml you as it di<l; 
hut it is no girat mailer, .stauditig the csise as it 
doth ; for it is yet in niy hand, as I i)ercei<% by 
your letter, and your default was not so great, 
seeing the eh'Ctiou uas but conditional. Wliere- 
foro, my lord, Seeing the humbleness of your sub- 
mission, lliougb the case was much nmre heinous, 
I can Ik' content to remit it: being right glad that, 
accimliug to my intent, iny munitions and wam- 
ijigs have been iH'iiignly and lovingly accepteil in 
your kdialf, promising you, that the very afiertion 
I Ix-vir you caused me thus to do.” — 

Ilis majesty then Aveutoii to say, — as touching 
the help of religious houses to the building of your 
college, I would it were more, s») it were lawful ; 
for my intent is notie but that it should appear to 
all the world, and the occasion of all their mum- 
bling might be secluded and put away; for surely 
there is great murmuring of it throughout the 
whole rcahn. JBoth good and bad say that all 
that is gotten is bestowed on the college, and that 

A A 2 
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the college is the cloak for covering all mischiefs; 
this grieveth me to hear it spoken of him whom 
I do entirely love : wherefore I thoxight I could do 
no less than thus friendly to admonish you. 

“ One thing more I perceive by your letter, 
which a little, inethinks, touches conscience ; and 
that is, you have received money from the ex- 
empts for hpving of their old visitors. Surely 
this can hardly be with conscience ; for, were they 
good, why should you take the money ? and, if 
thej»,?vere ill, it were a sinful act. llowlwit your 
legacy” (legateship) “ herein might piTadveiiture 
apud Homines be a cloak, but not aptid Dcum. 
Wherefore you are thus monished by him who 
entirely lovetli you, and I doubt not, you will de- 
sist not only from this, if conscience will not l)ear 
it, but from all other things which should en- 
tangle the same ; and in so doing, you Avill sing 
Te laudofit angeli atq: Archangeli, Tc laudet 
mnis spirit us : and thus an end I make of this 
tho' rude yet loving letter, desiring you as bene- 
volently to take it as I mean it ; for I ensure you, 
and I pray you think it so, that there remaineth 
at the hour no spark of displeasure towards you 
in my heart. And thus, fare you well, and be you 
no more perplexed. Written with the hand of 
your loving sovereign and friend, 

“ Henry R.” 

It must be acknowledged that this letter, of the 
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authenticity of which there can be no doubt, is of 
a most cxtraonlinaiy nature, not only as marking 
the feelings of Henry towards his favourite, but 
also showing the commencement of that decline 
of influence which Wolsey so soon after expe- 
rienced — a decline which thus seems to have 
arisen from his majesty’s sense of right and wrong 
as much as from the machinations of the Cardinal’s 
enemies, even whilst the personal favour of the 
sovereign remained as strong as ever. 

This change of the king's sentiments also soon 
became known, and Wolsey’s enemies did not fail 
to avail themselves of it; particularly Skelton, 
who is sup{K)sed to have been iH)et laureate, and 
who wrote a satire upon the occasion, but which 
is too indelicate for quotation here. Skelton, how- 
ever, though he published his satire, presuming 
ujMm a decline of the favourite’s power, seems 
suddenly to have been seized with a panic re- 
siwcting it ; for no sooner was it published than 
he fled to the sanctuary at Westminster, for se- 
curity against the dreaded revenge of tlie Car- 
<linal — a fear without any real foundation, as it 
does not appear he ever noticed this production. 

Though the royal letter, already quoted, was a 
letter of reproof; yet there was still enough in it 
to induce Wolsey to believe that he would not be 
very strictly checked in his proceedings in regard 
to the religious houses which he had marked for 
destruction : but still was he subject to the efiects 
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of public opinion ; for it is well ascertained that 
his partial suppression of the monasteries was 
neither agreeable to the priesthood, nor, in some 
instances, to the people in their vicinity. It is 
told that when the monastery of Boghani, in 
Essex, was on the point of being suppressed, 
certain people, who appeared in a strange and 
IrightM disguise after the canons wwe removed 
out of the monastery, waited upon them and con- 
ducted them back in a pompons manner; and, 
according to their form, reinstated them in the 
monastery, and withal promised to come at any 
time to their relief, upon the signal of ringing the 
abbey bell, in case of interruption irom any one. 
But this disguise did not avail the actors ; for, 
though Homy was fond of masking as an amuse- 
ment. he did not choose that it should interfere 
with his ordera : and, accordingly, as soon as he 
heard of this refractory spirit, he sent for the 
canons of Bogham, who underwent such a strict 
examination before the council, that they were 
obliged to confess the names of the parties con- 
cerned. The consequence was that the maskers 
were arrested and subjected to punishment, as a 
warning to others in similar cases. 

But it was not the system of monachism alone 
that Wolsey wished to refom ; he saw number- 
less errors in other professions, and was anxious 
to remove them : with regard to the law, in par- 
ticular, it is said that he wa.s much hurt at the 
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ignorance of the lawyers, especially those of tlie 
laity, and actually contemplated the erection of a 
school of law in London, exclusively for their use, 
and in addition to the means alreaily afforded by 
the Temple, and the various Inns of Court. 

That Ik hoped to gain popularity amongst the 
profession, by such a measure, is extremely pro- 
bable ; indeed, as affairs ibw stood, it was his best 
policy to conciliate that body, since it is evident 
from an occurrence which took place this year, 
that Wolsey had really b|^n to be alarmed at 
the public feeling Towards him. The circum- 
stance was as follows. At Christmas, a masque 
was got up at Gray’s Inn, by the students tliere, 
according to the fashion of the times, principally 
founded upon passages of the Heathen mythology, 
with personifications of the Passions. This masque 
had been written and prepared, upwards of twenty 
years before, by a Mr. John Roo, holding the dig- 
nified situation of Serjeant at Law; ^d its plot 
was that the Lord “ Govemaume was ruled by 
Dissipation and Negligence, by whose injudicious 
conduct and evil doings, the Lady Public Weak 
was separated from her Lord. The consequence 
of this, as the masque showed, was tliat Rumor 
PopuU, Inmrd Grudge, and Disdain of Wanton 
Sovereignty, all personifications, took up arms with 
a multitude of followers to expel Negligence and 
Dissip&tion, and to restore Publk Weak again to 
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her estate aud to the society of her hushaad, the 
Lord 0<mver7iaunce'* 

The masque was so well got up, and so intelli- 
gibie, with sudi rich dresses, rare devices, and 
amusing morris dances, that it was hi^y spoken 
of by every body, and Gray’s Inn becdhie quite 
the fashionable resort. , ,, 

This soon reached th^^eare of Wolsey, who in- 
stantly supposed that the masque had been got 
up as a libel upon him ; and, accordingly, he kept 
no terms with the jKirti^ implicated in its repre- 
sentation. His first act was*, in a great Airy, to 
send for Boo, Avm whom he took his coif, com- 
mitting him to the Fleet prison ; after which, he 
highly rebuked and threatened all the young gen- 
tlemen who had performed "in the piece, sending 
even one of them, a Mr. Thomas Moyle, from 
Kent, to the Fleet also ; but Itoth Boo and Moyle 
were soon afterwards liberated through the ex- 
ertions of their friends. On this subject Hall ob- 
serves that ** this plaie sore displeesed the Cardi- 
nell, and yet it was never meante to hym, as you 
have harde, wherfqre numy wise men grudged to 
see hym take it so hartely, and even the Cardineli 
said that the kyng was Mghly displ^ed with it, 
and spake nothyng of hymself.” 

The o^niiig of the year 1527 calls on us for 
a short notice respecting Mr. Cavendish, whose 
MS. life of Wolsey we have so often quoted; and 
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we have therefore to stsite, that Mr. Fitz William 
having this year retired from the Cardinal’s ser- 
vice, Cavendish was appointed to fill his vacancy, 
which placed him near to Wolsey's person : so 
that of all that he relates, siibse(|uent to this, he 
may be considered an eye-witness, whilst the pre- 
ceding part of his memoir must depend upon the 
credit of his informants, amongst which number, 
Wolsey himself was one, in several points. 

The commencement of this year was also re- 
markable for the foundation of his collegiate school 
at Ipswich, or rather, as called by some writers, a 
new modelling of St. Peter’s priory in that town, 
for the education of youth until they should be 
fitted for the university ; and wliich, though much 
inferior, as the nature of the design seemed to re- 
(piire it should be, in respei-t to the extent and 
revenues of Cardinal’s College at Oxford, has yet 
1>ccn considered by his panegyrists “ as no incon- 
siderable instance of that greatness of mind, with 
which he was confessedly endowed.” 

All the necessary pre])aratious being made for 
the proposed foundation, it was u})on the 6th of 
March, this year, that WiUiam Browli, Prior of 
St Peter’s Priory at Ipswich, surrendered the 
same to the Cardinal, who thereupon directed the 
foundation of his intended college to be laid; ap- 
{minting a fraternity to consist of a dean, twelve 
canons, eight singing men, and as many choristers. 
The iutvntiou was that youth should be educated. 
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as ill a nursery, for his new college at Oxford ; 
and it is recorded that the building was carried 
on with such expedition, and gave so much satis- 
faction, that it met with great encouragement, not 
only from the corporation of Ipswich, but from 
the gentlemen round the comitry. 

The first dean appointed by Wolsey was 
William Caixm, who exerted himself much to- 
wards the finishing of the work, so that many 
apartments were ready before the end of the year ; 
for whidi Mr. Thomas Cromwell took down 
several ricli 2>iece8 of fumiturci also copes, vest- 
ments, and other sacerdotal clothing. Tliere is 
extant a letter from this dean to Wolsey, in the 
Cottonian collection, which throws some light 
u]Nni the monkish manners of the time ; wherein 
he tells him that uixra our Lady’s even he with 
all the comjiany of the college sung the even song 
in the college church, and then repaired “ to our 
Lady’s, and there sung even song as solemnly and 
devoutly as we could,” which was done in the 
comiiany of several gentlemen and ecclesiastics, 
together with tlie bailiffs of the town, and the 
portman, and the prior of Christ>church, “all 
the which accompanied us that same night home 
again to yom* Grace's college, with as loving and 
kind a manner as I have seen; and at their 
cuiniug thither, tliey drank with me both wine 
and beer, and so that night departed.” On the 
following day, after the due ceremonials in tlic 
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College church, at which a large number of the 
gentry attended, a convivial dinner was given to 
the paity — “ all the which were there, with what 
good will and diligence they could, to do your 
Grace honour that day ; and they all took repast 
at dinner at your Grace’s college, and, ns I trust, 
well entertained with good fare and such fashion 
as we could devise, whercwitli they were right 
well contented and pleased, as I supposed.” 

After various details about college vestments, 
he a«lds — “ fiurtherraore there have been sent unto 
your Grace’s college, against the nativity of our 
Lady, nine bucks, which bucks were spent on 
our said Lady-day, in your Grace's college and 
in the town of Ijiswich ; whereof one buck was 
delivered to the chamberlains of the tomi, for the 
24 hea<l men of the said town, and in money 
tea shillings to make merry withal ; and in like 
manner to the bailiffs’ wives and portmen’s wives 
to make merry with, a buck and ten shillings !” 

These jovial doings could not fail to make the 
college popular, and accordingly we find that in 
the ensuing August a letter or memorial was 
transmitted from the Corporation of Ipswich to 
VVolsey, in which they bestow on him their 
heartiest thanks for its foundation, as tending 
much to the increase of learning, and to the vir- 
tuous bringing up of young children, so that the 
}>c()ple, '' as well children as oiir aged folks, do 
greatly rejoice at the same.” 
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This college, though it did not long exist, cer- 
tainly changed the mode of education for the 
iHJtter; for, till then, boys were brought up in 
inonasteries ; and the great interest which Wolsey 
took in it may be inferred from his not only 
drawing up a grammar for the use of the pupils, 
printed after his death in 1534, but also rules for 
its management, with a shoit explanatory preface. 



Ilie site of the college is stated to have con- 
tained, by estimation, six acres ; but it seems that 
it was soon demolished after its grant to a lay- 
man, Tliomas Alvei’de, in the 23d of Henry. In 
fact, no part of it was left standing except one 
gate, which still remained when Kirby wrote. 
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He says that the very foniulatiou was dug up, 
insomuch that the fii*st stone was not long siiux* 
(1764) found in two pieces, worked into a coniniou 
wall in Woulfonn’s lane, with a Latin inscription 
to this effect — 

“ In the year of Christ 1528, and the twentieth 
of the reign of Henry VIII., king of England, on 
the 15th of June, laid by John, Bishop of Lincoln.” 
It is now preserved in Christ church college, us a 
relic of the founder. 

From these domestic improvements the Car- 
dinal was frequently called by state affairs, Iwth 
home and foreign ; especially, as markeil by some 
chronologists for this year, in Jiui\iary, when the 
Duke of Bourbon marched from Milan^ towards 
Rome, which he invested, but fell ; his anny, how- 
ever, forcing the pope to take shelter in the Castle 
of St. Angelo, and finally to surrender -himself a 
prisoner in the May following : but in the mean 
time, at home, the public feeling was now begin- 
ning to show itself very manifestly in opposition 
to Wolsey; of which one remarkable instance 
took place, early in 1527, when placards were 
stuck up in several parts of the city, warning him 
that he should not advise the king to marry the 
princess Mary to a French prince ; for, if he did, 
he should thereby be considered as showing him- 
self an enemy both to the king and to the com- 
monwealth. These placards also contained some 
very heavy threats ; so that when the Lord Mayor, 
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Sir Thomas Seymour, informed Kim of the fact, 
he was much enraged, and ordered the most dili- 
gent search to be made after the author of them : 
but it was in vain ; he was not to be fornid. 

Ft is evident that these threats made a great 
impression upon him; for, on the night of the 
30th of April, or May even, he directed watch to 
Ikj set at York place, where he. also had “ cart 
gonnes ready charged similar watches were set 
all round the metropolis, at Newington, St. John 
Street, Westminster, in St. Giles’, Islington, and 
various other places, “ which watches were kq)t 
l»y gentlemen and their servants, with house- 
holders, and all for feare of y* Londoners hicause 
of this hjl." When the citizens heard of these 
precautions, they expressed their surprise that he 
should feel such hatred towards them : for they 
said that if he mistrusted them, he loved not them ; 
and where love is not there is hatred : they de- 
clared also, that they never intended any harm 
against him, bat still they disapproved of his pre- 
cautions, ujion the plea that if fivfe (» six dishrderly 
jiersons had caused any disturbance or alarm iu 
the city, then all th^ watches would have marched 
in, and much damage, nay even plunder and rob- 
bery, might have ensued. These considerations 
appear to have made a Strong ^l^ression upon 
the citizens in general^ “wherefore they murmured 
much against the Cardinall, and his undiscrete 
doinges.” 
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To an ordinar>' mind these circumstances might 
have afforded considerable cause of alarm ; indeed, 
as it is urged by various intelligent writers, even 
the temporary fall of the poi)edom might have 
been regarded by Wolsey ns a lesson to himself ; 
but he seems not so to have considere*! it, not- 
withstanding the very plain sj)eaking of the people 
upon the subject. It was on Sunday, the 2d of 
June, that authentic intelligence first arrivcsl U) 
the king at Windsor of the captiu'e and sacking 
of the Holy City, and the affair is said to have 
been lamented by Henry, and by many prelates : 
“ but the comminaltie lyttl§ mourned for it, and 
said that the pope was a niffyan, and was nut 
mete for the roume ; wherfore they sayde that he 
began the myschief, and so he was well served 
notwithstanding, as earlyns the 18th, the king gave' 
a commission to the Cardinal to treat for the pojie's 
restoration to liberty. Wolsey, however, was 
anxious to have this insult to .the church consi- 
dered in another and more serious point of view ; 
and accordingly he called a meeting of the prelates 
and principal clergy, where he not only exprease<l 
bis sorrow for the fall of the pope, but also for 
the impression which seemed already to lie made 
on the minds of the people against the clergy, for 
their great pomp, pride, and indecent manner of 
life : on the close of the meeting he waited upon 
the king, and is said thus to have addressed him : 

“ Sir, by the only calling of Gwl, yon be maik* 
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defender of the Christian faith ; now consider in 
what state the church of Christ standeth ; see 
how the head of the church of Rome is in ca{)< 
tivity ; see how the holy fathers be brought into 
thraldom, and be without comfort; now show 
yourself an aid, a defender of the Church, and Grod 
shall reward you !” 

To this Henry is stated to have replied ; — “ My 
lord, I more lament this evil change than my 
tongue can tell ; but where you say that I am de- 
fender of the faith, 1 assure you that this war be- 
tween the emperor and the pope is not for the 
faith, blit for temporal possessions and dominions : 
and now, sith Bishop Clement is taken by men of 
war, what should 1 do ? my person, nor my people, 
cannot him rescue ; but if my treasure may help 
him, take that which to you seemeth most con- 
venient.” 

For this liberal o0er, Wolsey returned thanks 
upon his knee ; “ and there uppon the Cardinall 
caused to be gathered together of the kyng’s trea- 
sure XII score thousande pounde, which he car- 
ried over the sea with him, as you shal heare 
after.” 

But not content with putting his hand into 
the royal treasury, WolWy sent orders to the 
bishops, to have solemn, processions made in all 
the churches for the reliriT of his holiness ; he also 
recommended all men to fast three days in the 
week. Pew, however, fasted ; for the priests said 
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their orders were to make the |)eople fast, but not 
to fast themselves ; and the laity insisted that the 
priests should be the first to fast, and to set an 
example, because the very cause of the fasting 
was for a priest. The consequence vTas that no 
fasting took place, and the pope was left to his 
fate! 

It is worthy of remai’k, that Wolsey’s foreign 
IJolicy, when not affected by his own private in- 
terests, a^ in regard to France and the empire, 
was always directed towards the preservation of 
Christendom against the prepress of the Turks, 
which, at that period, along with the incursions 
of other infidel powers, was an object of great 
alarm in Europe. Poland and Hungaiy were the 
two kingdoms most particularly threatened at this 
moment; and Sigismond, king of the former, on 
the 7th of May, Avrote a highly flattering letter 
to the Cardinal on the subject ; thanking him for 
the friendship whidi he had hitherto expressed to- 
wards that country; noticing the high credit in 
which he stood with flie king, and with the whole 
nation; and congratulating himself, and the whole 
Christian interest, on the hopes which thence arose 
of future safety. 

Sigismond further entreated his interest and 
influence, not only with Henry, but with the rest 
of the chief princes of Europe, for succour to Po- 
land, in her then extreme distress ; assuring him, 
that from those living north-east of him, evidently 
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intended for the RushiaiiH or Muscovites, he could 
have little hope, as they themselves actually vexed 
and afflictwl the Christian religion even more than 
the Infidels ; and he concluded with — “ we heartily 
commend ourselves, and our subjects, who trade 
to the kingdom of England, to your reverend lord- 
ship, as our most particular friend, whom we are 
willing to gratify in every respect that we shall 
l)e capable of, and never to be wanting to you in 
any friendly office.” 

Indeed, the applications to England, at this 
]K‘riml, for assistance against these barbarians were 
very numerous, and show the high political station 
which she had assumed in Europt'an concerns: 
yet, friendly as Henry was to the cause, it does 
not ap[)ear that any very active means were 
adopted by him in furtherance of these applica- 
tions; for his contests \vith France had emptied 
the royal treasury, and he was now engaged by 
treaty with that country to commence a new war 
iigainst his old ally and nephew, the emperor. 

IIow anxious Henry was in this affair, is evi- 
dent from the fact, that one of the articles was a 
reinplcte renunciation, for himself and successors, 
of all right and title to the kingdom of France, 
and, in general, of whatever Francis then pos- 
sessed ; and it can scarcely be doubted that Wol- 
sey was his warm adviser towards this jmlicy, as 
Henry, of himself, was not likely to have made such 
a concession: but whether this jiolicyon the part of 
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the Cardinal was a of principle, or the re- 
sult of bribery, as has Iwen ehiu'ged against him, 
is a fact now difficult to ascertain. 

Another Jirticlc was, that Francis, or his sou, 
the Duke of Orleans, as they might cljcwse, shoul<l 
marry the Princess Mary; but it was not much 
relished by tlie people, they fearing that if such a 
marriage should take place, she might, \chen on 
the throne, be too much under the iullueuce of 
France, It is worth noticing too, that tife French 
Bishop of TarlK‘ raised objections against this ar- 
ticle, as had formerly beim done by Spain, on ac- 
count of the supiiosed illegitimacy of Mary ; an 
objection which oi)erated powerfully on the niiml 
of Henry, in addition to his love for the Lady 
Anne; and to which, it is HUi)i)osed, the bishop 
was urged by Wolsey himself, to l>e revenged on 
the emperor, fur denying him the archbishopric of 
Toledo, and also in regard to the tiara. 

Though the embassy of Wolsey, to hasten and 
conclude this treaty, was not determined on by the 
king and council until after long deliberation, yet 
Stowe says, that for what ciiuse it was to take 
place no person knew, but the king, until his rc- 
turu : and the importance which Henry attached 
to it miuit have been considerable, as the Cardinal 
is stated to have taken over with him 300,000 
crowns ; partly to cover his own expenses, and for 
a loan to the French king, if that .shouhl be, ex- 
pedient. It is iisserted by Guicciardini, as already 

n n 2 
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hinted, that the selection of Wolsey for this em- 
bassy was not so much from his own wish, as 
from a concerted plan on the part of his enemies, 
who hsid long borne him ill-will, and had been 
lying in wait for some opportunity to injure him : 
consequently, they were urgent for his under- 
tfiking the embassy ; and to induce him the more 
readily to do so, they “ alledged that it was more 
meete for his high wit, discretion, and authority, 
to bring- so weighty a matter to passe, than any 
other within this realme.” This, however, ac- 
cording to the Italian author already mentioned, 
was a mere pretence, as their object was, by any 
means, to remove him from the king’s person, 
when they would have an opportunity of speaking 
their minds about him freely to his majesty, 
in whose estimation they hoped to lessen the 
favourite. 

Nay, it is said by our English historians, that 
Henry himself was so anxious to escape for a time 
from Wolsey’s vigilance, that he issued orders for 
immediate preparation, with which the Cardinal 
as instantly complied, and was soon ready to set 
out on his journey. On the day of his departure, 
he wa.s attended by most of the peers and bishops 
that were not implicated in the plot against him, 
when he commenced his diplomatic tour with a 
grand procession from his new \ousu in West- 
minster, passing through the city towards London 
Bridge. 
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First acme u great number of gentlemen in 
velvet coats, and most of them with chains of 
gold rouml their necks ; then all his own yi'omcu, 
accompanied by the servants of tin* nobility and 
of jieople high in office, all in orang«‘-lawny coats ; 
his device of a cardin<*|rs hat, with T. C, embi*oi- 
derwl, Ix'iiig not only upon the gentlemen’s and 
servants’ outer garments, but also ujuni his simili- 
ter mules, upwonis of twenty in number. Ilis 
carriages and carts, and other piwts of his train, 
next apiieared in the procession ; after whom came 
the Cardinal himself, in the most sumptuous sa- 
cerdotal dress,, riding on a mule, M’ith another 
sjtare mule, and also a spare horse, covered with 
trappings of criinsim velvet, and having stirnijis 
of solid gold. He was preceded, as usual, by the 
two priests with great silver crosses, by two pil- 
lars of silver, by the great .seal of Mngland, the 
Cardinal’s hat, and a gentleman carrying his cloak- 
bag, of fine scarlet cloth, embroidered with gold ; 
and, after him, came the remainder of his retinue. 

Couriers, then called harbingers, had proceeiled 
a day before, and he thus commenced his journey 
by short stage.s, sleeping the first night at the 
mansion of Sir Richard Wiltshire, not more than 
two miles lieyond Deptford, in which town most 
of his tr?iin wefe lodged. 

His second day’s journey was to Rochester, 
where he occupied the bishop’s palace ; his third 
to Feversham, where he lodged in the abbey; and 
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at the close of the fourth day he arrived at Can- 
terbury, where the archbishop received him with 
great hospitality and much apparent kindness. 
At ('anterbury he made a stay of four or five 
days, on account of the great fair and jubilee, then 
held in hononr of St. Thomas (Thomas a Becket), 
the patron of the see, on whose day there was a 
soh'inn procession, in which the Cardinal took a 
conspicuous part, being decked |^ut in all his legan- 
tine ornaments, with the cardinal’s hat upon his 
head. He appears to have taken this opportunity 
of again asserting his superiority over the see of 
Canterbury, having actually commanded the monks 
of the choir to pray for the pope, or rather to ask 
the Virgin Msuy to do so, by iuti'oduciug these 
words in the seiwice, “ Sancta Maria, ora pro Papa 
nostro Clementi !” 

Whilst the service was going on, the Cardinal 
knelt u|K)n a stool prepdted for him before the 
entrance of the choir, doing penance with his 
knees upon carpets and cushions ; but the monks 
and the choristers stood in the body of it. When 
tlie Litany was sung, the Cardinal was observed 
to weep ; which those who were near him sup- 
jwsed, as Cavendish says, “ to bee for griefe that 
the pope was in such calamity and danger from 
the lance kniglrts.” 

It appears, that a knowledge of the Cardinal’s 
embassy had reached the Continent before him ; 
for Cavendish, his gentleman-usher, having been 



AND UIS TIMES. 


375 


despatched the follumiig day to Calais, whore he 
arrived at night, he was received, “ withontt the 
Lanthome*gate” by all the town council, who evi- 
dently exjjccted that it might be Wolsey himself. 
To these gentlemen Cavendish delivered Ids let- 
ters and credentials; hut it was not until two days 
aftei* that Wolsey arrived early in the morning, 
when he was duly received in all pomp by the 
nobility and greatgofficers, by the council and tlie 
mayor of the staple ; and by the clergy, in rich 
copes, with many rich crosses, all forming one 
grand procession. 

Beneath, the “ Lanthome-gatc” a stool was 
placed, with cushions and rich carpets, “ where 
hee kneehid, and made his prayei's ; at whicli time 
they fenced him in with seizures of silver, and 
sprinkled water.” Tins ceremony over, the pro- 
cession preceded him into the town until they 
came to the church of St. Mary, which he en- 
tereil, taking his station at the high altar, and 
giving from thence his benediction and pardon to 
the jwople. A great number of the nobility and 
gentry next accompanied him to an hotel, as it 
appears, called the Chequer, where he took up his 
abode, but was instantly obliged to go “ imme- 
diately into his naked bed, because he was some- 
what troubled with sicknesse, by reason of his 
passage by sea.” Strange ! that he who could rule 
Heaven so far as to give pardon in the gross to 
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all tbv people of a large town, should not lie able 
to eure himself of a little sea-sickness ! 

tie wjw able, however, to entertain a large 
party, both of French and hlnglish, tliat day at 
dinner; and all his suite and carriages Iwing 
slnn’tly afterwards got on shore, he prepared for 
liis journey to the French court. Before setting 
out, he assembled his numerous suite in his [>rivy- 
chainlK*r, where he gave them.# lecture on diplo- 
matic etiquette, which, for its quaintness and clia- 
racteristic feeling, we insert verbatim as reconled : 
— “ I have called you hither to declare unto you, 
that i would have you both consider tlie duty you 
owe to me, and the good will I semblably beare to 
you for the same. Your intendment of service 
is to further the authority I have by commission 
from the king, which diligent observance of yours 
I will hereafter recommend to his majestic; as 
also to show you the nature of the Frenchmen, 
and withall to instnu't you with [what] reverence 
you shall use me for the high honour of tlie king’s 
majestie, and to inform you how you shall euter- 
tainc and accompany the Frenchmen, when you 
shall meet at any time. 

“ Concerning the first point, you shall under- 
stand, for divers weighty aflairs of his grace's, and 
for meerc advancement of his royal dignitie, bee 
hath assigned mee in this journey to bee his lieu- 
tenant ; what reverence, therefore, belongeth to 
mee for the same I will show you. 
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“ By virtue, therefore, of niy corumission and 
lieutenantship, I assume and take upon mee. to 
bee esteemed in all honour and ilejyrees of service, 
ns unto his highness is meet and due ; and that 
by mee nothing bee neglected, that to his state is 
due and nppertiiient; for iny jiart you shall see 
that I will not omit one jot thereof. Therefon?, 
one of your chiefe causes of your assembly, at this 
time, is to informdlyou that you bee not Ignorant 
of your duty in this. I wish you, therefore, as 
you would have my favour, and also charge you 
all in the king’s name, that you do not forget the 
same in time and place ; but that every of you doe 
observe his duty to mee according as you will at 
your retume avoid the king’s indignation, or de- 
serve his highnesse’ thanks ; the which J will set 
forth at our return, as each of you shall deserve. 

“ Now, to the second point, the nature of the 
Frenchmen is such, tlfht at their first meeting 
they will be as familiar with you, as if they had 
known you iiy long acquaintance, and will com- 
mune with you in their French tongue, as if they 
knew every^ word ; therefore, use them in a kiml 
manner, and bee as familiar with them as they 
are with you. If they s|>eak to you in their na- 
turall tongue, speake to them in English ; for if 
you understand not them, no more shall they 
you.” 

This part of his speech seems, however, to have 
lieen more in good humoured Jest tiian in solier 
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earnest ; for speaking merrily to one of the gen- 
tlemen, being a Welshman, Rice (quoth hee) speak 
thou Welsh to them, and doubt not but thy speech 
will be more difficult to them than their French 
shall bee to thee. Moreover, hee said unto them 
all. Let your entertainment and behaviotu* bee ac- 
cording to all gentlemen’s in humility, that it may 
bee reported after our departiure from thence, that 
you were gentlemen of very good behaviour and 
humility, that all men may know you understand 
your duties to yoiu* king and to your master. 
Thus shall you not only obtain to yourselves 
great commendatioas and praises, but also greatly 
advance your prince and country.” 

()n the following day, being Mary Magdalen’s, 
the Cardinal left Calais in the utmost pomp and 
magnificence ; or, as Cavendish expresses it, “ with 
sudi a number of black coats as hath beene seldom 
scene.” He was accompanied by all the gentry of 
Calais and its vicinity, in black velvet coats, with 
chains of gold ; and his own immediate establish- 
ment preceded him three abreast, extending three 
quarters of a mile in length ; whilst h^ himself had 
the insignia of all his honours borne bdorc him as 
usual, with the exception of the great seal of Eng- 
land, which he had left with the Master of the 
Rolls. 

But the Cardinal here again found how de- 
ficient his powers were upon earth, whatever they 
might be in heaven; for, as Cavendish states, 
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thus passing on his vmy, we had scarce gone a 
mile, but it began to raigue so vehemently, that 1 
have not seen the like for tlie time, which endured 
nntill we came to Bulloigne ; and ere we came to 
SUtndingJidd,ih^ Cardiuall of Lorraine, a goodly 
young gentleman, gave my lord a meeting, and 
received him with much joy and reverence, cud 
so passed forth with my lord in conununirntion 
untill wee came neere the said Siamlingjitld, which 
is a religioxis ploa* standing between the English, 
French, and Imperiall dominions, being a newtcr. 
holding of neither of them.’' 

It is evident that the present embassy was not 
much approved of by the emperor, and a curious 
view of diplomatic security and of the law of mo- 
tions, at this {)eriod, is given by Cavendish, who 
says, “ then there we waited for my Lord Lc 
Count Brian, Captaine of Picardy, with a great 
nmnber of Stradiates, or Arboru^s, standing in 
array in a great piece of greene oates, all in liar* 
uesse upon light horses, passing on with my lord 
in a wing into Bulkngne, and so after into Pi» 
cardie, for my lord doubted that the emperor 
would lay some ambushment to betray him, for 
which cause he commanded them to attend my 
lord for the safety of his owne person, to conduct 
him from the danger of his enemies.” 

At Bulloigne he was received by the munici- 
pality and principal citizens, “ having a learned 
man, that made an oration in LaUnc to him and 
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then by the military commandant, with a large 
retinue on horseback. This took place about a 
mile from the gates, when they proceeded into 
the town, the. Cardinal being conducted to the 
ablwy in state. There they presented to him a 
famous image, called " Oiu* Lady of Bulloigne,” 
to which great offerings were frequently made ; 
after which he very kindly gave his blessing to 
the people, adding thereto, as a more special fa- 
vour, several days of pardon, and retired to his 
apartments in the abbey *. 

Proceeding next day to Montreuil, he was re- 
mved by the inhabitants, all in .similar livery ; 
and here another Latin oration was made to him, 
which, as before, he answered in the same tongue. 
On entering the gate, he was honoured by a 
cmiopy of silk, on which were embroidered the 
some device and cypher as on the coats of his 
train : this was bestowed afterwards on his foot- 
men, as a perquisite of their office. Various pa- 
geants were also got up in his honour ; in all of 
which he was .distinguished by the title of Le 
Cardinal Pacifique, or the peace-making Cardinal. 
Similar compliments awaited him at Abbeville, 
where be was lodged in a new-built royal man- 

* Amongst the pageants, on this occasion, was one thus 
curiously described : " and at the gate was made a pageante, 
in the which was a nonne, called HoUe Chnrche ; and three 
Spaniardes and three Almayncs had her violated, and a Car- 
dinal her reskued, and set her up of newe agayne !" 
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sion, that had already been honoured as tlie place 
of marriage of Louis, the late French king, and 
Mary, sister to Henry VIII. 

At Abbeville he resided eight or nine days, 
passing his time in splendid entertainments with 
the French nobility; after which he was con- 
ducted to a place which Cavendish calls Le Chan- 
nel Percequeine, close to which was an extensive 
sacenlotal college, seated on a great hill and rock, 
described as bearing a great resemblance to Wind- 
sor Castle. Here he was received in solemn pro- 
cession, and first conducted to the church, afU'r- 
wards'to a castle, erectetl uj)on a bridge over the 
river Somme, already distingpished as the place* 
of interview l)etween our Edward IV. and the 
French king. This castle being only six riiilcK 
from Amiens, whither the King of France • was 
now proceeding, the Cardinal dctermimsl to make 
it his head-quarters; and as the occurrences at 
the first interview were rather curious, we shall 
give them in Cavendish’s words. 

He says, ** My lord was no sooner seated in his 
lodging, but I heard that the French king would 
come that day to the city of Amience, which u^as 
not above six English miles from thence. And 
being desirous to see his coming thither, I tookc 
with mee two of my lord’s gentlemen, and rale 
pr^ntly thither: and being but strangers, wee 
tooli» up our lodging at the sign of the Angell, 



38* WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL. 

dirtetl3rover against the west door of theCathedrall 
Cbnreh de Nostre Dame, where wee stayed in ex- 
pectation of the king’s coming. And about foure 
of the clocke came Madame Regent, the king’s 
mother, riding in a very rich charriot ; and with 
her was the Queene of Navarre, her daughter, at- 
tended with a hundred or mure of ladies and gen- 
tlewomen following, every one riding upon a white 
palfrey, also her guard, which was no small num- 
Ijer. And within two days after, the king came 
in with a great shot of gunners ; and there was 
divers pageants made onely for joy of his com- 
ining, having about his pei-son, and betbre him, a 
great number of noUeraen and gentlemen in three 
companies : the first were of Swithers and Bur- 
gonians, with gunnes ; the second were French- 
men,* >nth bowes; the third were le Carpe-fall 
Si’ottishmen, w'ho were more comely persons then 
all the rest. The French guard and Scottish had 
all one livery, being apparalled with rich coates of 
white cloath, with a rich guard of silver bullione 
of a handful! broad. The king came riding on a 
ridi jennet, and did alight at the said great church, 
and was conveyed with procession to the bishop’s 
pallace, where hee was lodged. The next morning 
I rode again to Piceguef^t to attend upon my 
lord ; and when I came, lord was ready to go 
on borsebacke to ride towards Amience ; and pass- 
ing on his way, hee was saluted by divas noble 
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personages making him orations in Latin, to whom 
iiiy lord made answer ex tempore *. Then was 
word brought him that the king was ready to 
meete him, wherefore hee lutd no other shift, but 
to light at an old chappeil that stoode hard by the 
high way, and there hee newly apinirelled himself 
in rich array; and so mounted a new mule, vmrie 
richely trapped with a foote cloath of crimson 
velvet, purfled wiUi gold, and fringed aiwut the 
edges with a fringe of gold very costly, his stirroiw 
of silver guild, the bosses of the same, and the 
cheekes of his mule’s bit were all guilt with fine 

* Amongst the various honours connected with this em- 
bassyj and conferred by Francis upon the Cardinal, one of the 
most remarkable is a grant by letters patent, in which he 
granted to him, that ** he may, in all the cities and boroughs 
through which he shall pass, on his journey towards its, de* 
liver all and every the prisoners then confined in those plcTces ^ 
and to forgive, acquit, and panlon all matters, crimes, and 
delinquencies, committed and perpetrated by such prisoners, 
in the same manner and form as we do, and have been accus- 
tomed to do, at our first visiting cities and boroughs of our 
said kingdom j" — ^but he afterwards excepts ** the crimes of 
liigh treason, murder, rape, sacrilc^, coining, and burning 
houses.** 

As for the opinion which the people held, we may judge of 
it from the fact, that they actually got up a masque at Parts, 
ill which the emperor danced with the pope and the King of 
Frtince, until he wearied them, whilst the King of England sat 
quietly on a bench looking 3 and when it was asked m liy 
he danced not, it was answered, that he sat there only to pa> 
the minstrels thrir wages, ** as who should say, wc pay for 
all meirs dancing 
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gold: and by the time that hee was mounted 
aga}me after this gorgeous sorte, the kinge was 
come veric neere, within lease than a quarter of au 
English mile, his guard standing in array upon 
the top of a high hill, expecting my lord’s coming ; 
to whom my lord made as much haste as conve- 
niently hee could untill hee came within a paire 
of hut’s length, and there hee stayed. The king 
pcrccavinge this, havinge two worthie young gen- 
tlemen with him, the one called Monseur Vada- 
mount, and the other Monseur de Guyes, half- 
brother to the Cardinall of Loraine, dnd to the 
Duke of Loraine, also beinge lyke apparalled, as 
the kinge was, in piuple velvet lined with cloth 
of silver, the kinge caused Monseur Vadamount 
to issue from him, and to ride to my Lord Car- 
dinall, to knowe the cause of his tarrieing. And 
this Monseur being mounted upon a faire greate 
genet, toke his road with his horse untill he came 
even to my lord, and then caused his horse to 
come aloft twice or thrice so neere my lord’s mule, 
that he was in doubt of his horse, and so alighted, 
and iu humble reverence did his message to my 
lord; and that donne he mounted againe, and 
made his horse to do the same at his departing, as 
before hee did at his comming ; and so repaired 
unto the king. His answw being ended, the king 
advanced forwards, seeing my lord doe the like, 
and iu the mid way they met, embracing eche the 
other with amiable connteiumce and cutertain- 
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inent. Then drewe into the place all noblemeu 
and gentlemen of both parties with wonderftd— 
made one to another as though they had bwn of 
old acqiiaintance. The presse uras sudi and so 
thicke, that diverse had their lejj^p; hurt with 
horses. Then the hinge’s officers crietl * inarche ! 
marche ! devaunt de devaunt,’ and so the hinge 
and my Lorde Cardinal! on his ryght hande, nalc 
forthe towards Amiens, every Hnglish gentleman 
accompanied with another of France. The traine 
of these two princes was two miles in length, that 
is to say from the place of their meeting unto 
Amiens, where they were nobly receiveil with 
giinnes and pageants, untill Uic king had brought 
my lord to his lodging, and then dejiarted for that 
night..” 

The King of France lay at the bishop’s palace, 
where a visit of state was paid by the (Jardinal 
next day after dinner, thus quaintly described, — 
“ At which time the king kept his bed, yet never- 
thelesse my Lord came into his bed-charaher, 
where on one side of the bed sat the king’s mother, 
and on the other side the Cardinall of Loraine, 
accompanied with diverse other gentlemen of 
France, and after some communication and drink- 
ing of a cuppe of wyne with the king’s mother, 
my Lord departed, and returned to his own 
lodginge accompanied with diverse gentlemen and 
noblemen, where they supped with him.” 

The king and Cardinal remained about a fort- 
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nigbt at Amiens, where they consulted and 
feasted each other diverse times.” The intimacy 
was now so great, that they not only went to mass 
ti^ther, but also received the sacrament at the 
same altar ; and upon the day of the Assumption, 
the Cardinal himself said mass before the Queen 
Regent and the Queen of Navarre, administering 
also to them the sacrament, after which the king, 
as an act of humility, dressed the sores of a number 
of side persons . 

It being now determined that the royal and di- 
plomatic parties should remove to Compeigne, the 
distance upwards of twenty miles, Cavendish, the 
gentleman usher, was despatched to provide lodg- 
ings for the Cardinal, and on his journey he fell 
in with an adventure, which is so descriptive of 
the manners of the times that we shall give it in 
his own words. He says, — “ In my travel, I 
having occasion to stay by the way at a little 
village to shoe my horse, there came to me a 
servant from the castle there, perceiving me to be 
an Englishman, and one of my Lord Legate’s 
servants, (as they then called my Lord) desired me 
to go into the rastle to the lord his master, whom 
he thought would be very glad to see me; to 
whom 1 consented, because I desired acquaintance 
with strangers, especially, with men of authoritie 
and honourable rank. So I went with him who 
conducted me to the castle, and at my first entrains 
I was amongst die watchmen, who ke|it the first 
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ward, being very tall men and comely persona, 
who saluted me very kindly, and knowing the 
cause of my coming, tliey advertized their lord and 
master : and forthwith the lord of the castle came 
out unto mee, whose name was Monsieur Crookesly, 
a nobleman bom ; and at his coming hee embraced . 
mee, saying that I was heartily welcome, and 
thanked me that was so. gentle as to visit him and 
his castle, saying that hee was preparing to meet 
the king and my Lord Cardinall, and to invite 
them to his castle. When hee had shewed mee 
the strength of his castle, and the walls, which 
were fourteen foot broad, and 1 had seen all the 
houses, hee brought mee downe into a faire inner 
court where his jennet stoode ready for him, with 
twelve other of the fairest jennets that ever I saw, 
especially his’ owne, which was a mare ; which 
jennet he told me hee had 400 crowns oftered for 
her. Upon these twelve jennets were mounted 
twelve goodly gentlemen, called pages of honour ; 
they rode all barehe^ed in coats of cloath of 
gold, guarded with black velvet ; and they had 
all of them boots of read Spanish leather; 

' Then tooke hee his leave of mec, annmanding 
his steward, and other of his gentlmen, to conduct 
me to his lady to dinner : so they 1^ me up to 
the Gate-House, wher then their lady and mw- 
tris lay for die time that the king and Cardinall 
should tarry there. After a short time, the Lady 
Crookeslej^ came out of her chamber into the 

c c 2 
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dyning rodme, where I attended her comming, 
who did receive mee very nobly, like her selfe, 
shee having a trmne of twelve gentlemen that did 
attend on her. Forasmuch, quoth she, as you are 
an English gentleman, whose ciistom is to kiss all 
ladies and gentlewomen in your country witlmut 
offence, yet it is not so in this realm ; notwith- 
standing, I will be so bold as to kisse you, and so 
shall you salute all my maides. After this wee 
went to dinner, being as nobly served as ever I 
saw any in England, passing all dinner time in 
pleasing discourses.” 

Proceeding to Compeigne, Mr. Cayendish took 
up his residence at an hotel opposite the market- 
place ; and, having sat down to dinner in a front 
apartment, he was shortly disturbed with a great 
noise and the clash of arras. Looking out of the 
window, he saw the officers of the police leading 
a prisoner to execution in the market-place, where 
his head was speedily cut off with a sword, and 
then placed upon a pole between two stag’s horns, 
for exhibition in the market-place, whilst his body 
was. cut up in four quarters, and exposed in foiu: 
different parts of the forest. His offence had been 
the killing of a red deer ! 

The principal apartments in the castle were 
speedily prepared for the reception of the king 
and Cardinal, and so equally apportioned between 
the two, that even the gallery was divided be- 
tween them by means of a strong will with a 
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window and door, where Wolsey and the king 
used to meet for convemtion at the window, or 
sometimes pass through the door to each other. 
In other parts of the castle the Queen Regent was 
also lo<lged with all the ladies and gentlewomen 
of her siiit. 

Sliortly afterwards, the Lord Chancellor of 
France arrived, himself a very witty man, and 
accompanied by all the king’s grave counsellors; 
when great pains w'cre bestowed upon daily con- 
ferences and consultations; at one of which a 
fracas took place In'tween the Cardinal and ehan- 
celloi’, in which Wolsey displayed a true charac- 
teristic English spirit, declaring his conviction 
that the chancellor was intriguing to prevent the 
completion of the league of amity between the two 
countries, which had been detennined on before 
his arrival at Compeigne, and threatening that if 
the French king should be led a.side by the chan- 
cellor’s policy, “ hee should not faill shortly after 
‘his returne to feele the smart, what it was to 
maintaine warre against the King of England, 
and therof hee should lx: well assured ; insomuch 
that his angry speech and bold countenance made 
them all doubt how to (piiet him in coimcil, who 
was then departed in great fury.” 

The spirit displayed by Wolsey on this occasion 
was perfectly efficacious; for, m Cavendish de- 
scribes it, — now here was sending, here was 
coming, here was intreating, and here was great 
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sutehission and intercession made unto him to re- 
duce him to his tbnner communication, who would 
in no ways relent until Madame Regent came to 
him herself, who handled the matter so well that 
she brought him to his former communication ; 
and by that means hee brought all things to passe 
that before hee could not compasses which was more 
out of feare than affection the French king had 
to the matter in hand ; for now hee ha<l got the 
heades of all the councell under his girdle.” 

That the Cardinal was fully in earnest in all 
this business is very clear from liis proceedings on 
the day ensuing, when he rose about four o’clock, 
and sat down to write despatches to the king, 
ordering one of his chaplains to prepare for mass. 
Rut prayers and every thing else were forgotten 
in the exigenc’e of the moment, WoLsey never 
rising even to take refreshment for twelve hours; 
aftjsr which, about four o’clotrk in the siftemoon, he 
finishe<I his letters which he sent off by an express, 
and then proceeded to go through all the usual 
business of a day, beginning first with mass and 
matins, then walking in the gardens for an hour 
or more, next to evening song, and then to dinner 
and supjier, retiring to rest at an early hour. 

On tlie ensuing evening a grand supper and 
entertainment were prepared by the Cardinal for 
the Queen Motlwr, the Queen of Navarre, and all 
the nobles and gentry of both sexes in their trains ; 
«Hd amtmgst those royal guests was one whose 
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case seems to have been u very hard ou'i.— 
“ Madam Lewis, one of the daughters of Lewis, 
the last king, whose sister ktely dyed ; these two 
sisters were of their mother inheritors of the 
duchie of Lrittaine. And forasmuci) as King 
Francis had married one of the sisters, by wliich 
he had one rnoytie of the siiid dutchie, hee kept 
the said Madam Lewis, the other sister, without 
marriage, to the intent the whtjle dutchie might 
descend to him or his successors after his death, 
for lacke of issue by her.” 

In the midst of this splendid display, the King 
of France and the King of Navarre came in un- 
expectedly, and with a commendable ease, and 
temporary laying aside of royal dignity, they took 
their places at the foot of the tables, where they 
seemed highly to enjoy all the good tilings before 
them, as well as the noisy and boisterous wit 
which' was passuig on all sides; they were also 
much pleased, as Cavendish states, “ with the 
noyse of my lord’s imusique, who played there all 
that night so cunningly, that the two kings tooke 
great delight therein, insomuch, that the French 
king desired my lord to lend them unto him for 
the next night. And after the supper or banquet 
ended, the lords fell to dancing, amongst whom one 
Madam’ Foimtaine had the praise.” 

Wolsey made no difficulty of granting the 
French king's reejuest of the services of his mu- 
sical band for the ensuing night ; no doubt sup- 
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posini' that it wos preparatory to a similar fete : 
but Francis had another object in view, for “ the 
next day the king tooke my lord’s musicke, and 
rode to a nobleman’s hoiise, where was some living 
image to whom he had vowed a night’s pilgrim- 
age : and to perforrae his devotion when he came 
there, which w>a8 in the night, he danced and 
caused others to doe the same, and the next morn- 
ing he returned.”. 

Amongst other sports with which the king was 
anxious to entertain the Cardinal, was that of 
hunting tl\e wild boar ; a process very different 
from a fox-hunt in England ; for a boar having 
l)een caught and then set loose in the forest pre- 
vious to the day of meeting, the king set off ac- 
companied by the Cardinal, and on their arrival 
at the appointed spot, they there found the Queen 
Regent with a nimiber of ladies mid damsels stand- 
ing in chariots and looking at the toils which were 
all laid ready for his majesty’s si>ort. 

Wolsey, however, seems not to have been de- 
si rous of hunting the wild boai’ in propnapersoua ; 
yet he placed himself in a situation even more 
dangerous, ttdcing his stand in the Queen Regent’s 
chariot, smTounded by all the bright eyes of the 
French court. But the ladies did not shrink from 
the manly sport of the field, several of them ac- 
companying tlie king inside tlie toils, " ready fur- 
nished for the high and dangerous enterprize of 
hunting of this perilous wilde swine.” 
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The king is descrilxMl as dressed in a doublet 
and hose all of “ sheepe’s colour" (perhaps what 
is now called drab) cloth all richly trimmed; hold- 
ing in a slip a brace of large greyhounds, armed 
so as to protect them ftom the tusks of the boar : 
and the ivst of the hunters were clad, like liim, in 
doublets and hose, and each having in' his hand n 
very sharp boar's spear. His majesty now gave 
orders to the keepers to uucouch the Iwar, at the 
same time desiring that every person within the 
toils should take their projter station. 

The boar was soon uncouched; and was no 
sooner out of his den, tlnm a hound drove him 
into the middle of the toils, where he stop])ed 
a while gazing upon the hunters, but not seem- 
ingly inclined to show sport. But the hound now 
drawing near him, he looked for a place of refuge, 
and presently spied a bush upon a bank, beneath 
which were two Frenchmen,' as Cavendish asserts, 
who not lieing very anxious to participate in the 
danger of the hunt had retired thither, supposing 
themselves perfectly safe. On the boai* coming 
up, he smelt to the two Frenchmen, and then 
thrust his head into" the bush, when they started 
up and ran for their lives, the boar very contentedly 
ocaipying their abdicated lair. From this, how- 
ever, he was speedily driven by the sjiears of the 
hunters, when he rushed out and made an attack 
upon one of the Cardinal’s footmen, who was 
armed with an English javelin, with which he 
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defended lumself a considerable time, imtil it was 
broken by the boar, when he was forced to defend 
himself with his sword, when some of the hunters 
came up and drove off the animal, who imme- 
diately attacked the young Ratcliffe, son and heir 
to the then Lord Fitzwalter, afterwards Earl 
of Stissex; who defended himself with his boar’s 
spear in a very gallant manner, soon after which 
the boar was killed, and the sport ended. 

In a few days the messenger, despatched to the 
English court, returned with answers, when the . 
Cardinal instantly prepared for his journey home- 
wards ; the last act of courtesy he conferred being 
that of consecrating the ChanceUor of France a 
cardinal, which he did after mass in his closet, on 
the morning of Ids departure, investing him with 
the hat and cap of scarlet. 

Immediately after the ceremony, Wolsey set off 
for Calais, where he stopped until all his travelling 
etxmpage was shipped, “ and in the meene while,” 
says Cavendish, “hee established a marte to bee 
there kept for all nations. But how long, or in 
what sort it continued, I know not ; for I never 
heard of any great good it did, or of any assembly 
of merchants or traffique of merchandize that were 
brought thither for so great and mighty a matter, 
as was intended for the good of the town.” 

Whilst stopping at Calais, the Cardinal received 
information of the final issue of an affair that hod 
produced some uneasiness. Cavendish declares 
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that there was no place wliere he was lodged, 
after he entered the territory of France, but that 
he was robhed in his privy chamber, sometimes 
of things of value, at others of mere trifles. At 
Compcigne he lost his standish, or inkstand, which 
was of solid silver gilt ; but the theft l>eing in- 
stantly noticed, the thief was taken, a little boy 
of not more than twelve or fbiuieen years of. age, 
a nifSan’s page of Paris, who had haunted Wolsey’s 
a|)artment8 Avithout any suspicion, until he was 
taken lying under the privy stairs, upon which oc- 
casion he was apprehended and examined, when 
he made a confession bf all the things that he 
had stolen, which the ruffian his master had di- 
rected him to do. On this confession being made, 
the Cardinal gave information to the French coun- 
cil, in consequence of which the ruffian was taken 
up, and, after trial, condem]|^ to stand in the 
pillory in the market-place. 

On landing at Dover, the Cardinal was informed 
that the king, beii^ then engaged in one of his 
progresses, was at tlie house of Sir Henry Wyatt 
in Kent : accordingly he set off post, expecting to 
be welcomed there with all due regard to his dig- 
nity and services, and to his royal master’s friend- 
ship ; but he was disappointed, for his reception 
was so cold, that even his followers instantly per- 
ceived it Notwithstanding this, he remained 
two or three days about the court, during wlfich 
he had several long conferences with the king ; 



396 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

after which he retired to his house at Westmin- 
ster, living in complete privacy for a fortnight, 
until the oiwning of Michaelmas Term called him 
to the exercise of his office as Lord Chancellor. 

It is a fact worthy of remark, and one that may 
have tended considerably to bis subsequent dis- 
grace at court, that Wolsey seems at this period 
to h^ve made an apjieal from the king to the 
people; for scarcely had the tenn commenced, 
when he called a public meeting to take place in 
the Star Chamber, consisting of a number of the 
nobility, all the judges, and such county magi- 
strates and others, as were then at Westminster, on 
law business, from various parts of the kingdom ; 
when he made a long sjHiech, or declaration, 
to them, explanatory of his conduct, during his 
French embassy. 

He assured them ,|that he had concluded such a 
treaty of peace as liad never been known before, 
between the two kingdoms, including also a treaty 
with the Emperor of Germany: which was further 
to be confirmed by a written treaty sealed by the 
imperial and royal seals, engraven on gold. This, 
as he fiirther told them, was not only a treaty of 
|)er]M*tual jteace, but stipulated also that the king 
should receive yearly, out of the duchy of Nor- 
mandy (as tribute), a sum which should be finally 
equivalent to all the ex|)enses incurred, and losses 
suffered by the recent wars. Another stipulation 
was in regard to the Duke of Suffolk, who had 
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married the Qneen Dowager of France, Henry’s 
sister, and who was not only to receive her dower 
in regidar payments in future, but was also to be 
paid all arrears of dower that had been stop})ed 
during past hostilities. He added, that the treaty 
was to be confirmed and ratihed by a splendid em- 
bassy from France, of noblemen and gentlemen of 
the highest muk ; that the })euce once concluded, 
then the two kingdoms were to be on such a 
friendly footing thjit there shoidd be a free inter- 
course of merchandize as if the two coimtries 
were as one ; that all persons might now travel 
through both countries, either for pleasure or 
business, without alarm or danger ; and that all 
merchstnts might traffic without risk or molesta- 
tion. He concluded by observing, that all these 
things were so beneficial to the country as to give 
pleasure to every patriotic Englishman ; calling 
upon those whom he adclressed to make them 
known in their respective counties, at the some 
time l)e8eeching and requiring them, on tlie king’s 
behalf, to show themselves loving and obedient 
subjects to his majesty in all things. 

The proclamation for peace, consequent upon 
these proceedings, took place upon the 8th of Se]>- 
tember; after which the Cardinal recommenced, 
with double diligence apparently, his favourite 
work of the suppression of the monasteries ; not^ 
however, without public censure, for we are told 
that many of them were of good fame and boun- 
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tifiil hospitality ; but then it is added that — 
'‘wherein Ihe king bearing with all his doings, 
neyther bishop nor temporal lord in this realme 
durste say any word to the contraiie. Now he 
manifested his pride upon further hope.of future 
greatness.” 

The promised embassy was now every day ex* 
pected. It was known to be formed on a most 
extensive scale, and consisted of eighty “ of the 
noblest and most worthy gentlemen in all France 
and no sooner was their expected arrival an- 
nounced, than all necessary measures were taken 
to receive them in the most splendid and hospita- 
ble manner. On their landing at Dover, and at 
all the principal towns in their way to the me- 
tropolis, they were treated with all possible ho- 
nours ; and on their arrival in town, they were 
conducted to the Bishop of London’s palace in St. 
Paul’s church-yard, which was allotted for their 
accommodation. 

People of the first rank in the state crowded in 
to wait upon them, and to send them various 
presents, consisting of wines, sugar, oxen, sheep, 
poultry, game, and in short almost all things of 
necessary expenditure in housekeeping. The Lord 
Mayor, in particular, displayed great liberality 
upon this occasion. 

At the period in question, Henry generally kept 
his court at Greenwich in preference to Westmin- 
ster ; and the first Sunday the ambassadors were 
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in England was selert«d for a formal visit to 
Greenwich, where his Majesty received them very 
graciously, and treated them in the first style of 
courtly magnificence. 

It is rather remarkable that there is no mention 
of Wolsey being at court on this occasion, althotigh 
it was one of great state ceremony, for the king 
was invested, by the embassy, with the order of 
St Michael of France, for which purpose they 
had brought over a collar of the finest gold, to 
which was ))endant a highly embellished figure of 
the patron saint, and with these were the robes 
of the order, of blue velvet richly embroidered. 

Henry seems to have been much pleased with 
this mark of royal courtesy ; for he immediately 
requited it by a noble embassy carrying to Francis 
the order of the Garter. 

No personal intercoiurse of the king and Car- 
dinal, beyond the mere state conferences already 
noticed, seems as yet to have taken place, though 
Wolsey still took a leading part iti politics ; and 
having completed the diplomatic forms and treaties, 
he was appointed to celebrate a solemn mass in 
St Paul’s, when the king was to be present The 
service appears to have been performed with great 
solemnity, for there were four-and-twenty mitres 
(bishops and abbots) assisting. Indeed, from some 
accounts, the ceremonies in honour of the Cardinal 
Legate appear to have been as numerous as those 
addressed to the Deity. Whilst the last Agnus was 
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singing, the king approached the high altar, where 
he knelt upon cushions and carpets, prepared for 
him, and was followed thither by the Great Master 
of France, the principal ambassador, and immediate 
personal representative of the French monarch. 
To them the Cai'dinal exhibited the holy sacra- 
ment, dividing the wafer between them, as a per- 
fect oath and bond, says Cavendish, “ for security 
of the said covenants of the said perpetual 
peace.” 

After the mass, Wolsey reml the articles of 
peace, when the king put his hand to the gold 
seal, and completed his ratification with the sign 
manual, delivering the same to the Grand Master 
of France as his act and deed; the latter then 
gave the same ratification ; after which the king 
and the ambassador rode to Wolsey’s house at 
Whitehall, where they dined with him. 

Politics, it appears, occupied those great person- 
ages during the remainder of the day ; but, before 
the party broke up, it was determined that the 
ambassador and suite should proceed to Rich- 
mond, to take the amusement of hunting and 
field-sports, and from thence to Hampton Court 
for the same purpose, then to Windsor, and finally 
to rejoin the king at Greenwich, to partake of a 
grand fete previous to their departime. 

The king then set off for Greenwich by water ; 
and the Cardinal immediately issued the necessary 
orders bis hoiisehold for the most siimptiious 
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entertaiiUDfint of the embassjr at Haiiipton<Goiirt ; 
fur which purpose he called together uU his prin« 
cipalt^cers and others of his estaldisfameDt, giving 
it to them in command, ** neither to spare for my 
cost or expence, nor paines'to malm th^ such 
a triumphant banquet as they might not only 
wonder at it here, but also make a glorious, re- 
port to the great honour of our. king and this 
reabne.” , 

We are then told that, “ thus having made 
knowne his pleasure, to accomplish his comimmd- 
ment they sent out all the carr^, purveyors, 
and other persons, to my lord’s friends to pre- 
pare; also they sent to all expert cooks, and 
cunning persons in the art of cookmy in ^ndon, 
or elsewhere, that might be gotten to beautify the 
feast.” 

Provisions of all kinds were now sent in, in 
such quantities, that Cavendish declares it was 
a matter of wonder to see it; whilst the cooks 
wrought day and night in preparing “ curious 
devices, where was no laeke oi gold, silver, or any 
other costly thing.” All the chambers were fitted 
up with costly hangings; and some idea of the 
general bustle may be formed from the fact, that 
the number beds prepared amounted to two 
hundred and ^hfy. 

It was intended that the grand banquet shmild 
beasupper; baton the day appointed,. the^French 
party arrived so early, and so mnch before the 

1 ) 1 ) 
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expected time, that the superior officers of the 
household were obliged to take them to Hanworth, 
above three miles distant, on pretence of a hunting 
party, which occupied them until every thing was 
ready for their reception at Hampton-Court 

On their arrival they were led to their several 
chambers, where there were good fires, with plenty 
of wine, 83^ there they remained until the supper 
waa ready, the rooms appropriated to which were 
fitted up with all the magnificence of that time, 
being hung with rich cloth of arras, and all sup* 
plied with a sufficient number of tall yeomen to 
serve. Each chamber was set round with tables, 
" banq^uet wise covered,” and in each was a cup- 
board garnished with white plate in each was 
also a great fire of wood and coals, and for their 
illumination, foure great plates to givq the more 
light, set with great lights.” 

The principal chamber was the chamber of 
preswce; and it was not only hung with the 
richest arras, but also furnished with a suniptuous 
doUt of state. In it were ** many goodly gentle- 
men to serve.” The tables were ranged round 
the apartment as in the others, but tiLe high 
table was placed under the doth state, towards 
the middle a£ the diamber, ** with six desks of 
plate gamidied all ov^ with fine gdd, saving one 
paire of capdlestidm of ajlver and guilfe with 
lights ^ the same ; the cnblm^ ^as buind about 
that no mau c^ould coma very neere it, for there 
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vsnsn divers peeoes of great store of plate to use ; 
'besides, the plates that hung on the walla to give 
li^t wfre silver and guilt, with wax lights i” — 
not a very flattering specimen of the morals or 
honesty of the good old firmer / 

As soon as all things were ready, the trumpets 
sounded to supper ; then the company were con> 
ducted to their proper places, '* and they being 
set,” says Cavendish, “ the service came up, in 
Mich aboundance, botii costly and fhtt of devises, 
with such a pieasant nmse of muslque, that the 
Frenchmen (as it seemed) were wrapt up in a 
heavenly paradise.” 

Hitherto Wolsey, eiddently through design, as 
if all this splendour should pass 'fmr a mere or* 
dinary occurrence, had not yet macte his appear- 
ance ; but the Frenchmen were very merry, and 
wise too we should think, notwithstanding, ** with 
their rich fere, and curious cates and knackes.” 
Just before the second course, * the Lord Car- 
dinal arrived 'm all haste, booted and spurred, 
entering without ceremony or announcement. On 
his appearance there was a general clamour of 
wdcome, all rising ftcm tiieir seats ; but Wolsey, 
even with humili^ of condescendofi, desired them 
" to sit still and keepe their places, and being in 
his riding 8ppar«31, called fbr his chaire, and sat 
him downe in tite midst of tile high table; and 
was there,” siQrs Cavendbh, " as merl^ and 
pleasant as eVer 1 saw him in my life.” 

D D S 
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fit! go6s on to state that the seethid oOtnSe was 
Aodr served up, consisting of above one hundred 
various devices, so goodlf and so ciostlj’ titat he 
thought the Frenchman had never seen the like. 
But what he cOnsidmn as the greatest curiosity 
of all the rest, at which the Frendunen all won- 
dered^ (Old whidi was indeed vforthy of wonder, 
were castles vrith iihiigeg hi, like fit. Paul’s 
chutxh : then there were beasts, Inrds, and fowls, 
with^uittan‘iignres most exceOently made, some 
fighting with swords, some with' guns, and others 
With cross-bows;— Kimammits not very emblema- 
tii^’ we should think, of that perpetual peace and 
trimquiUity which had been so recently sworn, 
to. Then there Were other figures dancing with 
ladies; some on horseback in complete armour, 
justing with long and sharp spears ; witii many 
more strange devices, which even the accurate 
gentleman usher at^owledges he was incapable 
of describing. But amongst all that he noted 
there, was a chess-board made of " spice plate,” 
with m^ of the same, and of good proportion; and 
because the F^dimfen had the credit of being 
very expert at tiiat game, Wols^ directed that it 
shonld be given to one of the French gentlemen, 
ordering, at the same time, that a ]|^wper case 
should be made for its convqmnce to France. 

now oalled foe a great bowl oi gold, 
filled hypocras, and pnttii^ off his cap, said, 
** I drink a l^th to the king my sovomyn hm), 
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and next onto the kung your master;” and having 
drank a hearty draught, ** be desired the grand 
master to pledge him a cup, whidi e«]^ was 
wmtb five hundred marices; and so all the lurds, 
in order, jdedged these great princes.”' 

Every thing like state ceremony seems, firom 
henceforward, to have been laid aside, for the 
..Hipe was now pudied about so ^kly that many 
di^^e Frencbnun were obUged to be led off 
to their beds. In, the midst pf this nierriment, 
Wolsey retired a short time to his privy> 
chamber, where he todt some slii^t refreshment, 
and th^ returned to the presence^duunber to 
those who wwre yet sober, where, by his affability 
and friendly iBamiliarity, he won upon foe esteem 
' and affection.cff all around 'him. 

. JBut the night now waned, or rather foe morn* 
ing ^inroached; and therefore, according to foe 
hospitable custom of fopse days, "while they 
were in conununicatian ^ pastime^ all their 
livery were served to thmr dmndKrs every diam- 
ber had a bason and ewer of silver, and a great 
livery*p|^ with plraity wine and sufficient ci 
every fo^.” 

In foe morning foe , whole party beard mass, 
and sto|^ to dine with foe Cardinal, after which 
they set off for Windsor, whilst he returned to 
Lottdmr, it beisg foe'middle term, and jperhiqps 
also to assist hia nmies^ in foe prep8nd|on of a 

scene (ff infinitely greater, magnificence ; foe whole 
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affair having been previously planned with an af- 
fected cunning and secresy, to which Henry seems, 
at all times, to have been very partial. The king, 
in the mean time, had given orders to the proper 
officers to prepare a banquet on a much more 
magnificent scale than that at Hampton-Court ; 
and, on the return of the members of die mbassy 
from Windsor, his majesty invited them to Green- 
wich, where they dined, after which they danced, 
and engaged in various pastimes until supper or 
banquet time. 

The banquet-chamber was in the little yard of 
the palace, as it then stood ; and thither they were 
conducted by the greatest personages of the court ; 

but to describe,” says Cavendish, “ the variety 
of costly dishes, and the curious devises, my weak 
ability and shallow capacity would much ecclipse 
the magnificehce thereof. But thus much take 
notice of, that although that banquet at Hampton- 
(Joiirt was marvellous sumptuous, yet this ban- 
quet excelled the ipne as much as gold doth silver 
in value.” 

In the midst of the banquet a grand touma.. 
raent was exhibited at the barriers, by gentlemen 
of fine forms and athletic powars; some on foot, 
others on horseback ; but all in complete armour 
of the most gorgeous kind. Next was there an 
interlude performed in Latin, by actors in superb 
fancy dresses ; and this over, then “ there came 
a great company of ladies and gentlewomen, the 
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chiefest beauties in ilie realuie of England, being as 
richly attired as cost could make, or art devise, to 
set forth their gestures, proportions, or beauties, 
that they seemed to the beholders rather like 
celestiall angells than terrestriall creatures, with 
whom the gentlemen of France danced and masked, 
every man choosing his lady as his fancy served.” 

These ladies having at length retired, there 
came in another masque of ladies, most richly and 
fancifully attired. Each of those ladies took out 
a Frenchman to dance, and surprised them very 
much by speaking in their own language. 

This scene of sport and grandeur began at five 
in the evening, and lasted until three o'clock in 
the morning, when as neither healtl), wealth, 
nor pleasure can alwayes last, so ended this tri- 
umphant banquet, which being i^t, seemed in the 
morning to the beholders as a phantastique dream.” 

*The embassy liaving taken leave at (nurt, pro- 
ceeded to Westminster to pay their farewell re- 
spects to tlie Cardinal, who received them with 
much pomp, and delivered to each what was then 
called “ the king’s reward.” This is descrilNid by 
Cavendish, who says, that in the &rst place every 
man of honour and estimation had plate presented 
to him ; some to the amount of two or three hun- 
dred pounds, and some even as high as four hun- 
dred. Then there were gowns of velvet with rich 
furs, rich chains of gold, and many fine horses of 
great value. The lowest gifts of all were not less 
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than twenty crowns ; and the whole being distri- 
buted, the embassy took their leave of the Cardinal. 

In the midst of all this courtly gaiety, a circum- 
stance liappened which tended , much to inflame 
the popular prejudices against Wolsey — ^the anec- 
dote has been variously related, and there is a dis- 
iigrcernent amongst the narrators as to the period 
at which it took place ; but there is sufficient rea- 
son to ^ it at this date, whilst })art of the em- 
iKissy was lodged at tlie Bishop of London’s, and 
the remainder at Merchant Tailors’ Hall. It ap- 
{lears that one evening, as they were returning 
from supper at Blackfriars to their residence, two 
boys happened to be in a gutter casting down some 
rubbish which the rain had driven there. These 
boys, unawares Jis it was contended, threw some 
of the rubbish so that it hit a lacquey belonging 
to the V’iscount of Tourain, tlmugh- without doing 
him either hurt or damage; but the French lords 
took up the matter roundly, as a thing done in 
despite; and they |ent word of it accoi'dingly to 
Wolsey, who being rather too quick of belief, and 
disdaining ail investigation, instmitly sent for Sir 
Thomas Seymour, the Lord Mayor, and com- 
manded him, u{x)n his allegiance, to arrest the 
husband, wife, children, and servants of the house 
to which the boys belonged, and to send them to 
prison, until the king’s pleasiwe should be de- 
dared ; but the two boy.s, who were apprentices, 
wm* to be conunitted to the Tower. 
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This was strictly done, agreeable to tlie onler, 
so that tlie family were kept in the Compter for 
the space of six weeks, the neighlmurs most kindly, 
in the mean time, taking care of the house and 
business ; but one of the boys died in the Tower, 
and by some accident or ill usagu the other was 
renderiHl nearly lame. It is stated, in the old 
Chnmicle already so often quoted, that “ of the 
cmcltie of the Oardinall, and of the pri<le of the 
Frenchemen, mnche people spake ; and they would 
have Iwen revenged on the Freiiclicnien, if wise 
men in the dty had not apiKused it with fair 
wordes.” 

No sooner were these scenes of eotirtly diplo- 
maiy at an end, than Wolsey became again very 
active against all who were sus]»ected of being 
friendly to the rising reformation in the church, 
to which he was most powerfully stiiniilated by 
the public reproofs, which were frequent, not only 
against the cxceasive pump, luxury, and insolence 
of the papal clergy, but also iigainst the assumed, 
and often abused, authority of the see of Rome. 

Two of the most active preachers on these sub- 
jects were Thoma.s Bilney and Thomas Arthur, 
who, in the moUth of October, 1.527, were im- 
prisoned by the Canlinal’s order ; and their exa- 
mination, which W'as held on the 27th of No- 
vember, in Ae Chapter-house at Westminster, 
took place in the presence of the Cardinal himself, 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bisho{)s of 
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London, Rochester, Ely, Exeter, Lincoln, Bath 
and Wells, and St Asaph, assisted a ntuneroos 
bench of divines and lawyers. 

Wolsey, on this occasion, took on himself the 
office of examinator, asking Bilney whether it were 
true, as alleged against him, that he had taught 
the Lutheran doctrines to the people, in opposition 
to the determination of the pope : to which Bit 
ney’s reply was, that he had not to the best of his 
knowledge or belief taught such opinions, or any 
whatsoever contrary to the doctrines of the churdi. 
When Bilney was asked if he had not sworn never 
to preach such doctrines as Luther had broached, 
but to impugn them whenever uttered, or when- 
ever occasion served, he admitted that he had done 
so, but he denied the lawfulness of that oath : he 
was, however, by the Cardinal’s express order, now 
forced to take another oath, that he would answer 
plainly to the articles exhibited against him, and 
to the errors preached by him, without craft, qua- 
lifying, or leaving out any part of the truth. 

Arthur was next examined, and subjected to the 
^.ame course of proceeding, and particularly asked 
if he had not told Sir Thomas More that he dis- 
Iwlieved the doctrine of transubstantiation? Ar- 
thur denied this, but was not believed, though he 
was allowed till noon to reconsider the question, 
and to give in his answer in writing. 

At noon, however, the ecclesiastical court being 
again sukinuly assembled, Wolsey thought proper 
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to give up tb( management of further proretHlings 
to a conuniesion of bishojis, on the plea that he 
himself was otherwise occupied about political 
affairs; he was also busily engaged in arranging 
the royal grants in favour of his new college, and 
which had been made out in the early port of the 
year, before his enemies had excited suspicions 
against him in Henry’s breast He was, indeed, 
very active in forwarding Uie erection of that 
splendid edifice; ^e hall of which was now in 
such a state of forwardness, that in the course of 
tills year the niche and statue of the founder were 



placed over the doorway leading to it: but other 
cares now b^ah to press upon him. 

We have already noticed, that in a preceding 
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year, Wulsey, as the king's chief councillor, had 
busied himself in the reformation of the royal 
household ; and, in fact, that so did he interfere 
in every thing connected with the royal establish- 
ment, that it was commonly said of him, that 
whatever was done was done by him, and without 
his assent nothing was done. Whilst taking so 
much upon him, he is said to have made Henry 
iMilieve that all things should be done to lus ho- 
nour, and that he himself ne^ed not to trouble 

t 

himself with investigation ; so that to Wolscy was 
the cliarge of all things committed, at the whiche 
wise nienne becked, and light menne laughed, 
thynkyng great folly in his high presumption.” 
Nor did the public animadversion stop here ; for 
when Henry, after the yielding up of Hamptem- 
Court had given 1dm leave to lie at Richmond, 
such was the general feeling, that * ** when the com- 
mon people, and in speciall suche as had been 
Kyiig Henry the Seventh’s servauntes, sawe the 
Cardinal kepe house in the manor royall of Rich- 
mond, whyche Kyng Henry the Seventh so higldy 
cstemed, it was a marvell to here howe thei 
grudged and saied, see a bocliet^s dogge l^e in the 
minor q/' likliemond : these with many appro- 

* Tlioro is much contradiftion as the year in which 

Ilampton-Court was given np to the king ; but, from a careful 
comparison of events, it oouM not have taken pliicc nntil alter 
the French embassy in this year, 1527. 
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Inioiw wordes were spoken against the Cardinal, 
whose pride wtis so high that he nothing reganlcnl, 
and yet was he hated of most men.'* In like man- 
ner, during the winter of this year, when there 
was a great mortality in the metro]>oliH, and when 
the king kept his (3iristmas at Elthain, with a 
very small retinue, yet Wolsey resided at Rich- 
mond, “ and ther kept oimmi honsholde t(» lordes, 
lailies, and all other that would come, with plaies 
and disgiiisyng in most royall nianer ; whiehe sore 
greve<l the j)eople, ami in especial' the kynges ser- 
vmmtes, to se hym kepe an open court, and the 
kyng a secret court.” 

To return, however, to the strict order of our 
narration, we may observe, that the loud Ciun- 
plaints against the Cardin.nl towards the close of 
15^7, for his illegal conduct, in many instances, 
so alarmed him in respect to his favour with the 
king, that he found it absolutely necessary to pni- 
pitiate the changeable monarch by a gift of the 
superb mansion of Hampton-Court, which Henry 
had already looked upon with the eyes of desire. 
He, therefore, wrote a long letter of humility and 
of sorrow for having offended him; but Henry 
forgave him, accepted the offered propitiation, and 
returned a» long an answer under his own hand, 
concluding thus — 1 ensure yoii (and 1 pray you 
think it so) Uiat there remaineth at this hour no 
spark of di8plea.sure towards you in my heart : 
and thus fare you well, and Ik‘ no more fierplevt 
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Written with the hand of your loving soverayn 
and friend. “ Henry R.” 

But still the people were not satisfied, even after 
his return to royal favour ; many accusations were 
daily passing against him in public conversation : 
in particular, there was a very serious charge 
against him in regard to the manor of the More, 
in Hertfordshire, which however was, in a great 
measure, forgot, until brought up in judgment 
against his memory iu the tenth year of Elizabeth, 
as more fully statcnl in Strype’s Memorials, where 
it is said, that wishing to enlarge the park there, 
and to make other alterations, he unjustly seized 
and took away from one William Heydon, of Brit- 
well, in that county, a messuage called Tolpotts, 
and one himdred and seventy acres of land be- 
longing to it. Having expelled Heydon firom pos- 
session, he enclosed one hundred and twenty-nine 
acres in the park, appropriated three acres for a 
highway from Rickmaasworth to Watford, and 
the remainder he let out to various tenants. Hey- 
don, on being put out of possession, went through 
the form of surrender to the lord of the manor, 
for the use of his own younger son Thorny ; but 
this was of no avail, for the king seized it on the 
death of Wolsey, as part of the duchy of Lan- 
caster ; the same having been a grant to Wolsey 
iu his days of royal favour. ^ 

But it was not by injuries done to subjects 
alone that popular filling was excited; for his 
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treading so close as he did upon the he(.‘Is of 
royalty was a gresit source of disgiist and clamour. 
We have already uoticed the public sentiments in 
reganl to his conduct, cs|>ecially at Kichinond ; but 
there was another point wltich produced equal dis- 
satisfaction, in respect to the Tomb-house, now tlie 
royal mausoleum, adjoining to tlic cha{)el of SU 
f leorge at Windsor, which was first built by Henry 
Vll. as a place of sepulture for himself and queen, 
but given up for the superb and now venerably 
renovated chapel at Westminster Abbey. It had 
been from that period neglected ; and Wolsey, (vr- 
taiuly with a most unjustifiable degree of vanity, 
the place in question l)eing within Uie precincts 
of a royal residence, obtained a grant of it from 
his generous, but often thoughtless, royal patron. 
His intention in proiniring tin's grant was to fit 
up the building for his burial-place; fur which 
purpose he commenced die erection of a most 
sumptuous monument in the centre, so rich in its 
proposed decorations, that years must have elaped 
to finish it : but his disgrace prevented its com- 
pletion, after which it was neglected, though not 
dismantled, until the civil wars of Charles and 
the Parltament, when it was completely despoiled 
of all its splendid oniaments *. 


* It is a curiotts foct, that in 1718, George T. fitted np the 
hall at Hampton-Cooit as a theatre } and that after its being 
u]>ened on the 23d of September with Hamlet, n second rc* 
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This year also presents another extraordinary 
proof, not only of the insolence, but also of the 
cupidity of Wulsey, in his conduct towards his 
quondam prot^(5, Lord Percy, but now Earl of 
Northumberland by the recent demise of his fa^ 
ther, the magnificent earl of tlifit name. The 
young earl had not forgotten Wolsey’s conduct 
in regard to the Lady Anne Boleyn ; and Wolsey 
himself seems to liave been impelled by some 
secret feeling of enmity; when, by an extraor- 
dinary stretch of power, to which the earl thought 
it prudent to submit, he demanded, the chofal 
Ixwks of the deceased lord fur the use of bis own 
chapel. There is a fragment of a letter on this 
subject still extant, where the earl says — 

“ I do iierceayfF my Lorde Cardinall's pleasour 
ys to have such boks as was in the chapele of my 
lat lord and ffayther (wos soil Jhu pardon). To 
the accomplychment of which, at yotxr desyer, I 
am coufformable, notwithstanding I trust to be 
able ons to .set up a ehapell off mync owne. I 
shall with all sped send up the boks unto my 
lord’s grace, as to say iiij Antiffonars *, such as I 
think wher not seen a gret wyll — v Grails — an 
Ordeorly — a Manuel — ^viij Prossessionus.” 

presentation took place on the 1st of October, when Sliiikc- 
8|>cnrc's Heurj VIII. or the Fall ofWolscy, was performed 
on this very spot, which had been the scene of his greatest 
splendour ! 

* Antiphtraar8~Clratlu»l8— Ordinal— ftwcssionah-. 
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Blit though the highest English nobility were 
long forced to crouch at the nod of Wolsey, yet 
there was an Irish earl, who, even as a state pri- 
soner, treated him as he deservwl, and showed him 
that the dignity of man ivould not always bow 
lietbre a haughty churchman, who set himself up, 
next to Goil, above all civil imwer. This was 
Gerald, Earl of Kildare, recently Lord Deimty of 
Ireland, and who, being accused of winking at the 
rebellious proceedings of Lord Desmond, was or- 
dered to apjiear before the English council. He 
olieyed the .siunmons; but instead of immediate 
investigation, he was obliged to dance attendaiu'e 
at court, and it was only with much difficulty that 
he could have his case brought to a hearing. It 
is recorded of this examination, that the inemiK'rs 
of the council were diversly affected towards him, 
but tliat “ the Cardinull Lord Chancellor disliked 
his cause, comforted his accusers, and enforced, the 
articles objecteil, and w'hat else soever could lie 
gathered thereof,” 

After o])eniiig the council, Wolsey addressed 
Kildai'e, “ I wotte well, my lord, that I am not 
the meetest man at this boorde to charge you with 
these treasons, because it hath pleased some of 
your fellows to report that I am a profe.s.sed 
enemy to all nobility, and namely to the Ge- 
raldines : but seeing every coarse hoy can say as 
much when he is controlled, and seeing these 
jM)ints are so weighty, that they should not lie 

F. F 
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dissembled of us, and so apparent that they cannot 
be denied of you, I must have leave, notwith- 
standing your stale slander, to be the mouth of 
these honourable at this present, and to trump 
your treasons in your way, howsoever you take 
me. 

He then stated the accusations against Des- 
mond, and asked Kildare what letters, what mes- 
sages, \^at threats had been sent to him, to in- 
duce him to apprehend Desmond, and yet it had 
not been done ? 

“ Why so ?” replied Kildare, “ forsooth I could 
not catch him.” 

“Nay, nay! earl,” rejoined Wolsey, “forsooth 
you would not watch him.” 

Then repeating the various excuses which Kil- 
dare had made in hLs despatches for the non arrest 
of Desmond, he added, “ I wis, my lord, there be 
shrewd bugs in the borders for the Earl of Kildare 
to fear that earl, nay the King of Kildare, for 
when you are disposed you reign more like than 
rule in the land : where you are the malicious, the 
truest subjects stand for Irish enemies; where you 
are pleased, the Irish enemies stand for dutiiiil 
subjects ! Hearts and hands, lives and lands, arc 
all at your curtesy. ^Vho fawneth not thereon, he 
cannot rest within your smell ; and your smell is 
so rank, that you treat them at your pleasure !” 

During this vituperative harangue, which had 
lasted for some time, and appeared likely to last 
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inucli longer, the earl had frequently chafed and 
changed colour, and inuniiested a prompt deaire to 
answer every sentence as it was uttered ; but he 
had restrained himself thus far, when at last he 
burst forth 8a}ring : “ My Lord Chancellor, I be- 
seech you, pardon me. I am short witted ; and 
you, I perceive, intend a lung tale. If you pro- 
ceed in this order, half my purgation will l>c lost 
fur lack of carriage. I have no school tricks, nor 
art of memory. Except you hear me wl^ilo I re- 
member your words, your second process will 
hammer out the former.” 

Stowe now tells us, that the lords aasuciate, who 
for the most part tenderly loved Kildart*, and knew 
the Cardinal’s manner of taunts so loathsome, as 
wherewith they were tried many years iMjfore, 
humbly besought his grace to charge him dire<'tly 
with particidars, and to dwell on some one matter, 
until it were examined thoroughly. The Cardinal 
having acceded to this. Lord Kildare then said : 

“ It is good reason that your grace hear the 
mouth of this chamber, but, my lord, those nioutbs 
that put this tale into your mouth are very wide 
mouths ; such as indeed have gaped long for my 
wreck, and now, for want of l^etter stuff, are fain 
to fill their mouths with smoke !” He then pro- 
ceeded with his own defence, during which he 
made a remark highly worthy of notice and at- 
tention at the present moment, saying: “ Little 
know you, my lord, how necessary it is, not only 

E E 2 
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for the governor, but also for every nobleman in 
Ireland, to hamper his uncivil neighbours at dis- 
cretion ; wherein if they waited for process of law, 
and had not those lives and lands you speak of 
within their reach, they might hap to lose their 
own lives and lands without law. You hear of a 
casfe, as it were in a dream, and feel not the smart 
that vexeth us.” He then drew a picture of the 
different states of England and Ireland ; and, in 
allusion 'to the Cardinal’s taunts about his power, 
he said, " As touching my kingdom, my lord, I 
would you and I had exchanged kingdoms hut 
for one month, I would trust to gather up more 
crumbs in that space than twice the revenues of 
my poor earldom. But you are well and warm ; 
and so hold you, and upbraid not me with such 
an odious farm. I sleep on a cabin, when you lie 
soft in your bed of down. I serve imder the 
canopy of heaven, when you are served under a 
canopy. I drink water out of my scull” (hand), 
“ when ye drink wine out of golden cups. My 
courser is trained to the field, when your gennet 
is taught to amble. ^Vben you are be-graced, and 
be-lorded, and crouched and kneeled unto, then 
find I small grace with our Irish borderers, except 
I cut them off by the knees.” 

Wlien he had proceeded thus far, the Cardinal, 
we are told, perceived that Kildare was no babe, 
and rose from the council table in a great fume 
and fury, committing the earl, and postponing the 
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ufTair until further prooik, aud more direct, cuuld 
be received from Ireland. But the more import- 
ant events of the royal divorce ore now crowding 
on us, and we hasten to open a uew section. 
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SECTION VIII. 

1528— 15S0. 

VViir with the Emperor— Wolaey’s political Duplicity detected 
— Declines in the Royal Opinion — Commercial Regulations 
— Henryks first confidential Intercourse with Wolsey in 
regard to Anne Bolcyn — Escape of the Pope^ and his Bulls 
ill respect to the proposed Divorce — Ecclesiastical Con- 
sultations at Home— Cardinal Campeius arrives — ^Tcm- 
pori/ing Conduct of the Pope and Cardinals— Wolsey 
appointed Bishop of Winchester — Trial for Divorce, its 
Proceedings and Anecdotes— Unexpected Termination^ 
Henry’s Anger against Wolsey, and open Neglect of the 
latter — Rise of Crannier — Wolsey’s Decline generally 
known — Political Anecdotes of Anne Bolcyn — Wolsey pro- 
secuted for Crimes and Misdemeanors in the King*s Bench 
— Is forced to resign the locals— Orderodv to retire to 
Esher— Impeached in Parliament, but ft fails — His Pro- 
pt*rty seized for the King — Specious Conduct of the King 
and Anne Bolcyn towards him— Fidelity of Cromwell— 
Dismissal of his Household — ^Parliamentary Anecdotes — 
IVosccution under Preraunirc— Gives up York-House— 
Visited by the Duke of Norfolk, with Assurances of Royal 
Favour— Original Letters, — Charges of Impeachment 

against Wolsey— Dangerous Illness, and courtly Favours — 
Kctircs to Richmond— Receives various Presents from the 
King, and sets oiBP for his Archbishopric — ^Effects of his 
Downfall— Transactions and Anecdotes of his Journey — 
Residence at Cawood — Proposed Installation at York — 
Arrest as a State Prisoner — ^Journey towards London— 
Anecdotes— Illness— Arrives at Leicester Abbey— Death 
—Funeral — Ulterior Pi'<>ccedings> &c. &c. 
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Dcrinu the latter part of 1527> and up to 
1528, “Wolsey was deeply engaged in political ne- 
gotiation.<^ with Spain ; and these of a nature, we 
fear, neitlier honourable to his loyalty, nor to his 
patriotism. The exact object of these diplomatic 
inaueeuvres it is difficult now to Ascertain ;^or 
whilst the Engliah public accused the Cardinm of 
bripging'on the war with Spain, the pope was so 
impressed with the idea of Wolsey’s friendship for 
tlic emperor, that he even made an offer, through 
the English envoy at Rome, that if the Cardinal 
should take a journey into Spain, he would accom- 
pany him, and that they should proceed in quality 
of two legates, acting conjointly as vested with 
tHpial jmwers. 

We shall not attempt to reconcile these dif- 
ficulties, but merely state the fact, that war was 
declared against Spain early in 1528. But this 
declaration of war against the mperor seems to 
have put the seal upon Wolsey’s ruin, from a dis- 
covery that completely destroyed Henry’s con- 
fidence in him. 

Wolsey had not only told the people, but also 
assured the king, in order to induce him to declare 
war, that the emperor in Spain had imprisoned 
Dr. Lee, the English ambassador, also the French 
and Venetian ambassadors ; for which insult no- 
thing but war ought to be fought of. Yet it is 
a fact, that he well knew, at the same time, that 
Charles paid every attention to the English am- 
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bassador, and had never restrained his liberty in 
the slightest degree : but he had the hardihood to 
make retaliation upon the imperial ambassador in 
England, though for a short time only, laying the 
blame upon felse intelligence , from the French 
aiul^sadors. The. whole of this was very crooked 
policy, especially as it was merely from private 
revenge ; and this, appeared when ,the Frbnch fpn- 
Imssado^ were stated to have told the same story 
to the king. Another oversight was his saying 
that Clarendeux, the English herald, had made 
|he defiance of the emperor without the king’s 
orders. Nay,'he went further ; for he even excused 
himself to the imperial ambassador, by assuring 
him, that for this presumptuous act, Clarendeux 
should suffer death at Calais on his return from 
Spain. 

The ambassador wrote all this to his master, 
and sent his letters by post into Spain ; but, at 
Bayonne, tlie officer in command there, no doubt 
by a settled plan of the French king, had the let> 
ters opened and copied. When Clarencieux, in 
his return from Spain, inissed through Bayonne, 
the officer there very kindly showed him the copy 
of the imperial ambassador’s despatch ; the con- 
tents of which could not fail to strike the herald 
with surprise : but as he trusted to his own fair 
conduct, and to the grace of his sovereign, he 
pushed on for England, and on his arrival at 
Boulogne heard the same story.. Prudence na- 
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hmtlly told him to be on his guard, and therefore, 
instead of proceeding by Calais, he hired a vessel 
at Boulogne, landed at Rye, and instantly pro- 
^eded to Hainpton-Court, where he was intro- 
duced into the royal presence by Sir Nicholas 
Carew, before Wolsey had even got intelligenat 
of his arrival. There he showetl to the king 
three letters which the Cardinal had written to 
him, whilst at the Spanish court on other busi- 
ness, ordering him to make the defiance l)eforc 
the declaration of war : he also assured his ma- 
jesty of the falsehood of the story about the am- 
liassadors’ imprisonment ; showing, at the same 
time, a chain of gold, worth seven hundred ducats, 
which the emperor had given to him; and pro- 
ducing a copy of the despatches, which was given 
to him at Bayonne. 

When Henry had heard all these circumstances 
clearly related, he sat for a long time in deep con- 
templation; and, at length, exclaimed: " Oh! 
Lord Jesu! he that I trasted most told me all 
these things contrary! Well, Clarcncieux, I will 
be no more of light credence hereafter ; for now I 
see f)erfectly that I arn made to believe the thing 
that was never done.” 

To this we shall add one sentence from Hall, 
who says — Then the kyng sent for the Cardinal], 
and privily talked with hym ; but whatsoever he 
saied to him, the Cardinal! was not very merry; 
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and, aflter that tyme, the kyng mystrusted h)rin 
ever after.” 

Wolsey was so affected by the evident falling 
off of the royal confidence, joined to his loss of 
populailty, that he began at length to try at a re* 
covery of the lat^r, especially with the clothiers 
mid other manufacturers, who were already great 
sufferers by this improvident war ; for the mer- 
chants not exiKirtiug either into Spain or Ger- 
mmiy as before, had all their recent purchases 
laying ujxm their hands; so that the clothiers from 
Kent, Essex, Wiltshire, and Suffolk, when they 
brought their cloths to BlackweU-hall, could find 
no purchasers. 

The mode of proceeding by Wolsey, upon this 
occasion, gives such a curious picture of the times, 
that we cauuot omit it. His first step, imder 
sanction of the king and council, was to assemble 
the principal merchants of London, to whom he 
said — 

“ Sirs, the king is informed that you use not 
yourselves like merchants, but like graxiers and 
artificers; for whbre the. clothiers do daily bring 
cloth to your market for your ease to their great 
cost, and there be ready to sell them, you of your 
wilfulness will not buy them, as you have been 
iwcustomed to do : what manner of men be you ? 
I tcU you that tlie king strictly commandeth you 
to buy their doths, as before time you have been 
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accustomed to do, upon pain of his high dis- 
pleasure.” 

To this extraordinary mandate the merchants 
replied — 

My Lord, you know well that we have had 
no trade outward these twelve months past ; and 
we have so many cloths on our hands, that we 
know not how to utter them ; therefore it were 
great loss to tta to buy any more. Wherefore we 
t^st you will not move us to buy the thing which 
w cannot utter; for in all places our vent is 
stopjwd and forbidden.” 

“ ^Vell,” said the Cardinal, “ if. you will not buy 
the cloths at Blackwell-hall, they shall be brought 
to the Whitehall at Westminster ; and so you of 
London shall lose the liberty ; and the king shall 
buy them all, and sell them to merchant strangers.” 

“ Tljeu,” answered a wise merchant, “ my Lord, 
the king may'buy them as well at Blackwell-hall, 
if it please him, and the strangers will gladlier 
receive them there than at We.stminster.” 

“ You shall not order that matter,” interrupted 
Wolsey, “ and first I will send into London, to 
know what cloths you have in your hands ; and 
that done, the king and his council shall apjmint 
who shall buy the cloths, I warrant you ,” — and 
xcith this answer the Londoners departed! 

But it was not to the manufacturing part of the 
population %lone that Wolsey wished to excuse 
himself as the promoter of hostilities ; for he called 
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a large meeting of the higher orders in the star 
chamber, where he made a very long speech, dis- 
avowing all the charges made against him, yet 
expressing himself in a cautions Jesuitical manner, 
that seems to have had very little effect upon his 
hearers. 

Upon this a cotemporary annalist quaintly and 
briefly remarks that, “ after Wolsey had made his 
siiceeh in the star chamber, some knocked other 
on the elbow, and said softly, he lieth ; other said 
tliJit evil will never said well ; other said tliat the 
French crowns made him speak ill of the em- 
IKTor ; but they that knew all that you have heard 
before, said tliat it was shame for him to lie in 
such an audience.” 

WlilLst such was the popular sentiment, the 
railing Cardinal could find but little support from 
the jieople against the fTOVtois of the court; yet 
he seems to have been possessed either of an in- 
dei)endeucc or obstinacy of mind that bore him 
up iunidst his troubles, though still leading him 
into a tortuous policy which certainly hastened 
bis downfall. Perhaps he depended too much on 
his ecclesiastical power — ^but important events 
now rush on ! 

The king’s affection for Amie Boleyne had long 
lM.>en known at court ; but it was not until about 
the present period that it was spoken of openly, 
or that Henry conversed with Wolse^^ou the sub- 
ject. A confidential disclosure, however, now took 
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place, but by no means to Wolsey’.s satisfaction, 
for he is said to have gone rejK‘atedly on his kuei's 
to the king to dissuiule him from it, but in vain. 
Finding, at length, that the matter was likely to 
take a serious turn, Wolsey felt that it was by no * 
means safe for him to risk the res^mnsibility of 
such an affair ; accordingly he ri*quesled his ma- 
jesty’s leave to take the opinion of the most 
learned men in the kingdom, ecclesiastical, legal, 
and civilian ; and his request l)eiiig grunted, he, 
by virtue of his authority as paj)al legate, sum- 
moned all the bishops and the most learned from 
the universities to meet at Westminster, for the 
puqmse of consultation. 

Tlie meeting took place; but after long and • 
repeated debates, it unanimously agreed that the 
cose was too difficult to Iw decided on : yet it was 
thought expedient to have further investigation, 
by sending commissioners to all the universities 
both at home and abroad, thus to have the ciise 
argued substantisdly, as to the legality of divorce, 
which was accordingly done, at the king’s exiien.se, 
high bribes being given, which in a short time 
produced a wonderful unanimity amongst the 
learned, all over Europe. 

In December of the preceding year, the poiK* 
had escaped from his captors to Orvieto, where 
he held his court in poverty and privacy; and 
there he was inet by the English envoys de- 
spatched by Henry in regard to his scruples, to 
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whom he granted a commission for proceeding to 
divorce through the forms of a trial; but soon 
after Stephen Gardiner and Fox were sent to Or> 
vieto with the draft of a new commission to fill 
up on the same subject. 

In March the negotiations appeared to take a 
decisive tiwn, and in April a bull was issued by 
Pope Clement, ordering hirther steps, to be taken; 
followed up by another in June, dated from Vi- 
terbo, and in which Wolsey and bainpeius were 
jointly charged with a decretal of dissolution of 
marriage : the latter, however, was to be brought 
over by Campeius himself, for the final arrange- 
ment of the affair. 

The Euglish envoys experienced great diffi- 
culties in bringing the affair thus far; for the 
|K)pe felt great dread of tlic emperor, and was 
fearful of offending him by authorising the in- 
tended insult to his amit : but these were got over 
by Uie spirit of the einbas.sy, which consisted of 
Stephen Gardiner, imder the feigned name of Mr. 
SteVyus, Sir Gregory de Cassalis, Sir Francis 
Brian, .and Mr. Peter Vannes. They seem to 
imve lieen engaged in a very tortuous diplomacy; 
but at this period both the king and Wolsey 
uppeoi'ed disposed to act with more spirit towards 
the Roman pontiff and his comt : for we find in the 
Harleian Collection (No. 296. 16.) a letter, or de- 
spatch, from Wolsey himselfi in which he expressly 
informs the embassy that nnce the pope appears 
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to depend so absolutely upon the emperor, that he 
dare not to do any thing which would displease 
him, and that in the weighty case of the divorce 
he has even declared himself a party; so the king, 
being at length couviuceil that no arrangements 
can be made with him, will, himself, proceed to 
the decision at home, by virtue of the commission 
already granted to him (Wolsey) and to the Caiv 
dinal Campeiu|. 

For this purpose he therefore sent an onler of 
recal to both Gardiner and Sir Francis Brian; the 
king proposing that the former should draw up 
the process, and assist in all other points connected 
with the trial. At the sainc time, he directed 
them to apply to the pope for an enlargement of 
the fonner commission to the two cardinals. But 
his liighe.st refinement of crooked policy was to 
get a new “ pollicitation,” which, if well managed, 
he observes may be as useful to the king as the 
commission decretal ; and the mode he proposed 
for doing this was that Gardiner should pretend 
that the former, which was now found to be too 
much limited, had got wet on the way to Eng- 
land, and was thereby become ill^ble. He then 
directs Gardiner, in the drawing up of a new one, 
that he should slip in, fiirtively, such words and 
expressions as might he most to the king's ad- 
vantage. 

Perhaps Wolsey thought forgery was feir, and 
was in this case only what is familiarly calkd 
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“ tit for tat for it appears that there was strong 
reason to believe that a brief, very material in the 
cause, and recently sent from Rome to England as 
official, as relating to Henry’s marriage with Ka- 
tharine, was in fact a trick of the adverse party in 
the conclave. The ground of suspicion was, that 
at the court of Rome they had two different modes 
of dating briefs and bulls ; beginnin^j^e year for 
briefs at the nativity, but for bulls ||t the iiicarna- 
tioii : but this brief was dated “ A. D. 1503, Pon- 
tiiicatus Julii, anno primo,” and thus, by the year, 
was actually dated before Julius bM ascended the 
papal chair. Wolsey therefore the em- 

bassy to inquire particularly whether the year, as 
to briefs, was reckoned from Christmas, or from 
New-year’s day ? 

To the part of tlie embassy still left at. Rome, 
he gave special directions, that they “ must have 
a vigilqnt ie sjiecyallie regardinge and harkeninge 
to provyde, stopiie, and lette, that no advocation 
of the cause, revocation of the two legates’ com- 
mission, inhibycion, recusation, appellation, or 
other arte, whiche inaye in anie thynge emjieach, 
disturbe, protracte, or delaye the kinge’s cause, be 
at the courte of Rome admitted, passed, or con- 
sented, att any th’ emperor’s, the queene’s, or 
theire agent’s requisitions, porsute, or instance 
made or to be made thwe.” 

But to return to affairs at home ; we ought to 
record here that when the opinions of the various 
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univemities were received, the active part of the 
business being still thrown ii|K)n Wolsey, h^min- 
inoned another meeting of the bishops, and h^hg 
shown them the documents collected by the com- 
missioners, a long consultation was again entered 
into. It is evident that the bishops were afraid 
to declare against Henry, at the same time that 
they were unwilling to risk the danger that would 
residt to papac]|^by his probable marriage with 
Anne Holeyne, who was then well known to he of 
the Reformed church, as were all her friends and 
connexions : accordingly they resolved to steer a 
middle course, for the purjmse of at least gaining 
time, and perhaps hoping that hy these delays and 
the fervour of Henry’s passion for the fair Anne, 
circumstances might arise which would render 
marriage unnecessary on the one hand, and of 
course render divorce unwished for on the other. 

The plan offered, therefore, was to recommend 
that the king should send to the pope all the opi- 
nions of the various home and foreign univ^ities 
thus officially declared ; to which was to he added 
an instrument containing the opinloas of the 
I)ench of bishops. 

The plan was adopted, and amhassadors ap- 
|)ointed, who were instructed that if the pojie 
should decline to give definitive judgment, then 
they were to request that a commission should he 
granted to the Cardinal Legate, and to Cardinal 
Campeius, Bishop of Bath, to hold an ecclesiastical 
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court in England, for the purpose of a final adju- 
dication. Henry’s reason for choosing Cainpeius 
is pretty evident, as he might hope to have some 
hold upon his gratitude, having given to him the 
bishopric of Bath, when here some years before 
on an embassy from the pope. 

The poiie did refuse, or decline a final Judg- 
ment ; but he agreed to the appointment of a court 
of adjudication, as had been requested. 

Every thing was now at a stand, waiting for 
Cam]>eius ; and at length, in October, after much 
anxiotis expectation, the legate from Rome arrived, 
but being then a martyr to the gout, his jcmrney 
even from Dover to London was long and tedious. 
It was intende4 to have retteived him with great 
pomp and solemnity at Blaekheath : but C.'am]M-ius 
refused what he termed vain glory, and tlierefore 
came privately by water to his house in Bath 
Place, outside of Temjde-bar, where every thing 
was fitted up for him in the best order at the ex- 
])ense UfVVolsey. Constiltations In'tween the two 
Caniinals immediately took place, when it was re- 
solved to proceetl with the business iu hand with- 
out delay; it being proposed that the king ami 
queen should be lodged in the palace of Bridewell, 
and that the court should be held in the Black- 
friars’ monastery, then standing on the east side 
of Fleet-ditch. 

That Campeius hdd private instructions from 
the pope, very different from his ostensibh* ones. 
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is evident from the fact that he actually had iu 
Ids pocket the bull decretal, already mentioned, 
to annul Henry’s marriage with Katharine, and 
to permit him to marry any other woman ; but 
when asked by the wily Cardinal to leave this 
ill lii.s hahds for a few days, to be shown to the 
kiiig'.s most confidential counsellors, tlie more 
M'ily legate refused to port with it for a moment, 
nor could he b^j^persuaded to show it to any one 
but to Wolsey. 

The Cardinal, in the midst' of all this political 
confiLsiou, went on steadily with his pursuits in 
favour of learning ; and it np|>ears that in the very 
last year of his prosperity, the exfiense incurred iu 
the erection of Clmst Chiu’ch College amounted 
to £7835.. 7 .. 2. — an immense sum in those days 1 
At this time the great hall and three sides of the 
(juadraugle wx*re nearly finished ; and on the foiurth 
hide it was his intention to build a ehnrch, the 
walls of which had ri.sen some feet aljove the 
ground, when his fall, now rapidly approaching, 
put an end to hi.s generous and patriotic exertions 
in the cause of science and of popular education. 

Wolsey’s old friend, Bishop Fox, hail now been 
ill a state of blindness for five years, yet he ap- 
peared in 1529, or late in 1528, in his place in 
parliament, but far the last time. So infirm, in- 
deed, was he become, that Wolsey had the audacity 
to endeavour to persuade him to resign the bishoji- 
ric of Winchester in hi.s favour, and to accept a 

F F 2 
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pension in lieu : but the old man steadily refused 
to agree to such arrangement, saying, that al- 
though, by reason of his blindness, he was not 
able to distinguish white from black, yet he could 
still discern between true and false, right and 
wrong; and plainly enough saw, without eyes, 
the malice of that ungrateful man, which he did 
not see before. He added, that it behoved the 
Cardinal to take care not to be so blinded with 
ambition as not to foresee his own end ; and that 
he needed not trouble himself with the bishopric 
of Winchester, but rather should mind the king’s 
affairs. 

But Fox lived not to see the speedy fulfilment 
of his own prophecy, for he died early in the year ; 
when his bishopric was given to the Cardinal in 
comraendam : and in February, 1529, we find a 
bull from the pope, addressed to the clergy of 
Winchester diocese, calling on them to pay due 
obedience to Wolsey as perpetual admiriLstrator of 
that see, and as father 'and pastor of their souls. 
On this occasion, however, he resigned the bishop- 
ric of Dtirham*, and gave up the temporalities, in 
custody to Ciithbert (Tonstall) Bishop of Loudon, 
his former protegee. 

It was by no means part of Wolsey’s system 
to resign any of Ids church-preferments, unless 
obliged to it by the royal will ; and he always de- 


* Rynier, Feed. \iv. 364. 
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fendeci himself, as to liolding so many bishoprics 
in farm as it were, on a pretence that the incum- 
l)onts of many of them were foreigners and re- 
siding abroad; but his enemies insinuated that 
the mitre was thus given to strangers merely to 
aiford him a pretext for grasping at all the goods 
of the church. 

On this occasion, however, the king saw good 
reason that he should give up Durham ; for it is 
a very curious, but positive fact, that the profits 
and revenues of that Episcopal Palatinate were 
actually given up for one year to Anne Bolcyn ; 
who thus became the first female bishop of the 
English Roman Catholic Church ! 

The lady, having enjoyed it for a year, was 
content to give up the episcopal throne for the 
prospect of a more brilliant one; and Toustall 
to(»k full possession, being succeeded in the sec of 
London by Stokesly, one of the most active of 
Wolsey’s enemies — a man whom, not long before, 
he had oi)enly rebuked in the Star-Chamber, com- 
mitting him also a pris<Hier to the Fleet. 

On the 1 1th of April, the Cardinal was installed 
by proxy in his new dignity, receiving at the same 
time a royal grant of the custody of the goods of 
the two preceding bishops of that see ; but these, 
it is probable, he would have applied solely to his 
own ]>uq)osOT, for, even at Durham, which he had 
held so lon^, he had attempted no improvements. 
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with the exception of some repairs to the southern 
end of the Tyne-bridge. 

By his elevation to Winchester, he got pos- 
session of Esher in Surry, where he immediately 
proceeded to gratify his taste for architecture by 
commencing repairs and rebuilding ; but he hml 
not time to carry these tb any great extent, though 
Esher became his residence in the early period of 
his disgrace. 

But Wolsey's hopes again looked to higher pre- 
fennent ; for at this period the pope was reported 
to be in a dangerous state : and such was still his 
influence with Henry, that the king sent ordei-s 
to his embassy, tlmt “ matters may be brought to 
issue without spai'ing any cost, promise, or labour, 
agreeable to the inclinations or tastes of, those 
persons you shall treat with !” 

This trouble, however, the envoys were spared, 
for the pope recovered ; and AVolsey was now 
called on by the impatient monarch to commence 
the necessary arrangements for the proposed di- 
vorce. 

As soon as the trial, or rather investigation, 
was determined on, it was settled that the king 
and queen should reside, during its continuance, 
in the palace of Bridewell ; and that in the monas- 
tery of Black-friars, on the opposite side of Fleet- 
ditch, a place should be fitted up for this occasion 
as a court for the two legates, “ before whom,’’ 
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as Stowe observes, “ the king and queeue were 
asrited and suininoiicd to appear, which was a 
strange sight, and the newest device that ever was 
read or heard of betbiv in any region, story, or 
chronicle, a king and a queene to be constrained 
by process compellutory to apjiear in any court as 
cotnniuii persons, within tlieir own realm and do* 
minion, to abide the judgments and decrees of 
their own subjects, being the royal diadem and 
prerogative thereof.” 

The mode and manner in which the court was 
fitted up are curious, and worthy of record. The 
large ai)artment .selected for the purpose was ar- 
luuged with tables and benches, in the usual fonn 
of a consistory in those days, with one seat raised 
iiigher than the rest for the eci’lesiastical judges ; 
and then, in the midst as it were of the judges, 
and also above them, was a cloth of state erected, 
with a chair royal, or throne, placed under it. 
This was for the king ; on a level with whom, but 
at some distance, sat the queen ; whilst at the feet 
of the judges were the secretaries and clerks ne- 
cessary for the process. The princii)al secretary 
on this occasion was. Dr. Steven^ afterwards 
Bishop of Winchester, and the ai>l>aritor was 
('(K)ke, or as he was generally called, Cooke of 
Winchester. Before the king and the judges, 

sat the Archbishop of Canterbury and the other 

btshops ; whilst the counsel employed on both sides 
stood within the limits of the coiut. 



440 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

Matters were so far settled, that on the 31st of 
May, the court first sat, on preparatory business ; 
and of the same date is a license from Henry to 
Wolsey and Campelus for the due execution of 
letters In regard to the proceedings in this cause 
of matrimonial validity. The two Cardinals now 
proceeded with such rapidity, that on the 6th of 
June they issued their citation to the queen, to 
ap})ear before them on the 18th; and so great 
was Henry’s anxiety for Wolsey’s comfort during 
the investigation, that to relieve him from chancery 
business, he granted a commission to John Taylor, 
Master of the Rolls, and to six other ecclesiastics, 
to hear causes for the cliancellor. 

To detail all the jKirticulars of the trial belongs 
rather to general history than to the biography of 
the Canlinal ; we shall therefore confine ourselves 
to a few illustrative anecdotes ; amongst which, it 
may be especially noticed, that on tlie first day of 
the trial, after the queen left the court, Henry 
rose and addressed the audience, saying that she 
had lieen to him a true obedient wife, and as com- 
fortable as he could wish or desire. He further 
declared that she had all the virtues and good 
qualities tha^belonged to a woman of her dignity, 
with all those too which might appear fitter for 
those of a meaner estate. 

The Cardinal then said — “ I humbly beseech 
yoiu* Highness to declare unto this audience 
whether I have been the first and chief mover of 
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tills matter to your Iligliness or not ; for I am 
much sus|K*cted of all men" — but the king stopjKil 
him short, at once, exclaiming, “ My Lord Car- 
dinal, you have rather advised me to the contrary 
than been any mover of the same." 

niis view of the affair is also taken hy Shake- 
sjicare; and it is probably true that *M^>l.sey did 
venture to dissuade Henry from the protveiling, 
when he saw it likely to place a heretic on the 
throne, instead of the Duchess of Alcncon, ns he 
at first intended to bring aUmt : nor is it unlikely 
that he should afterwards write confidentially to 
the pope, to throw every olistacle in the way of 
these proceedings, whilst he himself endeavoured 
to throw all the blame of delay uixm his coad- 
jutor Campeius. 

During the trial, great stre.ss was laid by the 
king’s counsel upon the pn‘vious full consumma- 
tion of the first marriage between Katharine and 
prince Arthur. Much was urged, on this very 
delicate part of the question, by both sides ; Imt 
some one having observed that it was a jaiint of 
which no man knew the truth, “ Yes,” exclaiuHsI 
the Bishop of Rochester, “ I know the truth.” — 
To whom Wolsey replied, “ How can you know 
the truth more than any other person ?” — “ Yes, 
forsooth, my lord,” rejoined the bi.shop, I know 
that God is the truth itself, and never saith but 
truth, and be saith thus — QtuiS JJeus covjunril, 
homo non separat—^mil forasmuch as this mar- 
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riage was joined and made God to a good in- 
tent, therefore I said I knew the truth, and that 
cannot break upon any wilful action, that which 
God hath made and constituted.” 

This was but bod logic for a bishop, for it went 
to beg the very case in point ; and Wolsey in- 
stantly saw* through its sophistry, replying — “ So 
much do all faithful men know as well as you ; 
therefore this reason is not sufficient in this case, 
for the king’s counsel do allege many presump- 
tions to prove that it was not lawful at the begin- 
ning. Ergo it was not ordained by God, for God 
doth nothing without a good end. Therefore it 
is not to be doubted, but if these presumptions be 
true, which they allege to be most tnie, then the 
conjunction neither was, nor could be of God. 
Therefore I say unto yon, my lord of Rochester, 
you know not the truth, unless you can avoid these 
presumptions upon just reasons.” 

On one occa.siou, during the progress of this 
extraordinary trial, Henry sent for Wolsey to the 
))aluce at Bridewell. The Cardinal attended on 
him for about an hour in his privy-chaml)er, and 
then took leave, proceeding in his barge to West- 
minster. The subject of this conference remains 
unknown; but something of its tenor may be 
suspected from a circumstance which took place 
whilst Wolsey was on his rout^ homewards. The 
Bishop of Carlisle, who was with him, observinl 
that it was a very hot day. — “Yes,” replied the 
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Cardiiial, “ if you had been na well diafed within 
tlu.s hour as I have been, you would soy you were 
very hot 

Wolsey retired to Ids bed as soon as he got 
home ; but he had not lain there two hoiuu, when 
Lord Wiltshire, father of Anne Boleyii, came to 
speak with him from the king, whom he ordered 
instantly to he brought to his bed-side. Lord 
Wiltshire informed him that it was the king's 
wish that himself and the Cardinal should in- 
stantly proceed «to sec the queen, then in her 
chamber at Bridewell, and that they should en- 
deavour to persuade her, by all tlieir powers of rea- 
sotnng, that her wisest mode of proceeding would 
be to put the whole matter into the king’s own 
hands, and that this would be much better for her 
honour than to stand the tnal at law, and thereby 
lie condemned, which would tend much to her 
dishouoiu' and discredit. 

Wolsey declared his readiness to ol)ey his ma- 
jesty’s desire, and that be would make immediate 
preparation for the visit; but he observed to 
Lord Wiltshire, that he and other lords of the 
council had put fancies into the head of the king, 
whereby they would give much trouble to the 
realm, and at the least would have but small 
thanks either from God, or from the world. Ho 
made several other bold remarkh, which hatl a 
very strong effect upon Lord Wiltshire, who was 
then kneeling by his bed-side, so as completely 
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to silence Him when he was going greater lengths, 
and his lordship soon after departed. 

The Cardinal immediately rose, ordered his 
barge, and proceeded to the residence of Campeius 
at Bath-house ; from whence they went together 
to her majesty’s apartments at Bridewell. The 
cpieen was then in her chamber of presence, and 
the cardinals sent in a message by the gentleman- 
usher in waiting, that they were come to request 
a conference with her majesty. Katharine, at 
the moment, was amusing herself at needle-work 
with her maids of honour, and with the utmost 
carelessness, having a skein of red silk about her 
neck, she proceeded to the apartment where the 
churchmen waited. They rose and walked to- 
wards her on her thus unexpected approach, 
when she addressed them saying, “ Alack ! my 
lords, I am sorry that you have attended on me 
so long. What is your pleasure with me ?” To 
which Wolsey answered, “ If it please your grace 
to go to your t)ri'7"fHamber, we will show you 
the cause of our coming.” — “My lord,” replied 
the indignant Katharine, “ if you have any thing 
to say to me, speak it openly before all these folk ; 
fur 1 fear nothing tliat you can say to me or 
against me ; but am willing all the world should 
both see and hear it, and therefore speak yotir 
minds openly.” ^ 

Wolsey then began to address her in Latin ; but 
she interrupted him, saying, “ CkK>d, my lord. 
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.speak to mein English; although I do undei*stnn(} 
some Latin.” To which the Cardinal replied, 
“Forsooth, good madam, if it plcjise your gi*ace, 
w'e both come to know your mind, what you are 
disposed to do in this matter; and also to declare 
to you secretly our counsels and opinions, which 
we do for very zeal aud obedience to your grace.” 

“ My lords,” said the queen, “ I thank you for 
your good wills ; but to make answer to your re- 
quests, I cannot so suddenly: for I was set amongst 
my maids at work, little thinking of any such 
matter wherein is requisite some delilKTation, and 
a better head than mine to make answer; for I 
need counsel in this case, which concerns me so 
near, aud friends here I have none, they are in 
Spain, in my own country. Also, my lords, I am 
a poor woman of too weak capacity to answer 
such noble persons of wi.sdom as' you are, in so 
M'eighty a matter ; aud, therefore, I pray yo\i be 
good to me, a wom^ destitute of friendship hero 
in a foreign region, and your counsel 1 shall be 
glad to hear.” 

Having said this, Katharine took Wolsey by 
one hand, and Campeius by the other, and led 
them into her privy chamber. 4Vliat transpired 
there is unknown, but they stopped for a con- 
siderable time, during which the queen’s voice was 
frequently heard very loud ; and then taking leave, 
the two cardinals proceeded to court, where they 
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made a report to Henry of what had passed at 
this extraordinary interview. 

The proceedings of the Cardinal’s court con- 
tinued from day to day, until at length it was 
generally expected that a iinal judgment would 
speedily be given ; but when the king’s counsel at 
the bar, on the SOth July, moved for the same, 
Campeius, who hitherto had not taken any very 
prominent part in the affair, immediately replied, 
“ 1 will not give judgment until 1 have i^lated 
the whole proceedings to the pope, whose counsel 
and commandment I will, in this case, observe. 
The matter is too lugh for us to give hasty judg- 
ment, considering the persons and the doubtful 
occasions alleged, and al^ whose commissioners 
we are, by whose authority we sit. It is good 
reason, therefore, that we make our chief lord of 
counsel in the same, before we proceed to judg- 
ujent definitive. I came not here to please for any 
favour, reward, or fear of any person alive ; be he 
king or otherwise, 1 have no such respect to the 
person that I should offend my conscience. Be- 
sides,” added he, ** the party defendant will make 
no answer here, but doth rather appeal from us. 
I am an old man, both weak and sickly, and look 
every day for death ; what shall it avail me to put 
my soul in danger of God’s displeasure to my utter 
damnation, for the favour of any prince in this 
world ? My being here is only to see justice ad- 
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ministeml acoofliiig to iny coiiscienoc. Momiver, 
the defeiulant supjwseth that we be uot iiidiflerent 
judge.<!, considering the king's high dignity mid 
authority within this realm : mid we being Iiotli 
his subjects, she thinks we will not do her justice ; 
and, therefore, to avoid all these ambiguities, I 
adjourn the court, for the time according, to the 
court of Rome, from whence our jurisdiction is 
derived. For if we should go further than our 
commission doth warrant us, it were but a folly 
and blameworthy, because then we shall lie 
breakers of the orders from whom we have our 
authority derived.” 

From the whole tenor of this speech, in which 
Cainpeius took upon himself so much personally, 
it may be inferred either that Wolsey was dis- 
posed to gratify the king, which the other car- 
dinal was resolved to thwart, or else that the two 
cardinals were of the same opinion; and tliat 
Wolsey merely made Campeius the organ of sen- 
timents, which he was unwilling or afraid to make 
himself responsible for. That the latter conjecture 
is most likely, may be inferred from what now 
took place ; for no sooner was the comrt dissolveil 
at the close of Campeius’s speech, than the Duke 
of Suffolk, by king’s order, stepped forward, 
with a haughty countenance, exclaiming — “ It 
was never, thus in England, until we had cardinals 
mnongst us !” He added some other opprobrious 
words, and spoke with such vehemence and pas- 
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sion, that it was generally supposed he would 
proceed greater lengths : but Wolsey, perceiving 
his vehemence, coolly said — “ Sir ! of all men in 
tliis realm, you have least cause to dispraise car> 
dinals ; for if I, poor Cardinal, had not been, you 
should not . at this present moment have had a 
head on your shoulders, wherewith to make such 
a brag in dispute of us, who wish you no harm, 
neither have given you such cause to be offended 
with us. 1 would have you think, my lord, I and 
my brother wish the king as much happiness, and 
the reabn as much honour, wealth, and peace, as 
you, or any other subject, of what degree soever 
he lie within this realm, and would as gladly ac- 
complish his lawful desires. But now, my lord, 
I pray you show me what you .woiUd do in such 
a case as this, if you were one of the king’s com- 
niissioners in a foreign region about some weighty 
matter, the consiUtation whereof was very^doubt- 
ful to be decided; would you not advertize the 
king’s majesty, ere you went through with the 
same ? I doubt not but you would ; and therefore 
abate your malice and spite, and consider we are 
commissioners for a time, and camiot by virtue of 
a commission proceed to judgment without the 
knowledge and consent of the l^pad of the autho- 
rity and licence obtained from him, who is the 
lH>pc. Therefore do we neither more nor less Uion 
our commission allows us ; and if any man is of- 
fended with US, he is an unwise man. Therefore 
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jmcify yourself, iny lord, and speak like a man of 
honour and wisdom, or hold your ]H;ace. SjK*ak 
not reproiichfully of your friends ; you best know 
what friendship I have shown y<ni. 1 never «lid 
reveal to any person till now, either to mine own 
praise, or your dishonour.” 

This speech, with its private allusions, had a 
eonsidcrable effect uimn his grace of Suffolk; so 
much so, indeed, that he made no ivjdy, hut retired 
from the court in evident uneasiness, followt'd 
by the Duke of Norfolk, and all the nobility and 
gentry, who left the two cardinals in their chairs 
of state, staring at each other, and uncertain how 
far they had acted prudently. 

But Wolsey had yet to contend against the 
king’s anger on. this business, which Henry Umk 
very little pains to conceal, either fi’om the Car- 
dinal, or from the court. Wolsey, indeed, endea- 
voured to e.xcuse himself upon the principle, that 
his commission really gave him no authority to 
proceed to judgment without the knowledge of 
the |K>pe, who reserved the same to himscH’. 

This state of political enmity and uncertainty 
was, in some mea.sure, checked by despatches from 
the pope, desiring the two cardinals to continue to 
take deliberation is the matter, until the jiapal 
council should be oiiened early in the ensuing 
September; but this did not suit the king’s im- 
patience, who instantly de.spatched to Rome his 
own secretary, Dr. Stejdieu Oardiner, afterwards 

(• 
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Bishop of Winchester, and so active in the subse- 
quent reign of Mary against the Protestants. 

llie papal council professed to be granting a 
favour, in appointing an early day in September 
for the reopening of the court ; and, indeed, it ap- 
(wars to have been rather in breach of their usual 
forms, for one reason tihat Campeius had pre- 
viously urged for adjournment to the 1st of Oc- 
tober was, that the courts of Borne were ad- 
journed on the 30th of July, and did not reopen 
before October : but this had little weight with 
the angry monarch, who now kept no terms even 
with common propriety, recalling Anne Boleyn 
to the court, from which she had with modesty, 
yet perhaps with too much consciousness, retired 
during the progress of the trial . Her influence 
was now decidedly hostile to Wolsey ; and we may 
justly say, that the consequences of this unexpected 
decision of the court were as rapidly f^t by the 
falliug favourite ; for immediately on its breaking 
up, the king determined to set out on a progress, 
to divert his mind, but the Cardinal, who had for- 
merly been his chief solace, was now left behind. 
Indeed, we find it expressly stated, that the cause 
being thus ordered to Rome, and the king’s ex- 
pectatitm balked, he at once threw his disap^ 
pointment upon his (dd fovourite, though to all 
appearance he was very sincere in the business, 
and prosecuted the divorce with all the heartiness 
and application imi^nable. - It is added, “ Yet his 
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inclination was so strongly Axml upon Mrs. Bnl- 
leyn, that he could not help resenting tlie pope’s 
collusion to the highest degree, though his wrath, 
like thunder, fell upon Cardinal Wolsey.” 

But on the very first night of his progress, an 
event’ happened fraught with destruction for Wol- 
sey. That night the king lay at Waltham ; and, 
for want of accommodation, tlicre were several of 
his suite quartered at the houses of the neigh- 
boimng gently, particularly Secretaiy Ghinliner, 
and Dr. Fox, at the mansion of a Mr. Creasy. The 
famous Cranmor, afterwards archbishop and mar- 
tyr, was then tutor to Mr. Cressy’s eons ; and that 
gentleman having highly recommended him to his 
guests, as a man of deep learning, they, when the 
conversation after supper turned on tlie divorce, 
requested that he would give his opinion. Cran- 
mer, at first, modestly declined ; but lieing pressed, 
replied t^t he saw no better way to extricate the 
king out of his difficulties, than to procure in 
writing the opinions of all the universities in Eu- 
rope, and of the most eminent divines and civi- 
lians ; that then the l^umed would judge Julius 
ll.’s dispensation to be either sufiicient or invalid : 
if the first, the king’s conscience would have reason 
to be easy; if the second, the pope would never 
venture to pass sentence contrary to the opinion 
of all the learned and able men in Christendom. 

Fox and Gardiner 'were so ploised with this 
opinion, that next morning they imparted it to 

c <; 2 
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Henry, who was so struck with the ingenuity and 
force of the plan, that he swore Craiuner had got 
the right sow by the ear ; and having sent for the 
tutor, he, on further investigation, felt such a sud> 
den esteem for him, that Cranmer instantly re- 
ceived orders to accompany the court ; and mea- 
sures were speedily taken to follow his advice, 
without any deference to Wolsey’s opinions. In 
the mean time, the poi)e was not idle; for he 
issued forth a brief of avocation of the cause from 
England to the consistorial court at Rome, threat- 
ening Henry with eitcommnnication, if he should 
presume to form another union previous to the 
decision of that court. 

This was, indeed, going a step fiuther than 
prudence dictated; for though the brief, by ex- 
press directions, was fixed upon the great chmch- 
doors at Bruges, Dunkirk, and Tournay, yet no 
person dared to fix it up even^t Calais, much less 
to publish it, by any means, in England ! not even 
Wolsey hiimself dared to act so decidedly, though 
he had certainly gone great lengtlis in manifesting 
his obedience to the papal see. 

Soon after the adjournment of the Cardinals’ 
court, the idea that Wolsey was losing his in- 
fluence with the king became pretty general ; so 
much so, that bets were laid by the courtiers, the 
king being then on progress, and at Grafton in 
Northamptonshire, that his majesty would not 
sjKjak to liiin on the expected arrival of tlie two 
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cardinals, whose being sent for was rather a com- 
pliment to Cardinal Campeius, as a stranger, than 
to Wolsey, whose office seems merely to have been 
“ to conduct the stranger thither.” 

This courtly visit was one which Campeius ap- 
pears anxioms to have avoidetl, being very press- 
ing, at the moment, to be discharged from further 
attendance, and sent home to Rome. Nor is this 
suqmsing, when the fact is, that his majesty had 
already ordered the queen to be removed from the 
court to a private residence, and had token the 
Lady Anne Boleyn as his companion in this an- 
nual progress. 

The two cardinals, however, at last set off for 
Grafton ; hut, tin their arrival there, were rather 
chagrined at their first reception ; ' expecting, 
on their alighting, to be receivelf oy the great 
officers of the household in the usual' manner, in- 
stead of which there was no person to pay them a 
compliment, until their arrival at the outward 
court, when, in compliment solely to Cardinal 
Campeius, some officers received him with staves 
in their hands, and conducted him to his appointed 
lodging, whither Wolsey went, out of compliment, 
to see him settled; but the astonishment of the 
latter was great indeed, when he found that for 
him, .so recently the first man in the realm, neither 
lodgings nor chamber of any kind had been ap- 
jMdnted. 

On this he was allowed to chew the cud of re- 



454) WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

flection for some time ; until at length Sir Henry 
Norris, then groom of the stole, unwilling to add 
bitterness to the feelings of a falling favourite, 
waited on him with the usual respect, made some 
kind of ^logy, that the house was so small, there 
was scarcely room in it for the kinjg, so that to 
hnd apartments for the Cardinal was then impos- 
sible ; but he made an offer of his own apartment 
to the Cardinal tor present accommodation, which, 
with many thanks for his courtesy, the latter ac- 
cepted. 

As soon as his arrival was generally known 
about the court, several noblemen, still friendly 
towards him, came to give him welcome; and 
from their conversation he was enabled to as- 
certain the state of the king’s mind then towards 
him, and of course to prepare himself for the ap- 
proaching royal interview. 

Wolsey had no sooner dressed himself for tlie 
royal presence, than he proceeded towards the 
chamber of audience, accompanied by Campeius, 
when the lords of the council, standing in their 

f 

usual order in a row, gave them the customary 
coiurtiy .salute. Besides the lords of the council, 
there were many gentlemen assembled in the pre- 
sence.chamber ; some out of curiosi^ on the sub- 
ject of the bjits already mentioned, but most of 
them, probably, for the purpose of enjoying the 
inortification which Wolsey was exi)ected to meet 
with. There was little delay or time for con- 
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joi-tiire, for the king caine hastily into tlie cham- 
ber, siud took his station, standing under the doth 
of state. On this Wolsey took his fellow-cardinal 
by the hand, led him towards the king, and knelt 
down to address hirf majesty. Wliat he did say 
wius spoken in so low a voice os not to be heard 
by the bystanders ; but he put a good face on the 
matter, for his biographer says that, ** Ids coun- 
tenance was amiable,” — nor was what he said dis- 
agreeable to the king, for Henry instantly stooped 
down, raised him with both his hands, and tlieii 
led him by one hand ' to the recess of a window, 
where a long conversaUon took jdace between 
them. 

This unexpected favour seems to have made a 
great impression on the courtiers ; for Cavendish 
observes that, — “ then to have beheld the coun- 
tenance of the lo^s mid noblemen that had layd 
wagers, it would have made you smile, especially 
those that had layd their money that the king 
would not speake with him.” In fact the king 
did speak to him, and pretty sharply too, and at 
l.^st so loud, that part of the conversation could lie 
distinguished, Henry ^ one time exclaiming, — 
“ How can this be ? Is not this your hand ?” — 
and at the same time pulling out a letter from his 
own bosom, which he showed to Wolsey, as proof 
irrefragrable. But Wolsey was prepared for this ; 
and, by a few words, spoken too low to -be over- 
heard, seems completely to luive appeased the mon- 
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arch’s choler, for Henry answered with — Well ! 
well ! go to your dinner, and take any Lord Car- 
dinal (Canipeius) to bear you company; and after 
dinner I will speak further with you.” 

The court now broke up,* the king retiring to 
Anne Boleyn’s chamber, where he dined;. whilst 
tables were laid for the cardinds nnd the lords of 
the council in the presence chamber, whei‘e they 
dined. During the repast the conversation seems 
to have been very free and unrestrained, even in 
presence of the attendants ; and Wolsey, amongst 
other things, observed that the king would do 
well to send his bishops and . chaplains home to 
their cures and benefices : an observation hastily 
and unthinkingly made, but, no doubt, prompted 
by the idea that the numerous clergy, then about 
the court, were tara{)ered with, botli in regard to 
the divorce and to the furtheraii^e of tlie Reforma- 
tion. Wolsey had no sooner spoken than be was 
answered by the Duke of Norfolk , — “ Yea ! marry ! 
and so it were meete for you to do also.”— “ I 
would be very well content there\dth,” rejoined 
the Cturdiual, “ if it were the king’s pleasure to 
licence me with his gi*ace'f . leave to go to my cure 
at Winchester,” — “ Nay ! nay !” replied tlie Duke 
of Norfolk, “ to yoiur benefice at York, where your 
greatest honour and charge is.” Wolsey w'as well 
aware that a large party of Uie nobility were 
njKxious to remove him further fhnn the king than 
Winchester, and therefore M’is.he<l him to ix'side at 
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Ills archbishopric; but that was aii idea which 
appeared to him like banishment, so he merely 
answered — “ Even as it shall please the king,” 
and then changed the subject 

This must all have taken place during the time 
of dinner, and in public ; for CaVeudish states a 
curious fact that — “ immediately after dinner they 
fell to conncell, till the waiters had also dinetl.” 

The whole of this day’s proceedings, for so 
fai*, were soon known almut the wmrt, but there 
was rather more secresy respecting Henry’s dinner 
party; yet even of tliat it is known, “ that Mistres 
Anne Bulloigne was offended, as much as she durst, 
that the king did so graciously entertaine my Lo«l 
Canlinal,” the following conversation passing be- 
tween her and his majesty. — “ Sir, is it not a 
inarvaiious thing to see into what ^at debt and 
danger he hath brought you, wth all your sub- 
jects?” 

“ How so ?” was the monarch’s hasty reply. — 
“ Forsooth, there is not a man in all your whole 
realm of England, worth an hundred iwunds, but 
he hafli indebted you to him,” thereby alluding to 
the loans which had beeh repeatedly raised: to 
which the king calmly replied, “ Well ! well ! for 
that matter there was no blame in him ; for I 
know the matter better than you or any one else.” 

But “ Mistress Anne” was not satisfied with 
this rebake, and she still pushed the subject, say- 
ing, ** Miy ! bc'sides that, what exploits hath he 
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wrought in beveral part^ and places of this 
realm, to your great slander and disgrace ? There 
is never a nobleman, but if he had done half so 
much as Wolsey liath done, were well worthy to 
lose Ills head. Yea, if my Lord of Norfolk, my 
Lord of Suffolk, my father, or any other man, 
had done much less than he hath done, they 
should have lost their heads ere this.” 

If it is really true that Anne ventured to say 
all this, it is impossible, even making all allow- 
ances for his majesty’s love, to account for the 
extreme mildness of his reply, which was merely 
this, — “ Then I perceive you are none of my Lord 
Cardinal’s Mends.” “ Why, sir,” rejoined the fa- 
vourite, “ I have no cause, nor any that love you ! 
no more hath your Grace, if you did well consider 
his indirect and unlawful doings.” 

It is a curious picture of the manners of the 
time, that even whilst dining thus in private, yet 
the king and the maid of honour seem to have 
been quite exposed to the view of their domestics, 
and to have waited quietly for their dining, as 
before noticed in regard to the lords of the council 
in the presence chamber ; for we are told that, — 
“ by that time the waiters had d3med, and tooke 
up the table, and so for that time ended their 
communication.” 

The king now took leave of the lady, and re- 
turned to tlie chamber of presence, where ke called 
for the Cardinal, and held a long discourse with 
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him ill the recess of the great window. During 
this conference the voices of the sjieakers were so 
low, that not a word could be heard by tlie sur- 
rounding nobles ; but it was evidently not then 
of an unfavourable nature, since Henry, at the 
close of their long conversation, took the Cardinal 
by the hand and led him into the privy chamber, 
where their confidential communication was pro- 
longed until dark. This apparent reconciliation 
between the king and his quondam favourite is 
stated to have been a ^^ery unwelcome sight to the 
Cardinal’s enemies, who depended much more upon 
the personal influence of Anne Boleyn with Henry 
than upon any projects which they could put in 
force against him. But their hopes were a little 
raised when they understood that, at a late and 
inconvenient hour, it was announced to the Car- 
dinal’s gentleman usher that there was no room 
for his master to lodge in the court ; so that the 
usher was obliged to find him lodgings at the 
house of a Mr. Empstoh, at Easton, some miles 
distant, whither the Cardinal retired to supper by 
torch-light. Wolsey, .however, did not leave the 
king until he had his majesty’s orders to retucii 
in the morning, that he might renew their con- 
versation. 

This was an order which the Cardinal gladly 
obeyed ; and that too with such impatience, that 
he was at Grafton early in the morning, before 
the king’s usual hour of rising; but there he 
foiuid the king ready to mount his horse for 
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an airing, accompanied by the Lady Anne. Wol- 
sey was thunderstruck at this change in his ex- 
pected reception, and at the king’s manner of ad- 
dressing him; for Henry told him plainly that 
he would not talk with Wm, but recommended 
him to consult with the lords of the council 
in his absence, at the same time " commanding 
him, my Lord, to depart with Cardinall Campaiue 
(Campeius), who had already taken leave of the 
king.” 

Wolsey was soon aware that this was a 
manoeuvre of the favourite, in order to draw 
the king away, for the purpose of preventing all 
further conversation : indeed the whole plan was 
well lai<l, for the ostensible object of jiersuading 
his majesty to that inoniing’s ride was to view a 
piece of ground which he wished to make a park 
of, and which afterwards was made a royal en- 
closure, and named Harewell park ; and here the 
Lady Anne had l)cen careful to prepare a good 
ilinner for his majesty, so that his return was pro- 
longed until the departure of the two Cardinals, 
which took place after dinner, Caiupeius meaning 
to proceed direct for Rome. 

It is a curious fact, that no sooner had Cardinal 
Camiieius departed from the court than it was 
whisiiered to the king, that he had received large 
siuns of money from Wolsey to be carried to 
Rome, whither it was asserted that the latter in- 
tended to proceed also. Hemry was so enraged at 
this, that he instantly ordered proper persons to 
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be sent after Cainpeius, whom they overttwk at 
Calais, iustantly proceeding to make strict search 
amongst his baggage for the sup{H)sed treasures ; 
but they found nothing, except the “ king’s re- 
ward,” as it was called, a sum of money usually 
paid by the lord treasurer to accredited characters, 
when leafing the court. 

These things naturally excited alarm in WoU 
sey's mind ; but he remained quietly in town, as 
the Michaelmas term was approaching, and on 
the first day he went to Westminster-Holl, in his 
usual state, as lord high chancellor. But this was 
also his last day of legal eminence ; for being in- 
formed that the Ihikes of Norfolk and Sufiblk 
were to call on him upon Uie ensuing day, he 
staid at home to wait for them. It was nut, 
however, until the day after that appointed, that 
those two noblemen went to York-house, where 
they declared to him the king's pleasure, that he 
should surrender up to them the great seal of 
England, and afterwards depart for Esher, where- 
he wa.s to reside until he should receive further 
commands from his majesty *. 

* Wolsey^ in the day of hts greatnens^ m little thought of 
his future disgrace* as that be should l>c succeeded in his high 
scat of chancellor* on the2rith October, by More, a man whom 
he himself had been instrumental in bringing into the royal ser- 
vice, almost at the very moment previous to that disgrace ; for 
it )ias only in the early part of lo29 that he had made his 
name popular in tlie city, vthen he was sent aiiibasKodor to 
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Humiliated as Wolsey felt himself on this oe- 
^ion, yet he had courage to demand a sight of 
tli^ royal commission, which authorised them in 
this proceeding ; but the .two dukes replied, that 
they were themselves sufficient commissioners, and 
had their authority by verbal orders from his ma- 
jesty. To this, however, the Cardinal demurred, 
and finally declared that he would not obey the 
order thus delivered, without further proof of 
their authority. He said that the great seal was 
delivered to him by the king’s own hand, for the 
due administration thereof, and that the chancel- 
lorship had been granted to him for life, for which 
he had the king's letters patent to produce ; a de- 
fence which rather staggered the two noblemen in 
tiieir purpose : but they again insisted upon the 

Prance (having been twice before on diplomatic journeys with 
the Cardinal), when his attention to the mercantile iiitereKts 
of England, in the treaty between the emperor and the King 
of France, gave great satisfaction. 

. Ill a MS. in the Lambeth library, published by Dean Words- 
worth, in bis Ecclesiastical Biography, it is expressly stated, 
that moreover this. King Henry was in hand with Cardinal 
Wolsey to procure him into his service. Tlic Cardinal did not 
slack the matter, but dealt with him incontinently, and in very 
earnest manner to serve the king; saying it was meet and 
convenient, and it could not be but for his advancement to do 
so. Yet he was very loath to change his estate, and so wrought 
the Cardinal by his faire speechc, that by him the king was 
satisfied for that time* But his estimation and feme every day 
so increased, that after a while the king would by no manner 
of cntreatic l>e induced to forbeare his 8er\’ice.” 
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fulfilment of their order, saying many rude things 
to the Cardinal, which he took very patiently, yet 
still remained so true to his refusal, that the two 
dukes departed without succeeding in their com<- 
luission. 

There is some slight discrepancy amongst the 
different historians, as to the exact chronological 
prepress of these events ; but we believe the coiv 
rect order to be, that previous to the delivery of 
the great seal, which took place on Sunday the 
1 7th of October, the attomey-generd had actually 
indicted him in the Court of King’s Bench on the 
9th of October, just as Wolsey himself was open- 
ing the Chancery court; and that on the principle, 
not exactly of a premtmire, but on certain grave 
contempts, by ’the statute of provisors, for his ac- 
ceptance of the office of legate, though he really 
had obtained the king’s consent for so doing. Tlie 
prosetrution for premunire, we believe, td)k place 
subsequently. 

To this charge it does not appear that he was 
Iiermitted to plead personally, though he may 
have done so by his attomies*, whom he was 
authorised by letters patents to appoint in Uie 
Court of Kii^s Bench ; but it is evident, from the 


* Rymer'g Feed. xiv«348. There was also a arant for him 
to appoint attoraiea in Chancery, of the date ; in con- 
setpience of which he named .lohn Scuse, and C*iri»tophcr 
.Iciiny, Esqrs. learned in the lawn. 
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various statements, that he was on that very day 
convicted, as we have stated, and also of certain 
grave contempts, and put out of the king’s pro- 
tection : a fact, however, which we have not seen 
satisfactorily explained, except as alluded to in a 
royal brief of the ISth'of November. 

It must have been some days after this convic- 
tion that the demand of the great seal (already 
stated) took place ; after which interview the two 
noblemen returned to Windsor, where the court 
then was, to state .the affair to his majesty, who 
was much incensed, and instantly directed the pro- 
per orders to be made out, with which they re- 
Utmed the next day to York-house ; when Wol- 
sey, not daring to disobey the king’s written com- 
mand, deliveretl up to them the great seal of Eng- 
land, which they carried back to Windsor. 

He also felt the necessity of proceeding to Esher, 
as directed, and preparatory thereto “ set his house 
in order,” calling all his officers before him, and 
taking an account of all thiUgs which they had in 
charge. On this occasion, it is stated by Caveii- 
•lish, that in the gallery were set various tables, 
on which were laid a great quantity of rich stuffs, 
consisting of whole piec« of silk of every colour, 
.such as velvets, satins, “ muskes,” taffaties, gro- 
grams, scarHs, and various other rich commo- 
dities. ITien there were one thousand pieces of 
fine Hollands, and the hangings of the gallery with 
•doth of gold, and cloth of silver, “ and rich cloath 
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of bodkin of divers colours, which were han^i^l 
in expectation of the king’s coining.” 

We are also told, that on one side of the gallery 
were hung the rich suits of cojies of his own pro- 
viding, of extreme brilliancy ; intended for the col- 
leges at Christ Church, Oxfonl, and at Ipswich : 
and adjoining to the gallery were two chambers, 
called the gilt cltambcr and the council chamlier, 
in which were set two long tables, covered with 
plate to a great .amount, great part of it lieing 
solid gold ; and upon cocli table vi'ci*e laid IxMiks, 
containing lists of both the articles and their 
weight. 

All this wealth he left in the hands of projier 
officers, together with every thing else of value in 
York-house, with orders that the whole should lie 
carefully delivered up into the hand.s of his ma- 
jesty ; and he then prepared to set off for Esher 
by water. 

During these hasty preparations, various re- 
(lorts were spread amongst his numerous house- 
hold ; and just as he was about to depart, his trea- 
surer, Sir William Gascoigne, went up to him and 
said, “ Sir, I am sorry for your grace, for I hear 
you are to go straight to the Tower !” to which 
the Cardinal replied — “ Is this the best comfort 
you can give to your master in adversity? It hath 
always been your inclination to be light of credit, 
and much lighter in reporting of lies. I would 
you should know. Sir William, and all those re- 
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porters too, that it is untrue, for 1 never deserved 
to come there.” He then added — Although it 
hath pleased the king to take my house ready 
furnished for his pleasure, yet at this time 1 would 
have all the world to know that I have nothing 
but it is of right of him, and of him I have re- 
ceived all that 1 have. It is, therefore, convenient 
and reason to tender the same unto hi)n again.” 

This certainly was putting as good a face upon 
the matter as he could ; hut the feet of his dis- 
grace was already too well known to be stopped 
even by the Cardinal’-s ingenious and Jesuitical 
subterfuge. In truth, so strong was the general 
report, and so pleased were the public with this 
ex])ectation, that the river was covered with boats 
all filled with people, anxious to witness the 
wishe<l-for sight. 

When Wolsey set off on this expedition, it is 
worthy of remark, that he had but one cross borne 
before him ; nay, he even openlysaid that he wished 
he had never borne more — alluding, evidently, to 
the legate's cross as the cause of his fall : and it was 
observed that when he entered his barge at his 
privy stairs, attended by his numerous train of gen- 
tlemen and yeomen, he was struck with the sight 
of the assemblage on the river, but silent on the 
subject to those around him, as he proceeded on 
his way by water to Putney*; and landing there, 

* Esher bad been, for many years, an episcopal mansion, 
liaTingf been bestowed by William the Conqueror on the abbey 
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mounted his mule in all decent episcopal proud 
humility, but taking his way to Esher in sorrow 
and sadness of heart. From this, indeed, he was 
soon relieved ; for scarcely had he got as far os tlic 
foot of the hill, when a Mr. Norris, a gentlemiiii 
of the royal bedchamber, brought him a inesipige 
from Henry, importing tliat he was as much'''iu 
the royal favour as ever. So elated was the Car- 
dinal with this intelligence, that it is re{x)rted he 
instantly dismounted, and falling on his knees in 
the dirt, gave loud thanks to (jod, and to the 
king; when Mr. Norris, as a royal token, pre- 
sented him with a signet ring from Henry, for 
which the Cardinal, as a token in answer, sent 
back a golden cross, in which a piece of the holy 
cross was said to be inclosed, and which he had 
hitherto worn- round his own neck. 

Anxious still further to regain and to retain 
Ilia sovereign’s good-will, it is said that he be- 

(>f St. Lcofrid, and sold, by one of tho abbots, to Peter dc 
Roches, or dc Rtipibus, Bishop of Winchester, iti the thir- 
tccntli century; and, in 1284, it was fully fptnitcd and con- 
firmed to that see by Edward 1. 'I'here was, however, no 
episcopal mansion here until William of Wainfleet, between 
1447 and 1486, built what was then called , a stately brick 
bonsc on the bank of the Mole, and Esher became the occa- 
sional residence of the bishops, devolving to Wolsey, ns Bishop 
of Winchester, in 1528, or 1529, upon the demise of Fox, 
when he repaired the old house, and rebuilt some parts of it, 
intending to occupy it whenever Henry should be resident at 
Hampton-Court. 
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thought him still further of what would be most 
acceptable to his royal patron, when his choice 
fell upon his fool, Patch ; -but Patch was either 
too much of a fool, or too honest a man, to quit 
his old master in disgrace even to bask in the 
favours of a court — so unwilling was he indeed, 
that six of the tallest yeomen, in the Cardinal’s 
retinue, could scarce conduct him to the king. 

But here we may notice that this and all the 
rest of Henry’s friendly messages are supposed 
to liave been mere tricks to keep Wolsey in hopes 
of speedy restoration to royal favoim ; and con- 
sequently to prevent him from defending himself, 
either in the coiu’ts of law or parliament, or of 
public opinion, by producing the royal letters 
patent, authorizing him to act as he had done. 

After the uotiheation of the king's continued 
favour by Mr. Norris, Wolsey still judged it ex- 
{ledieut to comply with the previous orders that 
he had received ; he therefore proceedwl to Esher, 
where he resided during the remainder of October, 
and gmit part of November ; and so little hope 
hatl he of restoration to power, and to consequent 
wealth, or expecting, |)erhnps, that humility and 
iwverty were his best cards to play, tliat in a 
short time after, lie dismissed all his servants, as 
we shall presently detail more at large, with the 
exwption of a few necessary menials. 

It has been stated as an extraordinary. instance 
of ingratitude, that amongst the whole of his 
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immense retinue, there was but one who had the 
virtue to remain with his master in his disgrace, 
upon generous disinterested principles, and that 
was Cromwell, then liis chief steward, who refused 
to withdraw his services, and was acconlingly 
despatched by the fallen favourite to London, to 
watch the proceedings of his enemies, in whidi 
Cromwell manifested the most indefatigable skill 
and abilities. 

"WHiilst Cromwell was in town, the Cardinal 
remained in close retirement at Esher, when? he 
received another favourable message, and another 
ring from hi.s majesty. Yet a bill for high trea- 
son was brought against him in parliament, but 
defeated by the judicious management of Crom- 
well, as was likewise another bill for high crimes 
iind misdemeanors, as shall l>e more fully noticed 
in its proper place. 

That WoLsey must have been very uncomfort- 
able during all these changes may naturally 
be exijected ; indeed, of his accommodation and 
of that of his suite, hurri«rd as they had been 
into an unfurnished house, wt* cannot present a 
better picture’ than in the worils of Cavendish — 
“ thus continued my lord at Ashur, 3 or 4 weekes 
without either l)eds, sheets, table-cloths, <*r dishes 
to eat their meat on, or wherewith to buy any. 

But there was good store of all kind of victuals, 

and of beer and wine plenty ; but afterwards my 
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ioi^ borrowed some plate and dishes of the Bishop 
of Carlisle.” 

Wolsey remained, as we have stated, at Esher 
until the beginning of November ; when one day 
whilst at dinner, Mr. Cromwell stood forward, 
apparently as spokesman for the household, and 
told the Cardinal that he ought in conscience 
to consider the true and good service which he 
and others of his servants had done towards him, 
never forsaking him in weale nor in woe. The 
Cardinal felt hurt at the claim, thus publicly 
made; but he calmly replied — “Alas ! Tom, you 
know that I- have nothing to give to you nor 
them ; wliich makes me both sorry and ashamM l 
that I have nothing to requite your faithful ser- 
vice8.”--To which Cromwell answered that the 
Cardinal had -many chaplains who had been pre- 
ferred by him to rich benefices ; many worth £500 
per annum, and some even equal to £1000 ; adding, 
that it M'ere a shame for them not to come for- 
ward to assist him with funds, especially when it 
was considered that the poor servants who still 
atl^ed upon him, though unpaid, did mure duty 
in one day than any one of these chaplains liad 
do)ie in a year. 

This remonstrance seems to hare had consider- 
able effect iqKm Wolsey ; for he diortly afterwards 
directed that all the gentlemen and yeomen of the 
household should be assembled in the great duun- 
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ber, where they arranged themselves in order — 
the gentlemen on the right, and the yeomen on 
the left — ^when the Cardinal came out dressed in 
his rochet, upon a violet gown like a bishop, and 
attended by his chaplains, with whom he passed 
to the great window at the upper end of the 
duunber. He then turned round and looked at* 
tentively over the assembled household, but was 
unable to speak to them from his emotions, tlie 
tears actually running down his cheeks, which 
was met by an equal burst of grief on the part of 
his attendants. At length he addressed them, us 
detailed by Cavendish, in the following words : — 
“Most faithful gentlemen and true-hearted yeo- 
men ; I do not lament to see you about me, but 
I lament in manner and certainty on my behalf 
towards you all, in whom hath been great default, 
that in my prosperity I have not done so much 
for you as I might have done either in deed or 
words, which lay in my power then to do. But 
then I knew not the jewell and special treasure 
I had in mine house of you my faithful servants ; 
but now experience hath taught me, and with the 
eyes of my discretion I do well perceive tl||^^me. 
There was never thing that repented me more 
that ever I did, than doth the remembrance of my 
great and most oblivious negligence and unkind 
ingratitude, that I have liot promoted, preferred, 
or advanced you all according to your denterits ; 
howbeit it is not unknown unto you all, that I 
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was not so fully furnished of temporal promo- 
tious, in my gift, as I was of spiritual prefer- 
ments : and if I should have preferred you to any 
of the king’s offices, then should I have wonne in 
the indignation of the king’s servants, who would 
not much let to report behind my back that there 
could no office in the king’s gift escape the Car- 
dinal and hi|i servants. And thus should I have 
won an o{)en slander before all the world. But 
now it is come to this pass that it pleased the king 
to take dl that I have into his hands, so that I 
have notliing to give you, for I have nothing left 
me hut my bare clothes upon my back, the which 
are but simple in comparison to that I ; 
howbeit if it might do you any good I would not 
shrink to divide the same amongst you; yea! 
and the skin of my back too, if it might counter- 
vtiil any value among you. 

“ But my good gentlemen and yeomen, my 
trusty and fmthful servants, and of whom no' 
prince hath the like, I shall require you to take 
some patience with me awhile ; for I doubt not 
but that the king, considering my suggested of- 
feui-e^lp mine enemies put against me, to be of 
small grief or hurt for so great and sudden an 
overthrow, will shortly restore me to my living ; 
so UiBt 1 shall be more able to^vide my sub- 
stance among you ; whereof ye wall not lacke, 
for whatsoever shall chance hereafter to be an 
overplus, aud superfluity of my revenues at the 
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determination of iny yearly occompt, it shall be 
distributed among you ; for I will never, during 
my lyfe, esteem the goods and riches of this 
world, any otherwise than shall be sufficient h) 
maintain the state that<God hath and shall call me 
unto. And if the king do not so shortly restore 
me, then I will write for you, citlier toiglie king, 
or to any nobleman within this realm, to retain 
your service; for I doubt not but the king, or 
any nobleman of tliis realm, will ci'edit my letter 
in your recommendation. Therefore, iti the mean 
time, I would advise you to repair home to your 
wives, .such as have wives, and some of you that 
have nlii^wives, to take a time to visit your 
paretits in the country. There is none of you 
all, but once in the year ye would require lictuwe 
to see and visit your wife and other of your 
friends. Take this time, therefore, in that re- 
s]H;(rt, and on your return, I will not refuse you 
to l«?g with you. I consider that your service in 
my hobse hath been such, that ye%i nut apt to 
serve any man under the degree of a king ; there- 
fore 1 would advise you to 8erve,uo man but .tiue 
king, who, I am sure, will not refuse you. There- 
fore I shall -desire you to take your pleasure for 
a month, and then j^e may come again ; and by 
that time, rtnist yo^ldng will extend his mercy 
uiwn me.” 

To this address, Cromwell, the secretary, an- 
swered, that there were several of the yeomen 
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that would be glad to see their friends, but they 
had no money ; and therefore he considered that 
amongst the many chaplains present, who had re- 
ceived great benefices from his hands, there must 
be some who had the memis, and who would not 
allow the Cardinal to lack ready money upon such 
an occasi^i : he also observed, that although he, 
himself, had nbt yet received from Wolsey one 
penny towards the cost of his living, still would 
he do something towards assisting the poorer 
part of the household, presenting at the same 
time five pounds to the Cardinal ; “ and now let 
us see,” added he, “what your chaplains will 
do. I think they will depart with y«$i much 
more liberally than I, who be more able to give 
yon a pound than I a penny. Go to, masters !” 
— addressing himself to the chaplains, who thus 
ptiblicly called upon, and after such an example, 
found it necessary to come forward also with their 
donations ; some offering ten pounds ; others 
twenty nobles^ some imitating Cromwell’s gift 
of five pounds : in consequence of which the Car- 
dinal was enabled to distribute ten shillings a- 
piece to the yeomen, in part of their quarter’s 
wages, together with as much more as would pay 
each for a month’s board 

The hoiLsehold being now dismissed, they as- 
sembled in the hall to talk over the affair ; but 
though some prepared to off to see their 
friends, yet it is said there were others who would 
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not depart, nor leave tlieir master, until they 
sftnld see him restored to a lietter state. We 
stsite this upon the authority of Cavendish, who 
is, no doubt, more worthy of Credit thair tltuse an- 
nalists who have brought a sweepang charge of 
ingratitude against ail the members of Ids nume- 
rous household, as recorded in a pr^|eding irage. 
Still are we disposed to give due praise, tor his 
generous and disinterested conduct towards his 
master, to Secretary Cromwell, who instantly si't 
off to London, but not as one of the deserters, fur 
he was stanch to his master’s cause, and only left 
him for the pnrpbse of getting into parliament, 
then Sbout to meet. In this, too, he was success- 
ful ; for s(M)n after his arrival in town, he met a 
very irarticuiar friend. Sir Thomas Hysshe, whose 
sou then sat for a borough, and it was soon ar- 
ranged that young Bysshe should retire, thatCrom- 
well mifi^t be returned in his stead— a very im- 
portant and very curious fact, as it shows that 
seats in parliament were sought fifter and attained 
by something like modem means, long previous 
to that period generally alluded to by political 
writers who speak so much of the good old times 
when corruption was unknovm. 

Let it be remarked, too, that tiie whole of this 
transaction took flace in less than three days, for 
in three da}ra after his departure, Cromwell re- 
turned to Esher $ when on his introduction to the 
Cardinal by tlie gentleman usitw, he obeerved 
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to the latter “ I have adventured my feet where 
I will be better regarded, ere the parliament to 
dissolved.” 

Cromwfell had then some short conversation 
with the Cardinal, after which he posted back to 
town in order to join the House at its first sit- 
ting, so as to acquire information for his master 
on all points of accusation that might be brought 
against him — a matter of great iinjwrtance to the 
Cardinal in regard to the early preparation of his 
defence. 

We have already hinted at a second ring and 
friendly message being sent by the king to Wolsey ; 
and the manner in which this ring and message 
■wert‘ presented, described by Cavendish in his 
gossiping way, may serve to illustrate not only 
the manners of those times, but also the courtly 
politics of that day, showing clearly that eveji the 
“ tyrant Hiury,” as he is so often called, was as 
much under the control of his ministers as the 
most constitutional monarch that ever sat upon 
the English throne. To give the scene its full 
effect, we shall insert it verbatim ; premising that 
it took place oil the evening after the di8mis.sal of 
the household. 

** After iny Lorde had supped that nighte, and 
all men gone to bed, being alhollowday aboute 
midnighte, one of the porters came to my chamber 
dore, and knocked there to wake me : and beinge 
once awake, and perceiving who was there, I asked 
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him what he would have that tyme of the nip^hte. 
Sir, quoth he, there be a great uumber of horae- 
inen at the gate, that would come in, sayinge that 
it is Sir John Russell ; and so it apjiears by bis 
voice ; and what is your pleasure that I shall do ? 
said he. Marie, quoth I, go dowue againe and 
make a greate her in your lod^, (untill I come) 
to drie them ; for it rayued all that uighte moste 
veheiiientlie as it did any tyme before. Tlicn I 
rose and made me readie, and put on my uighte 
gowiie, and came to the gates, and asked who was 
theare? With that Master Russell spake to me, 
whoine I knewe righte well, and caused the gates 
to lie set open, and let them all come in who were 
wet to the very skyune. I caused Mr. Russell to 
go unto the her in the porter’s lodge to drie him, 
and he shewed me that he was come from y". 
kynge unto iny lorde, in message with whome he 
required me to speake. Sir, quoth 1, 1 trust your 
newes be good. Yea, I promise you on my 
hdelitie, and so tell him tiiat I have brought him 
such newes as wUl please him righte well. Then 
(quoth I), will I go and wake hun, and cause hiin 
to rise. I went incontinent to my lorde’s chamber 
doore, and knocked there so^ that my lorde spoke 
to me, and asked me what I would have. With 
that, I tolde him of the comynge of Sir John Rus- 
sell ; and then he called up to him one of his 
groomes to let me in, and when I was come to 
him, 1 tolde him againe of the jomey that Sir 
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John Ruasell had taken, that tronblescHne nighte. 
I praie God, all he for the best, (quoth he). Yea 
sir, (quoth I) he shewed mee and so -badde me 
tell you, that he brougbte you suche newes as ye 
would greatlie rejoyce .thereat. Well then, (quoth 
he) God be praised, and welcome be his grace. 
Go ye and fetche him to me, and by that tyme 1 
will be readie to talke with him. Then returned 
I into the lodge, and broughte Mr. Russell from 
thence to my brde, who had caste about him his 
nighte gowne. And when Mr. Russell was come be- 
fore him, he moste humblie reverenced him upon 
his knee, whome my lorde stooped unto, and tooke 
him up, and bad him welcome. Sir, quoth he, 
the king commendeth him unto you; and de- 
livered him a great ringe of golde with a tiurkes, 
for a token, and willed me to bid you be of good 
cheere, for he ioveth you as well as ever be did, 
and is sorie tor your trouble ; whose mind runneth 
inuche upon you, insomuch that before his Grace 
sat downe to supper, he called me unto him, and 
desired me to take the paine servablie to visit you 
and to comforte you, the best of my power. And 
sir,, I have had the sorest jomey for so little 
value th^t ever I had to my remembrance. 

** My lorde tiianked him for his paiuesand good 
newes, and demaunded. of him if he had supped ; 
and he. saide naye. Well tlmn, quoth my lorde, 
cause the cookes to provide meate for him, and 
cause a chamber to be provided for him that he 
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male take his reste a while upcm a bed. All 
whiche commandment 1 fulhlled ; and, in the mean 
time, Mr. Russell went to his eliamber, takings 
his leave of my lorde ; and saide he would tarie 
but a while, for he would be at tlie court at Greue- 
wiche againe before daye ; and would not for onie 
tliinge that were knowne that he had beeue with 
iny lorde that nighte. And so being in his 
chamber, haviiige a small repaste, rested him a 
while upon a bedd, whilst his servaunts sup}K‘(l and 
dried them ; and that doime, incontinent be rude 
awaie with spede againe' to the courtt*. After 
this, within a while, my lorde was restored to 
plate vessell, and household stuffe of everie tliinge 
necessarie some parte ; so that he was better fur- 
nished than before.” 

There is some confusion, as we have previously 
noticed, amongst the various historians, in regard 
to the exact routine of the procec^lings against 
Wolsey ; some considering the proceedings of the 
attorney-general against him, by indictment on 
the 9th of October, as merely preparatory to ulto- 
rior law process, whilst others, and iiimn gooil 
authority, consider some conviction to have ac- 
tually taken place, as there is still extant the 
king’s brief *, declaring, that on thd 9th of Octolier 
last, upon certain grave contempts, he was con- 
victed, and also, by the judgment of the court, put 


» RysHirFfiHl, sir. 317. 
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out of the king’s protection, yet at his supplica- 
tion, the king takes his body and person under his 
protection; he being ordered to appear in curia 
regis to answer to various grave contempts, trans- 
gressions, and offences, committed and perpetrated 
by the said Cardinal against us, our crown, dignity, 
and royal power ! This then leads us to the first 
parliamentary impeachment of the Cardinal, which 
is summed up very shortly by Cavendish, who 
merely states that a bill of articles was brought 
into parliament to have him condemned of high 
treason, “ against which bill Master Cromwell 
did inveigh so discreetly and with such wntty j)er- 
suasions, that the same would take no effect,” — 
and the consequence was that his enemies had no 
resourcq^Ieft but to indict him for a premunire, a 
conviction under which would entitle the king to 
claim all his property whatsoever, especially all 
that M'hich he had obtained by grant, or purchased 
for the support of his intended colleges at Oxford 
and Ipswich ; both then erected, and described as 
most siunptuous buildings *. 

The legal proceedings in the premunire were 
immediately commenced; and shortly after the 
judges were sent to him to take his answer on the 
various charges therein contained ; to whom he is 

* Fiddes a»sei ts that the proceedings on premunire took 
place before the impeachment; but he appears to confound 
the first indictment by Hales, the attorney-general, with a 
subsequent prosecution. 
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reported to have said , — ** My lords, judges, the 
king kuouret^ whether I liave offended or no, iu 
using my prerogative for the which I am indicted. 
I have the king's licence in my cofier to jshow, 
under hb hand and broad seal, for the executing 
and using thereof in most large manner,' the 
which now are in the hands of my enemies ; but, 
beeanse I will not here stand to contend with Ttis 
niajesty'in hW own case, I will hwe presently l)e- 
fore you confess the indictmehti and put myself 
wholly to the mercy and grace of the king, trust- 
ing that he hath a con»^euce and reason to con- 
sider the truth, and iny humble submission and 
obedience wherein I might well stifod to my trial 
with justice. fhu4 much may you say his 
highness, that I wholly suinnit myself vMer his 
obediettcO in all .tliliigs 'to his princely will and 
pleasure, whoibol nefer disobey^, or repugned, 
hut was always contented and glad to please him 
liefure God, whom I ought most chiefly to have 
Ijelieved and Obeyed, which 1 now repent. I most 
desire you to have me commended to him, for 
whom t shah during my life pray to God to send 
him much proqierit^, honoUr, and viett^ over 
ins enemies.*’ ’ ^ 

Having made ^ifs declaration, ‘tim judges left 
him ; but soon afh^ Judge Shelfey was sent to 
speak with him, when, after all due ceremony of 
fonn and sahitatioii, the judge told him that it 
whs the king’s pleasure to demand bis house, called 
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York-place, near Westminster, belonging to the 
bishopric of York,— adding, ** and that you do 
pass the same, according to the laws of die reahn, 
his highness hath sent for all his judges and 
learned counsel to know their opinions fei; your 
assurance thereof ; who have folly resolved that 
your grace must make a recognizance, and before 
a judge acknowledge and confess tlie right thereof 
to belong to the king and his successors ; and so 
his highness shall be assured thereof. Wherefore 
it hath pleased the kii^ to send me hither to take 
of you the recognizance, having in your grace 
such affiance that yon will not refitse to do so ; 
therefore I do desire to know your grace’s plca- 
sure%herein.” 

This demand, so made, seems to have roused 
Wolsey’s mettle, for he instantly^foplied, — ^“Master 
Hhellcy ! I know the king, of hffii own nature, is 
of a royal spirit, not reqiiiring nl|p%*than reason 
shall lead him to by the law; and therefore I 
counsel you, and all other judges and learned iifeii 
of his counsel, to put nb more into his head than 
law, that may stand with conscience. For, when 
you tell him that although this be law, yet it is 
not conscience; for law without conscience is not 
fit to be minkrtered by a kiii^>nor his counsel, noip>> 
by 9uy of his ministers, for every counsel to a king 
ought to have respect to omsdaoce before the 
rigour of the law — ^Laus est fooere quod decet, 
non quod licit. — The king ought for his royhl 
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the law; and therefore in hu fHrincely plans he 
hath ocmstitated a chanoelkxr, to order fisr him the 
same, and therefore the court o£ chancy liath 
been coinm<mly'called the eourt of oonaciem ; for 
that it hath jutisdietion to command the law in 
every cas^ to desist from Um rigour d Uie execu> 
tioii : and now I say to you. Master Shelley, have 
1 a power, w may I with consdenoe give that 
fawny ndikh is now mine, for me and my sue* 
rtwsors ? If tliis be law and otmsdenc^ I pray yon 
show me your opinion." 

Shelley’s reply was rather rough and tinllb- 
.serving than courtly^"** Forsodh, there is no 
great conscience in k; but, having regaid th the 
king’s gpreat power, it may the better stihd with 
conscience, who" (meaning the king evidently) “ is 
sufficient to recompeilce the church of Yoric with 
the double yalne.” * , 

That I know well," rejoined the .Cardinal, 
“ but there is no such condition, but only a bare 
and simpte departure of otherVr^bts. . If every 
bishop should do so, thmi might every prelate give 
away the patriinmiQr of tiie church; and so, in 
process of tim^ leave nothii^ for their successors 
to maintain>thdr d^nities; which wotdd be but 
little to this honour.’* 

thondenumtled a si^t of Shdley’s com* 
mission, which was produced* He glancedit over; 
and then said,-—** Tell hm hj^^meiss that 1 am his 

i I a 
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most faithful subject, and obedient beadsman, 
whose command I will in no wise disobey ; but 
udtl in all things fulfill his pleasure, as you, tlie 
fathers of the law, say I may. Therefore 1 charge 
your conscience to discharge me ; and shpw lus 
highness from me that I must desire his majesty 
to remember there is both Heaven and Hell !” 

This speech, thus related verbatim by his friend 
and apologist, shows clearly how deep were the 
wounds that ranjded in Wolsey’s bosom, though 
he endeavoured, by a dignified and philosophic be- 
haviour, in some measure to defeat the malice of 
hfs enemies by not permitting them to see how 
much he suffered. Indeed it is pretty evident 
tliat even now they feared he should regain the 
royal confidence, for they could not but perceive 
“ the good affection the king bore always towards 
him,'’ — ^nay Cavendish assfirts that they feared 
him more after his fall, than tliey did during his 
prosperity; for should he again come into favour 
and ])olitical powei*, they well knew what they 
might expect from his revenge, by bis pan ious 
conduct to ^ir Amyas Paulet In consequence of 
this feeling, therefore, they not only continued to 
keep up the royal animosity towards him by re- 
peated cliarges, but they also used, as Cavendish 
states, every means in their power to fret and 
chafe the Cai^al himself, in hopes that death 
blight thus step in and relieve them from all 
further contest. 
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It is a very curious fact that on the day of 
Sliclley’s visit, the Duke of Norfolk was actually 
sent to the Cardinal, with fresh assurances of tlie 
royal favour : and as soou as Wolsey was informed 
of his near approach, he ordered aU his gentlemen 
to wait upon him down through the hall, aud into 
the lower or outer court, to retxdve the duke at 
the gates, and commanded all his yeomen to stand 
in regular order in the hall, whilst he himself anil 
liis train of gentlemen went to tlie gates, where lie 
received the duke bareheaded *. When the duke 
dismounted, the Cardinal and he embraceil ; and 
the latter then led him by the arm through the 
hall, towards his presence chamber. As soon as 
liis (Jrace of Norfolk arrived at the upper end of 
the hall, he looked with some surprise and ad- 
miration at the niunbcr of tall yeomen, arid turning 
to tlieni said, “Sirs, the eifect of your diligent 
and faithful service unto your master is this ; his 
calamity hath purchased you of all men, noble 
and ignoble, much hon«ity, insomuch as the king 
commanded me to say to yon, in his name, that 
for the true and loving service ye have done to 
your master, his highness will see yoit all at any 
time furnished with services according to your 
demerits” 

On hearing this, the Cardinal took off his cap ; 

* 

* This \h\t appears to Lave taken place after the cxplaiiu- 
tion with the household; it iscvidciit, therefons that he uus 
not deserted b\ all his duuiesties. 
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andjturning to the duke said, “ These men be all 
approved men ; therefore it were pity they should 
want any service : and being sorry that I am not 
able to do for them as my heart wisheth, I will 
therefore require you, my good lord, to be good 
lord unto them, and extend your diarity among 
them where and when ye shall see occasion at any 
time hereafter; and that ye will prefer their dili- 
gence and faithful service unto the king.” 

“ Doubt ye not, my lord,” Replied the duke, 
“ but I will do for them the best in my power : 
aiul whenever I see cause I will be an eai’iiest 
suitor for them to the king : and some of you I 
will retain myself in service, for right honest men; 
and us you have begun, so continue now until you 
hear more of the king’s pleasure.” Then adding, 
** (Jod’s blessing and mine be upon you,” he w’ent 
up to the great chamber to dinner, where WoKey 
thankiHl him for his kind consideration towards 
his iiousdiold, saying, — ‘‘ Yet, my lord, of all other 
noblemen, I have most cause to thank you for 
your noble and gentle heart, the which you have 
showed me behind my bock, as my servant, Thomas 
(’romwcll, hath re|»orted unto me. But even as 
yt>u lie a nobleman, indeed, so have you showed 
yourself no less to all men in calamity, and in 
esj^ierial to me, whom ye have brought down from 
iny high estate; but now again, being in this 
miserable state, ye have extended your favour 
most houoiirably with great charity, ye do right 
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well deserve to bear in your arms the noble aud 
gentle lion, wlidbe natimil proiwrty is, whe^^ he 
iiath vanqtiished a cruel beast, and seeeth him 
yielded, lying prostrate befon* him under his fwM, 
then will he,be merciful unto him, and do him no 
more hurt, nor suffer any ravenous beast to de- 
vour him ; all whose natural inrliuation ye have. 
Wheref<»re I may say these verses in yoiu* com- 
mendation — • 

“ Parrcrc prostfstiH scit nobilis ira Iconis : 

Tit tjuiMiuc fae aimile, 4(iu!iquia reftnabia in oriH-.'' 

Just as the Cardinal had finished this consiim- 
niate piece of flattery, the water was brought to 
u ash, to which operation Wolsey culled the atten- 
tion of the duke, to wash in the saim* vessel with 
him ; hut the latter refnsetl to do so, as Cavendish 
sjiys, “ out of courtesie,” but luttre probably either 
from pride or enmity, though he closikcd the re- 
fusal on the score that it became him no more to 
prestune to wash with him now than it did In-fore. 
“ \'ea,‘’ answered the Cardinal, “ for my legantmu 
pmver is gone, wherein stocsl all my high honour.” 
— “ A strawe for your legantiue rank,” replied the 
duke. “ I never esteerneil your honour the higher 
for that; hut I esteemed yonr honour for that ye 
were Arclihishiq) of Vork, and a ('ardiiial, whose 
estate and honour surinounteth any dtike pow 
Avitliin this realm : and even so w'iD I honour you, 
and acknowkslge the same in doing yon nwerence 
and honour accordingly. 7’hereforc, I. pray yon, 
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hold me excused; for I will not presume to wash 
with you.” 

Wolsey was thus obliged to perform the ablu- 
tion by himself, after whudi the duke washed ; yet 
apparently, as Cavendish describes i<v in the same 
water. 

This ceremony over, Wolsey wished that the 
duke should sit down in the chw on the inner 
side of the table; but t^ also Norfolk refused, 
“ witii much humbl^uiess.” Aj^other chair was 
then set for the dnke opposite to the Cardinal, on 
the outside of the table; but even .that the duke 
caused to be set a little lower down, or as it is in 
the MS. to be based isomethinge beneath^ and 
would not lat directly .againste my lord.” • 

The conversation now turned principally upon 
the diligent service of the gentlemen that waited 
during dinner, and how much the king and all the 
other lords did esteem and commend them in so 
doing, and how little they were r^arded in the 
court, who had gone into tire king’s service, and 
thus forsook their roaster in the time his neces- 
sity ; some of whom the dulte even Uamed by 
nanu'. 

This conversation ended, the duke and Cardinal 
role from table, retiring to the privy chamber, 
where they continued in j^vate oonsultatimi, until 
it happened that the arrival ^ JTuc^ Shelley was 
announced, when the duke expressed his desire to 
go to another diamber, to repose himself for a 
little while. This, of course, was agreed to ; but 
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as th® duke came out oF the privy diauiber, he 
met with Shelley, who immediately addressed him, 
and after relating the aff^ on wbldi, he was 
come, as already detriled, requested that he would 
stop and assist him in executing liis message ; hut 
this the duke refused, sa)ring~-‘* I have nothing 
to do with your message, and therefore will not 
meddle,” and then departed for his diamher, where 
he rested for an hour or two. 

In the meaii tiq^e, Wolsey left his privy rhani> 
her, and went to Shelley in the ante-room, desiring 
to know the purport of his message, doubtless 
much emboldened by the previous assurances of 
royal favour. 

Notwithstanding the pride of the Cardinal in 
his prosperity, and some slight bursts of an inde- 
{lendent spirit against his enemies and persecutors 
in his adversity, he seems, upon the whole, to 
have sunk very low occasionally, with regard to 
solicitations to all those who, as he imagined, 
might be of assistance to him. A reflliarkable in- 
stance of riiis occurs in an original letter of his *, 
addressed to the Icing's secretafy i — 

“ Myn owne goode Mastyr Secretary, 

** Albeit I am in such alteration and indysspo- 
sition of my hede and body, by y* menys of my 
dayly sorrow and bevynes, y^ 1 am feign ommit 
to wryt any long letters j yet my trustyng ftende, 
Thomas Cromwel, retowmyng and repayring onto 


* Brit. Mos. LmisiI. Coll. No. 121, art. 3, an autofirapli. 
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you, 1 cowde nut fwbere but brevily to put y° iu 
rfunembrance, bow y‘ after y* consultation takyn 
by y' king’s highnes opon myn ordering, w^’’ yee 
supposed should bee on Sonday was sevynighte, 
yee wold not fail io advertyse mee at y' leyngth 
of the specialty ther^f; of y* wch to here and 
have kuowleg, I liave and dayly do lake for. I 
pray y“ therfor, at y* reverens of God» and of thys 
holy tyme, and as yee love and tendyr iny poore 
Uf, do so*much as to wryt onto ipee y*^ seyd letters ; 
wherby I may take some cumfort and rest : not 
doubting but y' heit yS so gentyl and petiful, y‘ 
havpig knowleg in w‘ agony I am yn, yee wole 
hike y' jiaiue to send dnto me y' seyd consolatory 
letters, wherby^yee shall nat oudly deserv^ towards 
God, but also byude mee to bee, as I am, y' con- 
tinual bedisman. Wiytten tliis momyug at Asher 
w" y' oiide liand and sorrowful hert of y" with 
best and prayer. 

“ T. Car.'“ Ebou. Miserrimus.” 

Of the same nature was another epistle to the 
king’s secretary, and evidently of this date. 

To the Kygth honorable and my assuryd 
Frende, Mustn't Secretary *, 

“ My oyrne good Mastyr Secretary, 

“ After my moste herty commendations, I pray 
you at the reverens of God to helpe that expedition 
be usyd in my persuts, the driay wherof so re- 


Brit. .Mus A><>. Cut. 4160 
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plenyshyd my herte with Hev)rne8, that I cnu 
take no reste ; not for anye vayne fere, hut onely 
for the miserable condytion, that 1 am presently 
yn, and lykiyhod to ^ohtynue in the same, onles 
that yow, in whom ys myn assnryd tmste, do 
helpe and relieve me therin. For fyrste, con- 
t^nmyng here in thys moistc and corupt ayer, 
beyng entoryd agn to the passyon of the droj^y — 
'*** appetihis et emtinuo in somnto, I cannot 
lyvc. Wherfor of necesyte I muste be reroovyd 
to some othyr dryer ayer and place, when* I may 
have comodyte of physycyans. Secondly, havyng 
hut parte, wych ys now decayed, of viii c -C by 
the yeere, I cannot tell howc to lyve, and kepe the 
poore noinbyr of folkcs, wych I nowe have, my 
howt-ys and *** be in decay, and of cvry thyng 
iticte for bowsold unprovydyd and unfoniyshyd, 
I have non apparel! for my howsys ther, nor 
iiiuuey to bryng me thither, nor to lyve with bye 
(he j)ropys8e tyme of the yeere shal come to re- 
move thether. Thes thyngs consyderyd, Mr. Se- 
cretary, must uedys mobe me in agony and 
hevynes, myn age therwith and sycknes eon- 
syderyd. Alas! Mr. Secretary, ye with other itiy 
lords, shewyd me that I shuld otherwjrse be fnr- 
nyshyd and seyn unto. Ye knowe^n yoiu* lemyng 
and consyens whether I shuld forfet my spirituol- 
tie.s of Wynchester, or alas ! the qualytes of myn 
offencys consyderyd wyth the grate punyshment 
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andlosseof my goodes, yf I havemistaynydowtto 
move pityful judges, and the moste nobyl kynge, 
to whom yf yt wold plese yow of your charytable 
goodnes to shewe the primisses, as yn your accus- 
tomable wysdom and dixteritye, that yt wold not 
be duwtyd, but hys^^hnes wold have consydera- 
tyon and compassyon, augmentyng my lyvyuge 
and appoyntyng such thynges as shuld be coii- 
venyent for furniture; wych to do shall be the 
kynges hyhnes honor, meryte, and dyscharge of 
consyens, and to yow grete prayse for the bryng- 
ynge of the same to posse, for your olde bryiiger 
up and lovyng frende. 

“ Thys kyndues exhibite from the kynges hyli- 
lu's shal prolong my lyff for some lytyl whyl, thow 
yt shal not be long, by the ineone wherof hys 
grace shal profytt,,and by ray deth non. What 
ys yt to hys hyhnes to gyve some convenyeiit 
IKnsyons out of Wynchester and Seynt Alboiis, 
hys grace takyng wyth my herty good wyl the 
residew. Remember, good Mr. Secretary, my 
poore degre, and what servys I have (fone, thow 
nowe approchyng to deth, I must begyn the world 
ageyn. 1 besech you, therfor, movyd wythe pitye 
and compassyon soker me in thys my ralamite, 
and to your poirer, wych I knowe ys gret, releve 
me; mid I wyth all myn shal not onely asscrybe 
thys my relef unto yom but alsoe pray to God for 
the increase of your honor, and as my power shall 
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increase, I shal not fayle to reqtjytc your kyiuliumi. 
Wryttyu hastely at Asher, wyth the rude and 
shackyug haude of your dayly bedysniau ood as> 
suryd frende, 

“ T. Car."* E!bob ” 

To this e|)istle there is id> date, but it seems to 
have been answered by Gardner, which answer 
produced the following reply from the fallen hi- 
vourite 

“To the* Ryght Honorable Mr. Secretary in 
hast 

“ My OMvnd goode Must 3 rr Secretary, 

“ Goyng this day out of my pue to hey mass, 
your lettres, datyd yes&myght at London, wer 
delyveryd unto me; by the coutyime' whereof, I 
tlndyrstand that the kyng’s hyhnes, of hys ex- 
cellent gooilnesa and charyte, ys cuntentyd that 1 
shall injoy and have the athnynystration of Yorke 
minster with the gyftes of the promotions spirituel 
and temporal of the same, reservyng onely unto 
hys nobyl grace the gyft of v or vi of the k^st 
promotions. And that hys pleasur ys I shall leve 
Wynchester and Saynt Albons. As I wolde, 
Mr. Secretary, I cannot expresse howe moebe 
I om.bownd ynto the kynge’s royal] majeste 
for thys hys gret and townteotfie liberalitye, re- 

*. AyMoogh. B. M> 4160. 6. 
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fnitjmge the same to be moche more then I 
ahal evyr he abyl to deserve. Howbeyt yf hys 
majeste tonsyderyng the short and lytyl tymes 
that I shal lyve here in tliys world, by the reasons 
of snch hevynes as I have conceyvyd in my hart, 
with the ruinowse (state) of the olde how 8 }r 8 and 
the decay of the saydtlirchbyshopryck at the best 
to the sum of viii c. marcks yerely, by the reason 
of the Act passyd for f3m3r8 of testaments, w*’’ also 
my long payuful servys and poore degre; and 
for the declarations of hys Grace’s excellent cha- 
ryte, yf hys hyhnes is myndyd I shal leve Wyii- 
chester and Saynt Albons, wych I supposyd when 
I maid my subuiyssyon, not offeudyng in my*’' 
truth towards hys royal person, dygnyte, or ma- 
joste royal, I sholdc not, nor had desyrvyd to have 
l3rfe ; and moche the more knowjnig hys Grace’s 
excellent propensyon to pyte and mercye, and re- 
inembryng the franche departyng with of all I 
had in thys world, that I may have some con- 
veynyent pension reservyd unto me, such as the 
kynges hyhnes of his nobyll hart shal thynk 
mete, so consyderyng hym that slial succcde unto 
my lyvyngs, tliat the same may be of lyck vnlew 
yeerly and extent: whereas my truht ys that, and 
my horte so geyfs me, that hys majeste, wold 
make no dyflyadty yf yt may lyck yow friendly 
to propound the same, assnryng yow that I de- 
syre not thys for anye mynde (God ys my judge) 
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that I have to accumulate good, or desyre that 1 
have to the luucke of world, fur, Qod be thanl^d, 
at.thys ower 1 set no more by the rych# of and 
preeminences . of the world, than the dust 
uudyr my fute ; but onely fmr the dedarotion. of 
the fcyng’s favor and hyhe chary te, and to have 
wherwith to do good de(4p» and to lielpe my 
poure servants and kymiys folks. And further* 
mure that yt inaj)r plese the kyug's excKlleut good* 
lies, by your frendly medyation, consyderyng bowe 
slendyrlye I am prpvydyd yn my bowse now, 
sjiecyally that the appoyntraents of Wynchester 
and Saynte Albous shal be takyne to give unto me 
a conve * * * • * for the same, non ad pompom^ sed 
ncccsmriam honestaiem. And yf I may have the 
free gjrft and dispusyng of the beuefyts, yt shal be 
gretly to my i;oinfort. And yet when anye of 
the V or yi pryncypaU shal fortyne to be voyd, the 
kyiige’s grace beyng m)aidyd to have anye .of 
them, hys hyhnesaha) be as sure of the same, as 
though they were resepydL And thus by hys 
iiubyl and mercyful goodnes, delyveryd oute of 
extreme calainyte, and restoryd to a newe free- 
dome, 1 shal, wyth God’s mercy and heliie, so 
ordyr my lyiT, that 1 trust hys majeste shal take 
special cmnfifft therein. Spero quod iioc, quod 
jictfty non videbyhar magnum, Howbeyt, I most 
humUye suhmyt and referre uU my^petytyons in 
***• vUam to hys gracyowse iwdenauce and plea* 
sur, praying yow to declare and sygnyfy the same, 
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supplying myu indysposytion and lacke of wyte, 
waynyd by reason of my extreme sorowe and 
hcvyncsf, that the same may be to the kynges 
assentation, wherein I had lever be ded than to 
offende, in word, thowght, or dede. And as 
towchyng the grantyng of the fee of one c. £. for 
Mr. Norer, duryng hys lyff for hys good servys 
done unto the kyngo’s hyhnes, for the wych t have 
alwa 3 rB lovyd hym for the singular good hert and 
mynde.that 1 knowe he hath always home unto 
me. I am content to make out my graunte upon 
the same, ye ai)d yt wol plese the k 3 mge to in- 
large yt c. £. more, and semblebye because Mr. 
Thesaurer hath the kepyng of the kynge’s game 
iiygh to Fernham, I wold gladly, yf yt may stamle 
wyth the kynge’s pleasiure, graimt imto hym the re- 
versyon qf such revenues of the sayde hmdessitheus 
then wyth the ampliation of the fee aboue that 
wych ys oldely accustoinyd to the sum of xi. £. by 
the ycerc, and also 1 wold gladly gyve to Mr. 
Comptroller, a lycke fee, and to Mr. Russell au- 
othyr for xx £. by the .yeere. Remyttynge this and 
all my suts to the kynge’s hyhnes’ pleesure, mercy, 
pity, and coinpassyon, most .humblye beseechyng 
hys hyhnes so nowe gracyously to order me 
that I may from henceforth servo Ood gayely, 
and wyth repose of mynd^ and pray, as I am 
moat bowndjm, for the conservatymi and increase 
of hys most nobyl and roy«d estate. And thus, 
wyth my dayly prayer I byd yow farewell. From 
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A.s!ier hastljr, wyth the rude hand, and most hoy 
harte of 

“ Yowre assuryd frend and bcdysnffiii. 

“ T. Car.*" Ebor.” 

There is no account of the specific chorgi's 
against Wolsey until the 1st of DecemlM.T, when 
express articles were exhibited against him, the 
pnqwrt of which was to oceuse him of brilKTy, 
extortion, and otlier misdemeanors. Other rhargi*s 
w'ere, the taking goods from religious houses by 
virtue of the legantine power; the forming a 
treaty between France and the pope, without ac- 
quainting the king, and various other n(*ts of diplo- 
macy w'ith Florence and other states, under the 
groat seal, yet without the royal leave ; the joining 
himself with the king in his despatches — “ the 
king and I will that ye do this” — thus \ising him- 
self more like a fellow than a subjetT ; that other 
])e<»j)le’8 servants were first sworn to be true to the 
king, and then to their master, bqt that his ser- 
vants were sworn to himself alone ; the coming, 
whilst nauseously diseased, into the royal pn‘- 
sence ; the illt^al granting of benefices ns legate ; 
that his practice was first to see all ambassadors, 
and all despatclies, to the abuse of the king ami 
council ; the licensing, under the great seal, of the 
exportation of grain, &c. after restraints, but for 
his own lucre; the levying charges on religious 
houses, preventing thtnn from their accustomed 

K K 
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hospitality and alms ; his insolence in council ; his 
delays of justice ; extortion against the' ordinaries 
of dioceses ; false reports to the pojpe, by which 
many good religiotxs houses were put down ; the 
reversing of legal decisions of the courts, by pri- 
vate hearing in his chamber ; illegal proceedings, 
by which almost the whole lands of England were 
brought into Chancery ; suspending the pope’s par- 
dons until large sums were paid to himself ; the 
visiting and robbing, by clerical law, the religious 
houses,: tampering with judges, and ordering the 
deferring of judgments ; procuring places for his 
illegitimate son, Winter, to the amount of £2700 
per annum, of which he took t5 himself £2500, 
leaving to the son only £200 ; to these must t>e 
added his illegal acts under the legantine power, 
and contraiy to solemn promise, his exciting of 
discontent against the nobility, and his assunqition 
of royal state and power, in regard to piu*veyors, 
shojis, &c. &c. 

The 38th article of the impeachment accuses 
him of having two children by the daughter of 
one Lack ; and in the 28th we find specified the 
appointments to his natural son, being in rapid 
succession, a deanery, five prebends, an arch-dea- 
coniy, a chancellorship, a provostship, and two 
'rectories! 

Then came a charge of forcing Sir John Stan- 
ley, by imprisonment, to give up his convent seal 
of lands held from the abbot of- Exeter, to one 
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Leyche of Adlington, who had married Lack’s 
daughter, after she had borne two children to 
liimself, after which, Stanley, in a fit of despair, 
became a monk in Westminster^ Abbey. There 
were other charges of putting the mnlinal’s hat 
under the royal anns in groats coined at the York 
mint ; and of his always writing “ Ego et Rex 
mens” — I and the king — ^in despatches to Rome 
or to other foreign courts; and finally, his ac- 
ciLsers called up<pi the king to remove the Car- 
dinal, for ever, from all place and power. 

In this wish they were fully gratified, as the 
succeeding pages will show; and, for the pre- 
sent, his enemies .were successful in throwing him 
into a very severe fit of iUness whidi, whether at 
first real or political it is now im{M)ssible to asto*- 
tain, increased so much towards Christmas, that 
his probable demise was publicly talked of. This 
came to the king’s eam, in spite of the attempts 
of Wolsey’s enemies to conceal it, and it made a 
great impression upon his majesty, who instantly 
sent his own physician, Pr. Butts, to Esher, 
where he found his new patient apparently very 
ill, and confined to his bed. When Butts returned 
to court, the king asked him, “ Have you seen 
yonder man ?” to which the physician answering 
in the affirmative, his majesty again demanded, 
“ How do you like him ?” — “ Sir,” answered 
Butts, " if you will have him dead, I will warrant 
you he will be dead within these four days, if he 

K K 2 
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receive no comfort from you shortly.” “ Many, 
God forbid!” exclaimed the monarch, “that he 
should die, for I would not lose him for twenty 
thousand pounds. I pray you go to him, and do 
your care to him.” 

To this the doctor bowed submission; but 
added, “Then must your grace send him some 
comfortable message”— 4he king paused a moment, 
and then answered — ^“So I will, and by you: 
therefore make speed to him ag^n, and you shall 
give him this ring from me for a token.” 

lie then pulled off the ring and presented it to 
the physician, who observed that it was a ruby 
with the king’s picture engraven pn it : — the mon- 
arch then added, “ This ring he knoweth well, for 
he gave me the same; and tell him that I am 
not offeuded with him in my heart for any thing ; 
and that shall be known shortly. Therefore bid 
him pluck up his heart, and be of good comfort ; 
and 1 charge you come not from him till you have 
brought him out of the danger of death, if it be 
{K)Hsible.” 

It appears that this conference took place in 
the presence of tlie Lady Anne, to whom the king 
now addressed himself; and said, “Good sweet- 
heart ! as you love me, send the Cardinal a token 
at my request, and in so doing you shall deserve 
our thanks f' Struck with the apparent tendency 
towards recoucUiation on the part of the king, 
the favourite was, for a moment, at a loss how 
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to act; but she prudently acquiesced in the de- 
mand, and immediately took off a golden tablet 
that huiiy at her side, and delivered it to the 
doctor, accompanied by a friendly message to his 
[mtient, or as Cavendish soys, " with very gentle 
and loving u’ords.” 

Dr. Dutts now departed to visit the Cnnlinal ; 
but so anxious was the king, and so warm did 
he feel his returning favour to him, that he in- 
stantly sent three physicians, the Drs. Cnmier, 
(Element, and Wotton, to assist him in whatever 
consultations might be necessary. 

The second visit of Dr. Hutt seems to have 
had very favourable effects ; for no sooner did he 
deliver the courtly tokens, together with the flat- 
tering messages accompanying them, than the 
('ardinal raised himself in his bed, “and received,*' 
.says Cavendish, “ the tokens very joyfully, giving 
him many thanks for his paines and good com- 
fort.” 

Dr. Butt then informed his patient, that he hail 
the royal orders to attend upon him ; and, having 
by this time received intelligence of the coming 
of the other physicians, he infonned him of that 
also, recommending that they should be called in, 
agreeable to the king's desire. 

To all this the Cardinal at once assented ; tite 
more particularly as he placed great confklence, 
greater, indeed, in the skill of Dr. Cromer, than 
of all the others, as he had known his abilities in 
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Paris ; for he himself had brought him into Eng- 
land, after his studies were finished, during which 
time the Cardinal* had in a great measiu*e sup- 
ported him out of his privy-purse. 

Ilia recovery was now rajiid ; f'»r, “ in foure 
ilayes they sette him again upon his feete, and 
hce had gotten him a good stomackc to meate” — 
when the learned <loctora, no doubt surprised at 
their own skill in this sudden cure, took leave and 
departed. 

The CiU’dinnl wished to have paid them a 
handsome fee ; but they all refitsed, assuring him, 
that they had it in positive command from the 
king himself not to recive any reward, as his ma- 
jesty would remunerate them himself agreeable to 
tlieir deserts. 

Wolsey having jiasse*! his w inter at Esher, the 
feast of Candlemas U’as now a{)[)roaehiug. alnmt 
which time the king be<>:an to think of adding to 
the comforts of his old friend : aceonlingly, he 
caused to he sent to him three or four waggons 
loaded with hou ehold n mIs, im lmling both for 
the kitchen and bed-ch imlnn's. and containing 
plate and rich hangings, l,esules ehajiel furniture : 
all which his majesty is staud to ha\e done with- 
out cither the advice or knowledge of the lords 
of the council. Bfmboldened by this unexjwcted 
favoTur, the Cnrtlinal not only sent back to the 
king his “most hiunble and hearty thanks,” b\»t 
he also ventured, privately, to request that he 
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luiplit fhaiijre hi.s rcsiiU'iicc from Eslier to the 
houM* at Kii-iunoud, which he had fitted up at 
Ills own cxjh'iisi', and at great cost, when his nia- 
Jesty ga\‘c it to him in exchange for Ilainptou- 
t’ourt. 

Soon afti .• tills, the Cardinal obtained the king’s 
leave to remove to Hielnnond. for the Iwnefit of 
a ehange ot' air; oat even this favour, though so 
trilling in itself, was opiMisi-d by the Duke of 
Xiirti 'Ic. and by soiii • others, wiiosu avow’etl ol)- 
jeet o.is tn have him removed, or rather btuiislied, 
to York. 

Tile Cardinal, however, succeeded so far in 
o|ni''sition to his ■ 'leinies, as to leave Esher for 
Kichmond, thougli imt ultimately to get over the 
proposed jitmiuy to V’ork. At Kiehinoiid he 
stopjied for a few days at his old rcsidenee, the 
IcMlge in the old or great park; but soon removed 
to the monastery of the Carthusians at Sliene, 
wliere he is de- -rilM'd as visiting the eliurch every 
morning, and spemling his aflermsins in eon- 
ferenee U'it It l hose monks most remarkable for their 
piety and theological koowlege. So intent was he, 
indeed, to adopt, or to apjK'ar to ailopt, a life of 
peniteneo and penance, after a long aireer of am- 
bition. and Xk'ij m; as liis enemies as-serted, that he 
put on a hair .sliirt, and also eonfonned, with the 
utmost strictness, to the severest rules of the Car- 
thusian order, 

'I'he reipiest foir change of air, though granted, 
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was so without being specifically knovm to the lords 
of the council, whose policy it was now to keep 
the Cardinal as far from the king as possible, lest 
the nearness of his abode might induce his ca> 
priciuus majesty to pay him a random visit, and 
perhaps receive him again into favour: but no 
.sooner did his enemies in the council ascertain 
what was going on than they again moved the 
king that the Ordinal sl^ould be directed to pro* 
feed to York ; where, as they alleged, his pre- 
sence might be of good service to the country. 
The representations of the council apiieared so 
reasonable, and it was so proper that an arch- 
bishop should reside within his own province, 
that the king at once adopted their suggestion, 
and gave orders accordingly. 

During all this jwriod, Cromwell was both 
active and attentive in his duty tt)ward8 his 
master ; for though he n*.sided in London for his 
parliamentary duties, yet he contrive*! to visit the 
court daily, and daily to make a rejiort to VVolsey 
of what was going on in regard to him. On one 
of these visits, the Duke of Norfolk directed him 
to octpiaint the Caiidinal that he must go home to 
his lienefiee ; and when he did so, Wolsey’s reply 
w-as — “Well then, Thomas, we will go to 'Win- 
chester which Cromwell promised he would state 
to the duke on his retium to court. Having done 
so,Norfolk exclaimed — ‘^Vhat should he do there? 
Let him go the rich Bisliopric ()| York, where his 



AND HIS TIMES. 


505 


greatest honour and chaige lieth, and so show it 
to him !" 

Wolsey’a enemies in the council now feared 
that he was still anxious to keep near to the king, 
and therefore to chettk his desire of fixing at Win- 
chester, which he held in coininendoiii, they jhw- 
suaded Henry to give him a |K*nsion of 4000 marks 
only out of that bishopric, and to distribute the 
remainder of the annual revemies of the see 
amongst the nobility, and the principal servants 
of the royal household. The king was also fiu*- 
tlier persuaded to seize upon the revenues of the 
Abbey of St. Alban’s, and to divide the same 
amongst the cmutiers, some of whom got to the 
amount of £200 per annum. 

In this downfall of the Cardinal’s property it is 
not to be supposed that the revenues of his two 
colleges should escape ; accordingly it appears that 
the king took the lands belonging to Christ-Church, 
Oxford, and to the College at Ipswich, into his 
own hands ; and as Cromwell had for some time 
po8ses.sed the agency, or “ receit and gouvcit||||tat,’’ 
by Wolsey’s assignment, so the king thou^ it 
proper that he should retain it— -a trust which 
he executed so honestly as to rise much, not 
only in public estimation, but ‘also in the royal 
favom*. 

In all these proceedings it appears that the 
principal agents were anxious to preserve the 
semblance of law, if not of justice ; and on the 7tli 
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of February 1530, we find a decree of Sir Thomas 
More, the new Chancellor, delivering to the king, 
and his heirs for ever, one messuage, two gardens, 
and three acres of land, forming the site of the 
an'liiepiscopal residence, then called York Place : 
and soon after, on the 13th, was passed the king's 
s[H‘cial pai’dou* to the Cardinal, “acaised and 
t'ondeinned of grave contempts, crimes, excesses, 
eiionnities, abusaj, wickednesses the preceding 
dtMniment, of the 21st of November, being only a 
grant of protection, and not of full {tardoii : this 
latter, indeed, not only freeing Wolsey from the 
elfects of the Preinunire, but tlie whole clergy of 
the realm. 

'On the 17th of February some legality of ap- 
]M'arance was given to the stripping of the Car- 
dinal of IVinchester and St. All)an’8, by an in- 
denture t between him and the king, in which lie 
is made to consent to what is therein stated to be 
alretuiy lost to him by his conviction ; mid Henry, 
now fully satiated with the plunder of his quon- 
da|||favourite, seems -to have been anxious to 
sonra his difficulties by sending him many valu- 
able presents, as an earnest of future friendship 
and kindness. 

But this kindness of the king ^^as much 
thwarted by Wolsey’s enemies, who had the little- 
ness to interfere ih regard to the things sent, 

* Rymer, Feed. xiv. 96ff. 

t Rymer, Feed. xiv. 374. 
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mining them to be selecteii of a much inferior 
nature from what the king intended*. Wolsey, 
however, with a cautious policy, avoided any 
thing like complaint; and, when the packages 
were opened, merely observed to his household, 
that he thought the supply might have been tietter 
appointed. “ But, sirs,” continued he, “ he that 
hath nothing is glad of somewhat ; and al- 
though it be not in comparison, nor yet so good 
in value, as wee had before, yet hereof we enjoyc 
more than we did before of all the great abund- 
ance that we had. Let ns then give the king 
our most humble thanks, trusting after this to 
attain ^ more. Therefore let us all rejoice and 
be glad that God and the king have so graciously 
favoured us, to restore us to something to main- 
tain our estate like a noble person.” 

* There was sii apparent munificence in the king's inten- 
tions on this occasion' which makes the afTnir worthy of spe- 
cific notice ; we have therefore to state, that the most im- 
portant part of the donation consisted in a restoration of 
every thing belonging to the See of York, with the ^eption 
. of V’ork Place. To this must be added, money to thnmoiint 
of £ 3000 — 956 !) ounces of plate, valued at — apparel, 

bedding, napery, &c., worth £800 — eighty horses and their 
tfappings, about £150— mules for carriage and saddle to tbe 
ralne of £|Q0-^yng fish, lOiX) in jniptlicr— 800 cod and 
iiaberdine— 8 waye of salt^ worth £ip— kitchen implenicntH 
valued at £80-.^2 oxeo, worth £50 — GO inuttoiis, cstiiiiatud 
at£l2 — tf^-therwith personal apparel for the Cardinat him- 
self, worth £3007wtbe whole being estimated at the sum of 
£0374. 
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Such is often the curious turn of affairs, that 
many of Wolsey’s enemies, who before longed for 
his death, were now as anxious that he should 
live; fur having received from the king either 
annuities or fees for term of life, or grants by pa- 
tent, out of the Cardinal’s lands forfeited under 
tlie premunire, they began to recollect that the 
king's power to grant could not go beyond the 
terms of that premunire, and of course they held 
their grants by a very unceHain tenure. Accortl- 
ingly, after the best legal advice, they felt that 
to make their hold on these lands good and suf- 
ficient there was no other way left for them but 
to prevail upon Wolsey to confirm their^tents. 
For this pur|H}sc they selected Cromwell as their 
fitti'st agent, who actually undertook the task, and 
suci’eeded in it — “ and to bring this about, there 
was no other ineanes but by Master Cromwell, 
who was thought the fittest instrument for this 
purpose, and fur his paiiics therein he was wor- 
thily rewarded ; and his demeanour, his honesty, 
and wisedom was such, that the king took great 
notice of him.” 

When this affair was arranged, and certainly 
one of the secret springs of which, on ^e Car- 
dinal’s part, seems very little to be knmm, the 
lords of tlie council again began to concert mea- 
sures fur his removal to York, and the Duke of 
Norfolk took upon him to be the active man upon 
this occasion, saying to Cromwell — “Master Crom- 
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well, metliinks the Canlinal, thy master, makes no 
haste to go northwards. Tell him, 1 will tear him 
with my teeth : therefore I would advise him to 
prepare away with speed, or else 1 will set him 
forwards.*’ 

Cromwell took an early op]x>rtUQity of repairing 
to Richmond, to acquaint tlie Cardinal with this 
message ; and in the evening of that day a curious 
circumstance happened, which we shall give nearly 
in Cavendish’s own words. He says — “ h!y lonl 
being accustomed to walke in the garden, and I 
being with him standing in on alley, I espied cer- 
taiue images of beasts counterfeited in timlkT, 
which I went nearer to take tlie better view of 
them, among whom 1 there saw stand a dumic 
cow, w^reat I most roused of all those beasts. 
My lord then suddenly came upon me unawares, 
and speaking to me said, What have you spied 
there whereat you look so earnestly? Forsooth, 
quoth 1, if it please your grace, 1 here Whold 
those images w'hich 1 suppose were ordained to 
Ih: set up in the king’s palace ; but amongst them 
all I have most considered this cotre, which seems 
to me the artificer’s master-piece. Yea! marry, 
quoth my lord, upon this cowe hangs a certain 
prophesie, which perha])S you never heard of. 1 
will shol^ you. There is a sayiug — 

ft^Aen the eatne doth ride the luU^ 

Then priest ieioi$re thp scuU ! 
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IVhich saying neither my lord that declared it, 
nor I that heard it, understood the effect, although 
the coinpasse thereof was working, and then like 
to bee brought to passe. This cowe the king gave, 
by reason of the earledome of Ridunond, which 
was his inheritance. This prophesie was after* 
wants expounded in this manner: — ^The dunne 
cowe, because it is the king^s beast, betokens the 
king; and the bull betokens Mistris Anne Bul- 
luigne, who after was queene. Her father gave 
the black bull’s head in his cognisance, and (it) 
was his beast ; so Uiat when the Mug had inarryed 
Queene Anne, it was thought of all men to be fnl* 
hlled ; for what a number of priests, religious and 
secular, lost their heads for offending of those laws 
inado to bring this matter to passe, is not un* 
known to all the world ; therefore it may well be 
judged that this prophesie is fulfilled.” 

We have already mentioned the Cardinal’s re- 
solve, os urged by the Duke of Norfolk, to obey his 
majesty's commands abotit retiring to his arch* 
Inshopric of York ; and it is further to be stated, 
that he wished the king to know tliat-he was only 
)>revented from doing so through want of money. 
He, Uterefore, requested Cromwell' would go to 
court, and desire the king to send him some, for 
the last that he had from him was insuftcient to 
pay Ids debts, and that now to compel him to pay 
all bis debts would be requiriug too much, since 
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all his goods were taken from him. lie l)egged 
him also fijlly t<» explain to the Duke of Norfolk, 
and to the other lonls of the co\incil, that he 
would depart, if he had money to enable him so 
to do. This Cromwell promise*! faithfully to exe- 
nite ; and went to London, and soon after sue- 
mxled so far in his embassy to court, that the 
lords of the council agreed the Canlinal should 
have one thousand marks pension out of the tem- 
poralities of Winchester see, to enable him to pro- 
cec<l on his northern journey; and so anxious was 
the king for his departure, or perhaps from kind- 
ness to his quondam favourite, that he orderwl 
the money to be paid iinmeiliately to Cromwell, 
directing the setTetary to attend him as soon ns 
the money should Iw paid. When Cromwell waite*l 
upon his majesty, Henry said — “ Show yotir lor<l 
that I have sent him ten thousand pounds of my 
benevolence; and tell him he shall not laeke. Hi<l 
him be of goo<l comfort.” For this show of fa- 
vour the secretary returned many thanks, ami iii- 
.‘itaiitly set off for Richmond, where the itioiiey, 
and the king’s favourable expressions, are stated 
to have rejoiced the Cardinal much. 

Great preparations were now made for the 
journey ,|pnd the Cardinal, with something like 
his fonner pomp, set out just before the Passion 
week for York, with a train of one hundreil and 
sixty persons, besides twelve carts loaded with 
goods, which he had sent for from the college of 
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Christ Church, and others for the carriage of ar- 
ticles for daily use *. 

The day of departure being arrived, the Car- 
dinal set off at an early hour, and proceeded as far 
as Ilcndoii, lodging for the night at the house of 
the Abbot of Westminster: and the next day pur- 
suing his journey by the way of Peterborough, 
where he kept the feast of Easter in the most 
solemn manner; going in procession witli the 
monks on Palm Sunday, and bearing his palm 
with all the apparent hiunility of the lowest in 
rank of his companions. 

On Maundy Thursday he also conformed strictly 
to all the injunctions of the church, having fifty- 
nine p(K)r people collected, whose feet he waited 
and kisstHl, after having dried them, giving to 
each twelve-pence, and three ells of good canvas 
for shirts ; to each he also gave a pair of shoes, 

m 

and a cask of red herrings. On Easter day also 
he rose early to assist in the ceremony of the 

* A ciotiiestic nnecdote is related by (-avendish, in regard 

to tills journovj which deserves notice. He says, that pre- 
paratory to hU departure, Wolsey sent to 1/onduii for livery 
coats for tliose servants that sliould accompany him to the 
nortii ; Imt some he refused, such as he thought were not 
likely f o i>e useful, whilst ** some againe, of their own inindo, 
desired his honour to tarie still in the south, being verie lothe 
to forsake their mtife country, their parentes, wives, and 
children, whomc hee righte gladlie and with his good will 
licensed so to do, and rendered uuto them hts thanks for their 
longc tariance with him in his trouble/* 



AND HIS TIMES. 


513 


resurrection ; and on that holy day ** he went in 
procession in his Cardinal’s vestments, and having 
hi.s hat upon liis head, and sung the high masse 
there hinisclfe soleinnlie ; after his masse, he gave 
his benediction to all the hearers, with cleane re- 
mission.” 

During his stay at Peterborough, Wolsey felt a 
wish to psiss some time at the hoti.se of Sir Wil- 
liam FitKwilHnm, aii old friend, about tVmr miles 
distant from Peterborough ; ami to bring it about, 
ordered his gentleman-usher to ride thither, ami 
to jtroeure him a lodging for three or four days, 
on his journey m»rthwards. Cavendish declares, 
that on delivering his mcs.sage. Sir William ap- 
peared the ghuldest man alive, both by his words 
and deeds, that the Cardinal would so lovingly 
take his house in his way ; saying that he should 
Im* the heartiest welcome of any man ali^’e, the 
king his sovereign excepted ; adding that the Car- 
dinal would have no occa.sion to unload any part 
of his furniture for his own use, during his alsHle 
there, but should have “ all necessarie stuffe of his 
owne to occupie, unles.se it were my Ionic’s IkhM 
for his own person. Thus upon rejwrte made to . 
my iorde, at my retume, he rejoyce<l not a little, and 
commanded me,” says Cavendish, ** to give warn- 
ing unto all his officers and servaunts, to prepare 
them to remove from Peterlmrough upon Thurs- 
day next, which was in EasUw week. Then made 
everj’ man all things In such readines as was «‘on- 

I, I, 
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veniiAt, paying in the towne for all ahch things 
as they had taken; for which cause my lorde or- 
dered a proclamation to he made in towne, 
that if any person or persons were grered by anie 
of his servaitnts, they should resort to his officers, 
and there they should be answered and have due 
remedy.” 

This is not only a curious picture of the man- 
ners of that day, in regard to travelling, but also 
of the state of property and of police in those 
“ good old times !" / 

In pursuance of his plan, th^^Cordinal set off on 
the day appointed for Sir William Fitzwilliam’s 
mansion, where he was received with great hos- 
pitality, “ and had. worthie and honourable enter- 
teyiieinent, at the only costs an|^harge8 of the 
saide Mr. Fitswilliaras, «1 the tifiie of my lordes 
lieing there with hyi^. The occasion that Mr. 
Fitswilliams (was) thds frendly- to do was this : 
he was some time a merchant .of London, and 
sheriff thereof, and bare the charges of the same 
in the said city; and after there fell a greate de- 
bate and grudge betwene tlie bcnche of aldermen 
.and the said Sir William, for that he would have 
a new corporation of merdiaunte taylors, contrary 
to the order of the city* 'The which caused him* 
to surrendre up his cloak and gone over the free- 
dom of the dty, agmnste whose malyce my lorde 
bare bim much, and after received him into his 
service, whom he made his treasurer, and after 
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that his highe chamberlin ; and in conclusion, fur 
his wyaedonie, gravities eloquence, and porte, being 
a comely gentleman, my lord made him one of the 
hinge’s counsaile, who so cuntynewed . during all 
his lyfe after. And for the esfieciall goodues he 
alwaies foimde in my lorde, during lus troble witli 
the city, like a faithefull servaunte, he was roadie 
then most joyously to requite him with the sem- 
blable, and graunted to sbewe him any pleasure 
that lay in him to do.” 

Whilst relating his stay here, Cavendish adds, 
^ I cannot choose but dedare unto yon a notable 
communication had at Mr. Fit^william’s house 
between ray lorde and me, which was this. My 
lorde walking in the garden ill; Mr. Fitzwillium’s, 
saieing his even sunge with his chaplaine, and 1 
being there attendant upon Rtro, after he hud 
finished his prayers, he commanded his chaplaine 
that bore up the gowne traine to deliver the same 
to me, and to go aside. And after his chaidiiitie 
was gone, he s])ake to me in this wyse, calling me 
by my name: Ye have bene lately at London, 
quothe he. Forsoothe, my lord, quoth I, not since 
I was tliere to liave the liveries for your seryauntes. 
And what newes was there then ? quoth he ; heard 
ye no communica^n of me? I pray you tell 
me! 

" Then perceivinge that 1 had a good occasion 
to speake my mynde unto him, 1 said, Sir, if it 
please your Grace, it was my chance to be at 

I. r, 2 
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dynner in a certein place, where I also supped, 
and inanie hoiieste and worshipful gentlemen, who 
were, for the most parte of mine old acquaintance, 
and therefore durst the boldlier participate with 
me in communication of your Grace, knowinge 
that I was still your servatmte, and askings of me 
how you did, and how you accepted yomr adversitie 
and trouble, I answered that ye did well, and ac- 
cepted all thinge in good parte : and as it seemed 
to me they were your indiflerent frendes of whom 
they said none evil!, but lamented your decaie and 
downfall verye sore, doubting much the sequele 
imt to Ik* good fur the comonwelthe. Also they 
mervailed iniiche that ye being of so excellent wit, 
and of such discretioB, woulde so siinplie confes.se 
yourselfe guiltye unto the king, as ye did, for (as 
' they luidei'stood by rejmrte of some of the kiiige’s 
coiincell) your case being well considered, ye had 
great wronge, to the which I could make no direct 
answere. 

“ Is this, quoth he, the opinion of wise men ? 

“ Yes, forsoothe, my lord, quoth I, and com- 
i inonly of all men. 

** YV'cll then, quoth he, for all their wisdom, 
they |K‘rceived not «> much as 1 ; for I considered 
that iny enemies had broughte the matter so to 
[lasse against me, that they conveyed and made 
it the king’s matter and case, and caused the king 
to take the matter into his own hands : and,'after 
he bad once the jiossession of all my guodes, being 
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the kinge’s oiilie case, he, rather than lie would 
have delivered me my gotHlea againe, and taken a 
foyle or overthrowe therein at my handee, wiUi- 
oiite a double he would not have mi8te (by the 
settinge fonrtlie and procurement of my evil! 
willers) to have imagiued my undoing and di>strur- 
tion therein, whereof tlie best had been |)erpt‘tual 
imprisonment, or the daunger of my lyfe. 1 had 
rather confesse the matter ^ 1 did,, and to live at 
large like a poor vicare, than to lye in prison with 
all the goodes and honour I then had ; and there- 
fore it was for me the better way to yelde me unto 
the kinge’s mercie and cleinencic than to stand 
stifle againste him in tryall of the wronge whiche 
1 susteyned, wherein the kitige woidd have been 
lothe to have been worsted. And in my submis- 
sion, the kin^, I doubte not, bad a eonseienee, 
wherein he woulde rather pitie me than maligne 
me; and also there was tlie nigh/c crunY *, that 
ever cried in his eare againste me ; and if she 
miglite have perceived any obstinai'ie in me, she 
would not have fayled to have set it fourthe with 
such vehemencie that I shoulde rather have ob*- 
teyued the kinge’s indignation than his iawfnll 
favoure. And his fevoure once loste ( as I then 
knewe that I had done), woulde never have beene 
by me Tecovered. Therefore 1 thoughte it lietter 
to ke^* still his favoure with losse of goodes and 
dignities, than to ra}me bis indignation with all 
* Evidently allndtiig to Anne Ikdeyii. 
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mjr witt, trowth, and pollicie ; and this was the 
cause, whiche all men knowe not, that I yelded 
myselfe so sone giltey to the prentunire, wherein 
the king hath since ronceyved a obnsdence, for he 
knoweth, and alwaies did know, more the effecte 
thereof than any other person fiving. And whe- 
ther I offended him therein or no, I wholie leave 
to his conscience, committinge to him the trowthe 
of my cause." 

Circtunstanced as Wolsey was, and hoping still 
to regain the royal favour, it was the most courtly 
policy thus to yield to the storm until it should 
blow over — ^yet the part he played would have 
been a difficult one for a strictly honest man : but 
this Hjwech, besides acting as his justification, is 
also extremely curious as showing the real state 
of personal security in those “ good old times” so 
nmcti Iwasted of, — times when a man must be 
content to yield up all his property, in order to 
save his bead ! 

Wolsey having proceeded from Sir William 
Fitzwilliam’s mansion to Newark, took up his 
lodgings in the castle, then in a habitable state 
of repair, from whence he set off for Southwell, 
where was an archiepiscopal residence ; but it was 
in such a dilapidated state, that when he arrived 
there at supper-time, he found it necessary to take 
up his lodgings in the prebendary’s house ^jMsite 
to it, where he remained imtil Whitsuntide, when, 
the palace being set in a habitable state, he took 
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up his abode iu it, keeping open house during the 
remainder of the suumter, wliich was resorted to 
“ by the most worshipfull of the country." 

Cavendish also states, that diverse noblemen 
(liavinge occasion to rei>aire into the couutrey there) 
tboughte it goode to visit my lorde as they tnu 
veiled throughe the countrye, of whome they were 
most gladlie enterteyued, and hod riglite g(M)d 
chere, whose noble and gentle behaviour caused 
him to have niuche love in the tHHUitryc of all 
kinds of people. He kept there a noble house, 
where M'as both pleutie of meate and driiike for 
all comniers, and also muche almi^s geven at bis 
gate unto the poorv of the towne and countrye. 
He used muche choritie and cleniencie nnionge Ills 
tuimauutc.s and others of the kingi‘'s subjectes, 
although the hcaringe thereof were not plejisiiunle 
in the cares of suche as bare him no goode wille : 
yet the countrye and comou people will suye as 
they fiiide cause; for nowe he was very muche 
familiar amonge all jieraons who then acciuitoin- 
ablie keiit him compaiiie ; and, glad at aide time 
when he mighte do them.anye good, he made 
mauie agreements and Concordes In'tween gentle- 
man and gentleman, and between some geiitlcinun 
and their wives, and other meane {lersoiis, the 
whiclie had bene louge before asonder and in 
greate troble; makinge for everie of them (as 
occasion did serve) greate assemblies and feastes, 
not sparing his purse where he might make a 
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{)eace and amitie ; n^Jiich gava him much love and 
friendship in the countrye.” 

^ During Wolsey’s stay at SouthweU, an instru- 
ment was brought to him from the king for s^- 
naturu, the nature of which does not appear ; but 
the liurried manner in which it was forced upon 
iiiin, in the middle of the night ,.and jtut roused 
from sleep, forms pretty good evidence of its 
having been such a document as either the king, 
or his enemies, were afraid he would reftise his 
.signature to, mider other circumstances. 

'I'he affair took place upon Corpus Christ! Eve, 
on which occasion the Cardinal had given orders 
to his household to prepare for the singing of 
high mass in the moniing ; and scarcely had the 
household retired to rest, when two gentlemen 
arrh'ed at the gate, and demanded instant admis- 
sion. His gentleman lusher being called, he went 
to the gate to inquire who they were, wlieu they 
ileclared tlienuselves to be Mr. Breretou, one of the 
gentlemen of the king’s privy chamber, and a Mr. 
Wi'otherly, who had come jiost from coiu’t to 
.speak with the Cardinal. On tills being known, 
they were instantly admitted into the porter’s 
lodge, when they desired Cavendish to make ar- 
rangements, without delay, for their interview 
with the Ciudinal ; on which he gave instant iu- 
iormatiou to him of their arrival, of their wish 
for an inunediate interview, and of thegr intention 
to depart without any further delay. 
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In consequence of Ate, Woteey gave direcUons 
for Aeir being admitted into the next chamber, 
where he received them in his night dress, in ma- 
nifestation of hte ready compliance with the royal 
orders; there they did him due reverence, after 
which he shook them heartily by the hand, and 
asked howkshte sovereign lord, the king, did ? 

“ Sir,” said they, " righte well and inerie ; 
thankes be geven to God !” — adding, ** Sir, we 
luuste desire you to tolke with you apart.” 

“ With a righte good will,” replied the Car- 
dinal. 

On this they retired to the recess of a great 
window, when a long conversation took plaas 
after which the messengers jiroduced what Caveii- 
dLsli calls a little mall, n close thing in manner 
of a little cpffre covered with greene velvet, and 
Iwund with barres of silver and gilte, with a locke 
•in the same havinge a gilte key. with the wliichc 
they opened the chest, out of the whiche chaste 
they took an instrumente or writinge conteyninge 
more than a skynne of greate parclimente, havinge 
manic scales hanginge to. the same, whereuuto 
they put more wax for my Ionic’s seal, to the 
whiche my lord sealed and subscribed his name 
with hte owne hande, and delivered the same 
iigainc unto them ; deeiringe them, forasmuch as 
they made haste to departe, to tarie and take a 
bed, for it was verie late, aboutc midnigbte, or 
someAinge paste. They thanked him, and saide 
they migbte in no wise tarie; but .saide they 
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woulde straite waie lyde to the Earle of 8brews> 
burie, and do as muche as they coulde to be there 
before he shoulde be stirringe. And my lorde, 
seeinge their speedie haste, caused them to eate 
suche colde meate as there was readie in the house, 
and to drinke a boll or two of wyne : and that 
done, he gave eche of them fowre olde soVeraignes 
of fine golde, desyringe them to take it in grace, 
sainge that if he had ben of greater habilitie, he 
would have geven them a better rewards ; and su 
takinge their leave they departed.” 

Cavendish, who seems to revel in this kind of 
gossip, relates that after they were gone he beard 
it said they expressed themselves discontented with 
the sums given to them by the Cardinal ; but t|^ 
he observes that they were none of his indi^^ut 
friends, which induced them to accept the offeretl 
rewtuxl so disdainfully; yet if they had known 
how straitened he was for cash at that time, hud 
they been his friends, they woidd have made evei^ 
allowance for him ; “ but nothinge is mure lustc 
or caste away than suche thingea as be geven to 
suche persons." 

8o secret were the messengers upon this occa- 
sion, and such was tlie secresy, whether ordered 
or not does not appear, with which the visit was 
kept, that Cavendish observes there were few or 
none of idl the household, besides.himself and the 
porter, that knew of the affair, " and yet there 
laye in the house manie strangers and worshipful! 
gentlemen of the shire." 
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It Is probable that this transaction may have 
had some reference to a proceeding in London on 
the 14th of July, when a writ was* issued to the 
lord mayor, certain citizens of London and others, 
to inquire into what manors, lands, &c. &c. were 
then {lossessed by Wolsey, or had come into his 
]K)ssessioh since the S8th of August, 

The object of this investigation does not clearly 
appear, nor do we find its restilt recorded: we 
must leave it therefore in tiie' same olwcurity as 
the document whose forced signature has just been 
stated. 

The MS. so often quoted next informs its that 
the Cardinal remained at Southwell, “ uutill aboute 
the latter ende of grnsse time,” when he resolved 
to remove to Scroby, where then sUmhI a mansion 
belonging to the archbishopric : but no sesmer had 
he given orders to prepare for that removal than 
the news spn^ad like wildfire, to the great sorrow 
•f that vicinity; or, as Cavendish desmbes it, 
“ which was not so muclie sorrowe to all his 
neighbours there aboute Southwell, but it was as 
joyfull to all the countrey about Scrobie.” 

On the Sunday before the Cardinal's departun* 
for Scroby, all the knights and other amrshipfi}! 
gentlemen (as they were called in the dialect of 
that age), of that part of' Nottinghamshire, as- 
sembled at Southwell to a parting dinner, and to 
sleep there; so as they might accompany him on 
his joum^' through that part of the then ex- 
ten.sive forest of Sherwofal. But Wolsey Iteing 
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informed that it was their intention to have a 
great stag lodged by the way, for the purpose of 
showing him all the sport they could, felt it prudent 
to avoid such an exhibition, “ not knowinge howe 
the kinge woidd.take it ; being also well assiu^d 
howe his enemies would much rejoyce to under- 
stand that he would take upon him such pre- 
suin]>tion, whereby th(^ mighte finde occasion to 
persuade with the kinge, how sumptuous he was, 
notwithstandinge his adversitie and displeasure, 
and so to bringe the kinge into perfect ill opinion 
of him, and thereby breede small hope of recon- 
ciliation, but rather to informe the kinge that he 
soughte a meane to obtaine the favour of the 
countrey than of him, with diverse suche imagina- 
tions, wherein he might rather obteyne displea- 
sturethan honor;” and being unwilling also to state 
these reasons to the gentlemen assembled, as a 
cause for declining their kind intentions, lest they 
siiould hike it into their heads that to visit him 
was not* to pay court to the monarch, he contrived 
a plan which he meant, when once secretly exe- 
cuted, should pass off for a good joke upon his 
visitors. For this purpose he gave secret direc- 
tions, on the Sunday evening, to his gentleman 
usher, to have six or seven horses, besides his own 
mule, ready for departure by break of day, to- 
gether with a certain number of persons who were 
to accompany him to a neighbouring abbey, where 
he intended to lodge in his way to Scroby ; desiring 
CaveiuUsh also to be ready to ride with him, and 
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to call him so early, that he might hear mass be- 
tiore he should st‘t otf, yet still be on horselmck by 
break of day. 

These directions being strictly complit^d witli, 
the C'ardiiial set ofT in due time up«m his mule, 
with his appointed attendants, fur the ablKy, which 
was about sixteen miles distant, where he arrived 
lus early os six in the morning, going instantly to 
lK‘d, whilst his household and all the gentlemen 
Houthwell were themselves still in their beds, not 
ex|)ecting that he would set off before eight o'clock. 
At tliat hour the juke was partly foiuid utit ; when 
all the party mounted on horseback, setting uif at 
full gallop in hopes of overtaking him ; in which, 
however, they were disappointed, as well ns in 
their proposed chase of the gi*eat stag, which they 
thus left lieliind them in the forest ; but at dinner, 
a.s Cavendish reports, “ the matter w'as laughed 
at, and so meetly jested onto, tliat all the matter 
was well taken.” 

Hunting, indeed, seems in tliat vicinitjl^to have 
lieen the order of the day, for in the afternoon 
Wolsey was waited on by several of the Earl of 
Shrewsbury’s gentlemen and gaine>keepers, with 
their lord’s request that he would indulge himself 
by hunting in Worksop park ; which, as they as- 
sured him, was the nearest and best way for him 
to travel through on his journey, and where he 
would find plenty of game laid in readiness for 
him to hunt : but to this polite message die Car- 
dinal replied, that he thanked Lord Slirewsbury 
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‘‘ for his gcntlenes, and them for their pains,” 
adding that he was “ a man not meete to retaine 
anie suche pleasure ; for such pastime was meete 
for men of honour, that delighted themselves 
therein, for whom he sayde it was more con- 
venient than for him. Neverthelesse he could 
doo no lesse than thinke my Lorde of Shrewsburie 
to be muche his freind, in whom he found suche 
geutlenes and oourteous offer, and rendered also 
to him his most lowlye thankes from the verie 
bottome of his heart ; but in no wise could they 
intreate him io hunt, althoughe the worshipfull 
men in his companie did muche provoke him 
thereto ; yet he would not consent, des}’Ting them 
to be contented, saienge that he came not into the 
countrye to frequent or fullowe onie suche plea- 
siures or pastimes, but rather to attend to a greater 
cure that he had in hande, which was both his 
Htudye and pleasure.” 

With this kind of apology he attempted to pa- 
cify them for the time ; yet when he rode through 
the pa]^, on the ensuing day, not only Lord 
Shrewsbury’s people, but also the gentry who ac- 
coniponied him, urged him again to. the chose, 
especially as tlie deer lay very fair for tlie s])ort ; 
but he was not to be persuaded to break his reso- 
lution : and therefore he rode through the park 
with all possible speed, until be came to its verge, 
when he called, the earl’s keepers, gave them liis 
best thanks to carry to their master, with a pro- 
mise shortly to visit him, also ten {wuiids for 
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themselves, as their “ reward” for conducting him 
through the park; and then pursued his ooimie 
for Rufford AbBey^ where he dined, pushing on 
for the abbey at Blythe, where he slept, and 
reached Scroby on the ensuing day. 

At this archlepiscopal residence, Wolsey re* 
mained until after Michaelmas, evidently ftshing 
fur popularity, in a manner which he had never 
attempted before : for now we hear of his exor- 
cising many deeds of diarity, whilst on every 
Sabbath day, that the weather permitted him, he 
went to some poor parish church in the vicinity, 
where he performed the mass, causing one uf his 
attendant chaplains to preach, and then dining 
humbly at some house in the village, ordering vic- 
tuals and drink to be supplied to the poor, and 
practising all such actions as were most likely to 
gain the affections of the people. 

The winter advancing, it became necessary to 
hasten his journey towards York; therefore, leav- 
ing Scroby for Cawood-Castle; Wolsey stoitped two 
nights and a day at St. Oswald’s Abbey, where 
he cunffrmed the children of the vicinity in the 
church, from eight in the morning until noon; 
and then, so intent was he on this holy work, that 
after a short dinner, he bigan again a little after 
one, until at langth he became so fatigued as to 
find it necessary to call for a chair ; yet he would 
not desist, but proceeded until six in the evening, 
before he could complete the duty, so many appli- 
cants were there for this solemnity. 
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On the ensuing day, 'vrhilst travelling towards 
Cawood, he stopped at every church in his way, 
confirming nearly one hundred children on that 
day alone, even before he reached Ferrybridge ; 
where, on an extensive plmn, about a quarter of a 
mile from the town, there assembled upwards of 
five hundred children, round a great stone cross. 
The Cardinal immediately alighted, and confirmed 
them all before he would leave the place, so that 
he did not arrive at Cawood nntil a late hour. 

Cawood>C88tle, or palace, is about seven miles 
distant from York, 
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aiui hero he resided fur some time, iu all the state 
iK'fittiiig his high dignity, keeping oi>en house, luul 
reeeiviiig the compliments of all the nobility and 
gentry in the neighbourhood. 

Poor as he had described himself to be, he mnv 
found means to repair the castle uih)ii a very ex- 
tensive scale, adding several new buildings to it, 
and keeping upwards of three hundred workmen 
•laily employed u^wn it. 

As it was generally known that Wolsey was 
now out of favour with the king, there seem at 
first to have been some doubts, amongst the prin- 
cipal clergy, how they should behave towards him 
in their coqiorate capacity. At length, all the 
diwtors and preliendaries of the cathedral resolvwl 
to wait upon him as their chief bead, and as the 
patron and father of tlieir spiritual dignities. For 
this purpose they repaired iu a body to CawisMl. 
most joyfully welcoming him into those parts, and 
assuring him that it was no small comfort to them 
to see their bead amongst them, who had lieen so 
long alisent from them ; that they were like unto 
fatherless and comfortless children, for want of his 
presence ; and expressing a hope that they would 
shortly see him amongst them in his own church, 
the cathedral of York. Wolsey assured them that 
to do so was the.most especial cause bis coming, 
that he raj|^t be amongst ^hem as a father and a 
natural brother ; hut they informed him that his 
installation must first take place, for by the ancient 
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laws and customs of that cathedral, even he, who 
Was the head prelate and pastor, could not be per- 
mitted to go above the choir door, until that cere- 
mony was performed. Nay, they further informed 
him, that if he were to die previous to installation, 
he could not be buried above in the choir, but in 
the lower part of the church. Wherefore they 
expressed their strong desire that he should be 
installed forthwith ; at the same time beseeching 
him that he would not break the laudable customs 
of that cathedral, “ to the which,” added they, 

we are obliged hy oath, at our first admittance, 
to observe that and divers others, which in our 
chapter do remain upon record .” — ** These re- 
cords,” replied the Cardinal, “ would^fain see, 
and then you shall know further of mine advise 
and mind in this business.” 

On a day appointed, the great body of the clergy 
wmted upon him with these records, which he 
examined minutely, and then declared his inteii- 
.tiou of going through the ceremony of installation 
upon the next Monday after All Hallows’ I'ide, 
directiillg ftiat due preparation should be made for 
the same ; not, indeed, in such sumptuous manner 
as had been observed by his predecessors, but with 
all due solemnity, and with such modest pomp, as 
might be. not unworthy of that andait clerical 
establishment 

Whilst things wefo in a state of preparation, 
the Cardinal did not fail to pay dne attention to 
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all the membera of the church; and U|wn AU 
Hallows* day, one of the {Hrincipai officers of the 
cathedral, and who had the general regulation of 
the ceremonies at the installatiou, bedng at dinner 
with him at Cawood, the ounversation tamed upon 
the order and ceremony to be observed t when the 
officer stated tii^ the archbisliop, on the day of 
his installation, was to proceed fixun the dtapel of 
St. James, which stood outside of the city gates, 
to the Minster on foot, walking upon doth, which 
was afterwards to be distributed to the poor. To 
this Wolsey answered) that althoii{^ his prede* 
cessors had walked upon cloth, yet he intended to 
go on foot, without any such pomp or glory, and 
“ in tite vampes of our hosen." He accordingly 
gave orders to all his servants to attend the certs 
inoiiy 08 humbly dre^ed as uu|^t be, and without 
any sumptuous apparel ; and he then gave due 
information, that on the ensuing Sunday he would 
proceed to York, to be there installed, making but 
one great dinner for all the churchmen at the 
close, and dining the next day vritb the mayor, 
after which he would return to his rempan: at 
Cawood. 

This detmnination was no sooner generally 
known, than the gentry, abbots, and priors, in the 
vicinity, sent in great store of aU provisions; 
whilst the comnum peofdo, witii whom the Car- 
dinal was now a great favourite, looked fbeward 
with eager mi^iectation. 


.u M 3 
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Amongst the various incidents that took place 
during Wolsey’s short abode at Cawood, there was 
one that deserves particular notice, as marking 
the unsettled state of society,' in those good old 
times.” He had not been long there, when he be- 
came acquainted that there was a very serious 
dispute lietweeu Sir Richard Tempest, Knt. and 
a Mr. Brian Hastings, then ranking only as an 
esquire, between whom it was supposed that a duel, 
or even murder, must ‘ensue, unless some means 
could be found of bringing them to an accommo- 
dation ; an affair in which the gentry of the county 
felt themselves much interested. 

I'he Cardinai instantly took the matter up, 
writing to them both on the subject; and at 
length so far succeeded, that each agra‘d to attend 
at Cawood on a cerbiin day, and there to hear 
and fulfil his award, after a due investigsition. In 
consetpicnce of this a day of meeting wtus ap- 
jMiiuted, on wliich they both attendid, but eatii 
with a great number of friends and followers. 
Wolsey had received infonuatiou that this would 
be the igipe, and, therefore, he had taken the pre- 
cautionof requesting, and indeed requiring, a large 
party of the gentry to come to Cawood on that 
day, to assist not only in bringing these two dis- 
putants to terms of friendship, but also in pre- 
serving the peace, which otherwise might be in- 
fringed upon by the ** deadly fend.” 

To guard even more cautiously against a breach 
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of tlie peace, the Cardinal gave strict orders that 
no more of the suite of each gentleman thou 8i.x 
uieiiial servants should enter the castle, all the 
rest remainiag in the town, or whert'ver they 
might choose to repair ; and he himself, so anxious 
was he on the subject, went ou^ide the gate8> 
wiien* he assembled the portizans of both .suit's, 
most strictly charging them to jireserve the pub- 
lic tranquillity, upon their perils, and to avoid all 
bragging or quarrelling witli each other; after 
u hicli he ordered both beer and wine to Ix' sent 
to their quarters in the town, and then returned 
into the castle. 

'J'he time w<is now about nine inthcmomiug; and 
its it was bis intention to have both the disputants 
to (line uith him, at his own tabh', he thought it 
would Ik* best, if ]K)ssible, to have the matter 
settled amicHbly before dinner. Accordingly he 
sent for them into the chapel ; and there, in pre- 
sence of the gentry whom he had jtreviously in- 
A’ited, he comineiiced an examination into their 
causes of quarrel, at the same time pointing out 
to them the dangers that might {MMsill^ ensue 
from wilfulness and olsitiuacy, and giving ** good 
and wholesome exhortations.” 

Notwithstanding this sage and friendly advice, 
l>oth Tenqiest and Hastings brought forward 
many things in very strong language in their de- 
feiuv ; and sometimes used very harsh language 
towards each other, which it requiriul all the skill 
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of "the Cardinal and Ida frieti& to qnaUfy; but 
they did not give up tl^ Vroric of peace^naking in 
deapair, the Cardinal, in particular, urging very 
strong arguments, even until four o’dodc in the 
afternoon, " when my lorde brought th«n to a 
hnall Concorde and peace, conduding a eertaine 
(Icterminde ende betwene them, and so made them 
frendes : and, as it seemed, they were bothe con- 
tented therewith, and very joyous of the same. 
And then my lorde caused than, after they had 
shaken hands together, to go amie in arme to 
dyner; the sight whereof pleased mudi the Ix*- 
holders, and so went to dyner, olthoughe^” observes 
Cavendish with something like simplicity, ‘Mt 
vrere to late to d)rne.'’ We may j^^sume that the 
party who had waited so long for a meal, which 
they were in the habit of eating at noon, were nut 
exactly of the same opinion with the gentleman 
usher, as to the fitness of the time; accordingly 
they all sat down at the Cardinal’s table, wheu in 
the course of the repast die recondled disputants 
drank to each other with every appearance of 
friendship and good will 

Diuner over, Wolsey persuaded them to send 
home their followers, then distributed in the town, 
and to retain no more than their customary riding 
attendants ; he also kept than at his residoice all 
night, akmg with his own invited friends, and en- 
tertained them with sudi jollity and good will, 
that they became his fost friends; which they 
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masifested afterwards at the preparaUoaa for his 
installation into the aiebiepiscopal diair. , 

It may be remarked as a airious ftict. that 
Wolsey, now on the j^nt of being installed in 
York, had never been at that dty, even in his 
northern progresses. Indeed it was a prophecy 
of Mother Shipton, esteemed as a witch in those 
days, that he should sec York, but never come at 
it. Nor does he seem to have been anxious to 
visit it, preferring bis own residence at Cawood, 
where he is said to liave received sovcral {lersua- 
hions and threateniugs to moke him conclude the 
aflfair of the divorce, without regard to tlie orders 
from Rome. Ou this point, however, be was in« 
flexible ; and it is stated by one historian, that 
not till then did the king determine upon his 
ruin : w’hilst another says, that “ the king all tliis 
year dissembled tiie matter to see what he would 
do at length, till that he saw bis proud heart so 
higlily exalted, that he would be so trimnphaiitly 
, installed without making the king privy — ^yea, 
|md in manner of disdayne of the king, thought it 
not mete any longer to suffer him to continue.” 

How far this is correct, it is now difRcult to 
judge ; but we may observe that Wolsey appears 
not to have been exactly aware of the extent 
of malice at work* against him : tor it is a fact 
that whilst thus endeavouring to gain popularity 
at York, he vns declining rapidly in favour at 
court; where bis enemies, still fearful that his 
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(^parent moderation might tend much to revive 
the king’s caxthdenee towards him, were again 
busily engaged in plots to ensure his ruin. In 
this they at length succeeded so far as to ex« 
cite the strongest irritation against him in the 
king’s breast, who now yielded to tlteir su^^tions 
that the Cardinal should be tried for liigh treason ; 
but they were not so well pleased with the royal 
determination that he should return to London, 
and stand to tiie trial m bis own person ; for tliey 
still feared his influence with Henry, should the 
old friends again meet. 

To this, however, they dared not make any 
open objection, and accordingly it was arranged 
tliat Sir Walter Welch, a gentleman of the king’s 
privy chamber, together with the Earl of North- 
umberland, should fonn the commission for his 
ai’rest. The Earl of Nortlimnbcrland was tlien 
ri*hidiug at bis castle in the north, and Sir Walter 
set oiT on All Hallows, Ist of November, the day 
on w'hicb, os we have already mentioned, the Car- 
dinal bad a party of the York clergy to dine witl^ 
him at the Castle of Cawood. On that day hk 
chaplains sat at his own board end, and in the 
coiu&e of the dinner, the great archiepiscopal 
cross, which stood by, fell down, and broke 
Dr. (afterwards Bishop) Bonner’s head, causing 
the blood to flow plentifully. The Coxdiiud ob- 
serving the fall of the cross, and the state of 
mnazemeut into which it Imd struck those who 
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weK present, inquired the cause of their a]^ 
parent extraordinary alarm, wheh his gentleman 
usher entered upon a detail of the aflTairs. Wolsey 
then asked if Mooid iuid been drawn, and being 
answered in the affirmative, he turned his head 
aside, repeating in an under tone (malum omen), 

“ a bad omen.” 

Indeed it seems to have affected him much, ac« 
lording to the superstitions of those times; for 
lie suddenly repeated tlie after grace, and rising 
from table, retired to his bed>chamber. Nor had 
it less effect upon tlie rest of the company, who 
all considered it as ominous of misfortune, though 
tliey knew not how ; but Wolsey afterwards gave 
his interpretation to Cavendish that the orchi- 
episcopul cross was a type of himself, and that its 
lieiiig tlirown down by Dr. Austen, his physician, 
was emblematic of that person Iietraying his con> 
iidence, a.s he really did, to the Cardiimrs ene- 
mies; whilst its falling on Bonner’s head orasc 
from that priest holding at tlie time the office of 
master of the faculties, and of the spiritual jturis- 
diction in his archbisliopric ; os for the blood, he 
considered as a sign of sjieedy death, probably 
alluding in his own mind to a scaffold oh Tower- 
bill, rather than to a quiet demise in his bed. 

Sir Walter Welch, in the mean time, pro- 
ceeded to Urn castle of the Karl of Northumber- 
land, who readily undertook- his share of the com- 
inissioii, ordered: a numijer of the gentlemen of 
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his housdiold to attend him on a journey, and di- 
rected that a long list of the gentry of the vicinity 
should be •summoned also in the king’s name to 
accompany him on a special but secret expedition. 
Such haste was made in this business that, on the 
Friday previous to the proposed iastallation in 
V'ork minster, which was to have taken place on 
the Monday, the commissioners arrived at Ca- 
wood, whilst the Cardinal in his private ajmrt- 
ment, and the household in the hall were at din- 
ner ; to the surprise of all, and evidently, as it ap- 
peared sdterwards, to the great discomfort of 
VVolsey himself. 

TJ|ie earl no sooner entered the hall than, as 
Cavendish states, “he set it in order,” and then 
directing the porter to deliver the keys, in the 
king’s name, to one of his servants, the imrter 
stoutly refuse«l, saying that the keys were given 
ill charge to him by hi.s own lord and master, the 
('ardiiuU, Iwth uixm oath, and by verbal orders, 
and therefore he would yield them up to no other 
{lersou. 

Some of the Cai dinal’s gentlemen, who were 
standing by, now stepped up in order to preserve 
tranquillity, if possible, and observed to the earl 
that the porter showed himself to be a good fellow 
and a faithful servant, speaking like an honest 
man ; “ therefore,” said they, “ give him your 
cliarge, and lot him keep the keys still.” The 
earl was so satisfied with the remonstrance, that 
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he said to the porter— “ Thou shalt well and 
truly keep the keys to the use of our sovereign 
lord the king;, and you shall let none pass in nor 
out of the gates but such as from time to time 
you shall be commanded l^y us, being the king's 
roimnissioners, during our stay here.” This was 
considered as an oath, fur the keys having, in tlie 
interim, lieen taken from the porter by force, they 
were noAV redelivered t«» him by Sir Walter 
Welch, the other commissioner. 

Hitherto, Wolsey was ignorant of the nature 
of these violent prweedings, as none were allowed 
to leave the hail ; and those sent down by him, to 
make inquiry, u'ere prevented from rcturj^ing. 
At length one of the household contrived to evade 
the vigilance of the commissioners’ men, and to 
infonn the Cardinal of what had taken place 
below; but Wolsey, at first apparently lost in 
nstonislmicnt, refused to believe it, until it was 
confinned by another person. He then resumed 
his wonUsl placidity of outward demeanour, and 
merely observc<l — “ Then I am sorry we have 
dined, for I fear our officers have not provided 
fish enough (l)eing a meagre day) for the enter- 
tainment of him, with some honourable cheer 
fitting his high estate and dignity.” Hu then 
rose from table, and, as if to show how little he 
was affected by the unexpected circumstance, di- 
rected that the cloth should remain as it was, 
in order to show Lord Northumberland how far 
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they had proceeded with their dinner. This 
done, he walked towards the stmrcase, on which 
lie was metliy the earl*, to whom he said, “ You 
are heartily welcome, my lord after which they 
embraced. Wolsey ngxt observed, “ If you had 
loved me, you would have sent me w'ord of your 
coming, that I might have entertained you witli 
honour. Notwithstanding, you shall have such 
clieer as I can make you for the present, with a 
right good will ; trusting you will accept thereof 
in good pswl, hoping hereafter to see you ofteuer, 
when I shall be more able to entertain you.” 

That Wolsey was sincere in these compliments, 
aiidjj,without any alarm on the subject of this 
ex|M'cte<l and evidently hostile visit, can scarwiy 
lie supposed ; he carried it off well, however, ami 
with decent fortitude, for he tmik laird Nortb- 
unilH'rland by the hand and led him to his cham- 
ber, followed by all the earl’s servants, ^vho were 
stopiaxl at the dtKir by the gentleni;in usher, so 
that the Cardinal and the coniinissioners were 
left alone, with the e.\i*eption of Cavendish, who 
reiHirts the conversation that, ttiok place btdween 
them. 

The bow or bay windows of the apartments of 
that day seem to have been the general retiring 
place for confideutial conversation; and at one 
of these they stationed themselves, but not out of 

* Tbiti u'tw ho who, when I.jOrd Percy, bad Itecn prevented 
from marrying tiie i,ady Anne Bokyii. 
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lieariii" <if the geutleinaii iisher. Cavendisli as- 
serts tliat XorthunilK'rlaiid trembled, bwt at length 
said, r arrest y»ni of high treason !” At this 
chiirge the Cardinal “ w.-is well nigh astonishwl,” 
and he paiiswl for some time Is'fore he ventured 
on an answer. At length he (hnnanded “ what 
authority have you to arrest me?” To whieh 
Northumlx'rland rcjdied, “ I have a etniimission 
so to d(j." — Show it me,” said Wolsey. “ that I 
juay see the eontents theri'of." — “ Nay, sir, that 
you may not !” was the reply. I’hen,” rejtiined 
the Caniinal, “ hold y»»n eoutentetl, for I will not 
olxy yonr arrest : for there hath Ixfii, lK*tweeu 
your ancestors and my pre<K*t‘essors, great conten- 
tions and debate ; and therefore unless 1 see your 
antliority I will not olx-y you!" 

• Whilst this matter was in debate between the 
f'ardinal and earl, AV'elch, the other eommissioner, 
was engaged in arresting Dr. Atisten, which he 
did at the door of the Carilinars ciiamher, saying 
to him, “ (lo in, thou traitor, or 1 shall make 
thee !" Alarmed at this hubbub, Cavendish o|>«‘i)ed 
the d»K»r, when Welch thrust in the doctor, with 
considerable violence, himself following with Jis 
little ceremony. No sooner hml Welch entered 
the Cardinal’s chaml>er than he plucked off his 
hood, which was of the same stuff as his cloak, 
and worn as a disguise ; he then knelt down hi 
the Cardinal, who said to him calmly, “ Come 
hither, gentleman; rise, and let me speak with 
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you.*' Wekh having risen from his knees, Wolsey 
continued—" My lord of Northumberland hath ar> 
rested me, but by what authority I know not. If 
you be privy thereunto, or joined with him therein, 
I pray you show me !” But Welch replied — In- 
deed, my lord, if it please your grace, I pray have 
me excused ; for there are annexed to our com- 
mission certain instructions, as you may not see, 
nor he privy to.” 

Wolsey now asked, “ Why be your instructions 
such as I may not see,-'' nor be privy to ?” — ^then 
pausing a moment, he add ^ — ** Yet peradventure 
if I be privy unto them, I may help you the better 
to perform them ; for it is not unknoum to you 
that I have been of counsel in a.s weighty matters 
as these are ; and I doubt not but I shall do well 
enough, for my part — ^i)rove myself a true man - 
iigainst the expectation of my cruel enemies. I 
see the mutter whereupon it groweth ! well! there 
is no more to do, I trowe. You are of the privy- 
chamber ; your name is Master Welch ; I am con- 
tented to yield to you, but not to the earl uathout 
I see his commission ; and also you are a sufficient 
commissioner in tliis bdialf, being one of the 
privy-chamber. Therefore put your commission 
in execution ! Spare me not I I will obey you 
and tlie king, for I fear not the cruelty of mine 
enemies, no more than I do the truth of my al- 
li^^ce *, wherein, I take God to witness, 1 never 
offended his majesty in wmtl or deed ; and therein 
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I dare stand face to face with any, having a difier* 
eiice without partiality.” 

The Cardinal now bowed to the coimniswion, 
when the earl walked up to Cavendish, and or- 
dered him to quit the apartmeut ; but the faithful 
gentleman-usher, being luiwilling to leave his lord 
alone, and in the hands of his enemies, held liia 
station, and did not move. The earl then repeated 
to him the order to depart, adding that there was 
no remedy, he must ol)ey. Cavendish, however, 
still lingered, and looked towards the Cardinal, as 
if asking lum whether he should obey the order 
or not ; but receiving no encoimigement from his 
master’s looks, he retired to another a])artment, 
where many of the gentlemen and household were 
assembled to hear news, and to whom he re|)eated 
what had pa.ssetl, evidently to their great sorrew. 

In the mean time, the Earl of Northumlierland 
called into the cluimber, where the Cardinal was, 
several of his own servants, and of bis gentlemen, 
to five of whom he gave the Cardinal in custody, 
he and \V’elch first taking possession of their pri- 
soner’s keys. This being done, the comniis.sioners 
walked through the castle, and saw all things put 
in order, intending to depart for London on the 
ensuing day, to make a report of what they had 
done. 

As for Dr. Austen, they determined to send 
him up to town with all possible speed ; and, ac- 
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cordingly, directing him to be bound to his horee 
like a traitor, they gave him in charge to a suf- 
ficient guard, with orders to lose no time on their 
journey. I’inie had passed on rapidly, and it was 
near night before Austen was sent off, after whicli 
the commissioners gave permission for two of the 
(Jardinnl’s grooms to attend him in his chaml)er, 
where he lay all night ; but a number of North- 
umberland’s men watched in the chninW also: 
the castle hiul guards likewise placed in all direc- 
tions where an escape might be made, and the 
gates were so strictly kept, that not an individual 
couUl pass them before the ne.xt morning. 

Early on the following day, Northumberland 
sent for Cavendish, and commanded him to attend 
upon the Canlinal ; but just as he was leaving 
fhe earl’s presence, he met the other commis- 
sioner, who called him on one side, and told him 
that the king bore towards him (Cavendish) most 
special favour, for the love and diligent service 
that ho had invariably shown towards his lonl ; 
and he then informed him that it wits his ma- 
jesty’s plea.sure that he should be placed as the 
chief of tho.se who were to attend tipon the Cai*- 
dinal ; an office which wa.s bestowed upon him, on 
account of the great confidence and trust which 
the king reiK)8ed on his fidelity. Welch then pre- 
sented him with a copy of the articles, by which 
he was to be bound, which Cavendish read, and 
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now replied, that he waa mitent to obey hia iiin- 
jeaty's pleaaiire, and was ready to t^ke the oath 
necessary for the office. 

The oath was niext administered by Welch : 
afW which Cavendish repaired to the Cunlinal's 
chamber, whom he deecribes as sitting in a ehaire, 
his table being spread, ready for him to go to din* 
tier but, as soon as he perceived his usher, >* he 
fell into suche a wofiill lamentation, with snche 
rueful termca and waterie eyes, that It would have 
mused a fliute hearte to mome with him/ And 
as I could, I with others comforted him ; hut it 
would not be.” 

At last Wolsey said — ^ Now I lament, that I 
see this gentleman,” alluding to Cavendish, *• how 
faithful, how diligent, and paiuefiiU, he iiatli served 
me ; abandoning his own country, wife, and chil- 
dren, his house and family, his rest and quietness, 
only to serve me; and now have nothing to re* 
wanl him for his high merits : and also the sight 
of him causetfa me to call to my remembrance the 
imraber of faithful servants diat I have here wiUi 
me, whom i did intend to prefer imd advance to 
the best of my power froth time to time, as oc* 
casion should serve. But now, alas! I am pre* 
vented, and have nodiing now to reward them. 
All is deprived me ; and I am left here their mi* 
serable, wretdhed nuMter.” 

Tlien addresatng himself more particularly to 
bis iLsber, and calling him by name, he added, 

X X 
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“ Howbeit, I am a true man ; and yon shall never 
have shame of me for your service.” 

** Sir,” replied Cavendish, " I do nothing mis- 
trust your truth ; and for the sme I will depose, 
both before the king and his honourable council ; 
wherefore, sir,” (then kneeling upon his knee), 

comfort yourself, and be of good cheer ; the ma- 
lice of your ungodly enemies can ne shall not 
prevail, I doubt not : but coming to your answer, 
my heart is such, that ye shall clearly acquit your- 
self as to your commendation and truth, as that 
I trust it shall he much to your great honour, and 
restitution to your fpimer estate.” 

“ Yea,” rejoined the Cardinal, " if I may come 
to the answer, I fear no man alive ; for he liveth 
not that shall look on this face,” (pointing to his 
own), ** that shall be able to accuse me of any un- 
truth, and that do my demies know well ; which 
urill be an occasion, that they will nut suffer me 
to have indifferent *♦**, but kek some sinister 
means to deiqiatch me.” 

To this Cavendish answered-—" Sir, ye need not 
therein to doubt the king, being so much your 
good lord, as he lu^th alwa 3 rs showed himself to be 
in all your troubles.”—" With that,” as the usher 
descrihes it, " up came my lorde’s meat, and so we 
loste our former communication ; and 1 gave my 
lorde water, and set him downe to dymr, who did 
eate verie little meate, but very .manie times sud- 
denly he would burste out in teares, with the mort 
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sorrowftil wordes, that have been heard of any 
woful creature. . And at the luste he fetched a 
great sig^e, and said this text of Scripture in this 
wise — O ! Constantia ! martymm landabilis ! O ! 
Chaiitas inextiuguibilis ! O! Patientiainvincibilis! 
quae licet inter pressuras persequentium visa sit 
despicabilis, invenietur in landem. et gloriam, et 
honorem in tempore tribulationis>-.aud thus passed 
he forthe his dyner in greate lamentation and 
heavines, who was fedd more with weeping teares 
than with any delicate meates, that were there be- 
fore him. 1 suppose there was not a drye eye 
ainonge all the gentlemen that were there attend- 
ing n])on him.” 

The commissioners who arrested the Cardinal 
seem, upon this occasion, to have treated him very 
cavalierly, keeping him in entire ^orance of their 
intentions with regard to his future motions f so' 
that although, as soon as his table was taken 
away, he had every reason to believe that he 
would have to set out on his journey, until night 
at la.st came on, yet it was not until then that he 
was informed that his departure must be ]X)8t- 
p<Hied until the morning, wfaienb** by God's grace,” 
as the messenger express!^ himsdf, he should cer- 
tainly depart. ** Amen !” replied the Cardinal, 
with ai^parent resignation, " when my Lofde of 
Northumberiand t&afi be pleased ” 

The MS., so often quoted here, states, that upon 
this answer it was eonchided that he should re- 

N N 2 
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main during that night ; and the next day being 
Sunday, he rose at an early hour, and prepared 
for the journey : but first he went to mass, aud 
that was not over until dinner-time ; after which 
repast. Lord Northumberland directed how all 
things should be arranged. But night had nearly 
arrived before all this was settled, when he was 
informed who and how many were appointed to 
wait upon him, amongst whom were four of his 
own servants, in addition to his gentleman usher. 
These, of his own attendants, were a chaplain, 
two grooms, aud his barber. 

On going down out of tlie great chamber, there 
being no attendants in readiness in the ante-room, 
or on the staircase, the Cardinal asked where were 
all his servants? wlien he was given to under- 
stwd that the commissioners had locked tlteih all 
up in the chapel, under the pretence that they 
might not interrupt him in passing at his' do- 
jHtrture ! But Wolsey at once refused to go down 
until he should see his servants. He was then 
told that he should not be permitted to see them — 
“ Wiy so ?” replied he, “ I will not out of this 
hou.<ic, but I wiU my servants, and take my 
leave of them before I go any further.” The ser- 
vants also being informed that their master was 
departing, whilst they were locked up in the 
chapel, in order to prevent their seeing him, and 
manifesting their , respect towards him, Ix^n to 
lament, and to “ grudge, and to make such a rewe- 
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ftill noy'se,” tlmt Northuraborlaiul, and his coad- 
jutor AVelch, began to fear some tunniltuoiis pro- 
ceedings. They were therefore released, and suf- 
fered to present themselves before the Cardinal in 
the great chmnber, where they knelt down lK*fore 
him, nil in tears, and bitterly lamenting his fall 
and misfortunes. 

At first, Wolsey apiwared to suiTer much during 
this .scene ; but after some {muse, he gave to them . 
“ comfortable worde.s, and woorthye {iraises, ftir 
their diligence, honestie, and trewthe, showed to 
him heretofore; assuring them that what chaunce 
s(K'ver shoulde hnp{KMi him, he was a verie trewe 
and faithefull man to his soveraignc lorde: and 
thus, with a lamentable manner, shaked everie of 
them by the hande.” 

But night now a{)proached .so ra|)idly, that 
longer delay was iuex])edient ; and, accordingly, 
he was forced to {wocecd to tlie inner coturt, where 
the horses were prepared for himself and attend- 
ants ; there they mounted, and proceeding towards 
the gate, ready to ride out, the {wrter had no sooner 
ojK'iied the .same, thtin they .saw on the outside a 
great number of gentlemen and-their servants, such 
n.s the Plarl of Northumberland had ap{)ointed to 
that service, m order to attend and conduct the 
pri.soner as far as Pontefract that night. But 
these were not the sole attendants at the gate, 
there being upAvards of three tboasand {)eople of 
Cawood and its vicinity there assembled, all of 



550 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

whom, as soon as the gate was opened so aft they 
could see the Cardinal, rent the air with loud eja> 
culations of God save your grace ! God save 
your grace ! The foul evil take than tibat have 
taken you from us ! We pray God that Vengeance 
may light upon them.” 

With such vociferations the poor people fol> 
lowed the cavalead# throughout the town of Ca* 
wood, where the Cardind had already succeeded 
in gaining the love both of rich and poor. 

It may here be worth noticing, that although 
the tenor of Wolsey’s conduct during his Yurk< 
shire journey evinced a strong desire of gaining 
popularity, and in a style and manner very dif*- 
ferent from his former haughty and supercilteus 
bearing, yet throughout the whole account of Ids 
proceedings, os given by Cavendish, we fiud no 
mention made of any sinister attempts on the pari 
of the Cardinal to contravene the king’s conduct 
towards him; but a heavy charge is brought 
against him by Hall, who says, that being in his 
diocese, grudgpng at his fall, and not remembering 
the king’s kindness shown to him, he wrote to the 
court of Rome, and to divers other princes, letters 
in reproadi of the king; and as much as in him 
lay, he stirred them*to revenge his cause against 
his sovereign and his realm. These repcesenta. 
tiuns are said to have had such an effect at Uie 
court of Rome, that some v«y Opi»robrious words 
were spoken there against Henry, and addressed 
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by those in power to Dr. Edward Keene, then 
the king’s orator at that court ; and he was fur- 
ther assuml, that for the Cardinafs sake, the king 
should have the worse speed in the adair of the 
divorce. 

All this, if true, could not fail to irritate an ir- 
ritable inonan'h ; especially when be was told that 
Wolsey was now speaking ftAr to the people, to 
win their hearts ; .always declaring that he was 
unjustly treated, and upon folsi> grounds. 

That these ebatges may have been true, cannot 
well be denied ; but public report must have gone 
beyond the truth, when it was said, that his pn>- 
posed inthronization at York was to gain more 
reputation amongst the people, and that he bad 
caused a throne to be erected in the cathedral, of 
such an height and fashion as was never seen : 
for the ceremony itself was notliing more than a 
fulhlinent of ecclesiastical forms, and one which 
was strictly essential, either by proxy or in person, 
for the proper discharge of orchiepiscopal duties. 
Hod Wolsey remained at court. Ids inthronization 
by proxy, according to the forms of the church of 
Rome, would have been sufficient to legalise his 
exercise of the functions attached to his high sta- 
tion ; but to exercise these in person on the simt, 
without the ^vious fiiUUment of all personal 
ceremonies, would have been contrary to the rules 
of the chiqiter. If then any charge ran tie made 
out against the Cardinal upon this score, it must 
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l)e a charge of imprudence rather than of ambi- 
tion ; for he must have known that such a cere- 
mony, though it might have passed as matter of 
course under other circumstances, would now be 
seized upon as a subject for misrepresentation by 
his enemies, whilst delay could have no possible 
iucouvenieuce. 

The cavalcade, Having Cawtxid, proceeded but 
hlou ly ; partly owing to the condition of the roads 
nt that M‘asoii of the year, and ]>artly on account 
of VVolsey 8 infirm state of hcaltli ; and they Inul 
ridden some mill's, when the Cm’dinnl called Ca^ 
vendish to approiu'li, asking him if he had ac- 
qiiaintiuuv witii any of the gentlemen that rode 
with them ; to which the usher answered in the 
ulHrmative. at the Mime time inquiring wliat might 
Ih‘ his pleasure ? 

•• Marie," replieil the Cardinal, “ I have left a 
thing ladiind me that I would fain have; the 
which I would most gladly send for.” 

If I knew," replied the obsofiuious attendant, 
“ what it were, I should send one incontinent back 
again for it.” 

*• Then," said VVolsey, “ let the mes-senger go to 
my Lord of JKorthumberland, and desire him to 
send me the red buckram liog, lying in mine 
almonry, in my* I'faamber, sealed with my seal." 

On this Cavendish immediately apfdied to Sir 
Roger Lascelles, Knt, and steward to the Earl of 
Northumberland, desiring him to let some one of 
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liis servants return t«> that nobleman for the pur- 
jiose mpiinHl. This was instantly tH>mpHe<l witli, 
the knif'ht <lespatehing one of his most tntaty ser- 
vants hntk in all haste to (WcmmI, “ who did so 
hoiu'stlie his inessa^*, that he brought the same 
imto my lorde sh<irtHe after he was in his chamber 
at the ahljey of Pomfret, where he laid all uyghte. 
fn whiche l>agge was no olh4^ thing inclosed but 
thret' shirtes of heart* (hair?) which he delivert*d 
unto his ehapfieline and ghostlie father stHTetly.” 

During the ride to Pomfret»n tlistance of twenty- 
two miles, Wolsey .xwnis to have felt considerable 
tineasiness as to the ulterior measures t>f the ctan- 
inissioiiers, and his own destination, for he jmt 
many questitms to (’avendish. and was, in fact, 
even ignorant of where he wh.s to stt>p that night ; 
a .'>ul>ject on which he iiitpiiretl if the usher hud 
rweivetl any information. 

•* Marie, sir.” replied his attendant, “ Imt to 
Pomfa't.” 

“ Alas exclaimed the (’anlinal, “ shall I g«) to 
the ('nstle, and lie there, and die like a iK'ast ?” 

‘* Sir,” n‘joined the other, “ I can tell you no 
more what they intend to do ; but, sir, I will en- 
quire of a secret friend of mine, in this company, 
who is chief of their council.” 

On tills he again addressed Sir Roger Lascellcs, 
desiring him most earnestly to give him some in- 
formation as to the place of their night’s lodging ; 
to which [..ascellvs ivplied, that Wolsey should 
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lodge in the abbey of Pimifrety and in no other 
place. With this joyful intelligence Cavendish 
liastened back to his master, who was highly 
pleased with it. 

It was so late when they arrived at Pomfiret, 
that the cavalcade did not set off until towards 
the evening of the ensuing day: so that it was 
dark before they reached Doncaster, which they 
were obliged to enter by torch-light ; and, indeed, 
it appears that Wolsey had requested some delay 
on this point, in order to avoid any assemblage of 
the people by day, to manifest their zeal in his 
cause, being now anxious to avoid every thing 
tliat, might tend to increase the jealousy of his 
royal master, by reports of his extreme popularity. 

But his caution was vain ; for the people ex- 
{tected and waited f(tf him, crying out, “ God save 
your grace ! God save your grace ! my good Lord 
Cardinal!” As he proceeded through the town, 
they ran before him with candles and torches, 
which indiured him to call Cavendish to ride by 
his side, ** to shadowe him from the people they 
still recognised liim, however, and loudly lamented 
Ids misfortune, cursing his accusers. 

In this unexpected, at least imdesired pmip, he 
arrived at the m<mastory of the Black-finars, where 
he to(dc up his abode for the night 

Leaving Doncaster, they travelled v^ slowly, 
so that it was not until the third day of their 
journey that tiny arrived at l^effield-park, a srat 
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of the Enrl of Shrewsbury, ami afterwards one of 
the prisons of the iil^ated Mary. The residence, 
at dud; period, was merely a lodge ; but the earl 
and couiitLSS and a train of gentlewomen, with 
all the gentlemen of the household and servants, 
stood without the gates to receive and give him 
welcome. 

On his ali(^ting the earl saluted him in the 
most respectful manner, with all the customary 
honours of the etiquette of that day, embracing 
him, and saying,~-*^ My Lord, your Grace is most 
heartily welcome unto me; and I am glad to see 
you here in iny {xwr lodge, where 1 have long de- 
sired to see you ; and much more gladder if you 
had come idler another sort.” 

“ Ah ! my gentle Lord of Shrewsbury," replied 
the Cardinal, ** 1 heartily thank you ; and although 
I have cause to lament, yet as a faithful heart 
may, 1 rejoyce that my chance is to come into the 
custody of so noble a person, whose approved h(v 
Hour and wisdom have been right well known to 
all noble estates. And, sir, howsoever my amiscrs 
have used tlieir accusations against me, this I 
know, and so before your Lordship and all the 
world I do protest, that my demeanour and ex- 
ceedings have always been both just end loyal to- 
w'ards my sovereign and li^ lord, of whose usage 
in his Grace’s affairs, your Lordship Jmth had 
right good experience. And according to my 
truth, bu I beseedi God to help me." 
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" I (l(»nbt not,” replied the earl, “ of your truth; 
therefore, my lord, be of good cheer and fear not; 
for I am nothing sorry but that I have not where- 
vv itli to entertain you according to my good will, 
and to your honour : but such as I hare ye shall 
Ih' welcome to it, for I will not receive you as a 
prisoner, hut as my good lord and the king's true 
and faithful subject.” 

Then turniiig round towards the countess, his 
lordship jirocecded to say, — “ and, sir, here is my 
wife come to salute you.” 

To this the Cardinal instantly roi)lied by an act 
of galluntry, and also u dis])lay of condescension 
that seemed highly agreeable to all j)artie8 ; for 
having ki.sse<l the countess, cap in liand, and bare- 
beaded, he next saluted, in the same manner, all 
her gentlewtmien ; taking afttTwards all the carl’s 
servants by the hand, Iwth gentlemen and yeomen. 

'I'his ceremony gone through, with all due 
fonii, the earl and Cardintd walked into the lodge 
arm in onn, when Lord Shrewsbury conducted 
his gm^st into a superb galler}’’, at the further end 
»)f which W!i8 " a goodlic tower with lodginges,” 
when* the Cardimd was informed he should have 
his ahiHle ; and in the middle of the gallery there 
wjis also •* a travas of sarcenet drawn,” so that 
one end of it was reserved for IVolsey, and the 
other for his noble hos't. 

Cousideretl now in the safe keeping of the Earl 
of Shrewsbury, the gentlemou and others who hail 
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hitherto attended upon Iiiin were withdrawn, the 
Cardinal making himself as comfortable Jis he 
could for eighteen days. To render him so as 
much as possible, the earl apimiiitiMl “ diverse 
worthye gentlemen” to attend ujmu him continu- 
ally, pjirtly for hospitality, btit partly also for .safe 
custody, directing that his guest should Ite supplied 
with all lie wished for, and ordering that the ('nr- 
dinal, if he desired it, should Ih^ served in his own 
<-hainber both at dinner and supiier, “ as honour- 
ably, and with as manie daiutie dishes ns he had 
in his owne howse, comonlie being at lilH>rlie.” 

Once every day also, the earl repaire»l to him 
to converse, and doubtless to ascertain his sectirity, 

“ sitting upon a bouthe,” (perliaps like a iiUMlern 
sofa) “ in a greate wiiulowe in the gallerie.” 

On these occasions Lord Shrewsbury exertiil 
himself with great friend.shi]> to cht‘iT tip the 
spirits of his prisoner, yet Wolsey still feared the 
worst. Cavendish says that in these interviews 
he would “ lament so pitcouslie that it wolde 
make my Lorde of SJjrewsburj' to be verie heavie 
for his griefe.” 

One afternoon, when Wolsey apjM'ared more’ 
cast down than ordinarily, “ Sir,” said the earl, 

“ I have, and do daily receive letters from the 
king, commanding me to entertain you as one 
that he highly favoureth and loveth ; whereby 1 
do jierceive you do lament more than ye have 
cause to do: and though ye be accused (as I 
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truste) wrongfully, yet the king can do no lees 
than put you to your trial, the which as more for 
the satisfying of some persons, than for any nik> 
trust that he hath of your traitorous doings.” 

" Alas ! my lord,” replied the fallen favourite, 
** is it not a piteoua ease tiiat any man should so 
wrongfully accuse me to the king, imd not to 
come to my answer before his Grace? For I am 
wdl assured, my lord, that toere is no man alive 
that looketh in this face of mine who is aide to 
accuse me. It grieveth me very much that the 
king should have any such c^inkm of me, to think 
that 1 would be fidse, or conspire any evil to his 
person, who may well considm* that 1 have no as- 
sured friood in all the world, but only his Grace ; 
so that if 1 should go about to betray my sovereign 
lord, and piyure in whom is all my trust and 
confidence before all other, all men mi^t jnstly 
think and say, that 1 lacked both grace wit, and 
discretion. Nay ! nay, my lorde, I would rather 
adventure to shed my heart’s blood in his defence, 
as I am bound, both for my allegiance and for 
my safeguard ; for he is my staff that supported 
*me> and ^foe wall that defosded me, igainst oil 
those my cmrupt encmiee and all other, who 
knows me and my txw diliguut proceedings mu(& 
btdter than any, iff thtow .Therafiar^te oondude, 
it is net to be thoui^t that ever 1 would malka- 
ously or traiterouidy tcavajl or wish, my hurt or 
damage to his royal p^sen or imperial dignity ; 
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but, as I said before, defend it, with the shedding 
of my heart’s blood ; and, if it were but only for 
mine own defence to {neserve my estate and simple 
life, the which mine enmiea do think I do so 
much este^, having none othw refoge to file to, 
for protection and drfence, but only under tine 
shadow of his wing. Alas ! my imrd, I was in 
good estate now^and lived quietly, being rifj^t 
well cmiteuted with the same ; but mine enemies, 
who never sleep, but continually study both sleep* 
ing and waking to rid me out* of their way, per* 
ceiving the oontentation of my mind, doubted 
that, if I lived, their malidous and cruel dealing 
would grow at length to their sham^ rebuke, and 
open slander; and therefmu Would prevent the 
same with shedding of my blood. But frrnn God 
that knoweth' the secrets of their hearts, and all 
others, it cannot be hid, ne yet uniuwarded, when 
he shall see opportunity. And, my good lord, if 
you would show yourself so much my good foeind 
as to require the king's majesty ^at my accusers 
may come before my foce in his presence, and 
there that I may make answer, 1 doubt not but 
ye should see me acquit mysrif of all their ma- 
lidous accusations, and utterly confound diem ; 
for tbejr shall never be able to prove by any due 
probation that evtel offended the king itfthouf^, 
word, or d^ Therefore I desire you, and most 
heartily require your good kndihip to be a mean 
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for me, that 1 may answer unto my accusations 
before the king’s majesty. 

"The case is his ; and if their accusations were 
true, then should it touch him more earnestly : 
wherefore it were convaiient that he should hear 
i^his own self. But I fear me they intend to 
despatdi me rather than I should oome before his 
presence ; for they be well assu^id, and very cer- 
tain that my truth should vanquish all their ac- 
cusations and untrue surmises, which is the espe- 
cial cause that maketh me so earnestly desire to 
make my answ» before the king’s majesty. 

" The loss of goods, the slander of my name, 
ne yet all my trouble grieveth me nothing, so 
much as the loss ttie king’s favour, and that he 
should have in me such an opinion, without de- 
sert, of untruth, tltat have with such travail and 
l>aine served the king so justlyi^so paiphilly, and 
with so good an heart to his profit and honour at 
all times. 

" And against the truth of my doings tlieir ac- 
cusations, proved by me unjust, should do me 
more pleasure and good than the obtaining of 
much treasure, as 1 doutU. not to do, if the case 
might be indifferently ^eard. Now, my good lord, 
weigh my reasonable request, and let diarity and 
truth mote your heart with pity to help me fn all 
this ray trouble, wherein ye shall take no manner 
of rebuke or slander, by the grace of Ood T 
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To tliis urgent ranonstrauoe, evidently prepared 
with great imins and skill beforehond^the Earl of 
Shrewsbury gave a very patient Iwaring; and, 
in reply, said~> 

“ I will write to the king in your beh^, de- 
claring to biin, by my letters, how ye lament lijil 
indignation and dispteasure; and also what, re- 
quest ye make £i^ the trial of your truth tourarda 
his highness.” 

A fortnight passed after' this conference, during 
which period Lwd Shrewsbury used every means 
in his power to make lus prisoner forget that he 
was in conflneraent, Ife repeatedly requested the 
Cardinal to kill a hart ot a doe in the parit$ but 
the latter always refesed ta partake of any plea- 
sures or amusements, spending the greatest part 
of his time at prayer, or other acts of devotion. 

It was during tj^s residence at Sheffield park, 
that Wolsey first evinced symptoms of the disease 
which, a})pareutly, carried hhn ofT; and as Caven- 
dish, or rather those who have interpolated his 
MHS. at a subsequent p^iod of his ilhtess, throws 
out an obscure hint about poison, it may be per- 
tinent to the subject to relate the circumstattoe 
nearly in the writer's own words, but drqpping 
that indelicacy of statement* which* however, was 
at that day almost as custoouiry in speaking as in 
writing. 

lie sayi^ that H came to pass lU a certain time 
as the Cardinal sat at dinner in his own chamber. 


o <) 
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having at his board’s end the same day, as he 
castomably had every day, a mass of gentlemen 
and chaplains to keep him company, towards the 
end of his dinner, wbei: he was come to eating of 
his fhiii, the iLsher perceived his colour often to 
change, wherefore he judged him to be luiwell. 
Cavendish states that he then leaned over the 
table, and speaking softly to him, said, “ Sir, me 
seems yo\u: Orace is not well at ease to which 
the Cardinal answered with a loud voice — “ For- 
sooth, no more I am, for I am taken suddenly 
with a thing about my stomach, that lietli there 
along us cold as a whetstone, which is no more 
but Wind. Therefore I pray you take u]) the 
table and make a short diimer, and that done, 
resort hither again.” 

The meat was now carried out of the ehanilK'r 
into tlie gallery, where, such ^os the fashion of 
the time, all those who waited at the table, whe- 
tlu*r gentle or menial appears here to have made no 
diiferenas sat down to their meal on the ctdd and 
broken victuals ; but Cavendi.sh, who really seems 
to have l)een anxious for his master, soon rose up, 
aud as he describes it, forsook his dinner and u'eut 
into tile inner chamber, where he found the Car- 
dinal still sitting very ill at ease, notwithstanding 
which, he was in general conversation with those 
who had fonneil his dinner par^, I'hese gentle- 
men were at first about to retire: but Wolsey 
requested them to stop ; and, as soon as his usher 
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entered the chamber, dcaired tlie latter to to 
the “ potecarie,'’ and inquire of him if he had any 
thing that would afiord ndief in the present case, 
apparently wishing for a Aumiinati\’e dose. Ca- 
vendish then retired ; but, instead of applying first 
to the apothecary, he went to Lord Shrewsbury, 
aitf informed him of the Cardinal's Uluess and of 
itif^ature ; when the earl instantly orderetl the 
ajMitliccary to be sent for, evidently the apothecary 
of his own household. 

\Vlien the mt‘dical attendant made h>s apptnir- 
ance, the earl inquired if he had any thing that 
would act a.s a carminativ(> : and the nimtheeary 
rejdied, “ that be had such geare.” — ” 'nicn," 
(pioth the carl, “ fetch me some.” “ 'fhen de|>artc<l 
the iHitecarie, and brought with him a white con- 
fection in a faire paper, and .'>hew(>d it unto my 
lorde, who commanded me to give him the saie 
(assay, or tasting) thereof before him, and m I 
(lid ; and I tooke the same and broughte it 'to my 
lord, wliere / also tooke the saie my'self, and then 
delivered it to my lottle, who rt'ceived it up all at 
once into his mouth." 

This extreme caution on the part of Lord 
Shrewsbury, in making the apothecary tash* the 
medicine, before it should he administered to the 
patient, evinces dthet a strong desire on his {jart 
to guard against suspicion of uitfair di>aling, or 
else a suspicion that the Cardiuai'H enemies might 
be at work even in his own household, ('avendish 

o (> <2 
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having also tasted it before the Cardinal, evinces 
clearly that the medicine could not have been 
deleterious. Indeed it seems to have been very 
efRradous, byhisaccount; for Wolsey, immediately 
after taking it, found relief to such an extent that 
he was able to go to afternoon prayers, according 
to his custom every day after dinner, though^e 
was seized with a bilious attack in the evening. 

In tlte course of thb afternoon, Lord Shrews- 
bury sent for Cavendish, to whom he said that 
knowing him to be quite in the Cardinal’s con- 
fidence, and to be worthy of trust, he had to in- 
form him that Wolsey, since his arrival at Shef- 
field Park, had often requested him to W'rite to 
the king, to beg that he might be permitted per- 
sonally to answer all accusations against him, in 
the face of his enemies. “ Now, this day,” con- 
tinued his lordship, “ I have received letters from 
his majesty, by Sir William Kingston, whereby I 
perceive that the king hath him in good opinion ; 
and, at my request, hath sent for him by the said 
Sir William.” . The earl then, with great consi- 
deration for the fidhui favourite, added — There- 
fore now I should have you play your part wisely 
with him in such soirt as he may take it quietly, 
and in good part ; for he is always full of sorhiw 
and much heaviness at* my bei^ with him, that 
I feat he would take it ill, if I bring him tidings 
thereof : and ftierein doth he not wdU, for I assure 
you that the king is his very good lord, and hath 
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given me most hearty Utaiiks fur his. ciitertaia- 
ment : therefore pritliev go your way to lum, and 
])erswade him I may find him in quiet at my 
coming, for I will not tarty long after you." 

To this coiLsidorate address, (!aveiidish replied 
that he would fulfil his lordships wishes to the 
best of his jtower ; but he doubted Uiat when he 
came to name this Sir William Kingston, the 
Cardinal would fear some evil, as Kingston was 
not only Constable of the l\>wer, but alao Captain 
of the guard, of whom he had four and twenty 
actually along with him ; to wliicli Lord Shrews- 
' bury ha.stily rejoined — ” That is uotliing ! what 
if be Ik* (.'onstable of the Tower, and Captain of 
the guard ? lie is the fittest luau for his wisdom 
and discretion to Ik* sent ulmut such a busiiu*8s ; 
and. for tlie guard, it is only to defend him from 
those that might intend him any ill. Besidt's that, 
the guani are, for tlie most ))art, such of his old 
servants as the king hath took into his service to 
attend him most justly*.” 

To this, Cavendish merely answered that he 

* It said that Wolncy, who beliovcd in ai>tn>h)f(y, agrcC' 
al>ti* to the fa<thivn of llie liinea, was uUfcc told by fortanc- 
tellers, that he shooid bate bis end at Kioj(iiU>n. lliis bis 
ercdulity interpreted to inruo the town of Kingitoii.iipoii- 
Thame-,, which made him always avwd ridiiut through that 
place, either on his llamptoii-Coort joerneys, or any other 
spi'cific occssioii : l«t, as the story goes, be saw bis error 
when he found himself a slate-prisoner, in custody of hir Wil- 
liam Kiiig-tUtii ! 
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would do what he could, and then went to join 
the Cardinal, whom he met in the gallery with 
his staff and beads in his hands, as if at prayer ; 
but Wolsey no sooner saw him, than, as if sus- 
pecting evil, he suddenly inquired, “What news?” 
tf> which the usher replied, “Forsooth the best 
that ever you heard, if you can take it well !” “ I 
pray God, it be true tlien,” said Wolsey; when the 
other infonned him that the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
whom he believed to have the most friendly in- 
tentions, had so provided, by his letters to the 
king, that his majesty had sent for him by Sir 
William Kingston, with' twenty-four of the giinnl ' 
to conduct him to his highness. At the name 
of Kingston the Cardinal seemed thunderstruck, 
without power to say more than rejieat his name 
with a deep sigh, striking bis thigh at the same 
time, as if with an expression of the certainty of 
dow'tifull, perhaps of the loss of life. 

That Henry’s determination was. however, even 
then so desperate, is not certain ; at least Caven- 
dish, whether speaking merely from hi.s own 
wishes, or ftdly believing Lonl Shnnvsbury’s fa- 
vourable interpretation of the affair, seems anxious 
to impress upon his master’s m\pd that any cause 
of nlann was unfounded. His own answer, as he 
states it himself, was — “ May it please your grace, 
I would you wmdd take all things w'ell ; it would 
be much better, for you. Content yomrself for 
God's sake, and think that God and your good 
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friends iiave wrought for you aceonting to your 
own desires ; aiitl, as I coureive, you have much 
more cause to rejoice than to lament or mistrust 
the matter ; 4br I assure you tliat your friends are 
more afraid of .you tlian you need he of them. 
His majesty, to show his love to you, hath sent 
Master Kingston to honour you, witli as mudi 
honour as is your grace's due, mid to convey you 
in such easy journeys m is fitting for you. and 
you shall command him to do ; and that you shall 
have yoiu* re(]uest. Therefore 1 humbly entreat 
you to imprint this my .persuasion iu your high- 
ness’ discretion and to be of good cheer ; where- 
with you shall comfort yourself, and give your 
friends and {loor servaiits great comfort and 
content.” 

To all this fiatteiipg statement of> the- honest 
usher, Wolsey apiiears to have paid bit little at- 
tention, for his answer was very brief — “ Well ! I 
|)erceive more than you can unaglne, or do know.” 
Soon after which the Earl Shrewsbury came in 
to repeat aud to coufiriii ivhat Cavendish bad so 
fully stated ; and the Cardinal appeared silently 
to atn^uiesce in tl^eir opinions, thdhkihg the carl 
for his great love, and desiring tliat Kingston 
might be introduced. Sir William entered the 
apartment presently, knelt to the Cardinal, and 
saluted him in the royal behalf; when Wolsey. 
bare-headed to tlie king’s representative, olTered 
to raise him ; but the knight still preserviug hia 
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posture of o))eisance, the broken-hearted favourite, 
with a bitterness of anguish which he could not 
repress, said to liim, " Master Kingston ! 1 pray 
you stand up, and leave off your* kneeling to 
jne, for 1 ain a Muretch replete with, misery, not 
esteeming myself but as a meer object utterly cast 
away but without desert, God he knows : there- 
fore, good Master Kingston, stand up !” 

Sir William rising up, replied — ^“The king’s 
majesty hath him' commended unto you.” 1 
thank his highness,” said Wolsey ; “ I ho}>e he is 
in good health.” “ Yea,” was the answer, and 
he bath huii commended unto you; and eom- 
iiionded me to bid you be of good cheer, for he 
benreth you as much good will as ever .he did ; 
and whereas report hath been mode iuito him 
tliat you should commit agfdnst his majesty cer- 
tain heiucAs crimes which he thinkctli not to Im‘, 
but yet he for ministration of justice, in such cases 
requisite, could do no less than send for you that 
you might have your trial, mistrusting notliiiig 
your truth and wisdom,, but that you 'shall be 
able to acquit ymuself of aU complaints and ac- 
cusutious extended against you: and you may 
take your journey to him at your pleasure, com- 
luaudiug me to attend you.” 

This speech was so fully in unison with the 
previous reports to the Cardinal, tliat his spirits 
appeared to revive a little, and he replied to bis 
new visitor — “ Master Kingston, I thank you for 
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your good news ; and, sir, lu'rt'of assure yourself, 
if I were as lusty and nMe as ever I was to ride, 
I would go with you, post : but alas ! I oin a dis* 
eased man. having a flux (at v^fiirh time it teas 
apparent (hat he had poisoned himseff'J, as hath 
made me very weak ; but tlie eomfurtable news 
you bring is of piiriKtse, I doubt, to bring me 
into a fool's paradise, fur I know what is pmvidtHl 
for me ! Notwithstanding, I thank you for your 
good will, and pains taking about me : and I 
.‘•hall with speed nmke ready to ride with you." 

lie then gave owlers to (’aveudish to have all 
things in reiuiiiiess for departure on the jn<)rrow \ 
l)ut it is strange to say that the suspiriou thrown 
out by the usher, in regard to poison, dtx's not 
seem to have lieeii taken up in any way as to the 
administration of antidotes, nor d-jK« the supposi- 
tion np]K*ar to rest upon any rational foundation ; 
e^]H‘eialIy as it cannot Ik* imagined that a man de- 
termined on self-destraction would have had re- 
course to a slow poison, thus ensuring to himself 
a lingerihg death with days anfl nights of tortim*, 
both bodily ami mental. Indeed fn>m Cavendish’s 
own rep«»rt of his illm*^ that night after retiring 
to lied, we may rather suspect that his complaint 
was similar to the modem cholera morbus, which 
the ])1iysicians seemed to know* very little about, 
making great use qf the word “ mlustinc," and 
giving it as their opinion that he had but four or 
five days to live. 
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It must be confessed, however, that the obsti- 
nate carelessness of the Cardinal in regard to his 
health, and his disregard to the opinions of the 
physicians, may justify the supposition, that in a 
Idnd of despair, he now placed no value upon life ; 
for he would have set olF with Sir William the 
next mm’uing, notwithstanding his nocturnal suf- 
ferings, had not Lord Shrewsbury strongly urged 
him to the contrary. 

But on the day following he refused to wait 
any longer, setting off with Sir William and the 
giuird ; most of whom, having been his own old 
servaids, could not refrain from weeping at seeing 
their old master thus fallen from his high estate. 
Wolsey appears to have Wn sensible of their 
kindness, for he took them severally by the hand, 
riding sometimes with one, sometimes witli an- 
other, in the .course of the day’s jouniey, which 
ended at Hardwick HaU, another seat of the Earl ■ 
of Shrewsbury, afterwards famous in the history 
of the unhappy Mary ; but previoiui to her con- 
finement at Hardwick Hall in Derbphire : for 
this, thougli not many miles distant from the 
other, was in Nottinghamshire, between Mans- 
field and Annesley Woodhonse, but now in decay, 
and little known. 

'Fhe second day’s joiuraey brought them to Not- 
tingham ; and on the tliird tlicy proceeded for the 
abbey at Leicester : but on that day Wolsey was 
so ill. that he had nearly fallen from his horse, and 
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it was with great difficulty that at a late hour they 
were able to reach the abbey*. Infomiation of 
his approach had preceded him, so that ou his 
arrival the abbot, attended by all his monks, was 
ready to receive him at the gate, amidst a blaae of 
lighted torches ; each endeavouring to salute him 
with the most solemn marks of reverence, and to 
hail his coming with the utmost demonstrationH 
of honour and respect. 

On reaching the gate, the fallen Cardinal ex- 
claimed, “ Father Abbot ! I am come to lay niy 
l)ones amongst you f an expression that twtainly 
impl](*d a consciousness of approaching death, 
though it hy fto ineaiiR jiistifii^s the charge of in- 
tended self-destruction. Feeling hitnseif too ill to 

* al>lK 7 was no rich, and on aiicli an extcDfcivc scale, 
that the arrival of \Volse> , nith hin ifiiialt parly, was a matter 
of little import, in rc£(ard to reception, Throsby, in his Hi* 
story of fiCit ester, bays that It t»up|K>rted almost the whole 
|K»or of Leicester and its vicinity j for which it was well pre- 
pared, with a revenue of £1062 per annum. It was, besitU^Sj 
on all pressing occasions, subsidiary to the king, and bo- 
hpi tabic to ti ateliers, wim W'erc Inith ftd and lodged there on 
their journey H. It had repeatedly Iwcii a Imnse of reception 
f<»i larioiiH kings on their northern j< mi riiteys j but it*» greatest 
!)o.ist on that bead was when Hichard IL and his qnecti, with 
their retinue, amongst whom were the Duke of Ireland, the 
Carl of Suffolk, Archbishop of t'aiiteibury, and uuntorons 
other great perHonage*, were efitertaincd and lodged there in 
the most sumptuous style of that period. The abbey was 
afUrwards granted to (*a\endish, fiom whom it passed into 
\artoi]s hands, Init wa» bunif rhirtrfjt the ri\il wath . 
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walk any distance, he rode on his mule across the 
court, until he came to the door which led to his 
apartnu^nts ; but, on his alighting, he was so weak 
as to require the assistance of Sir William King- 
ston iu ascending tlie staircase, Who observed after- 
wards to Cavendish, that he had never felt so' 
heavy a burden in all his life. 

This was on Saturday evening ; and the Car- 
dinal having instantly retired to rest, he remainetl 
ill l)ed until the Monday ensuing ; when, about 
eight o’clock in the morning, as his faithftil gen- 
tleman-usher stood by his bed-side, with the win- 
dows of the apartment close shut, hut wax-liglits 
burning upon the cupboard, the latter thotigh 
he (H'rceived him drawing towards death, as he 
descrilK’s it. The Cardinal noticing Cavendish’s 
shadow ui)ou the bed-side, asked *• Who is there ?” 

“ Sir,” replied his attendant, “ ’tis I.”— “ How 
do you do?" rejoineil the dying man. “ Well, 
sir,” said the usher, ** if I might see your grace 
well." 

After a pause tlie Cardinal inquired the hour, 
and when it was told him he rqK>ated several 
tinie.s, “ Kight o’clock ! eight o’clock ! Nay, that 
mnnot be, fur at eight of the clock you shall see 
yoiw inastei^s time tlraw near that I must depart 
this world !” 

In the apartment, at this xieriud, was Dr. Pal- 
mer, whom Cavendish describes as “ a worthy 
irentleman and heVlesired the latter to ask the 

r> 
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Cardinal if he wonld be ^Ilriveu, tn make him 
ready for (Jod, whatever chuiutNl to fall out. Thih 
Cavendish did ; but he adds, *• He was* very angry 
with me, and oskeil me what I had to dix* to a.ske 
him .such a question? till, at the last, MaaU‘r 
Doctor took ihy part, and talknl with him in 
Latin, and ])aciticd him.'’ 

The remainder of this melancholy same Is .so 
mimiUdy told by (’aumdlsh, that we shall rclnt<* 
it nearly in his own words, xs the lost memorial 
of an unhappy man, d'ho hail acted so amspicuous 
a ])a|t, Ixith in foreign and domestic jiolities, clail 
in all papal power short of the jMqxHlom, and the 
ruler of England, os he nuiy be called, whilst he 
was the roy,al favourite. 

Soon after dinner, on that day, Sir William 
Kingston .sent for Cavendish, saying, “ Sir, the 
king hath sent unto me letters by Mr. Vincent, 
our old companion, M'ho hath Ixm in trouble in 
the Tower, for money that my lord should have 
at his de[)artm’e; a great part of which money 
cannot Iw found : wherefore the king, at Muster 
Vincent’s request, for the dwlaration of the truth, 
hath sent him hither with bis graa.‘’s letters, that 
1 .should examine my lord,^ and have your amnsel 
therein, that he may take it well and in good part : 
and this is the cause of my sending for you, there- 
fore 1 desire your counsel therein, for acquittal of 
this {Kior gentleman. Master Vincent.’* 

To this Cavendish replied — Sir, acamling to 
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my duty you shall ; and by my advice you shall 
resort unto him in your own person to visit him, 
and in communication break the matter unto hun ; 
and if he will not tell you the truth therein, then 
may you certify the king thereof : but in any case 
name not, nor speak of, my fellow Vincent. Also, 
I would not have you protract the time ; for he is 
very sick, and I fiear that he will not live past a 
day or two !” On this reply, which shows, indeed, 
how Wolsey was fallen, even in the respectful de<* 
ferenee due by his own servants, Kingston went 
into the sick man’s chamber, and demanded the 
money, asserting that the Earl of NorthuinlxTland 
had found a bcSok at Cawood-Castle, proving that 
the Cardinal had very recently borroweil £1000, 
and yet there was not one penny now to be found. 
He further informed the Cardinal, that Nortluun- 
berland had sent information to that eif(^ to the 
king, in consequem'e of which his majesty had 
now written to him (Kingston) to inquire what 
was becoum of this money, ** for it were pitty,” 
added he, " that it should bee holden from you 
both. Therefore, 1 require you, in the king’s 
name, to tell me the truth, that 1 may make a just 
nqiort thereof to his’mqjesty of your answer.” 

To this demand Wolsey replied, ** Oh ! good 
Lord, how much doth it grieve me that the king 
^ould think any such thing in me, that I should 
’deceive him of one penny, seeing that I have no- 
thing, nor ever had, God be my judge, that 1 ever 
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esteemed so much mine owne as liis mtyesty's; 
having but the hare use of it during my life, and 
after my death to leave it wholly to him ; wherein 
his majesty liatli prevented me. Hut for tins 
money that you demand of me, I assiue you it is 
none of my own. for 1 Iwrrowed it of divers of 
my frie?ids to bury me, and to lK<«ttow amongst 
my servants, who have taken great iwins about 
me: notwithstanding, if it be your pleasure to 
know, 1 iniLst be rontent ; yet I bes(*erh hia ina^ 
je.sty to see it satisfied, for tlie discharge of my 
con.science, to them that 1 otved it to.’’-~“ Who be 
they?” asked his majesty's n>presentative. “ That 
shall I tell you,” promptly replied the Cardinal. 
“ I borrowed two hundred pounds of John Allen, 
of London ; the same sum of Sir Richard Gn*8- 
ham ; two hundred pounds of tlie master of the 
Savoy, auotlier two hundred of Ur. Iligden, dean 
of niy college ; two hundred of the treiuturer of 
the cliun-h ; and two hundred of Master Ellis, my 
chaplain ; and another two huudre<l pound of n 
priest. 1 ho{H! tlie king will restore it again, for* 
asmuch as it is none of mine.” 

A close game seems now to have been played 
between the Comdable of the Tower and the 
dying Cardinal ; for the former having said, “ Sir, 
there is no doubt in the king, -whom you need not 
distrust:” added, “ hut, (dr, 1 pray you, lekere is 
the mone^ I will not conceal it, I wamuit 
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you,” replied Wolsey ; “ but I will declare it uuto 
you before I die, by the grace of God. Have a 
little patience with me, I pray you, for the money 
Ls safe enough in an honest man’s hands, who will 
not keep one penny thereof from the king.” 

Thus foiled for the time, Kingston n?tired, as 
the Cardinal appeared very weak ; yet, ill os he 
was, when Cavendish, die next morning, about 
four o’cl(K*k, asked him how he did ? “ Well,” re- 
plied Wolsey, “ if I had any meat. I pray give 
me some,” The usher having informed him that 
there M'as none ready, he rebuked him for not 
having some always in readines.s, tliut he might 
take it when his stomach required it, adding, “ I 
pray you get some ready for me ; for I mean to 
'•'ake myself strong to-day, to the intent I may 
go to confession, and make me ready for God !” 
To this the usher replied, “ I will call up the 
ctMiks to prepare some meat ; and also I will call 
Rla-stor Palmer, that he may discourse with you 
till your meat Ik? ready.” — With a gowl will,” 
M’as the (’ardinars answer ; and Pahner ft^as ac- 
cordingly sent to him. 

Cavendish next went to inform Kingston tliat 
his master was very sick, and not like to live ; 
but Kingston acnised him of making his lord be- 
lieve that he was worse than in reality: he went, 
however, to Wolsey's apartment; but. the latter, 
liaving eaten some chicken broth, was then en- 
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gaged in confession, which lasted for an hour. 
Confession * over, Kingston enteretl the chandJer, 
bade good morrow to his prisoner, and inquirinl 
after his liealth ; to which Woiscy replietl— “ Sir, 
I watch but God's pleasure to render up iny i>oor 
soul to him. I pray you have me heartily com- 
mended unto his royal inajmty, and heseeidi him 
on my behalf to call to his princely reiiicmbrauce 
all matters that have been Iwtween us rnnii the 
iK'ginniiig and the progress ; and es|K*cially Ih;- 
tween the good Queen Katharine and him : and 
then shall his grace’s conscience know whether I 
have offendeil liim or not. He is a priiice of a 
most royal carriage, and Jiatli a princely heart; 
and rather than he M’ill miss or want any part of 
Ills M'ill, he will endanger the one half of his king- 
dom. I do assure you I have often kneeled lieforc 
him, sometimes thret? hours together, to jM*rsuade 
him from his ^vill and appetite, but coiihl not pre- 
vail ; and, Master Kingston, had I hut serviHi (■(hI 
as diligently as I have served the king, he would 

* It is carioiiH to observe liow even in the tnoineut of 
danger^ and the expectation of certain death, the mind of the 
rardioal was impressed with the triding {mints of his faith j 
for no sooner had he taken the refrcshineot, than he asked 
what it was made of, and when informed by ('aveiidisb that it 
was made of a chicken — VVhy/’ said the dying man, it is 
fasting day, Iteing St. Andrcw»*s even.”--*" Wtiat though it 
be,’* reptied the less scrupuloos doctor, ye lie excused fiy 

reason of your sickness/* — " Yea/’ said Woiscy, what 
though? I will cat no more**’ 
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not have given me over in my grey hairs. But 
this is the just reward that I must receive for iny 
diligent pains and study, not regarding my service 
to God, but only to my prince. Therefore let me 
advise you, if you be one of the privy council, as 
by your wisdom you are fit, take heed what you 
put in tlic king’s head, for you can never put it 
out again.” 

In this last observation, Wolsey evidently had 
reference to his own case, in lU'ging the king to 
religious doubts respecting his marriage with Ka- 
tharine, in order to bring about a continental 
match, which would have strengthehed his- own 
interest in regard to the papal succession ; a mea- 
sure, however, in which he was disapiminted, as 
the king, on this plea, founded his hopes of mar- 
riage with the Lady Anne Boleyn — a match which 
the Cardinal foresaw would give new strength to 
the rising principle of reformation in the church. 
That stich were his reflections is, indeed, evident 
from what he next said — ** And I desire you fur- 
ther to re({uest his grace, in God's name, that he 
have a vigilant eye to supiiress the hellish Ltt- 
theraiis, that they increase not through his great 
negligence, in such a sort as he be compelled to 
take up arms to sribdue them; as the King of 
Bohemia was, whose Commons being infected with 
Wicklifle heresies, the king was enforced to take 
that course. Let him consider the story of King 
Richard II. sou of his progenitor, w’ho lived in 
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the time of Wickliffe’s scditioiiB and heresies ! Did 
not the Commons, I pray yon, in his time rist> 
against Uie nobility and chief governors of this 
realm, and at the last some of them wen* put to 
death, without justice or mercy ; and. under pn*- 
tence of having all things common, did tliey lud 
fall to spoiling and robbing, and at last took the 
king’s person, and carried liini uUmt the city, 
making him obedient to their priH'lamatious ?" 

With an energy beyond his. apparent strength, 
be still went on, saying, “ Did not the. traiteroas 
heretics, Sir John Oldcastle and Lord ('obliaiii, 
pitch a field with heretics against King Henry IV'. 
where the king w.'ia in |)crson, and fought against 
thent, to whom Gotl’gave the victory? Alas! if 
these l)e not plain prece<lents, and suflieient iH*r- 
suasion to admonish a prince, Uien God will Uike 
away from us onr pnulcnt nders, and leave us to 
the hands of otir enemies; ami then will «‘usiu* 
mischief tipon mischief, inconveniences, barren- 
ness, and scarcity, for want of gtssl <ir«lei*s in tin* 
commonwealth; frtnn which (oal of his U‘nder 
mercy defentl us !” 

He paused — and then with difficulty addesi, . 
“ Master Kingston, farewell ! I wish all things 
may have goml success ! my time «lraws on ; 1 
may not tarry with you. I pray you remember 
my words !” 

ITie unhappy Cardinal was right in In', con- 
jecture : for. ns (Cavendish say.s, — miw began 

I* f ‘i 



580 WOLSEY, THE CARDINAL, 

the time to draw neare ; for hee drew his speech 
at length, and his tongue began to faile him ; his 
eyes perfectly set in his head, liis sight failed him. 
'I’hen wee began to put him in mind of Christ’s 
Passion ; and caused tlie yeoman of tlie gusu^ to 
stand by privately to see him dye, and beare wit- 
nesse of his words and his departure, who heard 
all his communications. And then preaentUe the 
clocke strooke eight, at which time he gave up 
the ghost, and thus departed this life, aged hfity- 
nine years and eight months, one of us looking 
uimii another, supposing he prophesied of his de- 
parture. We sent for the ablmt of the house to 
annoint him, who s])oedily came as hi'e was ending 
his life, who said certaiue prdiers liefore that the 
life was out of his iMxlie 

* Storer, his pwticnl biographer in 1599, thus speaks of 
tiiis Inst scene, making the Cardinal sa), — 

All as my ehrysom, so my winding shecte 

None joy' de iiiy birth, none mourn’d my death, to sec. 

'I'be short parenthesis of life was sweet, 

Iliit short ; what was lieforc unknownc to me, 

.\iid what must follow is the I,ord's decree. 

The period of ray glory is exprest ; 

Non of my death; and then my muse take rest." 

The poet then attempts to show that Wolsey was really, 
on his riownfall, more actuated b) real runtrition than by sif- 
fertation, in the modesty whirh he displayed in regard to his 
proposed installation at York, and in his general disregard of 
the splendour of human grandeur, for Some time before his 
death. I le makes the expiring Cardinal to soy, — 
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Tlio of Ill's eneinus wt*re now amnn* 

])lLsiie«l. The f«ur.<e of nature, i»r his ow’ii error, 
if it 1h* true that he really t»H*k |hhm>ii, hwl now 
done more ftir them than their wnrnu'st iiopt's had 
dan-d to hnik forward to, if his fate hml depended 
uiHin the kiuiir. 

With ivspwt to his remains, neither friends nor 
enemies si>emed to pay mneh attention. Sir Wil- 
liam Kingston indeed stmt otf one of the guard 
expri'ss t«) e<mrt with the ne\v.s : hnt he nppearisl 
to feel himself perfectly at lilx'rty as to the dis- 
jMwal of the iHtdy, which he <lir«*cted 'to la* pre- 
]>ared for interment, on the eii-siiing d:iy, afU‘r 
holding a con.snltation \vith the father ablMit of 
the monastery. It was feareil, however, that 
re]H»rts might spread that he was still alive; 
and tluTefore it* was thought necessary that he 

** I <li<l not moan with prodo<o**»or\ pride, 

'Fo ualko in as nistoim* did iof|uiro, 

Mono hi that cloth \%vrv hiiiij( on oithor nIiIo 
III iithiitiiiii^ wiso, or uiako tho |nM»r uttiio: 

More* fit tho diri^o of a iticMirnful cjuin* 

In dull Had untvH all norroui’s to rxm'dc, 

For hnii in hIioih tho priiico's love is dead. 

I am tho tomho whore that affee fion lioi.* 

That wan tin* closot whore it kopt *. 

Yet wise nion say, affection never dies. — 

No* hut it tnriins; and when it long hath hlopt, 
IxKika he-ivy, like thvj oie that long hath ivopr. 

Oh! coliid it dir, thal w\re a rcMfuli »tatcj 
Hut living, it converU to diradJy bate/' 
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should he seen by the mayor and corporation of 
Leicester, who arrived at the monastery after he 
had been deposited in the coffin, into which also 
.were put his hair shirt with his “ over shirt” of 
fine holland, tc^ether with all the ornaments cha- 
racteristic of Ids archiepiscopal dignity, such as 
the mitre, cross, ring, and pall. In this state he 
was exposed, barefaced, to the view of all who 
chose to 8W him, imtil three o’clock in the after- 
noon, whdn the funeral service was performed by 
the abltot with every solemnity, the corpse, in the 
mean while, being set in the Lady’s Chapel, sur- 
rounded by numerous wax tapers, and attended 
by a number of poor men Waring torches. Those 
IHTsons remained with the corpse through the 
night, during which the requiem was sung by the 
canous, also dirges, and orisons at four in the 
uiornitig, at which Sir William Kingston, attended 
by all the late Cardinal’s servants, entered the 
church to perform certain ceremonies, which, as 
(’avendish states, were then usual at ;the inter- 
ment of bishops. Part of these ceremonies was 
the ci'lebration of high mass, when Uie abbot and 
others made oiTeriugs *, and when all was ended, 
a grave having already been made in the centre 
of the Toady’s Chapel, the body was there interr^ 
oil 8t. Andrew’s day, 30th of November, 1530, at 
six in the monung *. 

* 'fhrosby states, in bis History of the Abb^r, that the 
reason of his apeedy internent was the very putiid and of- 
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No booiier was the unhappy Wolisey laid in the 
earth than his frieuds and followers aet off for 

fcMisive mtv of the rorpac* JU* further states that it waa 
placudiu ii jiittitt notHioii hhelL Ilut with the httoerdoUi oni»- 
meuts already tuciktioued» frota wltencc it haif loik^ heon a 
m*eivod opinion in Leiec^ter that there waa buried with him 
A con sidet able qnantity of tielie^^ whieh'hna iiidiiml many 
people, at various time**, to di|t for the hup|>ofiki*d trenburo. 
But the facts ali-eady rceurded of lieniv's drinaikda reKpccting 
concealed tieasurc, pre\iou(i to his deaths demon'ilrate aiif* 
ficienti) the absurdity of this stt|f)K)hittoti, even if eomtnotk 
^cuse did ii<it militate ngmitat it 

Cuiiosity ina} indtur many to seek for Ida grave, we there- 
fore quote fnnn Tlim««b> u atatement h) the ihn. Mr. Carte*, 
who bays * — ** \tn to the great Caidtual \Volsry‘b aepulebro, 
tiiti ikcbt aecottiit a Inch I have tiiet with ta from tme Mr. John 
ILcsloe, whose grandfather, Arthur Barufo4>t, viaa gardenei to 
the Countess of Ucvoiibhire, who lived in the abbey before 
the < i\ il war. He tells me that the ehureh atmKl, part of it, 
in what is now a little garden, at the east end of it, in the 
on hard (which was formerly railed the new ganleii), where 
his grandfather, with otherh digging, found several stone 
coffins, the cavities of which did not lie upper uxist, but were 
inverted <^er the lx»dics« lliat one of these was taken up, 
about siv fe<*t, one inch, long, and four wide, and a foot deep: 
that it seemed very sound at brst, but when it was exposed 
to the air, soon mouldered away . that he observed that all 
of them bad a round hole about the ridddlc of them near f)V<* 
iurhea diaiuetei, but for what end he could not tell. That 
among them he discovered Cardinal Wrdsey's (Mr llasloc 
forgets b> what means he knew it), which the eonnicss would 
not suffer to Im stirred, but ordeted it to he covered again** ~ 

It is hcareeiy credible, however, that the conjecture aiiout 
NVolscy can be correct, unioea indeed after the coffin was put 
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court, and on their arrival were presented to the 
king, who sent for Cavendish on the following 
iUpy to an interview, which we shall descril^ nearly 
in his own words. 

He says, that he was conducted to the king, 
who was in a night-gown qf Rochett velvet, 
furred with sables, before whom he knelt for the 
spare of an hour, during which tune Henry was 
particularly, inquisitive in regard to his old friend, 
saying that he would rather than twenty thousand 
]K)unds he had lived : but he did not forget also 
to ask about the fifteen himdred pounds respecting 
which Sir William Kingston had questioned the 
Cardinal on the day of his death. “ I think I can 
perfeidly toll your Grace,” said the usher, “ where 
it is, and who luith it.” At this Henry pricked 
up his ears, and, ap^iearing to know his man, said, 
“ I ])ray you tell me, and you shall not be un- 
rewarded.” On which Master Cavendish, ap- 
parently forgetful of his duty to, and the wishes 
of his deceased master, at once said, — Sir, after 
the departure of Master Vincent from my lord at 

into tlio ground « stone coffin wtis inverted over it. It may 
be ar|{«d thet the sacordotel ornsments buried with the corpse 
niny hove led to the recognition: hut if we read ettentively 
Oavriidish's accoont, as we have stated it, there is no proof 
that these, though carried in procession, were tit<rm(f.wiUi 
the body. TIte Suiial terwe was read in the evening, hot the 
body was not mtvrtd until the moniog; and therefore he 
may be said to have been iutied mith them, though they were 
not actually deposited In bis|pFave. 



AND HIS TIMES. 


885 


Scroby, who had the nistoily thereof, leaving it 
with my lord in divers bags, he delivered it to a 
certain priest salvly to be kept to his use.” “ Is 
thi.s tnie ?” exclaimed the niouarch. — “ Yea !” said 
the u.sher, “ without duuht, the pri(*st will not 
deny it lirfore me, for I was at the delivery 
thereof, who hath gotten divers other rich unia- 
inents, which are not registered in the book of iny 
lord’s inventory or other uTitinga, whereby any 
man is able to cbaige him therewith by myself." 

“ Then,” repliwl his nuyesty, “ let me alone for 
keeping this secret between me and you. IIow- 
lK*it thnv may kwp counsel if two be away ; and 
if I knew my cap were privy to niy counsel, I 
would cast it into the fire mul bum it : and for 
your honesty and tnith, you shall Ik* our servant 
in our chamber, as you were with your master. 
Therefore go your ways to Sir John Gage, our 
viee-chmuberlain, to M’hom we have spoken already 
to .admit you our servant in our chjunlK*r ; and 
then go to the Lord of Norfolk, niul he shall i»ay 
you your whole year’s wages, which is ten pounds 
— ^is it not so?” 

“ Yes, forsooth, and if it pleaae your Grace," 
said the accommodating gentleman usher . — ** And. 
withall," added his majesty, “ you shall receive a 
rew<ird from the Duke of Norfolk T 

As soon as Cavendish left die royal presence he 
went to the proper c^ce to take the oaths, when 
he chanced to meet 8ir William Kingston just 
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cooie from the council chamber, who commanded 

him in the name of the a>uncil to appear before 

them immediately, aa he was sent to seek him for 

that purpose. Kingston also said to him, — In 

any wise, take good heed of what you say, for ye 

shall be examined of certain wordes spoken by 

my lordc, your master, at bis departiure, which ye 

know well ; and if ye tell tltein the truth,” added 

» 

he, ** wliat be said, ye shall undo yourself, for in 
any wise they may not know of it. Therefore 
tie rircums|H'ct what answer ye make to their 
demands.” 

“ Why,” asked Cavendish, “ how have you done 
itiereiu yourself?” 

“ Marry,” said Kingston, “ I have utterly de- 
nied that I heard any such words ; and he tliat 
ojieued the matter first is lied fur fear, which was 
llie yeoman of the gtiard that rode in post from 
Leirt*8ter. Therefore go your ways,” added be, 

God send you good speed ; and when you have 
done, come to me into the ciiamber of presence, 
where I will tarry to see how you speetl, and to 
knowe how you have done with tlie king.” Here 
their conversation closed, and Cavendish went 
•directly to the council chambo' door, where his 
arrival was no sooner known than he was called 
before tbo council; when the Duke of Norfolk 
accotited him very civilly, bidding him welcome to 
the court, and tlien said,—** My lords, this gentle- 
man hath served theCarfUnal, his master, like an 
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bqjlht trdlB man ; therefore I donbt not but of 
such que^oning as ye shall demand of him he 
will make a just and true answer. I dare be his 
surety. How say you, sir T’ mldressing himself to 
Cavendish, — It is nqxirtetl tliat your master 
spake such words, and such even at his departure 
from his life, whereof I doubt not but 

ye know ; and, as ye know, I pray you report, 
and fear no man. It shall not need to swear 
you ; therefore go to : how say yon, is this true 
that is n.*ported ?” 

“ Forsooth, iiiy lonl,” said the usher, “ I was so 
diligent alxiut him, attending the preservation of 
his life, that I marked not every word that he 
spake ; and as for my oum part, I have heard him 
t4'ilk inniiy idle wonls, as men do in such extremi- 
ties, the which I do not now remember. If it 
jdease you to call Mr. Kingston iK-’fbre your lord- 
ships, he will not let to tell you the truth.” 

“ Marrj% so we have done already,” replied one 
of the council, “ who hath been here before us ; 
and liath denied that ever your master spake any 
such words at the time of his death, or at any 
time l)efore." 

“ Forsooth, my lords,” rejoined Cavendish, 
“ then can I say no more ; for if he hcanl them 
not, I could not hear them ; for he heard as mndt 
as I. and I as mudi as he. Therefore, my lords, 
it were folly to say a thii^ of untmth, which I 
am not able to justify 
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"Zicr r exclaimed the Dwke of Norfolk, “ I told 
you btfore that he wan a true man, and would 
IfB the truth. Go your u’ays ! ye l)e discharged ; 
and come to my chamber soon, tor I must talk 
with you.” 

Cavendish, glad to escape from such an ordeal, 
where every u'ord he said might have Ijceu inisiu- 
terpreted and misrepreaeiit<*d, most liumhly thanked 
their lonlships for his dismissal, and retired as 
speedily iw |>o8.sible t<» the presence <*hnmlM‘r to 
Keek Sir William Kingston, whom lit* found stand- 
ing in couversatiou with an ancient gentleman, 
one Mr.‘ RatclifTe, gentleman usher of the 
privy choinlH'r. As soon its they met. Sir W’hliani 
in((uired as to what had taken phice. wlien the 
other informed him that h«‘ had sutisfu'd (heir 
lordshii>s’ minds with his auswt'r. Sir ^^’ilIiam 
then asked him Imw he had sped with the king, 
to which the reply w«ts a detail of all the con- 
versation, and his majesty’s Ix'iievolenee and 
princely liberality towards him, and how he com- 
manded him to go to the Duke of Norfolk : and 
whilst they were thus discoursing, the duke came 
ifOia the council into the presence ch.ainlH*r, M'hen 
a conversation ensued which strongly marks the 
‘ CuaUmtary style of intercourse at Henry’s court. 

Cavendish states that as soon as tlie duke espied 
him, he came into the window where he stood 
with Kingston and RatclifTe ; and when he told 
, the duke the king’s pleasure, both these gentle- 
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iiion made iaterces.siuu with his grace to be good 
loud to him. 

“ Xay,” said the duke, “ I will be betix^r unto 
him than he weeneth, for if I could hnre spoJcen 
with him *»r ever he came to the king, I would 
have had him to my service, and, the king ex- 
cepted, he should have done no man service in 
all Hngland but me : and look,” added his Grace, 
•• what I nmy do for you I will do it with all my 
heart.” 

“ .Sir," replied the uslier, “ then my desire is 
lliat it would plt‘ase your Grace to move the king 
to Ih* so oiueh ii.y gcHwl lord iis to give me one of 
(in .III iMtl horse that brought my stuff, with 
my i . .i-U s, M'hicli is now in the town, to carry it 
home into iiiy country’.” 

, ' ii. Mi v will 1,” said the duke, and so 
went into the king's chanilvT. 

Ciivendish still nniained in conversation with. 
Kingsltiii. waiting tlie duke's return, when Mr. 
HatelitTe said, •' I will go in and help my Lord of 
Norfolk in your suite with the king:” hut the 
favour was granted without further interference; 
for the duke that iusDint ernne out, and astmrad 
f’avendish that the king was bis singular good 
and gracious lord, and had not only granted hie 
reipiest but had gone much beyond it, ordering 
tiiat he should have not only ten' pounds for bis 
wages, but also twenty pounds for his “ reward;” 
to wltich were to be added a cart, and six of the 
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bMt lumes which be could choom out of those 
which had belonged to his deceased master, .to- 
gether with five marks to pay the expense of his 
joimuy h(nnewar«b>.-<— — 

Thus terminated the power and ambition of 
WoLSEY, and the malice of his enemies, making 
way for a milder and more liberal system, both 
in Politics and Religion; under which auspices 
fireedmn thought and action became the cha- 
racteriatics of the Reformation, affording gn>nter 
stability to the crown, checking yet ameliorating 
the influence of the aristocracy, and forming a 
constitutioiuil basis for 

PtTHMC Opikiok. 






